
Monlono Deporlmenl of Liveslock
Bison Monogemenl Cooperolive Agreemenl #06-9730-0124-CA

4l'Quorler ond Fittol Repod of tY200B
July 'l - Septenrber 3u,200B

BISON MANAGEMENT IN THE MONTANA
GREATER YETTOWSTONE AREA (GYA)

OBJECTIVES:

* Mointoin Montono's Brucellosis Closs Free stolus.
.i. Reduce the risk of Erucello obortus lronsmission from YNP bison to livestock in

Monta na.
.l Protect lhe economic interests ond viobility of Montono's livestock industry.
.l Prolect privole properiy in Monlono.
.i. Preserve o vioble wild populoiion of YNP bison.
* Cooperotively implement the lnterogency Bison Monogement Plon with member

ogencies.
* Provide science-bosed, foctuol informoiion io the public regording brucellosis in the

GYA.

PROGRAM ACTIVITY:
The Deportmenl of Liveslock (MT DOL) conlinued to.iointly implement the Inierogency
Bison Monogemenl Plon (IBMP) with Nolionol Pork Service, US Forest Service, USDA Animol
ond Ploni Heolth Inspeclion Service (APHIS), Moniono Fish, Wildlife ond Porks. Through
implementotlon of the IBMP, ihe member ogencies were successful in reolizing lhe
progrom objectives (obove). Activiiies during FY2OO8 included:

Summory Bison Removols Through All Monogemenl Aclions - Slole & Tribol Hunt, Sloughter,
Bison Quoroniine Focilily, lethol Removol. I 230 bison were removed from c Yellowslone
Notionol Pork populolion during the 2OO7 -2008 operotionol seoson. Primory removol
occurred through shipment of bison ihot exited lhe pork in lhe Gordiner Bosin 1o sloughter.
The hunl resulted in 166 removols ond wos o combinotion of oboriginol tdbol Hunt horvesi

os well os stote horvest through permiis issued by Fish Wildlife & Porks {FWP). Addltlonolly,
I l2 colves were sent to ihe bison quorontine focility.

Bison Removed by Monogemenl Operolions & Hunl,
2007 -200A Operolionol Seoson

63 Hunt/Stote
64 Hunt/Nez-Perce
39 Hunt/ Solish Kootenoi
166 .- HunlTotol '

1.276 Sent to slouohter/Stephens Creek
158 Senl 1o slouohler/West Side

l.434 sent 1o slouohler lolol
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r,500 rQrur nur lr G Jr(Jugnler
I Letholly removed
t0 Cooture/shiooino reloted mortoliiies
t12 Bison colves sent to quoroniine focility

i,730 Tolol bisorr rer.noved fror.r-r populolicn vio hunl, slcrughler & quorclrrlirre study

. Bison Hozing. lmplernentotion of the IBMP conlinues to focus on spolicl ond
temporol seporoiion of bison ond cottle outside YNP. Depodment personnel
monilored the distribution ond obundonce of bison in the Montono Greoter
Yellowstone Areo {GYAI. The toble below summorize hozing oclivities on lhe North
ond west side ond the north side during ihe third quorier of this cooperotive
ogreement.

MDOL Bison Operotions
Cumulolive Tolols 2008

Dole Hozed Coplured/
Shiooed

Deloils

1928 57

6/t6/08
West 29

26 mixed bison from Wesi Yellowslone io 7 mile brtdge wiih oid of
helicopter
3 bulh from Duck Creek to Cougor Meodows with oid of
hellcooter

6/l4/08
West 26 26 mixed bison from Wesl Yellowslone Airport to Pork boundory

6/ 1t /O8
West

3 3 bulls from duck creek to Pork boundory

5/30/08
West 50

hozed 50+ from Cougor Meodows io Modison Junction wilh oid of
helicooler - All ooencies oorliciDoted

5/29 /O8
West 166

1 66 odults ond 50 colves were hozed from Horse Bulte with the oid
of helicopter, ond hozed into ihe pork by horsebock riders.

05/2t /08
Wesl 6 6 Bulls coptured ol Duck Creek.

o5/20/08
West 3 3 bulls coplured ot Duck Creek.

05/19t08
Wesl l4 Hozing of l4 bison wllh 7 colves from Modison qrm resulied in l0

odulis ond 4 colves beino hozed into oork.
05/16/08

Wesl 75 Approximoiely 75 mixed hozed off of Horse Bulte.

05/r 5/08
Wesi

40
28

I ) 40 mixed hod hozed from Horse Buiie lo Cougor Meodows
oreo; 2) 28 scottered buils hozed from norih side of Groyling orm
io mouth of Cougor Creek;3J NPS hozed ? heod from Seven Mile
Bridoe io Modison Junclion.

05/14/0A
Wesl

95
101

l) 95 mixed heod hozed from S. Modison/Bokeis Hole oreo io
Seven Mile Bridge oreo;2) l0l mixed hozed from bock side of
Horse Buite to Boke's Hole oreo

05/r 3/08
West

MDOL received coll for ossisionce from WY Police Deporimeni io
ossisl wiih bull bison in ciiv limites.

ostlo/o8 l2l
Wesl

7
200

I ) 7 bulls hozed from Duck Creek oreo inio pork; 2) 200 mixed
hozed from ihe Norrows onio Horse Buite inlerior.

o5lo4/o8
Norlh 17 l7 bulls hozed off of RTR,3 NPS.

05/03/08 (3) 2 1 ) 2 bulls hozed of' of Bill Hoppe s; 2) l4 oulls nozed off oi RTR inlo
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Nodh 14

5

pork; 3J 5 bulls hozed otf of Cuiler Meodows inlo pork.

a5/a2ic8
Norlh 25 25 rnixed .rozeo ci' oi Pciric< riJope i. 2,v'lC-. 3 \oS.

o4/?9 /OB
North

7 / bLrl:j h.j/od ofi oi |lIR inio t'Qrk, 2,\,11)Ol, ? lri,:;.

a4/2'/OB 12)

Norlh
I

7
I bu ir.rzorJ ()ii ()f 8; llop!)c s. I MD()1, I l.lI'S; 2j / i.iri15 fiorr)d oli
of Rl R inlo I'ork. 2 MDOL, 2 NPS.

04/28/08 (2)

West 2 Hozed I bull off oi l9l, then I butl from Duck Creek oreo into pork.

o4/28/08
Wesl

? 3 bulls copiured ot Duck Creek, shipped to processing Tuesdoy
44129 /A8.

a4/2s/o8 (21

Norlh
i6
38

l) l6 bulh off Hoppes,2 MDOL,2 NpS, oji mounied;21 Sa mixeO oft
of RTR inio pork, 2 MDOL, 2 NpS, o mounted.

a4/2s/08
Norlh 8 I bulls off of RTR inio pork.2 MDOL,2 NpS, olt mounted.

04/24/08
North 6 Hozed 6 bulls off of RTR inio pork.3 MDOL, I NpS, o mounted.

04/2t /08
Norlh 17

17 mixed hozed off of privole properiy nodn of Hoppe--
{Sporonos). 2 NPS & 2 MDOL mounled, I USFS ond collolin Couniy
She,iff for l,.offlc conlrol.

o4/20/08
Norlh 9

Hozed 9 bulls off of RTR inio SC copture focit,fy insiOE tne p-Eil-
MDOL, 2 NPS, oll mounied.

04/19/08
North I Hozed 8 bulls off of RIR into pork. 2 NpS. I MDOL, o nnounted.

04/17/08
North 4 4 bulls off of RIR into pork.2 MDOL, 2 NpS, oll mounted.

04/16/0812)
Norlh

I

I
lJ I bull off of RTR inio pork; 2) 9 bu|s off of privoE
properiy/highwoy ocross river into oork.

04/t 5/08
Norlh 2

2 bulls off of privole property ltoppesj up Urfle-6iiE[-IE6l
I FWP. oll mounied.

04/14/A8
North t8 l8 bison hozed off of RTR into pork.3 MDOL. I FWp.

04/14/O8
Norlh 4 4 bison hozed off of BilL Hoppe s. 3 MDOL, I FWp, oll mounted.

04/13/O8
North 21 2l bulh hozed off of RTR into pork o.i requesl of MDOI.3 NpS.

o4/13/08
North 18 54 mixed hozed off of Bi Hoppe's.3 MDOL, I FWp.

a4/12/A8
North 6 6 bulls hozed off of RIR inio pork oi request of MDOL. 3 NpS.

04/t2/08
Norlh 54 rnixed hozed off of Bilt Hoppe,s. 3 MDOL, I FWp.

04/l1 /o8
North

l
Lelholly

removed

I butt tethotty removed ot porrick r.toppe!. e piif f,6fiFl-
operotion. lt wos ihe lhird time lhis bull, which hod been hozed
the previous doy, hod oiiempted io toke oul o riderlriders.

04/t 1 lo8
Norlh

5
Letholly

removed

5 butts telholty removed on privote property i- vonkeE .t 

-
Conyon. A ioint MDOL, FWp ond NpS operotion. Hod spent most of
ihe previous doy oliempling to h:oze bulis south.

04/t I /o8
North 20 Hozed 20 heod oft ot eotricf @

4 NPS, oll mounted.
04/t1/a8

Norlh 80 Hozed 80 mixed heod off of RTR. I MDOI.2 NpS, o mounfed.
a4/t1/08

Norlh
Hozed 60 heod off of Potrick Hoppe's. 2 MDOL, 4 l.,]PS, o
mounied.

a4/10108 5 spent most of the doy oilemplins r,c nEEJEIGl6IjElfIDor-J
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Norlh NPS. etc.
04/1A/C8

Norlh l Hozed cne "cronky'bull cff of Hcppe s. 2 M)CL, 3 N,tS.

04/10/aB
lryesl one bull coptured ot Duck Creek foclliiy. 1 MDOL.

04/49 /a3
!Vesl 4 fo rr br/ll! (.{'.)r(Jrcaj Ol il.lcli (-re+i( focilily. I MDa)t.

04/o9 /08 l2l
North

120
i

# lJ i20 bison hozed ofF of RTR inJo pork ond into SC coplure
fociliiy. 4 NPS ond I MDOL, oll horsebock.
#2) I lone bull.

o4/a8/08
Wesl 34

4 MDOL ond 2 NPS on snowrnobiles, I Gcilctin Couniy Sherlff's
Deporiment depuiy, I Monlono Hichwoy Potrcl.

04/08/08 (2)

North
5l
25

# l) B o.m., 5l heodhozedofiof privote property ot Poirick
Hoppe's.3 DOL, 1 FWP, I NPS, oll horsebock. #2) 2 p.m.,25 bu s

hozed off of Bill Hoppe's. 2 DOL.
a4/07 la8

Norlh 7
Hozed Z bulls off of privote properly oi subdivision by pokick

!oppe's up litile Troil Creek.
04/07 /08

North 100 Hozed 100 mixed off of RTR into pork.3 DOL, I FWp, o[ horsebock.
04/06/08 12)

Norlh
12

45
# I ) Hozed I 2 off of Potrick Hoppe's posture. 3 DOL, o horsebock.
#2) Hozed 45 off of RTR into pork. I DOL. 2 NpS. o horsebock.

04/05/08 {3)
Nodh

50
t9
3

# I ) Hozed 50 mixed off of RTR into pork. 1 NpS, 3 DOL, I FWp,
horsebock.
#2) Hozed 19 off of RTR into pork. I NPS,3 DOL, I FWp, horsebock.
#3) Hoze 35 off of RIR inio pork.3 DOL, I FWp. horsebock.

04/04/o8 13)
North t0

35

# I J Hozed 53 mixed bison from edge of iown to Eogte Creea. 3
DOt, I FWP, oll horsebock.
#2) Hozed 10 mixed off of Bilt Hoppe's pcsture up lroit Creek. 2
DOL, I FWP, oll horsebock.
#3) Hozed 35 rnixed bison off of RTR inlo oork. I NpS.3 DOt I FWp

04/02/08
Norih ??? Operotions conducied bul not reporled.

o4/o1/oB (2)

Norlh 77
# 1) 13 bison hozed off Hoppe postures up Lilite Troij Creek; 2 DOL,
I FWP. #2) 64 mixed bison hozed off of RTR inio pork; 2 DOL, Icwr.' \PS, ol ho.sebock.

. Brucellosis diognosis in liveslock: on June 9, NVSL confirmed o cose of brucellosis
in o heifer from Proy, Montono. The herd wos bled on Moy l5 os port of o voluntory
herd plon. Subsequent diseose investigotion reveoled no oiher coses in cotfle.
Coniroctor wos used for conducting epidemiology, herd testing, ond other
octivities reioled to this cose of brucellosis. significont resources from The
Deporiment of Livestock Bronds Division were olso used os port of this diseose
investigotion. The compleie epidemiology report is ovoiloble o.t the MDoL web site
ond is enclosed. The conclusion of the epidemiologicol invesiigolion, is lhot wild
free ronging elk ore the source of infection in the 2o0g cose. New hoofprinting
informotion conducied os porf of ihis investigolion olso points to wild free r.onling
elk os the most likely source of the cose of brucellosis in livesiock diognosed iriMoy
2007.

. lnlerogency Bison Monogemenl plon (lBMp). The lBMp porlners hove mei on
severol occosions during the foll of 200g. There hove been severol significont
chonges in the IBMP portner meetings including ihe use of o focilitolor io guide ihe

c::doanehts anA se 
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poriner in deliberotions, opening the meeiings to the public, os well os including o
public comment period during eoch doy of the deliberotions.

ln oddilion to working on on operotions plon for the 2007 2008 seoson, the lBMp
porlrrcrs cre rrclking cfforls lo comply willt lire rccor).)ntct rcioi;ons nrodc by llrc
C;enerol Accounicbilily Office. lhes<; itrt:lu<Jr::
l. Cleorly define meosuroble objeciives to express desired oulcomes ond refine,

revise, or reploce lhe plon ond ogency operoting procedures os needed io
reflect ihese objectives.

2. Systemoticolly opply odoptive monogemenl principles, including defining
specific scientific ond monogement queslions to be onswered, identifying ihe
ociivities io be conducted to onswer them, developing o monitoring progrom
io ossess the impocts of lhose octivities, ond incorporoiing the resulli intolne
bison monogemenl plon.

3' To enhonce interogency colloborotion, promote tronsporency, ond strenglhen
ihe ogencies' occountobiliiy io the Americon public:

4. Estoblish o single publicly ovoilobre repos ory, on o web sile or oi o locotion
eosily occessible to the public ihot includes oll documenls reflecling decisions
mode ond octions token with respeci to plon implementotion.

5. Repori onnuolly 1o congress on the progress ond expenditures reloted io the
plon's meosuroble objectives once these hove been cleorly defined.

5. Appoint o group comprised of o representotive from eoch of the portner
ogencies or designote one of ihe five interogency portners (perhops on on
onnuol rotoling bosis) os o leod entily for plon oversight, coordinotion, ond
odministrotion.

For 1 & 2obove, ihe poriners ore systemoticolry reviewing rhe chonges thor hove
token ploce, either in knowredge, odvoncement of science, or rond-ownership,
since the Record of Decision wos signed in December of 2000. These chonges
become o driving force for odopiively monciging the lBMp ond mosi opproipriotely
oddress the two overorching objeclives of lhe plon: To prevenl lronsmission of
brucellosis from bison io cottle, os well os to preserve o wild free ronging bison herd.

For 3 & 4 obove, the poriners ore conducting meetings thoi ore noiiced, open to,
ond oitended by the public, ond occepting public comment during everysession.
The portners hove olso designed o document repository on ihe lnternet ot
www.ibmo.info ond ore posling meeting moteriols on o timely ond regulor bosis.

For 5 & 6 obove, the IBMP portners hove commilted to submiiting on onnuol reporf
to congress, ond hove identified the Notionol pork Service os the leod ogency for
submitting ihis repori, ond for oiher odminisholive needs ossocioted witn the
execution of the IBMP.

Screen copture of the web sile www.ibmo.info.
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