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Yellowstone Bison powerpoint

Attachments:

/27. Yellowstone Bison powerpoint/3.1

BisonSlides_IBMP_WinterOps_NPS_4-25.pptx

"Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 13:42:46 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:
"Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>,

"Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Yellowstone Bison powerpoint

All,

Let me know if you would like this PPT presentation - it's 7 slides-

Dave

-- 

David A. Mihalic

Senior Advisor to the Secretary

United States Department of the Interior

MIB Room 6124

1849 "C" Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Phone: 202-208-4130

cell: 202-706-4978

david mihalic@ios.doi.gov

Remember, everything I send or receive is subject to the Freedom of Information Act

"Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 14:13:16 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

CC: "Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Yellowstone Bison powerpoint

yes

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 3:42 PM, Mihalic, David <david mihalic@ios.doi.gov> wrote:



All,

Let me know if you would like this PPT presentation - it's 7 slides-

Dave

-- 

David A. Mihalic

Senior Advisor to the Secretary

United States Department of the Interior

MIB Room 6124

1849 "C" Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Phone: 202-208-4130

cell: 202-706-4978

david mihalic@ios.doi.gov

Remember, everything I send or receive is subject to the Freedom of Information Act

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482

"Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Mon May 14 2018 07:45:18 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Yellowstone Bison powerpoint

Attachments: BisonSlides_IBMP_WinterOps_NPS_4-25.pptx

Sorry for the delay - the IT folks had my computer since Friday afternoon

(all weekend) for a Windows upgrade - just got it back this morning.

PPT attached -

Dave

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 4:13 PM, Combs, Susan <susan combs@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

yes

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 3:42 PM, Mihalic, David <david mihalic@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

All,

Let me know if you would like this PPT presentation - it's 7 slides-

Dave



-- 

David A. Mihalic

Senior Advisor to the Secretary

United States Department of the Interior

MIB Room 6124

1849 "C" Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Phone: 202-208-4130

cell: 202-706-4978

david mihalic@ios.doi.gov

Remember, everything I send or receive is subject to the Freedom of Information Act

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482

-- 

David A. Mihalic

Senior Advisor to the Secretary

United States Department of the Interior

MIB Room 6124

1849 "C" Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Phone: 202-208-4130

cell: 202-706-4978

david mihalic@ios.doi.gov

Remember, everything I send or receive is subject to the Freedom of Information Act



Conversation Contents

We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population goal.

"Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 06:11:19 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:

"Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>,

Susan Combs <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>, David Mihalic

<david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>, "Paul (Dan) Smith"

<paul_smith@nps.gov>

Subject:
We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population

goal.

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which has

strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a level that

park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official population

goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there will be about 4,200

bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this spring.” The article notes that

“the official population goal for the park’s bison population is 3,000, set in 2000 by the federal,

state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency Bison Management Plan.” However,

“Montana wildlife officials say they would need to study the matter further before agreeing to

officially change the population goal from 3,000 to 4,200 bison.”

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

"Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 06:16:56 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

"Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>,

David Mihalic <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>, "Paul (Dan)

Smith" <paul_smith@nps.gov>

Subject:
Re: We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population

goal.

agree - let me know when



On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:11 AM, Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which has

strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a level

that park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official

population goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there will be

about 4,200 bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this spring.” The

article notes that “the official population goal for the park’s bison population is 3,000, set in

2000 by the federal, state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency Bison Management

Plan.” However, “Montana wildlife officials say they would need to study the matter further

before agreeing to officially change the population goal from 3,000 to 4,200 bison.”

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482

"Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 06:36:59 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

"Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>, "Hambleton,

Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>, "Paul (Dan)

Smith" <paul_smith@nps.gov>

Subject:
Re: We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population

goal.

Do we want anyone from Yellowstone at the meeting?

Dave

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:16 AM, Combs, Susan <susan combs@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

agree - let me know when

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:11 AM, Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which

has strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a

level that park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official

population goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there will

be about 4,200 bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this spring.”



The article notes that “the official population goal for the park’s bison population is 3,000,

set in 2000 by the federal, state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency Bison

Management Plan.” However, “Montana wildlife officials say they would need to study the

matter further before agreeing to officially change the population goal from 3,000 to 4,200

bison.”

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482

-- 

David A. Mihalic

Senior Advisor to the Secretary

United States Department of the Interior

MIB Room 6124

1849 "C" Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Phone: 202-208-4130

cell: 202-706-4978

david mihalic@ios.doi.gov

Remember, everything I send or receive is subject to the Freedom of Information Act

"Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 06:41:25 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

"Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>,

David Mihalic <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>, "Paul (Dan)

Smith" <paul_smith@nps.gov>

Subject:
Re: We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population

goal.

Ryan,

Can you take the lead on setting this up?

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116



Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:16 AM, Combs, Susan <susan combs@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

agree - let me know when

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:11 AM, Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which

has strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a

level that park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official

population goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there will

be about 4,200 bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this spring.”

The article notes that “the official population goal for the park’s bison population is 3,000,

set in 2000 by the federal, state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency Bison

Management Plan.” However, “Montana wildlife officials say they would need to study the

matter further before agreeing to officially change the population goal from 3,000 to 4,200

bison.”

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482

"Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 06:44:01 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

"Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>, David

Mihalic <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>, "Paul (Dan) Smith"

<paul_smith@nps.gov>

Subject:
Re: We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population

goal.

Yup, I will do that.

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:41 AM, Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Ryan,

Can you take the lead on setting this up?



Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:16 AM, Combs, Susan <susan combs@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

agree - let me know when

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:11 AM, Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which

has strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a

level that park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official

population goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there

will be about 4,200 bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this

spring.” The article notes that “the official population goal for the park’s bison population

is 3,000, set in 2000 by the federal, state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency

Bison Management Plan.” However, “Montana wildlife officials say they would need to

study the matter further before agreeing to officially change the population goal from

3,000 to 4,200 bison.”

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482





• Huffington Post: The Curious Case Of The Russian Oligarch And National Park Service Latrines.

• Associated Press: National Parks Draw 1.7M Visitors To West Virginia In 2017.

• Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle: National Park Service Axing Yellowstone-Teton Joint Pass.

• Silver City (NM) Sun-News: Gila Cliff Dwellings Increases Fees To Address Infrastructure

Needs.

• Associated Press: Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.

• Los Angeles Times: Hawaii’s Volcanoes National Park To Close Friday Because Of Fears Of An

Explosion.

• Columbus News Team (NE): Homestead National Monument Of America Receives Marshall

Award.

• Fredericksburg (VA) Free Lance-Star: Tree Cleanup To Start Monday At Wilderness Battlefield.

• Bay Area Reporter (CA): SF Women’s Building Wins National Historic Listing.

Insular And International Affairs
• We Returned $300K, Not Nearly $3M To Feds.

US Geological Survey
• USA Today: Hawaii Volcano On Verge Of New Eruption That Could Send Ash, Sulfur Dioxide

Spewing.

Opinion Pieces
• In Secretary Zinke’s Reach, The Key To Unlocking Federal Public Lands.

• We Can Protect Wildlife Without Holding Industry Hostage.

• Editorial: Time Has Come For Solving Wild Horse Problem.

• Additional Reading.

Top National News
• NBC: In Wake Of Prisoner Release, Trump Sets Summit Date With Kim.

• Bloomberg News: Budget Surplus Sets Record In April.

• Bloomberg News: White House Calls For “Hands-Off” Approach To Regulating AI Technology.

• Associated Press: Pruitt Says EPA Will Overhaul How Clean Air Act Regulations Are Enforced.

• Associated Press: FCC: Net Neutrality Rules’ Repeal Date Is June 11.

Editorial Wrap-Up
• New York Times.

   - “When Jurors Are Silenced.”

• Washington Post.

   - “DC Inmates Are Getting Out Of Jail Free.”

   - “Gina Haspel Fails The Test.”

• Wall Street Journal.

   - “One More Immigration Try.”

   - “Have We Got A Muni Bond For You.”

   - “Malaysia’s Democratic Spring.”

Big Picture
• Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.

Washington Schedule
• Today’s Events In Washington.

Last Laughs
• Late Night Political Humor.

DOI In The News



Zinke’s Turn On The Hill.
Politico (5/10, Tamborrino) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on Thursday was

scheduled to discuss his department’s budget request for fiscal 2019 with Senate

appropriators. Democrats were expected “to bring up familiar topics, such as his plans to

reorganize the department and last year’s decision to shrink national monuments in

Utah.” Subcommittee Chair Lisa Murkowski “may be interested in hearing more about

Zinke’s plans for oil and gas development in Alaska, after Interior kicked off its

environmental review of potential drilling in part of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

thanks to language she got included in last year’s tax bill.”

        Also reporting are Fox News (5/10) and KRWG-FM Las Cruces (NM) Las Cruces, NM

(5/10).

        Zinke Tells Panel Definitive Word On Offshore Drilling Plan Months Away. Courthouse

News (5/10, Buchman) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on Thursday

“reiterated that no new oil and gas exploration will be allowed off the Florida coast, but

said the Trump administration’s plans for other offshore areas won’t be announced until

the fall.” Zinke “also rejected any notion that the Interior would curtail safety standards

for oil and gas developers.” He said, “Offshore oil and gas is a greater risk. The industry

understands that too. Nobody wants a spill. Our framework does not skirt safety, we

increase it.”

        Also reporting are the Orlando (FL) Sentinel (5/10, Skoneki) and the Tampa Bay

(FL) Times (5/10, Leary).

        Zinke Says National Parks Repair Plan ‘Sound And Prudent’. The Washington

Examiner (5/10, Siciliano) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on Thursday

“justified his plan to repair national parks with energy revenue as ‘sound and prudent

policy,’ as some Democrats questioned the plan.” In testimony before a subcommittee of

the Senate Appropriations Committee on his fiscal 2019 budget proposal, Zinke said, “My

priority with this budget is infrastructure repair.”

        Montana Senators Question Zinke’s Proposed Cuts To Land And Water Conservation
Fund. The Helena (MT) Independent Record (5/10, Kuglin) reports that Interior

Secretary Ryan Zinke on Thursday “appeared before a subcommittee of Senate

Appropriations to present Interior’s $11.7 billion funding request for fiscal year 2019.”

The Trump Administration’s “proposed FY19 budget would cut” the Land and Water

Conservation Fund “to about $8 million as well as prohibit land acquisition, bringing a

number of questions from committee members.” In response to questioning, Zinke

replied that “I’ve long been supporter of the LWCF program — as a former congressman

I’ve seen the benefits of the LWCF program. I’ve been a supporter of permanent

reauthorization. It’s hard to justify taking in more land when we haven’t addressed the

maintenance problem of our current holdings. If we’re maintaining what we have, then I

do agree with expansion of the LWCF program.”

        Also reporting is the Missoula Current (MT) (5/10, Devlin) and KTVQ-TV Billings, MT

(5/11).

Federal Government Braces For Another Devastating Wildfire Season.
GrayDC (5/10, Austin) reports that Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke and Secretary of

Agriculture Sonny Perdue on Thursday hosted a briefing on the forecast for this year’s

wildfire season. Zinke “says this problem isn’t going away on its own.” He said, “I think

we will all agree that the temperatures are hotter, the seasons longer, and there’s more

fuel load. We have to be a little more aggressive.”

        Also reporting are the Salt Lake (UT) Tribune (5/10, Burr), the Fence Post (5/10)

and Agri-Pulse (5/10, Enoch).

Land Bill Would Create Jurassic National Monument In Utah.
The AP (5/10) reports that “new legislation from a pair of Republican Utah lawmakers

would create the Jurassic National Monument at a dinosaur fossil site and create a

conservation area around the rugged San Rafael Swell.” Sen. Orrin Hatch and Rep. John

Curtis “said Wednesday their sweeping new land reform bill would protect nearly 1



million acres of natural lands in central Utah’s Emery County.” The proposal has support

from local officials, but “some environmental activists are planning to fight the measure.”

According to the article, “The Sierra Club, South Utah Wilderness Alliance and Natural

Resources Defense Council called it a step backward that leaves some lands unprotected

and allows motor vehicles into too many areas.”

Bishop Wants To Turn Utah’s Golden Spike Into National Park.
The AP (5/10) reports that Rep. Rob Bishop “wants to turn northern Utah’s Golden Spike

National Historic Site into a national park.” Bishop said “that he’s introducing legislation

Thursday that would elevate the status of the site at Promontory Summit where the first

transcontinental railroad in country was completed in 1869.” Bishop is “known for his

opposition to the establishment of southern Utah’s Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-

Escalante national monuments by past presidents but he says the national park proposal

is unrelated and will spur tourism ‘but do it in the right way.’”

Bureau Of Indian Affairs

Senators Back Counties’ Request For More Time To Review Cayugas’ Land Trust
Application.
The Auburn (NY) Citizen (5/10, Harding) reports that “New York’s U.S. senators support

a request from Cayuga and Seneca counties for the Bureau of Indian Affairs to extend

the comment period to 120 days for the Cayuga Nation’s land-into-trust application.” The

Bureau of Indian Affairs “recently notified local governments that there is a 30-day

comment period for the Cayuga Nation’s request to place six parcels of land into trust.”

Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand and Chuck Schumer “also requested more time to allow local

government officials to review a 2014 opinion issued by the Department of the Interior,”

which was “in response to a 2009 Supreme Court decision that dealt with the bureau’s

authority to place land into trust.”

Cherokee Nation Drops Suit Against Feds Seeking FCA Action.
Law360 (5/10, Westney) reports that “the Cherokee Nation told a D.C. federal court

Thursday that it wanted to end its suit seeking to force the government to bring False

Claims Act litigation on the tribe’s behalf for purported health care fraud.” In a notice of

voluntary dismissal, the tribe “asked to dismiss without prejudice its December 2016 suit

alleging the U.S. Department of Justice, the U.S. Department of the Interior and its

Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services flouted

their trust responsibilities.”

Elizabeth Warren Aids Tribe With Checkered Past In Bid To Defuse ‘Pocahontas’
Problem.
The Washington Times (5/10, Richardson) reports tat Sen. Elizabeth Warren is “pushing

federal legislation to help deliver a casino” to the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe. Warren’s

bill, introduced in March with Sen. Edward Markey, “would allow the Mashpee

Wampanoag Tribe to build a $1 billion gaming resort about halfway between Boston and

Cape Cod even though a federal court blocked the project in 2016.” The Senate

legislation and “its House companion have drawn cheers from tribal leaders eager to

resume construction on the lavish complex while stirring resentment among locals

irritated at the prospect of Congress big-footing the ongoing Interior Department

review.”

Former BIA Cop Gets 3 Years In Prison For Coercing Woman Into Sex Resulting In
A Pregnancy.
The Billings (MT) Gazette (5/10, Wilson) reports that “a former Bureau of Indian Affairs

police officer will spend three years in federal prison after he admitted to using his

position of authority to coerce a woman into having sex and impregnating her.” Dana



Michael Bullcoming was “sentenced Thursday in U.S. District Court in Billings after he

pleaded guilty in December to deprivation of rights under color of law.”

        Also reporting is the AP (5/10).

Poaching Hotline Tips Help Utah DWR Officials In Poaching Cases.
Utah Public Radio (5/10, Bringhurst) reports that Utah Division of Wildlife Resources

investigators and officers “have made at least two arrests in a series of animal poaching

cases because of a tip hotline,” including one case involving the Federal Bureau of

Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. According to the article, “In 2016 DWR

Conservation Officer Eric Miller received tips through Utah’s Help Stop Poaching Hotline

that a wanted felon in northeastern Utah possessed firearms and was using them to

illegally kill prized wildlife. These tips eventually led to the arrest of Kenny Swenson Jr.

for poaching and more. ... Miller worked with other DWR investigators, the FBI, BIA,

Uintah County Sheriff, Duchesne County Sheriff and the Roosevelt Police Department to

track and detain Swenson.”

Bureau Of Land Management

Former BLM Campground Host Files Sexual Harassment Complaint.
The Taos (NM) News (5/10, Hooks) reports that “a former campground host at the Río

Grande del Norte National Monument filed a discrimination complaint stemming from

alleged sexual harassment she said occurred while she was employed by the federal

Bureau of Land Management.” According to the document filed May 2 in U.S. District

Court in New Mexico, “the complainant alleges she was sexually harassed by another

BLM employee last summer.” Additionally, the former employee “alleges that when she

reported the escalating incidents to a superior, the BLM retaliated by terminating her and

her husband and made them leave the campground where they were living and working.”

Bureau Of Ocean Energy Management

Pentagon Warns Against Offshore Drilling In Eastern Gulf Of Mexico.
The Hill (5/10, Cama) reports the Defense Department sent a report to two US House

committees this week advising that oil and gas drilling in the eastern portion of the Gulf

of Mexico could disrupt military training activities unless restrictions are in place. The

report called the area “an irreplaceable national asset used by DOD to develop and

maintain the readiness of our combat forces” and said “military flexibility in the region

would be lost and test and training activities would be severely affected” in the absence

of “sufficient surface limiting stipulations and/or oil and gas activity restrictions.” The Hill

said “the report is likely to provide significant fodder to Florida leaders, Democrats and

others who want to keep the eastern Gulf closed” to drilling.

        Reuters (5/10, Gardner) reports that Erik Milito, director of upstream operations at

the American Petroleum Institute, said the report confirmed “collaboration between the

Department of Defense and Interior will enable the successful coexistence of continued

military training and expanded American oil production.”

        Also reporting are the Washington Examiner (5/10, Siciliano).

Fish And Wildlife Service

Enviros’ CRA Challenge Over Nixed Hunting Rule Gets Tossed.
Law360 (5/10, Powell) reports that “a federal judge on Wednesday threw out a lawsuit

brought by an environmental group to challenge the constitutionality of the

Congressional Review Act after it was used under the Trump administration to roll back a

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service rule prohibiting certain hunting and trapping practices on

protected federal lands in Alaska.” U.S. District Judge Sharon L. Gleason “dismissed the

Center for Biological Diversity’s lawsuit attacking the CRA.”



Idaho Wildlife Officials Approve Limited Grizzly Bear Hunt.
The AP (5/10) reports that “the Idaho Fish and Game Commission on Thursday approved

a limited hunting season for grizzly bears in eastern Idaho just a year after the animals

were removed from the Endangered Species List.” Under the plan, the article says, the

Department of Fish and Game will “hold a random drawing to award one Idaho hunter a

grizzly tag for a hunting season running from Sept. 1 to Nov. 15.” Reuters (5/10,

Zuckerman) reports that “both Idaho and Wyoming plan hunting seasons this fall while

Montana said it was holding off to ensure the bears’ long-term recovery.”

National Park Service

Lawmakers Push To Make Civil Rights Landmarks National Monuments.
USA Today (5/10, Berry) reports that the National Park Service is considering whether to

designate the Tallahatchie County Courthouse and “other civil rights sites in Mississippi

as national monuments and include them in the federal park system.” According to the

article, “the effort to highlight key sites in Emmett Till’s life and death is part of a broader

push by congressional lawmakers and others to highlight the importance of civil rights

landmarks in the nation’s history.” Reps. Bennie Thompson and Terri Sewell are “pushing

for significant but sometimes little-recognized civil rights sites – including courthouses,

homes, jails and even bus stops – to be included in the national park system.”

The Curious Case Of The Russian Oligarch And National Park Service Latrines.
The Huffington Post (5/10, D'angelo) reports that “sanctions that the Trump

administration slapped on a Russian oligarch as part of an effort to punish the country for

its hostile behavior in Crimea, Ukraine and Syria likely delayed the delivery of sewage

pump equipment to the headquarters of the National Mall last month, forcing National

Park Service employees to continue using portable toilets at work.” The National Park

Service “hired Chesapeake Environmental Equipment, a company based in Forest Hill,

Maryland, that distributes Sulzer’s products.” Mike Litterst, a spokesman for the National

Park Service, said, “Chesapeake Environmental Equipment provided the equipment we

ordered, and did so within the requested time frame.” According to the article, “while the

sanctions likely were not the sole reason for a delay, they appear to have further slowed

toilet repair at the park service building.”

National Parks Draw 1.7M Visitors To West Virginia In 2017.
The AP (5/11) reports that “a new report shows the national parks in West Virginia drew

1.7 million visitors last year.” The National Park Service report “said visitors to the state’s

national parks in 2017 spent $72.8 million in nearby communities, resulting in economic

output totaling $84 million.” The activity “supported 1,080 jobs and $28.8 million in labor

income.”

National Park Service Axing Yellowstone-Teton Joint Pass.
The Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle (5/10, Wright) reports that “visitors to both

Yellowstone and Grand Teton national parks will be forced to pay at the gates of both

parks starting this June.” Linda Veress, a Yellowstone spokeswoman, “said in an email

Thursday morning that the $50 weekly pass that covered entrance to both parks will no

longer be available beginning June 1.” The article notes “that’s the same day a

nationwide fee increase will take effect, bringing per car prices at each park from $30 to

$35.” Veress said, “Eliminating the two-park fee schedule improves operational efficiency

and recognizes that these parks are managed independently of one another.”

        Also reporting is Yellowstone Insider (5/10, Reichard).

Gila Cliff Dwellings Increases Fees To Address Infrastructure Needs.
The Silver City (NM) Sun-News (5/10) reports that Gila Cliff Dwellings National

Monument will “modify its entrance fees to provide additional funding for infrastructure



and maintenance needs, the National Park Service announced in a news release.”

Entrance fees will increase to “$10 per person effective May 31.” According to the

release, “the additional revenue from entrance fees will replace the worn and damaged

front doors of the Gila Cliff Dwellings visitor center with accessible and automatic doors,

and pay for stabilization work on walls of the cliff dwellings.”

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which

has strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a

level that park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official

population goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there

will be about 4,200 bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this

spring.” The article notes that “the official population goal for the park’s bison population

is 3,000, set in 2000 by the federal, state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency

Bison Management Plan.” However, “Montana wildlife officials say they would need to

study the matter further before agreeing to officially change the population goal from

3,000 to 4,200 bison.”

Hawaii’s Volcanoes National Park To Close Friday Because Of Fears Of An
Explosion.
The Los Angeles Times (5/10, Hamm) reports that “most of Hawaii Island’s Volcanoes

National Park will close Friday because of concerns about what the park is calling a

‘steam-induced explosion at the summit of Kilauea.’” The park will be closed “until further

notice,” a release said.

        Also reporting is UPI (5/10, Downs).

Homestead National Monument Of America Receives Marshall Award.
Columbus News Team (NE) (5/10, Kennedy) reports that “the Homestead National

Monument of America is the recipient of this year’s Charles Marshall Unit Award, from

Eastern National.” Eastern National President and CEO, Kevin Kissling “says the

monument contacted Eastern National about two years in advance, about preparing for a

mass influx of people who wanted a location to view the total solar eclipse, which

occurred last August.”

Tree Cleanup To Start Monday At Wilderness Battlefield.
The Fredericksburg (VA) Free Lance-Star (5/10) reports that beginning May 14,

“contractors will remove more than 100 storm-damaged trees on the Wilderness

Battlefield in the Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park.” The work will

“continue for about six weeks, ending about June 25.”

SF Women’s Building Wins National Historic Listing.
The Bay Area Reporter (CA) (5/10, Bajko) reports that the San Francisco Women’s

Building has been added to the National Register of Historic Places. The National Park

Service “approved the listing on April 30 and only recently publicly disclosed its decision.”

Insular And International Affairs

We Returned $300K, Not Nearly $3M To Feds.
The Pacific (GUM) Daily News (5/10, Eugenio) reports that “Guam’s conservation officers

are undermanned and under-equipped, Lt. Mark Aguon, officer in charge of the

Department of Agriculture’s Law Enforcement section, told lawmakers during the

agency’s budget hearing Thursday.” Aguon “said there are only nine officers, including

him, to enforce Guam laws and rules to protect fish, wildlife, endangered and threatened

species and forestry laws, despite repeated requests for funding to hire up to 15 or 25

offcers.” Lawmakers “also asked Agriculture officials about a report the U.S. Department



of the Interior’s Office of Inspector General, which stated Guam Agriculture claimed only

$4.58 million of the $7.23 million available to it for two fiscal years for wildlife

conservation and sport fishing restoration.” Agency Director Matthew Sablan said, “As far

as monies being not spent or lost, it’s not true.” After the hearing, Celestino Aguon, chief

of Agriculture’s Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources, “said only about $300,000 in

grant money was unused, not $3 million.”

US Geological Survey

Hawaii Volcano On Verge Of New Eruption That Could Send Ash, Sulfur Dioxide
Spewing.
USA Today (5/10, Stanglin) reports that “scientists warn that Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano is

on the verge of a new explosion that could send ash, steam and sulfur dioxide spewing

from the summit crater and toss six-foot wide boulders as far as a half-mile away in all

directions.” According to the Hawaiian Volcanic Observatory of the U.S. Geological

Survey, “primary hazards of concern should this activity occur are ballistic projectiles and

ashfall.” However, the scientists “said they were uncertain exactly when the new eruption

would occur, how long it would last or how violent it would be.”

        Also reporting are the AP (5/9, YAN, McAVOY), CNN (5/10, Karimi, Hanna), and

Reuters (5/10, Sylvester).

Opinion Pieces

In Secretary Zinke’s Reach, The Key To Unlocking Federal Public Lands.
For the “Congress” blog of The Hill (5/10, Fosburgh), Whit Fosburgh, president and CEO

of the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership, urges Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke

to follow Theodore Roosevelt’s “lead” during his appearance before the Senate

Appropriations Interior Subcommittee on Thursday by “positioning himself as a leading

champion of the Land and Water Conservation Fund.” Fosburgh supports “expanding

public access through strategic land acquisitions and easements” to “make them

available to all Americans.” Fosburgh hopes “that Zinke will call on Congress to

permanently reauthorize this critical public lands program—something he did multiple

times while serving in the House of Representatives—and to fully fund it.”

We Can Protect Wildlife Without Holding Industry Hostage.
In an op-ed for The Hill (5/10, Charters, McDonald), Tim Charters, senior director,

Government and Political Affairs for the National Ocean Industries Association, and

Samantha McDonald, a director of Government Relations for the Independent Petroleum

Association of America, defends a “decision by the Department of the Interior solicitor to

bring clarity to the enforcement of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.” According to the

authors, “the overly strict enforcement of incidental take against American industry

under MBTA is about hamstringing vital economic development and energy production.”

They argue that the Trump Administration’s interpretation of the law is a “common sense

approach ensures that lawful industrial activities are not held hostage to unnecessary

threats of criminalization allowing industry to focus on protecting birds, building projects

and fueling our economy, without facing the threat of arbitrary punitive decisions.”

Editorial: Time Has Come For Solving Wild Horse Problem.
The Salem (OR) Capital Press (5/10) editorializes that the Bureau of Land Management

has “come up with a plan – actually, four plans – for reducing the wild horse population

to 26,715, which they figure is a manageable and sustainable number.” The editorial

urges Congress “to approve an effective combination that will help BLM managers get the

wild horse problem under control as quickly as possible.” It concludes that “something

new needs to be done with the wild horses, because what’s already been done hasn’t

worked.”









billion in April. April tax receipts “totaled $510 billion, about 12 percent more than the

same period last year, while outlays increased by 8.4 percent to $296 billion.” The CBO

said the surplus “reflected stronger economic activity over the past year.”

White House Calls For “Hands-Off” Approach To Regulating AI Technology.
Bloomberg News (5/10, Brody) reports that in a meeting with tech industry executives

on Thursday, White House officials “unveiled a hands-off regulatory approach to foster

the development of artificial intelligence.” White House Science Adviser Michael Kratsios

“told representatives of companies including Alphabet Inc.’s Google, Facebook Inc.,

Goldman Sachs Group Inc. and Boeing Co. that they’ll have the greatest possible latitude

to develop AI,” adding that “erecting barriers to innovation does not stop the future.” The

Wall Street Journal (5/10, McKinnon) says Administration officials vowed that the US

would remain in the lead on developing AI technologies. Kratsios said the Administration

would make advancing AI research a priority.

Pruitt Says EPA Will Overhaul How Clean Air Act Regulations Are Enforced.
The AP (5/10, Knickmeyer) reports that EPA Administrator Pruitt “is overhauling the way

his agency sets pollution limits under the Clean Air Act, announcing Thursday that

regulators will seek input on the economic impact of enforcing the landmark federal law.”

According to the AP, the EPA “will ask its advisory committees to consider how

enforcement affects the economy, and will seek input from state and local government,

tribes and others.” In a statement, Pruitt said, “The principles laid out in this

memorandum will reform the process for setting national air quality standards in a

manner consistent with cooperative federalism and the rule of law.”

FCC: Net Neutrality Rules’ Repeal Date Is June 11.
The AP (5/10, Anderson) reports that the FCC “has set June 11 as the repeal date for ‘net

neutrality’ rules meant to prevent broadband companies from exercising more control

over what people watch and see on the internet.” The AP notes that FCC Chairman Ajit

Pai “says the repeal aims to replace ‘heavy-handed’ rules with a ‘light-touch’ approach to

internet regulation.” Reuters (5/10) notes that “a group of states and others have sued

to try to block the new rules from taking effect.” Reuters adds that the Senate “is set to

vote as early as next week on whether to reject the FCC repeal of the net neutrality rules

– but that effort faces an uphill battle.”

Editorial Wrap-Up

New York Times.
“When Jurors Are Silenced.” The New York Times (5/10) editorializes that in 48 states

and in federal trials, a unanimous jury vote is necessary for a guilty verdict in a felony

case, but “two states, Oregon and Louisiana, continue to hold out against this

fundamental principle,” as “both permit juries in felony trials to return guilty verdicts

even if one or two jurors vote to acquit.” Louisiana “goes further, allowing split verdicts

in murder cases, where convictions can result in sentences of life without parole.” The

Times adds that “the few remaining defenders of this practice claim that it’s necessary

for the ‘efficient’ functioning of the legal system,” but, the Times argues, “when 48 states

and the federal government disagree with you, it’s worth considering the possibility that

you might be wrong.” The Times contends “majority rule is good when it comes to the

democratic process, but it’s not enough when someone’s constitutional rights and liberty

are at stake.”

Washington Post.
“DC Inmates Are Getting Out Of Jail Free.” The Washington Post (5/10) editorializes

that US District Judge Emmet G. Sullivan “has ordered D.C. officials to explain a string of

unauthorized early releases of inmates facing charges.” The Post notes that “it’s not the



first time city officials have been hauled into court by federal judges irate about record-

keeping at the D.C. jail,” and that “such cases stretch back as far as two decades; and

what’s most troubling is that the same explanations – confusion over orders, human

error, inadequate staff – seem to recur.” The Post concludes, “no doubt it is a hard job,”

but “that can’t excuse holding innocent people, nor turning dangerous ones loose.”

        “Gina Haspel Fails The Test.” The Washington Post (5/10) editorializes that CIA

Director-designate Gina Haspel “faced a clear test when she appeared before the Senate

Intelligence Committee” to “make clear that she will never again accept orders to carry

out acts that so clearly violate American moral standards. ... Haspel did not meet that

test.” The Post says this is important when the US “is led by a president who has cheered

for torture [and] who lacks respect for the rule of law.”

Wall Street Journal.
“One More Immigration Try.” A Wall Street Journal (5/10) editorial praises a

discharge petition by some House Republicans to force a vote on immigration proposals,

saying a vote would demonstrate that Republicans are sincere about resolving the DACA

issue and would provide vulnerable members with cover from attacks from the left.

        “Have We Got A Muni Bond For You.” A Wall Street Journal (5/10) editorial blasts

the Illinois state comptroller’s decision to garnish the city of Harvey’s tax revenues to pay

for pensions, noting that the move resulted in the city’s mayor announcing that a quarter

of its police and half of its firefighters would be laid off.

        “Malaysia’s Democratic Spring.” The Wall Street Journal (5/10, Hookway, Ngui)

reports that, in its first transfer of power since Malaysia’s independence in 1957,

Mahathir Mohamad was sworn in as the country’s new prime minister. He indicated he

plans to be tougher on Chinese investment, saying that projects may need to be

renegotiated if they don’t provide Malaysians with a sufficient economic boost. Markets

were on edge from the election’s results, and, at a news conference, Mahathir sought to

reassure businesses, saying, “We intend to build [up the] economy with the help of

investors from inside and outside the country.”

Big Picture

Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.

Wall Street Journal: 

US Raises Pressure On Iran With Sanctions On Currency Exchange 

Record Buybacks Help Steady Wobbly Stock Market 

Fall Of Malaysia’s Ruling Party, After Six Decades In Power, Shakes Vital US Ally 

Goldman Sachs, Apple Team Up On New Credit Card 

New York Times: 

Israel And Iran, Newly Emboldened, Exchange Blows In Syria Face-Off 

Trump Exults In Release Of Prisoners And A Date Next Month With Kim Jong-un 

Kirstjen Nielsen, Chief Of Homeland Security, Almost Resigned After Trump Tirade 

Military Inquiry Finds Soldiers Were Unprepared In Deadly Niger Ambush 

In Malaysia, The Old Prime Minister Promises A New Order 

The Brazen Bootlegging Of A Multibillion-Dollar Sports Network 

Washington Post: 

At 4 Hannity Properties, Frequent Eviction Threats 

Numerous Failures In Niger, Report Says 

AT&T Pact With Cohen Included Merger Aid 

Trump And Kim To Meet In Singapore 

Israel Attacks Iran In Syria 

Washington Times: 



Israel, Iran Move Closer To Open War After Exchanging Missile Barrages 

Bassmaster Tournaments Seek Calmer Waters As La. Trial Lawyers Spoil ‘Sportsmen’s

Paradise’ 

Trump Readies Crackdown On Foreign ‘Freeloading’ In Bid To Lower Prescription Drug

Prices 

Iraqi Election May Check Iran’s Hopes For Increased Regional Influence 

Chinese-American Filmmaker Bucks Cultural Appropriation Charge With ‘The Rider’ 

Elizabeth Warren Aids Tribe With Checkered Past In Bid To Defuse ‘Pocahontas’ Problem 

Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 

ABC: US-North Korea Relations; Trump-Homeland Security Chief; Iran-Israel Conflict;

Severe Weather; Hawaii Volcano Eruption; Niger US Casualty Investigation; Mexico Drug

Cartels; Cohen-Presidential Access; Yale-Student Racism; Road Rage Murder Suspect;

College Student Death; Baby Rescue; Career Lineman. 

CBS: US-North Korea Relations; Trump-Homeland Security Chief; Iran-Israel Conflict;

Niger US Casualty Investigation; ISIS Leaders Captured; Cohen-Presidential Access;

Russia Election Meddling Investigation; Hawaii Volcano Eruption; Yale-Student Racism;

USA Gymnastics Scandal; Baby Rescue; UK Royal Wedding-Household Calvary. 

NBC: US-North Korea Relations; Iran-Israel Conflict; FCC-Robocall Fine; Niger US

Casualty Investigation; Yale-Student Racism; Pittsburgh-Tech Jobs; Sun Screen Tips;

Pittsburgh-City Life; Pittsburgh-Refugee Charity. 

Network TV At A Glance: 

US-North Korea Relations – 6 minutes, 55 seconds 

Iran-Israel Conflict – 5 minutes, 30 seconds 

Niger US Casualty Investigation – 4 minutes, 30 seconds 

Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: Niger US Casualty Investigation; Cohen-Presidential Access; Trump-Indiana Rally;

Iran-Israel Conflict. 

CBS: Trump-Indiana Rally; Trump-Homeland Security Chief; ISIS Leaders Captured;

Niger US Casualty Investigation. 

FOX: Trump-Indiana Rally; US-North Korea Relations; Hawaii Volcano Eruption. 

NPR: Trump-Indiana Rally; Opioid Crisis; Epipen Shortage; Niger US Casualty

Investigation. 

Washington Schedule

Today’s Events In Washington.
White House: 

PRESIDENT TRUMP — Hosts roundtable with CEOs of auto companies; gives remarks on

lowering drug prices; meets with the Secretary of State. 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE — No public schedule announced. 

US Senate: No public schedule announced. 

US House: No votes scheduled in the House of Representatives. 

Other: 12:00 PM Congressional Briefing on ‘State Opportunities to Address Prescription

Drug Costs in Medicaid’ – Alliance for Health Policy Congressional Briefing on ‘State

Opportunities to Address Prescription Drug Costs in Medicaid’, featuring Centers for

Medicare and Medicaid Services Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services Division of

Pharmacy Director John Coster, National Academy for State Health Policy Executive

Director Trish Riley, University of Oklahoma College of Pharmacy Pharmacy Management

Consultants Director Terry Cothran, and Colorado Department of Health Care Policy &

Financing Client and Clinical Care Office Pharmacy Clinical Manager Cathy Traugott

Location: Reserve Officers Association, 1 Constitution Ave, NE, Washington, DC

www.allhealthpolicy.org https://twitter.com/AllHealthPolicy 

        12:30 PM Council on Foreign Relations ‘World Economic Update’ event – Council on



Foreign Relations ‘World Economic Update’ event, highlighting the quarter’s emerging

trends in the global marketplace, with emphasis on current economic events and their

implications for U.S. policy. Speakers include Peterson Institute for International

Economics Senior Fellow Monica B. de Bolle, Wall Street Journal Chief Economics

Commentator Greg Ip, and BNY Mellon Asset Management North America Chief

Economist and Investment Strategist Vincent Reinhart Location: Council on Foreign

Relations, 1777 F St, NW, Washington, DC www.cfr.org https://twitter.com/CFR_org

        2:30 PM James Comey speaks at Brookings – Former FBI Director James Comey

speaks at Brookings Institution, in conversation with Brookings Senior Fellow and

Lawfare Editor in Chief Benjamin Wittes for a live taping of the Lawfare Podcast Location:

The Brookings Institution, 1775 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC

http://www.brookings.edu https://twitter.com/BrookingsInst #LawfarePodcast

Last Laughs

Late Night Political Humor.
Conan O’Brien: “After years of imprisonment, the three hostages released by North

Korea yesterday arrived in Washington, DC at 3:00 a.m. and were met by President

Trump. ... The hostages laughed and said, ‘So seriously, where is the actual President?’”

Conan O’Brien: “A new poll came out and reveals the majority of Americans approve of

President Trump meeting with Kim Jong-un. Of course, the majority of Americans also

say they approve of Trump becoming North Korea’s next hostage. So take it with a grain

of salt.”

Trevor Noah: “The three Americans held by North Korea are back in the United States.

... I can see why one of these guys said it’s like a dream because one of these prisoners

was taken during the Obama Administration and he’s, like, ‘Wait, ‘The Apprentice’ guy is

President? Is this a dream?”

Trevor Noah: “It’s...strange Trump said Kim Jong-un was excellent to the prisoners. It’s

almost like they were the hostages but Trump had Stockholm syndrome.”

Trevor Noah: “Corporations paid millions of dollars into the same shell company that

[Michael] Cohen then used to pay off Stormy Daniels. Right now, I can’t believe that an

affair with a porn star is the least scandalous part of this story.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “It has been a bigly week for our President, who was up very late last

night. The President and First Lady were at Andrews Air Force Base this morning at

around 3:00 a.m. to greet three American detainees who were being held by Kim Jong-

un. The prisoners – the hostages – were said to be relieved to be free, happy to be

home, and baffled as to why the host of ‘The Celebrity Apprentice’ picked them up at the

airport.”

Jimmy Kimmel: Trump “actually thanked Kim Jong-un for releasing the men and for

treating them well. Right. Outside of the whole ‘kidnapping them and holding them

against their will for nothing’ thing, he was very hospitable. He really was.”

Stephen Colbert: “If you watch this show – and I hope you do – I give the President a lot

of the business. You know the zingers. But it’s nice when you see good things happen in

Trump’s America. For instance, early this morning, the three American hostages freed by

North Korea landed safely in the United States. Great news. Welcome home. Got to give

it up when good things happen. The President was there to meet the freed men, along

with Melania, who’s hoping to be freed next.”

Stephen Colbert: [On Trump saying Kim Jong-un was excellent to the hostages] “No, he







Conversation Contents

Fwd: Monthly Meeting: Slides

Attachments:

/31. Fwd: Monthly Meeting: Slides/1.1 4-11-18.pptx

Susan Combs <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

From: Susan Combs <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 04 2018 15:56:22 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: maureen_foster@ios.doi.gov

Subject: Fwd: Monthly Meeting: Slides

Attachments: 4-11-18.pptx

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Boulton, Caroline" <caroline boulton@ios.doi.gov>

Date: May 4, 2018 at 3:46:22 PM EDT

To: Joseph Balash <joseph balash@ios.doi.gov>, Timothy Petty

<timothy petty@ios.doi.gov>,  "Domenech, Douglas"

<douglas domenech@ios.doi.gov>, Scott Cameron <scott cameron@ios.doi.gov>, 

John Tahsuda <john.tahsuda@bia.gov>, John Tanner <john tanner@ios.doi.gov>, 

Vincent DeVito <vincent devito@ios.doi.gov>, Steven Howke

<steven howke@ios.doi.gov>,  Rick May <rick may@ios.doi.gov>, Susan Combs

<susan combs@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: Downey Magallanes <downey magallanes@ios.doi.gov>, Scott Hommel

<scott hommel@ios.doi.gov>,  David Bernhardt <

"Rees, Gareth" <gareth rees@ios.doi.gov>,  Aaron Thiele

<aaron thiele@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Monthly Meeting: Slides

All, 

On Wednesday we will have our next Monthly Meeting with Assistant Secretaries and

Directors. Everyone's slides are due to Aaron by noon on Tuesday. Please plan

ahead as I know many of you will be offsite that day.

The slides submitted for the cancelled April meeting are attached.

Also if you are unable to attend, you are still responsible for your slides, and please

let Downey and Scott know who will be presenting on your behalf. 

Thanks,

Caroline

(b)(6) - Bernhardt



-- 

Caroline Boulton

Special Assistant to the Secretary

Immediate Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.5403

"Thiele, Aaron" <aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Thiele, Aaron" <aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Mon May 07 2018 09:59:35 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Boulton, Caroline" <caroline_boulton@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

Joseph Balash <joseph_balash@ios.doi.gov>, Timothy

Petty <timothy_petty@ios.doi.gov>, "Domenech,

Douglas" <douglas_domenech@ios.doi.gov>, Scott

Cameron <scott_cameron@ios.doi.gov>, John Tahsuda

<john.tahsuda@bia.gov>, John Tanner

<john_tanner@ios.doi.gov>, Vincent DeVito

<vincent_devito@ios.doi.gov>, Steven Howke

<steven_howke@ios.doi.gov>, Rick May

<rick_may@ios.doi.gov>, Susan Combs

<susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>, Downey Magallanes

<downey_magallanes@ios.doi.gov>, Scott Hommel

<scott_hommel@ios.doi.gov>, David Bernhardt

<  "Rees, Gareth"

<gareth_rees@ios.doi.gov>, David Mihalic

<david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Monthly Meeting: Slides

I just want to remind everyone that slides are due tomorrow at noon. Please ensure that slides

will be completed if you are going to be out of the office tomorrow. 

Thanks. 

On Fri, May 4, 2018 at 3:46 PM, Boulton, Caroline <caroline boulton@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

All, 

On Wednesday we will have our next Monthly Meeting with Assistant Secretaries and

Directors. Everyone's slides are due to Aaron by noon on Tuesday. Please plan ahead as I

know many of you will be offsite that day.

The slides submitted for the cancelled April meeting are attached.

Also if you are unable to attend, you are still responsible for your slides, and please let

Downey and Scott know who will be presenting on your behalf. 

Thanks,

Caroline

-- 

Caroline Boulton

Special Assistant to the Secretary

Immediate Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.5403

(b)(6) - Bernhardt



"Thiele, Aaron" <aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Thiele, Aaron" <aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Tue May 08 2018 08:25:22 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Boulton, Caroline" <caroline_boulton@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

Joseph Balash <joseph_balash@ios.doi.gov>, Timothy

Petty <timothy_petty@ios.doi.gov>, John Tahsuda

<john.tahsuda@bia.gov>, John Tanner

<john_tanner@ios.doi.gov>, Vincent DeVito

<vincent_devito@ios.doi.gov>, Steven Howke

<steven_howke@ios.doi.gov>, Susan Combs

<susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Monthly Meeting: Slides

Good Morning, I just want to remind everyone that their slides for the Monthly meeting

tomorrow morning are due today.

On Mon, May 7, 2018 at 11:59 AM, Thiele, Aaron <aaron thiele@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

I just want to remind everyone that slides are due tomorrow at noon. Please ensure that

slides will be completed if you are going to be out of the office tomorrow. 

Thanks. 

On Fri, May 4, 2018 at 3:46 PM, Boulton, Caroline <caroline boulton@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

All, 

On Wednesday we will have our next Monthly Meeting with Assistant Secretaries and

Directors. Everyone's slides are due to Aaron by noon on Tuesday. Please plan ahead as I

know many of you will be offsite that day.

The slides submitted for the cancelled April meeting are attached.

Also if you are unable to attend, you are still responsible for your slides, and please let

Downey and Scott know who will be presenting on your behalf. 

Thanks,

Caroline

-- 

Caroline Boulton

Special Assistant to the Secretary

Immediate Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.5403

"Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Tue May 08 2018 08:44:58 GMT-0600 (MDT)



To: "Foster, Maureen" <maureen_foster@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Monthly Meeting: Slides

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Thiele, Aaron <aaron thiele@ios.doi.gov>

Date: Tue, May 8, 2018 at 10:25 AM

Subject: Re: Monthly Meeting: Slides

To: "Boulton, Caroline" <caroline boulton@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: Joseph Balash <joseph balash@ios.doi.gov>, Timothy Petty <timothy petty@ios.doi.gov>,

John Tahsuda <john.tahsuda@bia.gov>, John Tanner <john tanner@ios.doi.gov>, Vincent

DeVito <vincent devito@ios.doi.gov>, Steven Howke <steven howke@ios.doi.gov>, Susan

Combs <susan combs@ios.doi.gov>

Good Morning, I just want to remind everyone that their slides for the Monthly meeting

tomorrow morning are due today.

On Mon, May 7, 2018 at 11:59 AM, Thiele, Aaron <aaron thiele@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

I just want to remind everyone that slides are due tomorrow at noon. Please ensure that

slides will be completed if you are going to be out of the office tomorrow. 

Thanks. 

On Fri, May 4, 2018 at 3:46 PM, Boulton, Caroline <caroline boulton@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

All, 

On Wednesday we will have our next Monthly Meeting with Assistant Secretaries and

Directors. Everyone's slides are due to Aaron by noon on Tuesday. Please plan ahead as I

know many of you will be offsite that day.

The slides submitted for the cancelled April meeting are attached.

Also if you are unable to attend, you are still responsible for your slides, and please let

Downey and Scott know who will be presenting on your behalf. 

Thanks,

Caroline

-- 

Caroline Boulton
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U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.5403

-- 

Susan Combs
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Engineers Director of Contingency Operations and Homeland Security Charles Alexander

Jr.; Puerto Rico Government Development Bank President and Fiscal Agency & Financial

Advisory Authority Chairman of the Board Christian Sobrino-Vega; Puerto Rico Electric

Power Authority CEO Walter Higgins; Comision de Energia de Puerto Rico Comisionado

Asociado-Presidente Interino Jose Roman Morales; and Puerto Rico Manufacturers

Association President Rodrigo Masses Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 366,

Washington, DC http://energy.senate.gov/public/

        10:00 AM Senate Aging Committee hearing on insulin – Hearing on ‘Insulin Access

and Affordability: The Rising Cost of Treatment’, with testimony from American Diabetes

Association Chief Scientific, Medical, and Mission Officer William Cefalu; Paul Grant,

whose son has Type 1 diabetes; retiree Lois Ondik; and Johns Hopkins University’s Dr

Jeremy Greene Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 562, Washington, DC

http://aging.senate.gov/

        10:00 AM Senate Transportation subcommittee hearing on safe integration of

unmanned aircraft systems into the airspace – Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security

Subcommittee hearing on ‘Keeping Pace with Innovation – Update on the Safe

Integration of Unmanned Aircraft Systems into the Airspace’, with testimony from

Federal Aviation Administration Office of Unmanned Aircraft Systems Director Earl

Lawrence; Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International President and CEO

Brian Wynne; Helicopter Association International President and CEO Matthew Zuccaro;

and BNSF Railway Company Director of Technology Services Todd Graetz Location:

Russell Senate Office Building, Rm 253, Washington, DC http://commerce.senate.gov

https://twitter.com/SenateCommerce

        12:00 PM Jewish Heritage Month Capitol Hill celebration – Jewish Heritage Month

Capitol Hill celebration, ‘Tribute to American Jewry’, with Democrats Sens. Richard

Blumenthal, Sherrod Brown, Maria Cantwell, Ben Cardin, and Chris Van Hollen and Reps.

Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Joseph Kennedy, and Brad Schneider, and Republican Rep.

John Faso Location: Russell Senate Office Building, Rm 325, Washington, DC

http://www.jewishamericanheritagemonth.us

        2:00 PM Helsinki Commission briefing on the Ukraine. – The Commission on

Security and Cooperation in Europe/Helsinki Commission meets to receive a briefing on

ending the war in Ukraine. Location: 106 Dirksen Senate Office Building

http://www.csce.gov

        2:00 PM Helsinki Commission hosts briefing on ending the war in Ukraine – ‘Ending

the War in Ukraine’ Helsinki Commission briefing, featuring U.S. Special Representative

for Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volcker, who explores the way ahead for U.S. and

international policy on Ukraine in the wake of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s re-

election Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 2016, Washington, DC

http://www.csce.gov https://twitter.com/HelsinkiComm

        2:30 PM DHS Secretary Nielsen testifies Senate Appropriations subcommittee

hearing on FY’19 budget – Homeland Security Subcommittee ‘Hearing to review the

Fiscal Year 2019 funding request and budget justification for the U.S. Department of

Homeland Security’, with testimony from Secretary of Homeland Security Kirstjen Nielsen

Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 192, Washington, DC

http://appropriations.senate.gov/ https://twitter.com/SenateApprops

        2:30 PM Senate Appropriations subcommittee hearing on FY’19 LOC and AOC

budgets – Legislative Branch Subcommittee ‘Hearing to review the Fiscal Year 2019

funding request and budget justification for the Library of Congress and the Architect of

the Capitol’, with testimony from Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden and Architect of the

Capitol Stephen Ayers Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 124, Washington, DC

http://appropriations.senate.gov/ https://twitter.com/SenateApprops

        2:30 PM Closed Briefing: Intelligence Matters Location: Rm 219, Hart Senate Office

Bldg, Washington, DC http://intelligence.senate.gov

        4:00 PM Bipartisan, bicameral lawmakers hold panel discussion on apprenticeships

and the skills gap – Democrats Sen. Chris Coons and Rep. Donald Norcross and

Republicans Sen. Jerry Moran and Rep. David McKinley hold panel discussion and

reception on addressing the skills gap in America through apprenticeships, with experts



from PBS show ‘This Old House’, including Host Kevin O’Connor, carpenter Norm Abram,

plumbing and heating expert Richard Trethewey, general contractor Tom Silva, landscape

contractor Roger Cook and Generation Next’s Nathan Gilbert. Democratic Sen. Sherrod

Brown also speaks Location: Hart Senate Office Building, Rm 902, Washington, DC

coons.senate.gov https://twitter.com/SenCoonsOffice

US House: 9:00 AM Congressional Black Caucus Twitter town hall on ‘Community

Policing and Police Accountability’ – Congressional Black Caucus Twitter hosts

‘CBCDemandsJustice – A Twitter Town Hall on Community Policing and Police

Accountability’, with Caucus Chairman Democratic Rep. Cedric Richmond and members

using Twitter’s video-reply technology to respond to questions and comments from

constituents, celebrities, activists, and advocates Location: TBD https://cbc.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/OfficialCBC #CBCDemandsJustice 

        10:00 AM Hearing on ‘Challenges and Solutions in the Opioid Abuse Crisis’ Location:

Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2141, Washington, DC http://judiciary.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/HouseJudiciary

        10:00 AM House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing on Iran – Hearing on

‘Confronting the Iranian Challenge’, with testimony from former Assistant Secretary of

State for Political Military Affairs Lincoln Bloomfield Jr.; former Assistant Secretary of

State for Arms Control and Assistant Secretary for International Security and

Nonproliferation Stephen Rademaker; and former Rep. Jane Harman Location: Rayburn

House Office Building, Rm 2172, Washington, DC http://www.hcfa.house.gov

https://twitter.com/HFACrepublicans

        10:00 AM House Workforce subcommittee hearing on implications of the opioid

epidemic – Workforce Protections Subcommittee hearing on ‘The Opioid Epidemic:

Implications for the Federal Employees’ Compensation Act’, with testimony from

Inspector General Scott Dahl; CompPharma President Joe Paduda; Congressional

Research Service Acting Section Research Manager Scott Szymendera; and Workers

Compensation Research Institute Executive Vice President and Counsel Ramona Tanabe

Location: Rm 2175, Rayburn House Office Bldg, Washington, DC

http://edworkforce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/EdWorkforce

        10:00 AM House Ways and Means subcommittee hearing on the Medicare

Advantage Program – Health Subcommittee hearing on ‘The Current Status of and

Quality in the Medicare Advantage Program’, with testimony from University of Miami

Business School Health Sector Management & Policy Associate Professor Karoline

Mortensen; Clover Health Chief Technology Officer Andrew Toy; Independence Blue Cross

Senior Markets Senior Vice President Daphne Klausner, and Georgetown University

Health Policy Institute’s Jack Hoadley Location: Longworth House Office Building, Rm

1100, Washington, DC http://waysandmeans.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/WaysandMeansGOP

        10:00 AM House Commerce subcommittee on the opioid epidemic – Oversight and

Investigations Subcommittee hearing on ‘Combating the Opioid Epidemic: Examining

Concerns About Distribution and Diversion’, with testimony from Cardinal Health

Executive Chairman of the Board George Barrett; AmerisourceBergen Corporation

Chairman, President, and CEO Steven Collis; McKesson Corporation Chairman, President,

and CEO John Hammergren; Miami-Luken Chairman of the Board Dr Joseph Mastandrea;

and former H.D. Smith Wholesale Drug Company President and CEO J. Christopher Smith

Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2123, Washington, DC

http://energycommerce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce

        10:00 AM House Veterans Affairs Committee Business Meeting, markup hearing –

Business Meeting, to assign new member to subcommittees * Immediately followed by

markup hearing on ‘H.R. 299, the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2017’; ‘H.R.

1972, the VA Billing Accountability Act’; ‘H.R. 2147, the VA Treatment Court

Improvement Act of 2017’; ‘H.R. 3642, the Military SAVE Act’; ‘H.R. 3832, the Veterans

Opioid Abuse Prevention Act’; ‘H.R. 4245, the Veterans’ Electronic Health Record

Modernization Oversight Act of 2017’; ‘H.R. 4334, the Improving Oversight of Women

Veterans’ Care Act of 2017’; ‘H.R. 4451, as amended, the Homeless Veterans’

Reintegration Programs Reauthorization Act of 2017’; ‘H.R. 4635, to direct the Secretary



of Veterans Affairs to increase the number of peer-to-peer counselors providing

counseling for women veterans, and for other purposes’; ‘H.R. 4830, as amended, the

Servicemembers Improved Transition through Reforms for Ensuring Progress Act’; ‘H.R.

4958, the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2018’; and other

bills Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm 334, Washington, DC

http://veterans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseVetAffairs

        10:00 AM House Appropriations Committee markup hearing – Markup hearing on

‘FY 2019 Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations Bill’ and ‘FY 2019

Defense Appropriations Bill’ Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2359,

Washington, DC http://appropriations.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseAppropsGOP

        10:00 AM House Transportation subcommittee hearing on use of new maritime

technologies – Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee hearing on ‘Blue

Technologies: Use of New Maritime Technologies to Improve Efficiency and Mission

Performance’, with testimony from U.S. Coast Guard Assistant Commandant for

Acquisition & Chief Acquisition Officer Rear Adm. Michael Haycock; Coastal Observing

Research and Development Center Scripps Institution of Oceanography Eric Terrill; The

Maritime Alliance President Michael Jones; International Ocean Science and Technology

Industry Association Member Chris Coyle; Autonomous Surface Vehicles LLC CEO Thomas

Chance; Oregon State University, College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences’

Tuba Ozkan-Haller; and Consortium for Ocean Leadership President Rear Adm. (Ret.)

Jonathan White Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2167, Washington, DC

http://transportation.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/Transport

        10:00 AM House Technology subcommittees joint hearing on blockchain tech,

supply chains, and combating counterfeiting – Research and Technology Subcommittee

and Oversight Subcommittee joint hearing on ‘Leveraging Blockchain Technology to

Improve Supply Chain Management and Combat Counterfeit Goods’, with testimony from

Department of Homeland Security Science and Technology Directorate Cyber Security

Division Director Dr Douglas Maughan; Nuby Law IPR counsel Bob Chiaviello; Maersk

Head of Global Trade Digitization Michael White; and UPS Vice President for Global

Customs Brokerage Staff Chris Rubio Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2318,

Washington, DC http://science.house.gov https://twitter.com/HouseScience

        10:15 AM House Energy subcommittee on policy implications of electric and

conventional vehicles – Environment Subcommittee hearing on ‘Sharing the Road: Policy

Implications of Electric and Conventional Vehicles in the Years Ahead’, with testimony

from Automobile Club of Southern California Automotive Engineering Manager Megan

McKernan (on behalf of AAA); Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers President and CEO

Mitch Bainwol; Electric Drive Transportation Association President Genevieve Cullen;

Renewable Fuels Association President and CEO Bob Dinneen; Pacific Gas and Electric

Company President and CEO Geisha Williams; American Petroleum Institute Downstream

and Industry Operations Group Director Frank Macchiarola; Union of Concerned Scientists

Clean Vehicles Program Senior Engineer David Reichmuth; and Global Partners LP Senior

Vice President Dylan Remley (on behalf of the National Association of Convenience Stores

and Society of Gasoline Marketers of America) Location: Rayburn House Office Building,

Rm 2322, Washington, DC http://energycommerce.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce

        10:15 AM House Natural Resources Committee markup hearing – Markup hearing

on ‘H.R. 221, Hydrographic Services Improvement Amendments Act’, ‘H.R. 1791,

Mountains to Sound Greenway National Heritage Act’, ‘H.R. 2591, Modernizing the

Pittman-Robertson Fund for Tomorrow’s Needs Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 3535, Ruffey

Rancheria Restoration Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 4032, Gila River Indian Community Federal

Rights-of-Way, Easements and Boundary Clarification Act’, ‘H.R. 4506, Jobs for Tribes

Act’, ‘H.R. 4689, To authorize early repayment of obligations to the Bureau of

Reclamation within the Northport Irrigation District in the State of Nebraska’, ‘H.R. 5317,

To repeal section 2141 of the Revised Statutes to remove the prohibition on certain

alcohol manufacturing on Indian lands’, ‘H.R. 5655, Camp Nelson Heritage National

Monument Act’ Location: Longworth House Office Building, Rm 1324, Washington, DC

http://naturalresources.house.gov https://twitter.com/NatResources



        11:00 AM House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer regular pen-and-pad briefing Location:

H-144, U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC www.democraticwhip.gov/

https://twitter.com/WhipHoyer

        11:00 AM House Small Business subcommittee hearing on travel and tourism –

Economic Growth, Tax, and Capital Acces Subcommittee hearing on ‘Travel and Tourism:

A Small Business Angle’, with testimony from Virginia Tourism Corporation President and

CEO Rita McClenny; Travel Tech President Steve Shur; NEMO Equipment founder and

CEO Cam Brensinger (on behalf of Outdoor Industry Association); and Wealth Protection

Strategies President and CEO Jagruti Panwala (on behalf of Asian American Hotel Owner’s

Association) Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2360, Washington, DC

http://smallbusiness.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/SmallBizGOP

        12:00 PM Jewish Heritage Month Capitol Hill celebration – Jewish Heritage Month

Capitol Hill celebration, ‘Tribute to American Jewry’, with Democrats Sens. Richard

Blumenthal, Sherrod Brown, Maria Cantwell, Ben Cardin, and Chris Van Hollen and Reps.

Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Joseph Kennedy, and Brad Schneider, and Republican Rep.

John Faso Location: Russell Senate Office Building, Rm 325, Washington, DC

http://www.jewishamericanheritagemonth.us

        12:00 PM House meets for legislative business – House of Representatives meets

for legislative business, with agenda including consideration of ‘H.R. 3170 – Small

Business Development Center Cyber Training Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 4668 – Small Business

Advanced Cybersecurity Enhancements Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 4754 – Change Order

Transparency for Federal Contractors Act’, ‘H.R. 1700 – SCORE for Small Business Act of

2018’, ‘H.R. 1680 – Women’s Business Centers Improvements Act of 2018’, ‘H.R. 1702 –

Small Business Development Centers Improvement Act of 2018’, ‘H.R. 4111 – Spurring

Business in Communities Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 5236 – Main Street Employee Ownership Act

of 2018’, and ‘H.R. 4743 – Small Business 7(a) Lending Oversight Reform Act of 2018’

Location: U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC http://www.house.gov/

        1:00 PM Health Subcommittee hearing on improving substance use disorder

treatment – Health Subcommittee hearing on ‘Improving the Coordination and Quality of

Substance Use Disorder Treatment’, with testimony from Democratic Rep. Earl

Blumenauer; Santa Clara University Public Health Program Dean’s Executive Professor Dr

H. Westley Clark; Greensfelder, Hemker, and Gale, P.C., Officer Gerald DeLoss; Hazelden

Betty Ford Foundation Public Affairs and Advocacy Manager Jeremiah Gardner; National

Alliance on Mental Illness of Ohio Director of Policy Dustin McKee; and Faces and Voices

of Recovery Executive Director Patty Metcalf Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm

2123, Washington, DC http://energycommerce.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce

        1:00 PM Hearing on ‘Progress Report on the 2020 Census’ Location: Rayburn House

Office Building, Rm 2154, Washington, DC http://oversight.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/GOPoversight

        2:00 PM Helsinki Commission hosts briefing on ending the war in Ukraine – ‘Ending

the War in Ukraine’ Helsinki Commission briefing, featuring U.S. Special Representative

for Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volcker, who explores the way ahead for U.S. and

international policy on Ukraine in the wake of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s re-

election Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 2016, Washington, DC

http://www.csce.gov https://twitter.com/HelsinkiComm

        2:00 PM House Veterans’ Affairs subcommittee hearing on VA logistics

modernization – Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee hearing on ‘VA Logistics

Modernization: Examining the RTLS and Catamaran Projects’, with testimony from

Assistant Deputy Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Health for Administrative

Operations Tammy Czarnecki, accompanied by Department of Veterans Affairs Office of

Information and Technology Deputy Chief Information Officer and Account Manager for

Health Alan Constantian; and Department of Veterans Affairs Deputy Assistant Inspector

General for Audits and Evaluations Nicholas Dahl, accompanied by Department of

Veterans Affairs Office of Inspector General Information Technology and Security Audits

Division Director Michael Bowman Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm 334,

Washington, DC http://veterans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseVetAffairs



        2:30 PM ADF International policy briefing on ‘The Global Crisis in Religious Freedom’

– ‘The Global Crisis in Religious Freedom’ Alliance Defending Freedom International policy

briefing, on how to ‘counter the steady rise of religious persecution of Christians and

other minorities around the world’, with Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious

Freedom Sam Brownback, Republican Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, EU Special Envoy Jan Figel,

Legal Consultant to ADF International in India Balakrishnan Baskaran, and ADF Legal

Counsel Kellie Fiedorek Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm, 340, Washington,

DC www.adfmedia.org

        3:00 PM House Rules Committee hearing – Hearing on ‘H.R. 3053 – Nuclear Waste

Policy Amendments Act of 2018’ Location: U.S. Capitol, H-313, Washington, DC

http://www.rules.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/RulesReps

        4:00 PM Bipartisan, bicameral lawmakers hold panel discussion on apprenticeships

and the skills gap – Democrats Sen. Chris Coons and Rep. Donald Norcross and

Republicans Sen. Jerry Moran and Rep. David McKinley hold panel discussion and

reception on addressing the skills gap in America through apprenticeships, with experts

from PBS show ‘This Old House’, including Host Kevin O’Connor, carpenter Norm Abram,

plumbing and heating expert Richard Trethewey, general contractor Tom Silva, landscape

contractor Roger Cook and Generation Next’s Nathan Gilbert. Democratic Sen. Sherrod

Brown also speaks Location: Hart Senate Office Building, Rm 902, Washington, DC

coons.senate.gov https://twitter.com/SenCoonsOffice

Other: 8:00 AM Dem Rep. Nancy Pelosi speaks at POLITICO Playbook interview –

POLITICO Playbook interview with House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi speaking with

Playbook Co-authors Anna Palmer and Jake Sherman on the Democratic congressional

agenda, along with policy, politics and news of the day Location: The Liaison Capitol Hill,

415 New Jersey Ave NW, Washington, DC www.politico.com

https://twitter.com/POLITICOEvents 

        8:00 AM Anti-Defamation League Leadership Summit concludes – Anti-Defamation

League Washington DC Leadership Summit (aka Shana Amy Glass National Leadership

Summit). Final day speakers include Democratic Rep. Joe Kennedy III, Republican Rep.

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, NAACP CEO Derrick Johnson, rDialogue CEO and founder Phil Rubin,

92nd Street Y President and CEO Henry Timms, and ADL CEO and National Director

Jonathan Greenblatt Location: Grand Hyatt Washington, 1000 H Street Northwest,

Washington, DC http://www.adl.org/ https://twitter.com/ADL_National

        8:00 AM Annual Humans to Mars Summit – Annual Humans to Mars (H2M) Summit,

with Explore Mars bringing together experts and space enthusiasts to discuss the

possibility of putting the first humans on Mars and how to achieve this goal. Day one

speakers include Republican Sen. Ted Cruz, Democratic Rep. Ed Perlmutter, Google Vice

President and Chief Internet Evangelist Vint Cerf, and Astronaut Takuya Onishi Location:

George Washington University, Washington, DC http://exploremars.org/

https://twitter.com/exploremars #HumansToMars

        9:00 AM Joe Biden speaks on the middle class at Brookings – ‘The future of the

middle class’ Brookings Institution Future of the Middle Class Initiative and Biden

Foundation forum, featuring remarks from former Vice President Joe Biden Location: The

Brookings Institution, 1775 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC

http://www.brookings.edu https://twitter.com/BrookingsInst #FutureMiddleClass

        9:00 AM Former FBI Director James Comey speaks at The Washington Post –

Former FBI Director James Comey speaks at The Washington Post, in conversation with

Investigative Reporter Carol Leonnig, discussing his tenure as head of the FBI, his

handling of the Hillary Clinton email investigation, his relationship with President Donald

Trump, his firing a year ago tomorrow, the investigation into Russian meddling in the

2016 election, the probe by Special Counsel Robert Mueller, and the legal challenges

facing the Trump presidency * Comey’s book, ‘A Higher Loyalty: Truth, Lies, and

Leadership’, was released 17 Apr Location: The Washington Post, 1301 K St NW,

Washington, DC http://www.washingtonpost.com/ https://twitter.com/washingtonpost

#PostLive

        9:30 AM DNC Rules and Bylaws Committee meeting – Democratic National

Committee Rules and Bylaws Committee meeting, to review the Unity Reform





Conan O’Brien: “According to a new article on Melania Trump that just came out, most

evenings Melania does not have dinner with President Trump. Yeah. Melania said,

‘Occasionally, I’ll join him during his third breakfast.’”

Conan O’Brien: “[Rudy Giuliani] was on TV this weekend and he said President Trump

may take the Fifth. Yeah, it’s unclear if Giuliani is referring to amendments or wives. No

one is quite sure.”

Conan O’Brien: “Today, Sarah Huckabee Sanders says she is unaware of hush-money

payments made by President Trump to other women. Yeah. Then Sanders opened an

envelope full of cash and said, ‘I’m sorry, I can’t talk anymore.’”

Jordan Klepper: “Today, Melania Trump announced her new First Lady platform –

departing from her old platform of clenched silence.”

Jordan Klepper: “It’s called ‘Be Best’ and it is encourages kids to be positive online. It is

a great title. ‘Be Best.’ Finally, childhood happiness is a competition. Kid, do you want to

be best in positivity? Easy, go find someone who is more positive and tweet that they are

ugly in all caps. The worst that happens is that you end up becoming President.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “Did you hear about that old very scary volcano that erupted over the

weekend? Well, his name is Rudy Giuliani.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “So with Rudy running amok on TV, the President is busy making this

country great again. Trump will reportedly be hosting not just one, but two summits at

the White House to discuss race relations in America. According to pastor Darryl Scott,

one of the summits will be with athletes. The other will be with musicians. It’s ‘famous

people only.’ No exceptions. The possible guest list includes Kanye West, Mike Tyson,

Colin Kaepernick, Evander Holyfield, and Jim Brown. That isn’t a race summit. That’s

season 45 of ‘Dancin’ With The Stars.’”

Jimmy Kimmel: “But at this summit, they’re planning to cover a host of topics, including

their plan to revitalize poor urban neighborhoods, a plan that is led by Jared Kushner.

And who better to lead that than Jared? They say he’s ready to meet a black person and

he’s learning how to high-five.”

Jimmy Kimmel: First Lady Melania Trump “unveiled her official platform at the White

House this afternoon. As you know, Michelle Obama’s focus when she was First Lady was

on healthy eating and exercise, and Melania’s focus is on helping children too. It’s very

meaningful to her. You know, her husband is a child.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “So this campaign to help stop bullying is a good cause. It’s someone

everyone can agree on, whether you’re a Republican like Little Marco or Lyin’ Ted or a

Democrat like Crooked Hillary or Crazy Bernie.”

Stephen Colbert: Rudy Giuliani “has been everywhere, saying everything, in no particular

order.”

Stephen Colbert: “Of course, it’s not easy lying for Donald Trump because he keeps

changing his story.”

Stephen Colbert: “Meanwhile, it was a big day for Melania Trump. She unveiled her

platform. We all remember Michelle Obama’s was children’s fitness, Laura Bush’s was

child literacy, and Melania’s is ‘the overall well-being of children.’ That’s kind of vague. ...

It’s like spending all year planning your Halloween party, and you decide the theme is

candy.”







• Courthouse News: Tribal Pastor Fights US On Eagle Feather Restrictions.

• Texas Observer: Unpublished Federal Report Projects Bleak Future For Texas Mussels, Rivers.

• Great Falls (MT) Tribune: Fire Sparks New Grassland Growth At Benton Lake Refuge.

• Nisqually Valley (WA) News: Independent Biologists Look To Speed Up Gopher Screening.

• KARE-TV Minneapolis: Minnesota Requests BP Oil Spill Money To Help Loons Recover.

• Nisqually Valley (WA) News: Service Seeks Public Comment On Proposed Wind Facility.

• El Defensor Chieftain (NM): Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge Seeks Public Comment On Hunt

Plan.

• San Jose (CA) Mercury News: California Man Pleads Guilty To Smuggling Asian Arowana, The

Most Expensive Aquarium Fish In The World.

National Park Service
• WSET-TV Lynchburg (VA): Warner, Kaine Secure $2.1 Million Grant For 2 Battlefields,

Including Appomattox.

• Flathead (MT) Beacon: New Hiring Policy Threatens Seasonal Employees At National Parks.

• Yellowstone Insider: Officials Ponder How To Handle High Visitation To Yellowstone.

• Bangor (ME) Daily News: Traditional Sweetgrass Harvest May Return To Acadia National Park.

• Santa Fe New Mexican: Park Service, Forest To Increase Fire Restrictions.

Insular And International Affairs
• Judge Denies Motion For Summary Judgment In Landowner’s Lawsuit Against Government,

CUC.

US Geological Survey
• Associated Press: Hawaii Volcano Erupts; County Issues Evacuation Orders.

• Additional Reading.

Opinion Pieces
• Address National Parks Maintenance Backlog Now.

• Want To Save The Environment? Support Offshore Drilling.

• BLM Should Trim Horse Herds.

• Additional Reading.

Top National News
• Wall Street Journal: Trump: Daniels Payment Involved No Campaign Funds.

• Washington Post: Giuliani Says Mueller Probe “Dead,” Calls On Sessions To Bring It To An End.

• ABC: Trump, Giuliani Hint At Imminent Release Of US Prisoners From North Korea.

• Bloomberg News: White House Scales Back Plans To Recoup Already-Approved Federal

Spending.

Editorial Wrap-Up
• New York Times.

   - “What Keeps American Troops In the Yemen War?”

   - “When The Republicans Are Honest About Their Policies.”

   - “Should The European Sanction Illegally.”

• Washington Post.

   - “A Defense Of The Rule Of Law.”

   - “How Would We Answer Today?”

   - “What’s Wrong With The FAA Bill.”

• Wall Street Journal.

   - “The Nafta Ultimatum Strategy.”

   - “Governments Steal Emergency Money.”

   - “The Stormy Daniels Damage.”

Big Picture











































Jimmy Kimmel: “By the end of the week, Rudy Giuliani is going to implicate Trump in the

Lincoln assassination.”

Stephen Colbert: “What he’s trying to ship here is the idea that Cohen gets $35,000 a

month for Trump and out of that he deducts all the hush money he pays. All the porn

stars you want to silence for one low monthly fee. Cohen calls the service Netchix.”

Stephen Colbert: “Trump is claiming that he paid Cohen a monthly fee to hush up all the

affairs he wasn’t having. So anyone can just say they had an affair with Trump and leave

with $130-grand? In that case, I had sex with Donald Trump.”

Stephen Colbert: “Sir, firing the guy because he won’t announce you’re not the target of

the investigation is illegal. That’s Obstruction of Justice 101, which I believe was a class

they offered at Trump University.”

James Corden: “Last night on Fox News, President Trump’s new legal adviser, Rudy

Giuliani, admitted that Trump repaid his personal lawyer for the hush money he paid to

Daniels, even though Trump has repeatedly claimed to know nothing about it. Now,

forget all the lying. The most shocking part of this story is that Donald Trump actually

repaid someone.”

James Corden: “If you remember, when Giuliani joined the legal team, he said that he’ll

wrap up this case in two weeks. Now, I didn’t realize he meant ‘I’m going to go on TV

and prove that Trump was guilty.’”

James Corden: “Here’s how bad it is: This morning, Trump gave Giuliani $130,000 to

shut the hell up.”

James Corden: “Giuliani said Trump ‘knew the general arrangement,’ but not the

‘specifics.’ You know, kind of how Trump understands foreign policy and domestic

policy... And the Constitution and the English language.”

Trevor Noah: “The big news of the day, the Stormy Daniels affair. When we last left the

story, the official Trump version was that Michael Cohen, without Trump knowing, paid

Daniels $130,000 to keep quiet about an affair that allegedly never happened. Cohen

said it, Sarah Sanders said it, and Trump himself said it. Two weeks ago, Trump hired his

good friend Rudy Giuliani to join his ever-changing legal people. ... Rudy! Rudy! What are

you doing?! You’re now saying President Trump did pay Stormy Daniels? This is big

news! It’s so big, it’s so big that you probably didn’t even hear that Kanye West said he

wants to design new robes for the KKK.”

Trevor Noah: “Imagine a PR crisis so bad that your best move is to admit you paid hush

money to a porn star. So just so we’re all on the same page, everyone pretended Trump

had nothing to do with this payment, but now that the FBI raided Michael Cohen’s office,

they’re afraid the truth is about to come out, so they want to get ahead of it first.”

Trevor Noah: “The worst part of this whole story is if Trump had just paid Stormy

Daniels and didn’t try and hide it, the story would have just been Donald Trump had an

affair. Let’s be honest, no one would have cared. Even Melania would have been like,

‘Better her than me.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “It was 90 degrees here at New York today. People were sweating like

President Trump watching Rudy Giuliani on Hannity.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Last night, Rudy Giuliani went on Fox News and revealed that Trump

knew about and paid for Stormy Daniels’ hush money. Even Kanye was like, ‘You should
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Jimmy Kimmel: “Dennis Rodman’s friend, Kim Jong-un, is experiencing unprecedented

popularity right now after he hugged it out with the President of South Korea last week.

According to a new poll, 78 percent of South Koreans say they trust Kim Jong-un.

Seventy-eight percent. A month and a half ago, his approval rating in South Korea was

10 percent. Now it’s 78 percent. See, this is what happens when you poll people who

have missiles pointed directly at their homes. Don’t anyone tell Donald Trump about

that.”

Stephen Colbert: [On Trump dictating Dr. Harold Bornstein’s letter on the President’s

health] “I guess that explains these other doctors’ notes, like this one from Trump’s

dentist: ‘Most teeth ever. Much longer tongue than Obama.’ And his podiatrist report:

‘Feet of a god, unless there’s a draft, in which case, bone spurs. Sad.’”

Stephen Colbert: “Why would the Trump team purposely leak their own questions, you

question? Well, apparently, Trump now plans to point to the list as evidence that Mueller

has strayed beyond his mandate and is over-reaching. ‘Look, this Mueller guy, if he’s

going to ask me even half of the things my lawyers totally made up, he’s gotta go.’”

Stephen Colbert: “Trump has already found a replacement for Cobb-- famed attorney

and dehydrated Clark Kent, Emmet T. Flood. If you recognize the name of Emmet T.

Flood, it’s because he represented Bill Clinton during his impeachment proceedings. ‘The

crooked Clintons are the most corrupt people in the world. Get me their lawyer, all right,

stat. Have him washed and brought to my tent.’”

James Corden: “Just months after President Trump promised to send astronauts back to

the moon, NASA has stopped working on its moon rover project. Now when they head to

the moon, the astronauts’ plan is to just have a friend pick them up when they land.”

James Corden: “You’ve got to feel bad for him – Trump keeps throwing out this idea and

everyone just looks confused. The next time he brings this up, he’ll be like, ‘I’ve got

brand-new idea. We start a Space Force and the guy leading it will be called Star Lord

and there will be a little raccoon, and a tree man--’ ‘Sir, I think you’re describing

“Guardians of the Galaxy.”’ ‘Great, but let’s call it Space Force.’”

James Corden: “And this was an alarming story: According to a new government report,

a common weed killer that’s been linked to disease has turned up in nearly every

common food in the United States. Yeah, that was my reaction too. On the bright side,

scientists say the harmful chemicals from our food are usually killed off by the even more

harmful radioactive waves shooting out of our phones.”

Trevor Noah: [On French President Emmanuel Macron’s comment about the Australian

Prime Minister’s wife] “Back off, Pepe Le Pew! That’s someone’s wife. You know, it would

have been cool if the Australian Prime Minister thought it was some sort of custom and

rolled with it. If he was like, ‘Thank you President Macron. Yeah, your wife is quite

shaggable as well.’ ... Apparently, this was caused by a little translation issue, because,

apparently, the French word for ‘delicious’ also means ‘delightful.’”

Trevor Noah: “I was worried that when Macron came to the US, instead of him rubbing

off on Trump, it was Trump that was rubbing off on him. Like, they held hands and

suddenly Macron was like, ‘Madame and monsieur, we wil make France great again. Who

is going to pay for it? Belgium! Belgium! Delicious.’”

Trevor Noah: [On Trump dictating Dr. Bornstein’s letter on the President’s health] “This

is the least surprise reveal ever. It’s like if at the end of the ‘Sixth Sense’ they were like

‘and Bruce Willis was alive the whole time!’”



Trevor Noah: “No, Kanye, slavery is not a choice. Going blond is a choice. Both are

terrible, but one is easier to undo. Although, actually, you know, when I think about it,

slavery was a choice – for white people. Yeah. White people were like, ‘Hey, should we

keep doing stuff ourselves or make other people do it for us? Hmmm. Yeah, other

people. Yeah, that sounds good. That sounds good. Good choice.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “It was so hot President Trump’s lawyers spent the day fanning himself

with hush money.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Speaking of the President, his doctor wrote a letter calling Trump the

healthiest President ever. But now the doctor is saying Trump dictated the letter himself.

Trump was like, ‘Yes, I dictated it, and I am one of the healthiest dictators ever elected.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “In the letter, Trump said that his physical strength is extraordinary. ...

Then he used two hands to drink a tiny glass of water.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Later, Trump was asked why he has such a bad doctor, and he said,

‘Because I’m on the Republican healthcare plan.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “The Russia investigation is heating up. I saw that if Trump’s lawyers

don’t agree to a sit-down interview with Mueller, he’ll issue a subpoena. Trump was like,

‘No problem, I love Subpoena. She’s my favorite teenage witch.’”

Seth Meyers: “A source has told Axios that President Trump is triggered by the leaks

about Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation, and his instinct is always to be on

the offensive. So yeah, real good time to meet with the leader of North Korea.”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump tweeted today, quote, ‘there was no collusion, it is a

hoax, and there is no obstruction of justice. That is a setup and trap.’ But it’s not Trump’s

fault he tweeted that – it’s just what his iPhone auto-corrects to when he types ‘hello.’”

Seth Meyers: “White House Special Counsel Ty Cobb will reportedly be leaving President

Trump’s legal team at the end of the month. Which is weird, because to look at him, I

would have thought he left 105 years ago.”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump said yesterday he is seriously thinking of creating a sixth

branch of the military called ‘the Space Force.’ The space force is also what he calls his

greeting style.”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump wants to create a sixth branch of the military called ‘the

Space Force.’ They’ll patrol the distant reaches between him and Melania.”

Seth Meyers: “After facing backlash for saying slavery was a choice, Kanye West

defended himself last night and tweeted a quote attributed to Harriet Tubman, which has

been proven to be fake. But we already knew that.”

Conan O’Brien: “Kanye West is under fire for an interview with TMZ where he described

slavery as a choice. Said slavery is a choice. Yeah. It’s never a good sign when the moral

high ground in a room is held by the people of TMZ.”

Conan O’Brien: “A group of House Republicans has nominated President Trump for a

Nobel Peace Prize. Yeah. As evidence, they pointed out that Trump has managed to avoid

an all-out war with North Korea and Melania.”

Conan O’Brien: “Some critics are now saying that NASA will be unable to use SpaceX’s

rocket because it’s too small. Yeah. However, SpaceX insists that’s just the cold

weather.”
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Jimmy Fallon: “President Trump did a live phone interview with Fox & Friends. It was

tough for Trump. He didn’t know whether to focus on the questions or watch himself on

TV.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Melania made a wish, blew out her candles, opened her eyes and said,

‘Oh, crap, he’s still here.’”

Jimmy Kimmel: “The President celebrated this morning with a bonkers 30-minute-long

phone call to Fox & Friends.’ … Told them he got her [the First Lady] a beautiful card. A

beautiful green card.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “And then during the interview, Trump accidentally admitted that

Michael Cohen did represent him in the Stormy Daniels please-be-quiet-now case. So,

happy birthday, honey!”

Jimmy Kimmel: EPA Administrator Pruitt “says he intends to stay at his job until he gets

the average temperature of the earth up to a cozy 98 degrees.”

Seth Meyers: “Bill Cosby has been found guilty on all counts, and now faces 10 years in

prison for each of his three crimes. Oh man, please tell me his lawyer is Michael Cohen.”

Seth Meyers: “In an interview today, President Trump said that he’s been too busy to

buy First Lady Melania Trump a birthday gift. Oh please, I mean, it wouldn’t take that

long. I’m sure the only gift she wants is an open White House door, and a 10-minute

head start.”

Seth Meyers: “The Senate today confirmed CIA Director Mike Pompeo as secretary of

state. Trump says he’s excited and looks forward to working with him for the next week

or so.”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump said today that he would rather have an election based

on the popular vote, and when Hillary [Clinton] heard that, she laughed so hard her

pantsuit changed colors.”

Seth Meyers: “That was the first time in history that a TV show had to change its phone

number because of a stalker. … [Shows a clip of the Fox & Friends hosts] Look at those

faces. … That’s the way scientists who test zombie viruses on monkeys look when they

see the cage is open and the monkey is gone.”

Seth Meyers: [On Trump’s statement to Fox that he has many attorneys] “You have so

many attorneys, and not one of them told you to keep your mouth shut? Which one of

them told you it was a good idea to call a TV show on three hours sleep?”

Seth Meyers: “You picture prosecutors digging for evidence, now all they need is a

remote control. I bet this morning, one of them said, ‘Hey, should I print out the brief?’,

and another one said, ‘Oh, let’s hold off, he’s on TV. I bet he’s going to say something.’”

Trevor Noah: “It’s officially over for Bill Cosby now, because whether he goes to jail or

not, the shameful title of sexual predator will hang over his head forever. So he can’t do

anything now, except maybe run for president.”

Trevor Noah: [On Trump getting a birthday card for Melania] “I would pay anything to

know what he wrote inside that card that he definitely didn’t actually get. Like, ‘Roses are

red, love it is a mystery. I had a historic electoral college victory.’”

Trevor Noah: “I can safely say that I’ve never seen a news anchor try to bail on an






