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DOI In The News

Expansion Of Hunting And Fishing Opportunities Includes Felsenthal National
Wildlife Refuge.
The Newton County (AR) Times (5/21) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on
Monday “announced a proposal to open more than 248,000 acres to new or expanded
hunting and fishing opportunities at 30 national wildlife refuges.” Zinke said, “As stewards
of our public lands, Interior is committed to opening access wherever possible for hunting
and fishing so that more families have the opportunity to pass down this American heritage.
These 30 refuges will provide incredible opportunities for American sportsmen and women
across the country to access the land and connect with wildlife.”

More Than 200 Exhibitors To Present At Williston Basin Petroleum Conference.
KFYR-TV Bismarck, ND (5/21, Hjelseth) reports that more than 238 exhibitors and 70
industry leaders will present at the Williston Basin Petroleum Conference, “showcasing
everything from Aircrafts to Oilfield Technologies.” KFYR-TV Bismarck, ND (5/21, Martinez)
reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke will deliver the keynote speech.

Zinke Says Interior Reorganization Still On Track In Speech At Fort Peck.
The Billings (MT) Gazette (5/21, Lutey) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on
Sunday visited Fort Peck Dam to speak about the need to reorganize the Interior
Department. Zinke recounted a story about the difficulties of navigating the federal
bureaucracy using a “parable” about two fish. According to the article, “after the meeting
Zinke traveled to Wolf Point to the grave site of Navy SEAL Michael Bell, who Zinke trained
through Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL training. Bell was later stabbed to death during
a 2006 fight in Wolf Point.” Later Sunday, Zinke “met with the tribal executive board of the
Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes.”
        Also reporting is KCHH-FM Worden, MT (5/21, Flint).

Secretary Of The Interior Ryan Zinke To Keynote Freedom Conference In Steamboat.
Steamboat (CO) Pilot & Today (5/21, Stensland) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke
will “be the keynote speaker during The Steamboat Institute’s Freedom Conference this
August in Steamboat Springs.” Zinke will “speak during the first evening of the Aug. 10 and
11 Freedom Conference.”

More Bipartisan Support For Civil Rights Site As US Monument.
The AP (5/22) reports that “an effort to turn the home of a slain civil rights leader into a
national monument is gaining more bipartisan support.” Republican U.S. Sens. Roger Wicker
and Cindy Hyde-Smith of Mississippi and Democratic Sen. Doug Jones of Alabama
“introduced a bill Monday to make the Medgar Evers home a monument.” Interior Secretary



Ryan Zinke has “recommended national monument status for the Evers home, which is now
owned by Tougaloo College.”

Lawmakers Tout Historic Little Rock School Site Additions.
The AP (5/21) reports that “two U.S. representatives are praising federal legislation that
expands the boundaries of the Little Rock Central High School National Historic Site.” Reps.
French Hill and House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy visited the site on Sunday. President
Trump “signed legislation in January adding seven houses near the school to the historic site
boundaries.” The legislation also “allows the Interior Department’s secretary to reach
‘cooperative agreements’ with the homeowners to preserve the site.”

Prospects For Sage Grouse Rider’s Survival Improve.
E&E Publishing (5/21, Sobczyk) reports that “sage grouse policy has once again made it
into” the annual National Defense Authorization Act thanks to House Natural Resources
Chairman Rob Bishop, “but this year, his provision may have a shot at becoming law”
because of the absence of Senate Armed Services Chairman John McCain. In 2015 and
2016, McCain “helped foil Bishop’s sage grouse efforts during the conference process,
panning them as unrelated to the military.” However, “as McCain continues treatment for
brain cancer,” Sen. Jim Inhofe will “likely handle the defense bill on the Senate side,” and
“the longtime ally of the energy industry is likely to be more amenable to Bishop’s
proposal.”

Montana Groups Fight To Preserve Federal Conservation Funds.
The Helena (MT) Independent Record (5/21, French) reports that “a coalition of Montana
conservation groups has authored a report outlining the importance of the Land and Water
Conservation Fund in the wake of the Secretary of Interior’s announcement to budget only
$8 million to the federal portion of the program – which if approved by Congress would be
the lowest amount ever allocated.” The conservation groups are worried “because the
federal portion of the LWCF is key to acquiring new lands.” The groups have “highlighted the
importance of LWCF in a detailed, 24-page report released May 21 titled ‘Keeping Montana
the Last Best Place, A report on the economic and community benefits of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund in Montana.’”

Snowmobilers Seek Trump’s Help In Gaining Access To Proposed Great Burn
Wilderness.
The Missoula Current (MT) (5/21, Lundquist) reports that “snowmobile groups from
Montana and Idaho are asking the Trump administration to open proposed wilderness areas
in western Montana and elsewhere to their mechanized sleds.” The Backcountry Sled
Patriots has “drafted an executive order for President Donald Trump, requiring the U.S.
Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management to prove snowmobile access would
specifically harm a would-be wilderness area before denying mechanized access.” Stan
Spencer, Backcountry Sled Patriots president, “said he talked to Interior Secretary Ryan
Zinke, who reportedly had a positive response to the draft executive order.” The article
notes that “both Zinke and Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue would have to recommend
that the president sign the order.”

New Forest Service Chief Says Firefighting Must Become More Efficient.
The Missoula Current (MT) (5/21, Lundquist) reports, “Interim Forest Service Chief Vicki
Christiansen cautioned Monday that the fire funding fix comes with ‘no blank checks,’ but
with a mandate to fight wildfires more efficiently.” Christiansen “addressed hundreds of
firefighters, scientists and land managers from across the globe as a keynote speaker at the
24th annual Fire Continuum Conference at the University of Montana.” Christiansen said, “If
we think what worked for us for the last 100 years is going to work for us the next 100
years, we might as well fold and go home because I don’t see success.”

Bureau Of Land Management



Utah Sen. Lee Targeting Powers Of BLM, Forest Service.
The Deseret (UT) News (5/21, O'Donoghue) reports that Sen. Mike Lee is looking “to rein in
the law enforcement authority of the Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest Service
and is crafting legislation he says will either restrict or abolish their authority.” Lee on
Monday said “he aims to hem in powers he says were never envisioned under the Federal
Land Management Policy Act of 1976.” He said, “Our federal land management agencies
have drifted far from their intended purposes.”

Decision On Shale Project Right Of Way May Be Made In Early July.
The Grand Junction (CO) Daily Sentinel (5/22, Webb) reports that the Bureau of Land
Management has “released its final analysis for a proposed utility right of way for a
northeast Utah oil shale project near the Colorado border, meaning a decision on the
proposal could come in early July.” The BLM has “completed a final environmental impact
statement for the proposed Enefit American project about 40 miles south of Vernal and 25
miles southwest of Rangely.” The agency’s “decision on the proposal could come after July
2, before which the public has a final opportunity to comment on the proposal.”

Year-Round Drilling In Converse County Offers Operators A Chance To Drill Down
Costs.
The Casper (WY) Star-Tribune (5/21, Richards) reports that “an oil and gas proposal has
turned heads in Wyoming’s Powder River Basin and it could have a significant effect on
drilling in a 1.5 million square acre hot spot north of Douglas.” The project is “one of the
biggest in terms of acreage that the Bureau of Land Management has overseen in
Wyoming.” The BLM recently completed a draft environmental impact statement, and when
the environmental analysis is completed next year, it will “be a guidebook that impacts
every company drilling for federal minerals, or on federal land, within the project
boundary.”

Wild Horse Management Plan Would ‘Guarantee Extinction,’ Mustang Advocates Say.
Newsweek (5/21, Hugo) reports that the Bureau of Land Management “recently proposed a
series of options that would drastically reduce the number of mustangs on public lands.”
However, “some horse lovers think the plan would be too effective and wipe out the animals
completely.” A number of wild horse advocacy groups have “signed a document describing
what they believe are better solutions.” The Wild Horse Freedom Federation “said a better
plan would be to reduce the amount of rangeland given to ranchers so that horses can
reclaim the range that they had in 1971: 53.8 million acres, as opposed to today’s 26.9
million.” The group “suggested that the BLM use offers from the public to help promote
horse adoptions, and also reintroduce native predators.”

BLM Launches ‘Online Corral’ To Ease Wild Horse Adoptions.
The Idaho Press Tribune (5/21, Russell) reports that the Bureau of Land Management has
“launched a new website meant to make wild horse and burro adoption easier.” The site has
“streamlined search functions, allowing viewers to search by price range, age, gender and
even location of wild horses currently awaiting adoption.” The Pagosa (CO) Daily Post (5/21,
Sandoval) reports that Brian Steed, BLM Deputy Director for Policy and Planning, said, “Wild
horses and burros make great companions that are superb at performing a wide variety of
tasks. I urge everyone to attend a wild horse and burro event or visit the new Online Corral
to learn how to bring one home.”

Roundup Nets 148 Wild Horses In Mountains West Of Las Vegas.
The Las Vegas Review-Journal (5/21, Brean) reports that “federal authorities wrapped up
their emergency roundup in the mountains west of Las Vegas on Monday after removing
three more wild horses from the depleted range near Cold Creek.” Donn Christiansen, “who
manages the Spring Mountains National Recreation Area for the U.S. Forest Service, said
the last of the 148 horses captured since May 11 would be trucked to a Bureau of Land



Management holding facility in Ridgecrest, California, on Tuesday.” According to the article,
“the decision to end the operation was made after a helicopter survey Monday morning
showed no more hungry horses within range of the contract wrangling crew.”

Scientists Find No Cancer-Causing Erionite At Kirkland Mine Site.
The Prescott (AZ) Daily Courier (5/21, Tone) reports that the Bureau of Land Management
has “received results of scientific tests indicating there is no erionite or harmful asbestos-
like materials present on the proposed pozzolan mine in Skull Valley.” Kirkland Mining
Company “hopes to quarry and crush rhyolite and rhyodacite volcanic tuffs for use as a
supplement in commercial concrete production.” According to the article, “opponents
believed erionite, or some other form of harmful asbestiform silica, was present in the
pozzolan materials and would create a dangerous health hazard for the nearby community
and along proposed transportation routes through Prescott and Chino Valley.” Rem Hawes,
BLM Hassayampa Field Office manager, said, “The owner has been very proactive compared
to most of my mining operators. This particular operator has stayed in compliance with all
requirements, has not balked at any of the requests we make on an operation like that. And
we’ve made pretty detailed requests of her.”

Students Learn About Environment At Scorched Campground.
The Elko (NV) Daily Free Press (5/21) reports that “the Bureau of Land Management, Battle
Mountain District, hosted the 27th annual Sixth Grade Environmental Day at Willow Ponds
on May 10.” Battle Mountain District Manager Doug Furtado said, “You just can’t beat
programs like this. Great partners, great concept and seeing the kids having fun while
learning about public lands is just about as good as it gets. We have seen this event grow
into something incredible over the past 27 years and would like to thank our partners and
the Battle Mountain Middle School for supporting this amazing program.”

Free Entrance To Dripping Springs And Aguirre Spring On Saturday.
The Las Cruces (NM) Sun-News (5/21) reports that “on Saturday, May 26, the Bureau of
Land Management is waiving the access fee to the Dripping Springs Natural Area and the
Aguirre Spring Recreation Area (fees for overnight camping will still apply).”

Bureau Of Ocean Energy Management

Florida Delegation Playing Hardball To Extend Offshore Drilling Moratorium.
CQ Roll Call (DC) (5/21, Dillon) reports “Florida’s House delegation is preparing to throw its
weight around to win a multiyear extension” of the moratorium on offshore drilling in the
eastern portion of the Gulf of Mexico. According to Roll Call, an extension could be attached
as an amendment to a “must-pass defense measure” under consideration this week “as well
as a comprehensive public lands energy bill moving out of the House Natural Resources
Committee.” Rep. Vern Buchanan (R-FL) said, “I don’t see any light between Democrats and
Republicans on this very passionate issue. ... We are the third largest delegation, and we
have a lot of clout when we are united.”
        Meanwhile, according to Politico (5/21, Adragna), House Majority Whip Steve Scalise
(R-LA) and Natural Resources Chairman Rob Bishop (R-UT) “are aiming to strike a deal to
allow offshore drilling in the eastern Gulf of Mexico if the U.S. military and federal
government sign off.” Bishop said, “There are some areas” that pose an opportunity for new
production “if there’s sufficient agreement between Interior and Defense so it doesn’t
impact the military mission.” However, the article says “it remains uncertain if their effort
can convince Florida lawmakers to drop their sharp opposition.”

Bureau Of Reclamation

Arkansas River A Bright Spot Amid Grim Drought.
The AP (5/21, Elliott) reports that “despite a severe drought across the Southwest this



spring, there should be plenty of water for rafters and anglers in one of the nation’s most
popular mountain rivers.” According to state and federal officials, “water from melting snow
is rushing into the Arkansas River in central Colorado, thanks to a surprisingly wet winter in
the towering peaks where the river begins.” The river will “get a slightly above-average
amount of water from the Fryingpan this year, according to Roy Vaughan of the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation, which manages the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project.”

Fish And Wildlife Service

American And Japanese Descendants Unite After 75 Years To Ensure Attu
Occupation Is Remembered.
The Alaska Public Radio Network (5/21, Sobel) reports that 75 years after the Battle of Attu,
“representatives from all affected parties joined together to ensure this history is never
forgotten.” A request to return remains “would be complicated, but Alaska Maritime National
Wildlife Refuge manager Steve Delehanty says not impossible.” Principal Deputy Director
Greg Sheehan “said he didn’t know what the options are, but said he’s open to talking more
about the idea.”

Hunter Charged With Federal Crimes For Allegedly Leading Illegal Elephant Hunts.
ABC News (5/21, Sandell) reports that “a South African man is facing federal charges for his
role in allegedly helping a Colorado hunter illegally kill endangered elephants in Zimbabwe
and offering similar services to an undercover federal agent, according to an indictment
unsealed Monday in Denver.” According to the indictment filed by the U.S. Attorney in
Colorado, “professional hunter Hanno van Rensburg, 44, of South Africa is facing charges of
conspiracy, wire fraud and violations of the Lacey Act and Endangered Species Act, which
prohibit the hunting and trade of threatened animals, including the African elephant.” A
warrant has been issued for van Rensburg’s arrest.
        The Denver Post (5/21, Mitchell) reports that Steve Oberholtzer, special agent in
charge of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s enforcement arm, said, “The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service is committed to protecting imperiled species around the globe from
poaching and trafficking.”

National Park Service

U.S. Proposes End Of Grizzly-baiting Ban In Alaska’s National Preserves.
Reuters (5/21, Zuckerman) reports that the Trump Administration has “proposed rescinding
Obama-era rules barring sport hunters from using bait to lure and kill grizzly bears in
Alaska’s national preserves, as is allowed in other parts of the state, the National Park
Service said on Monday.” The proposal, “pushed by Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and
assailed by environmentalists as inhumane, would give state wildlife managers the
discretion to decide what kinds of bear-hunting methods are permitted across 20 million
acres (8 million hectares) of national preserve lands in Alaska.”
        The Hill (5/21, Green) reports that the NPS “said the rule is intended to conserve
wildlife while improving hunting.” NPS Regional Director Bert Frost said, “The conservation
of wildlife and habitat for future generations is a goal we share with Alaska. This proposed
rule will reconsider NPS efforts in Alaska for improved alignment of hunting regulations on
national preserves with state of Alaska regulations, and to enhance consistency with harvest
regulations on surrounding non-federal lands and waters.”
        The AP (5/21, Biesecker) reports that the Alaska Department of Fish and Game was
“pleased to see the National Park Service working to better align federal regulations with
State of Alaska hunting and trapping regulations,” said Maria Gladziszewski, the state
agency’s deputy director of the Division of Wildlife Conservation. She said the proposal is
“progress in that direction, and we appreciate those efforts. Alaskans benefit when state
and federal regulations are consistent.” However, Collette Adkins, a lawyer and biologist
with the advocacy group Center for Biological Diversity, “expressed outrage at the rollback.”



She said, “Cruel and harmful hunting methods like killing bear cubs and their mothers near
dens have no place on our national preserves,” she said.
        Also reporting are the Washington Times (5/21, Richardson), the Huffington Post
(5/21, D'angelo), the Anchorage (AK) Daily News (5/21, Martinson), the Fairbanks (AK)
News-Miner (5/21, Friedman), and KTOO-FM Juneau, AK (5/21, Ruskin).

Park Service Publishes Climate Report After Charges Of Censorship.
The Hill (5/21, Cama) reports that the National Park Service “released a major report on
rising sea levels after the Trump administration was accused of censoring it.” The Center for
Investigative Reporting’s Reveal “reported last month that administration officials removed
mentions of human-caused climate change in the report, reflecting President Trump’s and
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke’s skepticism that manmade greenhouse gases are the main
cause of climate change.” However, “the report released late Friday puts the blame for sea-
level rise squarely in human hands.” The report says, “Human activities continue to release
carbon dioxide (CO2) into the atmosphere, causing the Earth’s atmosphere to warm.
Further warming of the atmosphere will cause sea levels to continue to rise, which will affect
how we protect and manage our national parks.”
        Also reporting are E&E Publishing (5/21, Aton), ABC News (5/21, Ebbs), Public Radio
International (5/21, Shogren), Grist (5/21, Jochem), and Law360 (5/21, Rodriguez).

Hawaii Volcano Eruption Driving Away Millions In Tourism Dollars.
Reuters (5/21, Rosa) reports that “tourism authorities say summer bookings for hotels on
Hawaii’s Big Island have fallen almost 50 percent since the volcano began spewing lava and
toxic gases on May 3.” The closure of Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, “the state’s top
tourist destination, alone is costing the island $166 million, the National Park Service said
on Monday.” According to the park service report, “the lost revenue rises to $222 million
when some 2,000 jobs indirectly impacted by park tourists are included.”

Yellowstone Bison Experiment Stopped, Disease Rules Changed.
The AP (5/21) reports that “federal officials shut down an experiment on diseased wildlife
from Yellowstone National Park after inspectors questioned government protocols for
handling infected bison.” The U.S. Department of Agriculture program “examined whether
administering birth control to bison would reduce transmissions of the disease brucellosis.”
According to the article, “documents released to the advocacy group Buffalo Field Campaign
show the experiment was shut down last July after inspectors raised questions about
keeping infected and non-infected bison in the same pen.”

State, Federal Governments Look To Maintain Area Parks Deal.
The Utica (NY) Observer Dispatch (5/21, Harris) reports that “for the last decade, the
Oriskany Battlefield and Steuben Memorial state historic sites have remained open through
a cooperative management agreement involving the National Park Service and the New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.” That agreement ends July 26,
but “officials are hopeful that a new agreement can be reached before then.” The park
service and the state office said in a joint statement, “The NPS and OPRHP have drafted a
new five-year agreement that outlines the future of the partnership, which is only growing
stronger. The draft agreement is in legal review and we expect the public will see little to no
change in the operation of either site.”

Helicopter Rescues Hiker In Joshua Tree National Park.
The AP (5/21) reports that “a hiker who went missing in Joshua Tree National Park during
the weekend has been rescued.” The National Park Service “says 40-year-old Ali Sandoval
of El Monte was reported overdue by his family around 11 p.m. Saturday.” According to the
article, “a California Highway Patrol helicopter crew spotted Sandoval waving around 1:35
p.m. Sunday a mile north of Mastodon Trail and picked him up.”

Lawrence Park Receives Historic Designation.



The Erie (PA) Times-News (5/21, Massing) reports that Lawrence Park has been included in
the National Park Service’s National Register of Historic Places.

Main Street Listed On National Register Of Historic Places.
The Ames (IA) Tribune (5/21, Mika) reports that “Ames’ Main Street is now on the National
Register of Historic Places after a decade’s worth of work in applying to the list of buildings
the federal government deems to be of historic value.”

Insular And International Affairs

Interior Announces $247,405 In Funding Support For Power Utilities And Lineman
Training In US-affiliated Pacific Islands.
Marianas Variety (5/22) reports that “Doug Domenech, assistant secretary of the Interior
for insular and international affairs, has announced $230,000 to support the 2018 Pacific
Lineman Training program for linesmen from American Samoa, Guam, Ebeye, Majuro,
Palau, Pohnpei, and Yap.” In addition, “$17,405 will support participation in workshops and
meetings sponsored by the Pacific Power Association for the three U.S. Pacific territories of
American Samoa, Guam, and the Northern Mariana Islands.” Domenech said, “Interior
Secretary Ryan Zinke has prioritized energy independence and an important component of
that is ensuring that teams in the islands are trained and expert to provide safe, consistent,
and effective delivery of electricity throughout their communities. Families, health services,
schools, the private sector, and other industries in the islands all rely on these services.”

Learning From Past Micronesian Leaders: Bevacqua.
In an op-ed for the Pacific (GUM) Daily News (5/17, Bevacqua), Michael Lujan Bevacqua,
assistant professor of Chamorro studies at the University of Guam, writes about his insights
from a “research project focusing on United States federal-insular relations in the
Micronesian area.” According to Bevacqua, “all islands wanted to maintain a close
relationship with the U.S., but the majority recognized the need for layers of legal and
political projection to ensure they didn’t share the same fate of so many others.” He
concludes that “this is something that we on Guam would be smart to consider as well as
we mull over our own political future.”

U.S. Department Of Education Sends More Aid For V.I. Private And Parochial Schools.
The St. John Source (5/18) reports that “the Virgin Islands Department of Education
(VIDOE) has received $13.1 million in new federal assistance from the United States
Department of Education (USDOE) under the Immediate Aid to Restart School Operations
program, according to a release from the Office of the Governor.” Gov. Kenneth E. Mapp
“learned of the grant award during a phone call this week with U.S. Secretary of Education
Betsy DeVos.” According to the article, “under the K-12 Restart program, VIDOE will
administer funds to public, private and parochial schools in the St. Thomas-St. John and St.
Croix Districts to help defray the costs of restarting school operations and restoring the
normal learning environment for students and families.”

FHA Extends Foreclosure Freeze For Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands Hurricane Victims,
Again.
HousingWire (5/16, Lane) reports that “for the second time this year, the Department of
Housing and Urban Development and the Federal Housing Administration are extending the
foreclosure moratorium for Hurricane Maria victims in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands.” An “extended freeze was due to expire on Friday, May 18, but now, HUD and the
FHA are extending it again.” HUD and the FHA have announced “that they are adding 90
more days on to the moratorium to address the ‘continuing needs in these hard-hit
territories.’”

School’s Future Top Concern Of St. John Residents.



The Virgin Islands Daily News (5/16, RAO) reports that “a St. John town hall conducted by
Gov. Kenneth Mapp and his Cabinet Tuesday attempted to manage expectations of
residents convinced recovery efforts on their island are not moving fast enough.” According
to the article, “many attendees left with doubts, particularly in regard to St. John students,
whose only public school – the Julius E. Sprauve School – was badly damaged and is slated
for demolition.” However, “while residents primarily questioned the uncertainly over the
school, many cheered after Mapp announced St. John as being ‘ahead of the curve’ in terms
of its recovery, with the governor highlighting the arrival of two four-megawatt generators,
the installation of composite poles and a planned solar field to make St. John autonomous
from St. Thomas for power generation.”

USSTRATCOM Targets U.S. Space Domain Concerns.
KETV-TV Omaha, NE (5/16, McCartney) reports that “in the next six and a half years,”
Russia and China “could target U.S. space assets,” according to Major Gen. Nina Armagno.
The article says that “with Washington recently passing a $700 billion defense budget and
talk of trying to launch a new U.S. Space Command in next year’s budget, implementing
strategic space into USSTRATCOM’s plans sends a strong message.” Armagno said, “To
show Russia and China that we see what they’re doing, we’re going to beef up our
defenses.”

Pacific Island Leaders Gather In Northeastern Japan For Summit.
Mainichi Daily News (JPN) (5/18) reports that “leaders of the Pacific island nations gathered
Friday in northeastern Japan for a two-day summit aimed at securing the country’s support
in tackling climate change and maritime issues.” At the eighth Pacific Islands Leaders
Meeting, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is “expected to promise Japan’s continued assistance to
the island states in fields such as the environment and disaster prevention for their
sustainable development, according to government officials.” Abe is also “likely to pledge
support, such as personnel training, to enhance the island nations’ maritime security
capability to better crack down on illicit fishery operations, government sources said.”

Taiwan Relations Unchanged Despite Chinese Pressure: Palau President.
Nikkei Asian Review (JPN) (5/18, Tanaka) reports that “Palau will not bow to Chinese
pressure to cut off Taiwan, President Tommy Remengesau Jr. told Nikkei, saying the Pacific
Island nation would look to such countries as Japan for fresh sources of economic support.”
Remengesau is “not against dealing with the mainland.” He said, “China is an important
partner. If we had a choice, we would like to recognize China and Taiwan tomorrow.”
However, “shared ‘ideals, values and principles such as freedom’ give Palau ‘more in
common with Taiwan,’ he said.”

US Geological Survey

Lava Flow Reaches Pacific Ocean.
The CBS Evening News  (5/21, story 7, 2:10, Glor) reported, “There is a new health threat
tonight on Hawaii’s Big Island. Flowing lava from the Kilauea Volcano has reached the
Pacific Ocean, creating a toxic stew.” NBC Nightly News  (5/21, story 5, 2:20, Holt)
reported, “A river of lava pouring into the ocean where magma cascades into the water,
laze is formed, a haze of poisonous acid, dangerous just like this sulfur dioxide and ash
blanketing the air.” ABC World News Tonight (5/21, story 4, 1:15, Muir) reported that
there’s also “methane coming out with minor explosions, making things more complicated
for first responders who now also have to deal with brush fires.”

Opinion Pieces

Grijalva: ‘Dark & Misguided’ To Deploy Park Police On Border.
In an op-ed for the Tucson (AZ) Sentinel (5/21, Grijalva), Rep. Raúl M. Grijalva criticizes



Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke’s decision to send U.S. Park Police and National Park Service
law officers to Oregon Pipe National Monument and Amistad National Recreation Area in
Texas to assist the U.S. Border Patrol. Grijalva argues that if “more law enforcement officers
are needed on the southern border, the relevant agencies should hire more law enforcement
officers.” However, “pulling one federal agency in to do another’s job until some ill-defined
public safety threshold is met is the kind of expensive, short-sighted approach conservatives
normally claim to oppose.”

A Washington Bomb Set To Go Off In California’s Delta Tunnels Water War.
In a piece for the Los Angeles Times (5/21, Leslie), Jacques Leslie writes that Rep. Ken
Calvert “set off a legislative bomb in California’s water wars last week” when he “inserted a
rider into an Interior Department appropriations bill that would exempt from all judicial
review the intensely contested Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta twin tunnels project.”
According to Leslie, “if passed by the House (likely) and Senate (possible) and signed by
President Trump (probable), the rider would open a gaping hole in California and federal
law.” Leslie points out that “even though the project is California’s, the product of decades
of studies, plans, battles and ongoing arguments about the state’s water needs, the rider
constitutes a federal end run around those deliberations and California’s rigorous
environmental laws.”

Top National News

DOJ To Expand Russia Probe To Include Alleged FBI Surveillance Of Trump
Campaign.
Coverage of President Trump’s meeting with top law enforcement and intelligence officials
over whether the FBI had surveilled his 2016 campaign states that the President managed
to head off a collision with the DOJ by reaching an agreement with Deputy Attorney General
Rod Rosenstein. However, analyses are offer an unfavorable assessment of Trump’s actions,
stating that he crossed a line he had previously recognized himself in forcing the DOJ’s hand
and accusing him of possibly interfering in the investigation.
        On ABC World News Tonight  (5/21, story 3, 2:40), for example, David Muir referred
to “Trump’s growing pressure on the Department of Justice. ... There was a meeting today
at the White House with the deputy attorney general in charge of the Mueller investigation,
and the President’s own recent pick now heading the FBI.” ABC’s Jonathan Karl reported
that Rosenstein and Christopher Wray “arrived at the White House today for a meeting with
a president highly agitated about the Russia investigation” following a “New York Time
report that the FBI in late 2016 used an informant to question two Trump campaign
associates about their contacts with Russians. But there is no evidence the FBI infiltrated
the Trump campaign.”
        On the CBS Evening News  (5/21, story 2, 2:00, Glor), Paula Reid reported that
Rosenstein “arrived at the White House this afternoon for a showdown with President Trump
over an FBI informant who had contacts with several Trump campaign aides during the
2016 election. ... After today’s meeting, the President appeared satisfied with that
outcome.” On NBC Nightly News  (5/21, story 3, 2:30, Holt), Hallie Jackson reported that
Rosenstein is “under orders to do something, finding a middle ground, expanding an
existing internal review but not starting a new one all together. The White House now
reiterating what the DOJ confirmed yesterday: It will ask the Inspector General to look into
any irregularities in tactics concerning the Trump campaign.”
        Reuters (5/21) briefly reports that the DOJ “agreed to expand its investigation into
alleged Russia collusion in the 2016 election to include ‘any irregularities’ involving FBI
tactics on Trump’s presidential campaign, a White House spokeswoman said.” The
Washington Post (5/21, Kim, Zapotosky) reports that the meeting, which also included DNI
Coats, “lasted about an hour. Trump personally called to confer with the officials, two
people familiar with the request said,” though the White House said it was scheduled last
week.



        USA Today (5/21, Korte, Johnson) reports under the headline “In Extraordinary
Meeting, Trump Gets Involved In Congressional Oversight Of Russia Probe” that the
President “met with top law enforcement and intelligence officials Monday to pressure them
to turn over to Congress information about the origins of the FBI investigation into his own
campaign.” The New York Times (5/21, Baker) also calls it an “extraordinary meeting,” and
reports that a “frustrated and impatient” Trump “has embarked on what amounts to a two-
prong strategy to contain the threat and undercut the credibility of the escalating
investigations targeting him and his associates” – with both a “blizzard of Twitter messages
combined with a string of public statements” by Rudy Giuliani and the “laying out [of] a
series of red lines to limit the reach and duration of the primary inquiry.”
        Charlie Savage of the New York Times (5/21) writes that with his demand that the
DOJ “open an investigation into the F.B.I.’s scrutiny of his campaign contacts with Russia,
he inched further toward breaching an established constraint on executive power: The White
House does not make decisions about individual law enforcement investigations. ... Almost
since he took office, Mr. Trump has battered the Justice Department’s independence
indirectly.” But he had also “acknowledged that as president, ‘I am not supposed to be
involved with the Justice Department,’ as he told a radio interviewer with frustration last
fall.”
        Politico (5/21, Samuelsohn, Cheney) reports that “under pressure” from Trump, DOJ
officials “have agreed to share highly classified information with congressional leaders
connected to the FBI’s investigation of Russian interference” in the 2016 campaign. The
New York Post (5/21, Moore, Schultz) reports that congressional Republicans “have been
seeking details from the DOJ” about the informant, “but FBI officials have balked at the
request because they say identifying the person could harm the investigation and endanger
the source.” The Washington Examiner (5/21, Nelson) reports that White House Press
Secretary Sarah Sanders said Chief of Staff Kelly “will immediately set up a meeting with
the FBI, DOJ, and DNI together with congressional leaders to review highly classified and
other information they have requested.” The New York Times (5/21, Shear, Fandos) reports
that the disclosure is expected “to happen quickly, most likely before the end of the week.”
        Sen. Richard Blumenthal said on CNN’s Anderson Cooper 360  (5/21) that “the
President is obviously trying to interfere with an investigation. It happens to be an
investigation of him. So it’s a threat.” Blumenthal added that there is “no evidence to
support an investigation. The FBI was conducting a counterintelligence investigation against
Russian attempts to interfere with our election. In fact, they warned the Trump campaign
about that effort to interfere with the Trump campaign and the Clinton campaign well before
any of this stuff happened. And so the precedent is very dangerous that an investigation will
be launched simply because a president wants to stop an investigation.”
        Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA) said on CNN’s Situation Room  (5/21), “The continued assault
on the rule of law by Donald Trump as well as the independence of the Department of
Justice is highly disturbing.” Lieu added that “these are not the actions of an innocent
person. This shows consciousness of guilt. If Donald Trump was truly innocent, he would let
the investigation conclude without trying to interfere with it at every single step, and I think
it’s time the President stop smearing the Department of Justice and the FBI.”
        Tom Rogan of the Washington Examiner (5/21) writes that Rosenstein’s “decision is
bad news for Democrats. They have been arguing persistently that the president is crying
wolf for the purpose of political distraction. And to make that case, Democrats and their
media allies have pointed to Rosenstein’s professional credibility as a legal servant beyond
reproach.” The Washington Times (5/21, Miller) headlines its report “Trump Calls Rod
Rosenstein, FBI’s Wray To The Carpet At White House.” The Hill (5/21, Williams) also has a
brief report.
        The New York Times (5/21) editorializes, “As the old saying goes, if the facts are
against you, argue the law. If the law is against you, argue the facts. If both the facts and
the law are against you, pound the table and yell. ... As the Russia investigation burrows
closer to the Oval Office, the president, his staff, his collaborators in Congress and his
defenders in the right-wing media are sparing no institution in their quest to undermine it.”
The Times concludes, “The members of our law enforcement and intelligence communities



are trying to protect the country. Donald Trump and his supporters are simply trying to
protect Donald Trump.”
        The Washington Post (5/21) editorializes that since Watergate, “presidents have
understood the importance of keeping a respectful distance from the Justice Department.”
Trump “has chafed at this arrangement,” and has now taken steps that “would erode the
norm that presidents do not inject politics into federal law enforcement. ... The nation
should not let the president distract from the questions that need answering: What did
Trump campaign officials know about foreign plots to help them win, and what did they do
about it? What measures is the Trump administration taking to protect future elections from
foreign interference?”
        Eugene Robinson writes in his Washington Post (5/21) column, “Stop waiting for the
constitutional crisis that President Trump is sure to provoke. It’s here.” Trump “is
determined to use the Justice Department and the FBI to punish those he sees as political
enemies. This is a crisis, and it will get worse.” However, James Robbins writes in his USA
Today (5/21) column that “it’s about time” that Trump took action, since “we already know
the Trump campaign was under FBI ‘surveillance.’ Only the motive and who gave the orders
remains a mystery.”
        Pence: Americans “Have A Right To Know” About Possible Campaign Surveillance. Fox
News (5/21, Chamberlain) reports on its website that in an interview with Fox News’ Martha
MacCallum, Vice President Pence said that “‘the American people have a right to know’
whether the FBI infiltrated” Trump’s campaign. Pence said on Fox News’ The Story , “With
the revelations that our campaign may have been the subject of surveillance by the FBI, the
President I think is grateful that the Department of Justice is going to have the Inspector
General look into it and determine and ensure that there was no surveillance done for
political purposes against our campaign. I think it would be very troubling to millions of
Americans if that took place, but we are very confident that as the Inspector General has
been doing their work, looking at the conduct of the FBI during that period, by adding their
focus to this that we will get to the bottom of it because the American people have a right to
know.”
        WPost Profile: Halper “A Well-Connected Veteran Of Past GOP Administrations.” The
Washington Post (5/21, Costa, Leonnig, Harris) has a profile of Stefan A. Halper, “the FBI
source who assisted the Russia investigation and is at the center of a standoff between
congressional Republicans and the Justice Department.” Halper “is a well-connected veteran
of past GOP administrations who convened senior intelligence officials for seminars at the
University of Cambridge in England.” Axios (5/21, Swan, Treene) is reporting that White
House trade adviser Peter Navarro recommended appointing Halper “to a senior role in the
Trump administration” or to an ambassadorship in Asia.
        Breitbart (5/21, Caplan) reports that Halper was paid $282,295 for work done for the
Defense Department in 2016. The Daily Caller (5/21, Ross) reports that Halper made
contact with Trump campaign adviser George Papadopoulos in early September of that year.
They met in London later that month.
        Carter Page said on Fox News’ Ingraham Angle  (5/21), “I never knew anything
about the person I was speaking with, who was a university professor at Cambridge in the
UK at the time. I was invited to participate in a conference in July of 2016 and everything
seemed totally normal.” Asked if, in retrospect, anything about his interactions with the
informant seemed “out of the ordinary,” Page said, “Maybe this individual who we are
talking about might have been a little bit nicer than I might otherwise have expected. ... I
like to give people the benefit of the doubt. People that know him in Washington and senior
circles that I have spoken with afterwards say he seemed like a pretty decent guy.” The
Washington Examiner (5/21, Lim) reports on the interview.
        Grassley Seeks DOJ Documents On Ohr’s Communications Regarding Dossier. Fox News
(5/21, Chamberlain) reports on its website in a letter to Rosenstein, Senate Judiciary
Chairman Charles Grassley asked the DOJ “to turn over communications between former
Associate Deputy Attorney General Bruce Ohr, British spy Christopher Steele and others”
about the anti-Trump dossier. Grassley “requested Ohr’s emails, phone logs, written notes
and text messages,” and also asked to arrange for Ohr to be interviewed by staff of his



committee.
        Penn Calls For End To Mueller Probe. In a Sunday op-ed for The Hill (5/20), Harris Poll
chairman Mark Penn wrote that Mueller’s investigation must be stopped because “the less
investigators found, the more determined and expansive they became.” Penn suggests that
Trump’s lawyers “need to extend their new aggressiveness from words to action,” such as
“filing complaints with Justice Department’s Office of Professional Responsibility on the
failure of Rosenstein and Mueller to recuse themselves.” Penn adds, “The final stopper may
be the president himself, offering two hours of testimony, perhaps even televised live from
the White House.” Townhall (5/21, Benson) reported on the op-ed by the “longtime Clinton
confidante,” while Peter Baker of the New York Times (5/21) covered it under the headline
“Mark Penn, Ex-Clinton Aide, Dismisses Mueller Inquiry, And The Clintons Along With It.”
        Manafort Attorney Asks Judge To Allow Investigation Into Possible Leaks. The
Washington Times (5/21, Scarborough) reports that Paul Manafort’s attorney Kevin Downing
has asked District Court Judge T.S. Ellis in Virginia “to allow an investigation into whether
special counsel prosecutor Andrew Weissmann illegally leaked confidential grand jury
testimony to the press.” Downing wants the judge to compel Mueller “to disclose what Mr.
Weissmann said to the Associated Press before it wrote negative stories about the former
Trump campaign manager and his business ties to a Russian oligarch.”
        WPost Analysis: Flynn Has Become A Popular Figure On The Right. The Washington Post
(5/21, Parker, Dawsey) reports that “since his West Wing departure and guilty plea” for
“lying to the FBI about his contacts with Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak,” ex-National
Security Adviser Michael Flynn “has become something of a cause celebre among the
conservative right and a symbol of what the president’s most ardent supporters contend is a
conspiracy to undermine his administration by law enforcement and intelligence officials
hostile to his presidency.” But the effort to rehabilitate Flynn, “largely based on social
media, has at times put Flynn’s advocates, and occasionally Flynn, at odds with his own
legal team, which believes that any public attention to Flynn’s case is not helpful as he
awaits sentencing.”
        DOJ IG Report Will Fault FBI For Slow Action On Clinton Emails. The AP (5/21, Tucker)
reports that according to people familiar with the findings, an upcoming report from the DOJ
IG “is expected to criticize senior FBI leaders for not moving quickly enough to review a
trove of Hillary Clinton emails discovered late in the 2016 campaign.” Some FBI officials
knew about the emails on former Rep. Anthony Weiner’s laptop in September of that year,
“but the bureau did not obtain a warrant to review them until the following month.” Fox
News (5/21, Chamberlain) reports on its website that a group of conservative House
Republicans including Reps. Jim Jordan (R-OH) and Mark Meadows (R-NC) “plans to
introduce a resolution Tuesday calling for the appointment of a second special counsel to
investigate alleged misconduct at the FBI and Justice Department.”
        The Washington Examiner (5/21, Quinn) reports that sources told the AP that the
“high anticipated report” will “criticize the FBI for not moving quickly enough and for its
delay in obtaining a warrant to examine the emails found on a laptop belonging to former
Rep. Anthony Weiner,” who was married to top Clinton aide Huma Abedin, “who had
forwarded some of the messages to Weiner to be printed out.”

Pompeo Lists Demands, Threatens Iran With “Strongest Sanctions In History.”
Media coverage of Secretary of Sate Pompeo’s speech Monday at the Heritage Foundation
casts a skeptical light on the list of demands he says must be met by the Iranian
government to avoid the imposition of strong US sanctions. The CBS Evening News  (5/21,
story 3, 0:30, Glor) – the only network to report on the speech – said Pompeo “demanded
that Iran make sweeping changes, including dropping its nuclear program, or face what he
called the strongest economic sanctions in history.” Iran “called the ultimatum
unacceptable.”
        The Washington Times (5/21, Boylan) reports Pompeo laid out the Administration’s
“long-awaited Plan B,” a list of 12 demands, including an end to all enrichment of uranium;
“unqualified access” for international inspectors to any suspect site inside Iran, the release
of American citizens held in Iranian jails; and a halt to Iran’s destabilizing moves throughout



the Middle East. But to the Los Angeles Times (5/21, Wilkinson), the Administration’s “so-
called Plan B...was less a detailed new policy than a dozen harsh demands, with no clear
way to achieve them,” and Bloomberg News (5/21, Wadhams, Nasseri) says Pompeo
“essentially demanded Iran’s total submission without offering anything in return aside from
the hazy prospect of sanctions relief at some future date.”
        Under the headline “US Demands Wholesale Changes In Iran Policies Post-Nuke Deal,”
the AP (5/21, Lederman, Lee) says Pompeo “issued a steep list of demands to be included in
a nuclear treaty with Iran to replace the deal scuttled by” President Trump, and threatened
“the strongest sanctions in history” if Iran doesn’t change course. Said Pompeo, “This list
may seem long to some, but it is simply a reflection of the massive scope of Iranian malign
behavior.” The New York Times (5/21, Harris) reports that while Pompeo “did not directly
threaten the use of military force,” he did say that if Iran restarts its nuclear program, “we
will respond.”
        To the Washington Post (5/21, Morello), Pompeo “gave short shrift to what the
administration has been calling ‘fixes’ to the nuclear deal,” and, instead, “demanded Iran’s
complete capitulation on 12 points.” Iran, it adds, is “unlikely to go along with any of
Pompeo’s demands.” The Wall Street Journal (5/21, Gordon) quotes Pompeo as saying,
“Relief from sanctions will come only when we see tangible, demonstrated, and sustained
shifts in Tehran’s policies.”
        Reuters (5/21, Wroughton) says Pompeo “warned that the United States would ‘crush’
Iranian operatives and allies abroad and told Tehran to pull out forces under its command
from the Syrian civil war where they back President Bashar al-Assad.” A “senior Iranian
official” said Pompeo’s remarks showed that the US was pushing for “regime change,” but
Reuters says Pompeo “did not explicitly call for regime change.” He did, however,
“repeatedly urge the Iranian people not to put up with their leaders, specifically naming
President Hassan Rouhani and Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif.”
        Asked on Fox News’ Special Report  (5/21) to respond to claims that the
Administration is seeking regime change, Brian Hook, a senior policy adviser to Secretary
Pompeo, replied, “The only thing we would like to see is a change in the behavior of the
Iranian regime.” He said the Iranian people have “had protests where they’ve expressed
this.”
        Bloomberg News (5/21, Wadhams, Nasseri) says Pompeo’s speech also “gave
European leaders little reason to hope Washington will show flexibility in dealing with their
companies that want to continue investing in the Islamic Republic.” Pompeo, The Hill (5/21,
Kheel) reports, “acknowledged the concerns European allies have with the United States
reimposing sanctions, but said businesses from all countries must make sacrifices to change
Iran’s behavior.”
        In a second article titled “UK Slams New US Iran Plan Even Before Pompeo Presents
It,” Bloomberg News (5/21, Ross, Penny) reports earlier Monday, British Foreign Secretary
Boris Johnson “predicted that in the end the US will come back to discussing an enhanced
version of the original deal...but it may take a long time.”
        On its editorial page, the Washington Post (5/21) says the plan laid out by Pompeo
“seems sure to heighten tensions in the Middle East and between the United States and its
European allies – and it may make its unstated aim less rather than more likely.” The Wall
Street Journal (5/21) strikes a more positive tone on its editorial page, writing that while it
is unlikely Iran’s leaders will meet Pompeo’s terms on their own, tougher sanctions could
force their hand.
        New York Times (5/21) editorial board member Carol Giacomo writes that Pompeo, in
what she called “a belligerent speech,” made it clear that what the Administration expects is
“Iranian capitulation.” The demands, she argues, “are so extensive that it is unlikely Iran
could comply any time soon, even if it wanted to. And any benefits it would achieve in
exchange – sanctions relief, the re-establishment of diplomatic and commercial relations –
would be at some unspecified point in the future.” Giacomo adds that “there’s also the irony
of, as Mr. Pompeo is making these demands, his boss is offering North Korea’s leader, Kim
Jong-un...security guarantees to abandon his arsenal,” while Iran “has no nuclear
weapons.”



        Mark Dubowitz and Richard Goldberg of the Foundation for Defense of Democracies
write in the Wall Street Journal (5/21, Dubowitz, Goldberg) that the Administration has
declared financial war on Iran, and it’s likely to win. The new strategy, they say, also
presents European leaders with a choice: either help the US or face sanctions. If the
Europeans refuse, Dubowitz and Goldberg argue that Trump would have options.
        A.B. Stoddard of Real Clear Politics said on Fox News’ Special Report  (5/21), “We
don’t know how effective the Trump Administration can be in making a broad set of
demands and dreaming of an actual new deal as long as Iran doesn’t feel isolated. As long
as the Europeans are still at the table with the Iranians, they can say, ‘You know what? We
don’t need the US and we don’t need to give in to all these stipulations.’”

Pence: Trump Willing To Walk Away From North Korea Summit.
Reuters (5/21, Brunnstrom) reports Vice President Pence said Monday that “there’s no
question” President Trump is willing to walk away from his planned summit with North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un, scheduled to take place in Singapore on June 12. Pence said
North Korea should not seek concessions from the US if it does not intend to honor its
promises, and that it “would be a great mistake” for Kim “to think he could play” Trump.
        Pence told Fox News’ The Story (5/21), “As the President often says, we will see. ...
We really hope that Kim Jong-un will seize the opportunity to dismantle his nuclear weapons
program and do so by peaceable means. There was some talk about the Libya model last
week, and as the President made clear, this will only end like the Libya model ended if Kim
Jong-un doesn’t make a deal.” Asked if that was a threat, Pence said, “I think it’s more of a
fact. President Trump made it clear the United States of America under his leadership is not
going to tolerate the regime in North Korea possessing nuclear weapons and ballistic
missiles that threaten the United States and our allies.”
        Media Analyses: Moon To Meet With Trump As Diplomatic Momentum Slows. The AP
(5/21, Tong-Hyung) reports South Korean President Moon Jae-in heads to his Tuesday
meeting with President Trump at the White House “with his status in the diplomatic driver’s
seat in doubt.” The AP says Moon previously enjoyed a string of diplomatic successes before
the North last week made a “surprise move...to break off a high-level meeting with Seoul
over US-South Korean military drills while threatening to cancel next month’s summit
between North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.”
        Reuters (5/21) says Trump’s meeting with Moon “was originally arranged as a meeting
to fine-tune a joint strategy for dealing with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un but has
instead become more of a crisis session after Pyongyang last week” caught the White House
“off-guard” with its “dramatic change of tone.” Trump’s “aides are looking to Moon to help
determine whether Kim is taking a harder line against denuclearization than South Korea
had previously communicated to them, a US official said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.” Some US officials “have privately expressed concern that Moon, eager to make
progress with the North,” not only “may have overstated Kim’s willingness to negotiate in
good faith,” but also could “be prepared to accept a less-stringent version of North Korean
denuclearization than Washington wants and could be open to faster sanctions relief for
Pyongyang.”
        A Washington Post (5/21, Nakamura) analysis says the Tuesday meeting, which
“coincides with renewed tensions on the Korean Peninsula that have cast doubt on the fate”
of the upcoming summit, represents for Moon “a crucial opportunity to soothe Trump’s
concerns and, perhaps, readjust his expectations about the potential outcome.” The
question looming over Tuesday’s meeting, “analysts said, is how much responsibility Moon
bears for feeding Trump’s unrealistic expectations – or whether Trump has failed to be
properly skeptical amid talk from his supporters that he could win a Nobel Peace Prize if he
strikes a deal in Singapore.”
        South Korean Officials Critical Of Bolton’s Remarks About “Libya Model.” The
Washington Post (5/21, Fifield) reports that “in South Korea, many say the blame for the
sudden problems in the diplomatic process lie squarely at the feet of” National Security
Adviser Bolton. Woo Sang-ho, a lawmaker from the ruling Democratic Party, said “Bolton’s
preposterous ‘Libya solution’ is a red light in North Korea’s summit talks with the U.S. and



South Korea.” Lee Jong-Seok, who served as South Korea’s Unification Minister in the later
years of the Roh administration, says Bolton “created a mess,” and “things would have
gotten out of hand had it not been for the immediate follow-up from Trump himself.” The
Post says President Trump “contradicted Bolton” last week, “saying he was not thinking of a
Libya model...but an outcome where Kim remained in power and his economy flourished
under a denuclearization deal.”
        Trump Notes Reports That China Is Easing Economic Blockade Of North Korea. The
Washington Post (5/21, Wagner, Rucker) reports that earlier today, President Trump
“pushed...for China to continue ‘strong & tight’ trade sanctions against Kim Jong Un’s
regime until a possible accord over the North’s nuclear program.” On Twitter, Trump wrote,
“The word is that recently the Border has become much more porous and more has been
filtering in.” The Post says that, “inside the White House, there are mounting concerns that
North Korea may back away from striking a deal on denuclearization and growing suspicions
about the role the Chinese may be playing in complicating preparations for the Singapore
summit.”
        Bloomberg News (5/21) reports that “China’s enforcement of United Nations sanctions
helped bring Kim to the negotiating table,” but “now that Trump and Kim are meeting,”
Chinese President Xi Jinping “can support any deal that is good for China and undermine
anything that goes against its interests.” Bloomberg says the Chinese government “has
repeatedly called for talks between the US and North Korea to avoid a war or regime
collapse, which could devastate its economy and lead to a refugee crisis or potentially US
troops on its border.”
        South Korean Ambassador: Trump-Kim Summit An Unprecedented Chance At Peace. In a
Washington Post (5/21, Je) op-ed, South Korea’s Ambassador to the US, Cho Yoon Je, urges
Seoul and Washington to “seize this opportunity” of “peace on the Korean Peninsula,” no
matter how “bright or dim the prospects might seem.” Cho compares the current situation
to the Cold War and says former President Reagan, despite a similar climate of pessimism
and “intense opposition, chose to steadily move forward to make accommodations through
several summit meetings with [Soviet leader Mikhail] Gorbachev, concluding in a major
arms-control agreement.”

Editorial Wrap-Up

New York Times.
“Trump v. The Department Of Justice.” The New York Times (5/21) editorializes, “As
the old saying goes, if the facts are against you, argue the law. If the law is against you,
argue the facts. If both the facts and the law are against you, pound the table and yell. ...
As the Russia investigation burrows closer to the Oval Office, the president, his staff, his
collaborators in Congress and his defenders in the right-wing media are sparing no
institution in their quest to undermine it.” The Times concludes, “The members of our law
enforcement and intelligence communities are trying to protect the country. Donald Trump
and his supporters are simply trying to protect Donald Trump.”
        “Venezuela’s Sham Election.” A New York Times (5/21) editorial says now that
Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro secured a second term as expected, the question
before the international community is how he can be removed “before he completes the
destruction of his country.” To the Times, “It is clear that Mr. Maduro must go,” but “that
emphatically does not mean American military action, as hinted by President Trump” last
August. The Times argues, “The best means of eventually ousting Mr. Maduro is in collective
action by the Western Hemisphere, led by Latin America, to further choke off funds to his
government while supporting the National Assembly, which has been sidelined by Mr.
Maduro since the opposition won a majority in 2015.”

Washington Post.
“Not Doors, Not Ritalin. The Issue Is Guns.” The Washington Post (5/21) says in an
editorial that while Republicans and the NRA sought to blame “too many doors.” “abortion,”
“video games,” and “Ritalin” for Friday’s mass shooting at a high school in Texas, what “sets



the United States apart from the rest of the civilized world is not Ritalin or school entrances
or violent video games but the astronomical number of guns and the easy access to them.”
        “Don’t Let Trump Distract From The Questions That Need Answering.” The Washington
Post (5/21) editorializes that since Watergate, “presidents have understood the importance
of keeping a respectful distance from the Justice Department.” President Trump “has chafed
at this arrangement,” and has now taken steps that “would erode the norm that presidents
do not inject politics into federal law enforcement. ... The nation should not let the president
distract from the questions that need answering: What did Trump campaign officials know
about foreign plots to help them win, and what did they do about it? What measures is the
Trump administration taking to protect future elections from foreign interference?”
        “Mike Pompeo Sets The Stage For Perpetual Conflict With Iran.” On its editorial page, the
Washington Post (5/21) says the list of demands for Iran laid out by Secretary of State
Pompeo “seems sure to heighten tensions in the Middle East and between the United States
and its European allies – and it may make its unstated aim less rather than more likely.”

Wall Street Journal.
“Putting A New Squeeze On Iran.” The Wall Street Journal (5/21) says in an editorial
that while it is unlikely Iran’s leaders will meet Secretary of State Pompeo’s terms on their
own, tougher sanctions could force their hand.
        “Arbitration Wins At The High Court.” In an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (5/21)
praises the Supreme Court’s ruling in Epic Systems v. Lewis, saying a decision in the other
direction would have ended thousands of employment contracts and opened the door to
class-action lawsuits.
        “A Welcome China Trade Truce.” A Wall Street Journal (5/21) editorial welcomes the
trade truce between the US and China and says the surge in the stock markets should
indicate to the President that negotiations are moving in the right direction.

Big Picture

Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.

Wall Street Journal: 
Pompeo Lays Out US Demands For New Iran Deal 
Stocks Surge As Fears Of A Trade War With China Ebb 
Starbucks Clarifies Policy On Allowing Nonpaying Guests 
Egypt Clamped Down On Political Opposition—Next Up Is The Economy 
What’s A Clown To Do After The Circus? One Is Running For Congress 

New York Times: 
Divisions Within Trump Team Undercut Quick Trade Victory With China 
Trump Team’s Mueller Strategy: Limit The Investigation And Attack The Investigators 
The Eviction Machine Churning Through New York City 
Bankers Hate The Volcker Rule. Now, It Could Be Watered Down. 
Hillary And Bill Clinton Go Separate Ways For 2018 Midterm Elections 
Dovey Johnson Roundtree, Barrier-Breaking Lawyer, Dies at 104 

Washington Post: 
Trade Limits On China Could Hamstring US Tech Sector 
High Court Sides With Firms On Arbitration 
Kelly Sets Meeting On FBI Source 
In Georgia, Blazing A Trail For Democrats’ Future 

Financial Times: 
Political Novice Giuseppe Conte Proposed As Italy’s PM 
US Demands Exacting Terms For New Iran Nuclear Treaty 
International Community Considers Response As Maduro Digs In 



UK Court Dismisses Charges Against Barclays Over Qatar Deal 

Washington Times: 
Trump Orders ‘Highly Classified’ Data For Congress On FBI’s ‘Tactics’ 
Wall Street Rallies As Trump Crows About China Concessions, Promises ‘Fair Trade, Plus’ 
Mike Pompeo Threatens Iran With ‘Strongest Sanctions In History,’ Outlines New Nuclear
Demands 
Students Safer In School Than Out Despite Shootings, Statistics Show 
Congo Begins Trial Ebola Vaccination Amid Widening Outbreak 
Pending Power Vacuum: Younger Palestinians Despair Over Aging, Flailing Leadership 

Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 
ABC: Texas School Shooting; Baltimore-Officer Killed; WH-DOJ Investigation; Hawaii
Volcano Eruption; Montana Border Patrol Outrage; Celebrity Chef Under Investigation; CIA
Director Confirmation; UK Royal Wedding; Washington State Cougar Attack; North Carolina
Vehicle Crime; South Carolina Prison Break; Clinton-Graduation Speech; UK Royal Wedding-
Markle. 
CBS: Texas School Shooting; WH-DOJ Investigation; Trump Admin-Iran Nuclear Deal;
Trump Golf Club Shooting; Baltimore-Officer Killed; North Carolina Vehicle Crime; Hawaii
Volcano Eruption; Celebrity Chef Under Investigation; South Carolina Prison Break;
Washington State Cougar Attack; President GHW Bush Returns To Maine; College
Graduation; UK Royal Wedding; English Music Star. 
NBC: Baltimore-Officer Killed; Trump Golf Club Shooting; WH-DOJ Investigation; Texas
School Shooting; Hawaii Volcano Eruption; Opioid Crisis; ADHD Diagnosis; Egg-Health
Benefits; Netflix-Obama Show; UK Royal Wedding; Debt Collection Issues. 

Network TV At A Glance: 
Texas School Shooting – 9 minutes, 15 seconds 
WH-DOJ Investigation – 7 minutes, 10 seconds 
Hawaii Volcano Eruption – 5 minutes, 45 seconds 
Baltimore-Officer Killed – 4 minutes, 40 seconds 
UK Royal Wedding – 4 minutes, 30 seconds 

Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 
ABC: WH-DOJ Investigation; Texas School Shooting; CIA Director Confirmation; Miss USA. 
CBS: WH-DOJ Investigation; SCOTUS-Employee Arbitration; Hawaii Volcano Eruption;
Australia-Catholic Sex Abuse; Miss USA; Wall Street News. 
FOX: WH-DOJ Investigation; House-Farm Bill Vote; Baltimore-Officer Killed; Indonesia
Volcano Danger. 
NPR: WH-DOJ Investigation; Hawaii Volcano Eruption; UK Apartment Fire Memorial; Texas
School Shooting. 

Washington Schedule

Today’s Events In Washington.
White House: 
PRESIDENT TRUMP — Meets South Korean President Moon at the White House; meets with
the Secretary of State; delivers remarks at the Susan B. Anthony List 11th Annual
Campaign for Life Gala. 
VICE PRESIDENT PENCE — No public schedule announced. 
US Senate: 9:30 AM Senate Armed Services subcommittee marks up National Defense
Authorization Act – Seapower Subcommittee closed markup hearing on ‘National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019’ * Conducted at the secret level Location: Russell
Senate Office Building, Rm 232A, Washington, DC http://armed-services.senate.gov/ 
        10:00 AM Senate HELP Committee hearing on the health care workforce – Hearing on
‘The Health Care Workforce: Addressing Shortages and Improving Care’, with testimony



from Boston University School of Medicine Assistant Professor of Family Medicine and
Assistant Dean for Admissions Kristen Goodell; James Madison University School of Nursing
Director Julie Sanford; and University of Washington Adjunct Associate Professor of Health
Services Elizabeth Phelan Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 430, Washington,
DC http://help.senate.gov/
        10:00 AM Senate Commerce, Science, & Transportation Committee Executive Session
– Executive Session, with agenda including ‘S. 2848, Fighting Opioid Abuse in
Transportation Act’, ‘S. 2842, Opioid Addiction Recovery Fraud Prevention Act of 2018’, ‘S.
2844, STB Information Security Improvement Act’, ‘S. 2764, Sustainable Shark Fisheries
and Trade Act of 2018’, ‘S. 1092, Interstate Transport Act of 2017’, and ‘S. 2418, Rural
Reasonable and Comparable Wireless Access Act of 2018’, the nominations of Heidi King to
be National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Administrator, Joseph Ryan Gruters to be
an Amtrak Board of Directors member, and Jennifer Homendy to be a National
Transportation Safety Board member, and U.S. Coast Guard promotions Location: Dirksen
Senate Office Building, Rm 106, Washington, DC http://commerce.senate.gov
https://twitter.com/SenateCommerce
        10:00 AM Treasury Secretary Mnuchin testifies to Senate Appropriations subcommittee
on FY’19 budget – Financial Services and General Government Subcommittee hearing on
‘Review of the FY2019 Budget Request for the U.S. Department of the Treasury’, with
testimony from Secretary of the Treasury Steven Mnuchin; and Internal Revenue Service
Acting Commissioner David Kautter Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 138,
Washington, DC http://appropriations.senate.gov/ https://twitter.com/SenateApprops
        10:00 AM Senate Environment & Public Works Committee Business Meeting – Business
Meeting, with agenda including ‘S.2800, America’s Water Infrastructure Act (AWIA) of
2018’, ‘S.2602, Utilizing Significant Emissions with Innovative Technologies (USE IT) Act’,
‘S.2734, a bill to designate the Federal building and United States courthouse located at
1300 Victoria Street in Laredo, Texas, as the ‘George P. Kazen Federal Building and United
States Courthouse’, and ‘S.2377, a bill to designate the Federal building and United States
courthouse located at 200 West 2nd Street in Dayton, Ohio, as the ‘Walter H. Rice Federal
Building and United States Courthouse’, the nomination of John Ryder to be a member of
the Tennessee Valley Authority Board of Directors, and three General Services
Administration resolutions Location: Rm 406, Dirksen Senate Office Bldg, Washington, DC
http://epw.senate.gov/public/
        10:30 AM Senate Appropriations subcommittee markup hearing – Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Subcommittee markup
hearing on Fiscal Year 2019 appropriations bill Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm
192, Washington, DC http://appropriations.senate.gov/ https://twitter.com/SenateApprops
        11:00 AM Senate Armed Services subcommittee marks up National Defense
Authorization Act – Readiness Subcommittee closed markup hearing on ‘National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019’ * Conducted at the secret level Location: Russell
Senate Office Building, Rm 232A, Washington, DC http://armed-services.senate.gov/
        1:30 PM Congressional briefing on afterschool and summer learning programs’
response to opioid and substance abuse – Senate Afterschool Caucus briefing on the role
afterschool and summer learning programs play in combating the opioid crisis and
preventing substance abuse, with experts – Alaska Afterschool Network Director Thomas
Azzarella, West Virginia University Extension Specialist Nila Cobb, Boys and Girls Clubs of
Tennessee Valley Director Stacey Busby, and Montgomery County Recreation Specialist
Tiffany Nelson – discussing their work to increase resilience among young people, support
positive youth development, prevent future substance abuse among youth and children, and
help young people develop the skills to respond to substance abuse in their families and
communities Location: Hart Senate Office Building, Rm 902, Washington, DC
murkowski.senate.gov https://twitter.com/lisamurkowski
        2:15 PM Senate Foreign Relations Committee Business Meeting – Business Meeting,
with agenda including ‘The Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Public Works for Persons
Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled, Done at Marrakesh on June
27, 2013’, ‘S. 2269, Global Food Security Reauthorization Act of 2017’, ‘S. Res 386, A
resolution urging the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to fulfill its



agreement to hold credible elections, comply with constitutional limits on presidential terms,
and fulfill its constitutional mandate for a democratic transition of power by taking concrete
and measurable steps towards holding elections not later than December 2018 as outlined
in the existing election calendar, and allowing for freedom of expression and association,
with amendments’, and ‘S.J. Res. 58, A joint resolution to require certifications regarding
actions by Saudi Arabia in Yemen, and for other purposes’ Location: U.S. Capitol, S-116,
Washington, DC http://foreign.senate.gov/
        2:30 PM Energy and Water Development Subcommittee markup hearing on Fiscal Year
2019 appropriations bill Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 138, Washington, DC
http://appropriations.senate.gov/ https://twitter.com/SenateApprops
        2:30 PM Personnel Subcommittee markup hearing on ‘National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2019’ Location: Hart Senate Office Building, Rm 216, Washington, DC
http://armed-services.senate.gov/
        2:30 PM Joint Economic Committee hearing on ‘red tape’ – Hearing on ‘Breaking
through the Regulatory Barrier: What Red Tape Means for the Innovation Economy’, with
testimony from Kentucky Secretary of the Executive Cabinet Scott Brinkman; Information
Technology and Innovation Foundation Senior Fellow Dr Joseph Kennedy; Utah State
University Center for Growth and Opportunity Senior Director / George Mason University
Mercatus Center Senior Affiliated Scholar Christopher Koopman; and Small Business
Majority Board Member (and former Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Small
Business, Community Development, and Housing Policy) Jessica Milano Location: Longworth
House Office Building, Rm 1100, Washington, DC www.jec.senate.gov
https://twitter.com/JointEconCmte
        2:30 PM Closed Briefing: Intelligence Matters Location: Rm 219, Hart Senate Office
Bldg, Washington, DC http://intelligence.senate.gov
        3:30 PM Senate Armed Services subcommittee marks up National Defense
Authorization Act – Cybersecurity Subcommittee closed markup hearing on ‘National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019’ * Conducted at the secret level Location:
Russell Senate Office Building, Rm 232A, Washington, DC http://armed-
services.senate.gov/
        4:30 PM Senate Armed Services subcommittee marks up National Defense
Authorization Act – Emerging Threats Subcommittee closed markup hearing on ‘National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019’ * Conducted at the secret level Location:
Russell Senate Office Building, Rm 232A, Washington, DC http://armed-
services.senate.gov/
        5:15 PM Senate Armed Services subcommittee marks up National Defense
Authorization Act – Strategic Forces Subcommittee closed markup hearing on ‘National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019’ * Conducted at the secret level Location:
Russell Senate Office Building, Rm 232A, Washington, DC http://armed-
services.senate.gov/
US House: 10:00 AM Dem Rep. Judy Chu introduces Protecting Our Workers from
Exploitation and Retaliation Act – Democratic Rep. Judy Chu introduces the Protecting Our
Workers from Exploitation and Retaliation (POWER) Act, which would provide U Visa
eligibility for immigrant workers who report unsafe or unfair labor practices and would
strengthen labor agencies’ investigative powers and allow a stay of removal and work
authorization for workers who file a workplace claim, via press conference with Jessie Hahn
(National Immigration Law Center), Shannon Lederer (AFL-CIO), and Sarita Gupta (Jobs
With Justice) Location: House Triangle, Washington, DC chu.house.gov
https://twitter.com/RepJudyChu 
        10:00 AM Education Secretary DeVos testifies to House Education and Workforce
Committee – Hearing on ‘Examining the Policies and Priorities of the U.S. Department of
Education’, with testimony from Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos Location: Rayburn
House Office Building, Rm 2175, Washington, DC http://edworkforce.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/EdWorkforce
        10:00 AM House Technology subcommittees joint hearing on ‘empowering U.S.
veterans’ – Research and Technology Subcommittee and Energy Subcommittee joint
hearing on ‘Empowering U.S. Veterans Through Technology’, with testimony from National



Nuclear Security Administration chief scientist Dr Dimitri Kusnezov; SoldierStrong founder
and chairman Christopher Meek, and advisory board member Martha MacCallum; Project
Hero president and founder John Wordin; and Northwestern University research health
scientist and assistant professor of physical medicine and rehabilitation Dr Matthew Major
Location: Rm 2318, Rayburn House Office Bldg, Washington, DC http://science.house.gov
https://twitter.com/HouseScience
        10:00 AM Hearing on ‘The Curious Case of the VISN Takeover: Assessing VA’s
Governance Structure’ Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm 334, Washington, DC
http://veterans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseVetAffairs
        10:00 AM House Transportation subcommittee hearing on FAST Act implementation –
Highways and Transit Subcommittee hearing on ‘FAST Act Implementation: Motor Carrier
Provisions’, with testimony from Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Administrator
Ray Martinez; Krapf Transportation Chairman Dale Krapf; Eastern Missouri Commission
Company owner Mike VanMaanen (on behalf of Livestock Marketing Association);
Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance President Christopher Turner; and Citizens for Reliable
and Safe Highways Board Member Jennifer Tierney (on behalf of Truck Safety Coalition)
Location: Rm 2167, Rayburn House Office Bldg, Washington, DC
http://transportation.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/Transport
        10:00 AM House Oversight subcommittees joint hearing on ‘10 years of TARP’ –
Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee and Government Operations Subcommittee joint
hearing on ‘Ten Years of TARP: Examining the Hardest Hit Fund’ Location: Rayburn House
Office Building, Rm 2154, Washington, DC http://oversight.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/GOPoversight
        10:00 AM House Judiciary Committee hearing on USPTO oversight – Hearing on
‘Oversight of the United States Patent and Trademark Office’, with testimony from Under
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and USPTO Director Andrei Iancu Location:
Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2141, Washington, DC http://judiciary.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/HouseJudiciary
        10:00 AM House Energy subcommittee hearing on DOE modernization – Energy
Subcommittee hearing on ‘DOE Modernization: Legislation Addressing Development,
Regulation, and Competitiveness of Advanced Nuclear Energy Technologies’ Location:
Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2123, Washington, DC
http://energycommerce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce
        10:00 AM House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing on advancing effective
conservation policy worldwide, markup hearing – Hearing on ‘Advancing Effective
Conservation Policy Worldwide: Successes, Challenges, and Next Steps’, with testimony
from Center on Illicit Networks and Transnational Organized Crime Executive Director
Gretchen Peters; Vulcan Executive Vice President and General Counsel Dave Stewart; and
Wildlife Conservation Society Vice President for Species Conservation Dr Elizabeth Bennett *
Immediately followed by markup hearing on ‘H.R. 4819, DELTA Act’ Location: Rayburn
House Office Building, Rm 2172, Washington, DC http://www.hcfa.house.gov
https://twitter.com/HFACrepublicans
        10:00 AM CIA Subcommittee closed hearing on ‘Ongoing Intelligence Activities’
Location: U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, HVC-304, Washington, DC
http://intelligence.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseIntelComm
        10:00 AM House Financial Services Committee markup hearing – Markup hearing on
‘H.R. 4439, the Modernizing Credit Opportunities Act’, ‘H.R. 5735, the Transitional Housing
for Recovery in Viable Environments Demonstration Program Act’, ‘H.R. 5749, the Options
Markets Stability Act’, ‘H.R. 5793, the Housing Choice Voucher Mobility Demonstration Act
of 2018’, and ‘H.R. 5841, the Foreign Investment Risk Review Modernization Act of 2018’
Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2128, Washington, DC
http://financialservices.house.gov https://twitter.com/FinancialCmte
        10:00 AM Markup hearing on ‘FY 2019 Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Bill’ Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2118, Washington, DC
http://appropriations.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseAppropsGOP
        10:00 AM Business Meeting, to consider a resolution designating Republican members
of subcommittees Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm 334, Washington, DC



http://veterans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseVetAffairs
        10:15 AM Digital Commerce and Consumer Protection Subcommittee hearing on
‘Internet of Things Legislation’ Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2322,
Washington, DC http://energycommerce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce
        11:00 AM House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer regular pen-and-pad briefing Location: H-
144, U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC www.democraticwhip.gov/
https://twitter.com/WhipHoyer
        12:00 PM House meets for legislative business – House of Representatives meets for
legislative business, with agenda expected to include ‘S. 2155 – Economic Growth,
Regulatory Relief, and Consumer Protection Act’ and ‘S. 204 – Trickett Wendler, Frank
Mongiello, Jordan McLinn, and Matthew Bellina Right to Try Act of 2017’ Location: U.S.
Capitol, Washington, DC http://www.house.gov/
        2:00 PM House Natural Resources subcommittee legislative hearing – Federal Lands
Subcommittee legislative hearing on ‘H.R. 5597, Desert Tortoise Habitat Conservation Plan
Expansion Act, Washington County, Utah’, ‘H.R. 5751, Golden Spike 150th Anniversary Act’,
and ‘H.R. 5875, To amend the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act and the Dingell-
Johnson Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act, to provide parity for United States
territories and the District of Columbia, to make technical corrections to such Acts and
related laws, and for other purposes’, with testimony from National Park Service Deputy
Director P. Daniel Smith; bipartisan Reps. Rob Bishop, Chris Stewart, and Madeleine
Bordallo; Transcontinental Railroad 150th Celebration Commission Chairman Doug Foxley;
Washington County Commissioner Dean Cox; and Conserve Southwest Utah Board of
Directors member Paul Van Dam Location: Longworth House Office Building, Rm 1324,
Washington, DC http://naturalresources.house.gov https://twitter.com/NatResources
        2:00 PM House Oversight subcommittees latest joint hearing on challenges to freedom
of speech on college campuses – Healthcare, Benefits, and Administrative Rules
Subcommittee and Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee joint hearing on ‘Challenges to
the Freedom of Speech on College Campuses: Part II’ Location: Rayburn House Office
Building, Rm 2154, Washington, DC http://oversight.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/GOPoversight
        2:00 PM House Foreign Affairs subcommittee hearing on ‘geopolitics of U.S. oil and
gas competitiveness’ – Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and Trade Subcommittee hearing on
‘Geopolitics of U.S. Oil and Gas Competitiveness’, with testimony from Rice University Baker
Institute for Public Policy Center for Energy Studies Senior Director Dr Kenneth Medlock III;
Gas Technology Institute President and CEO David Carroll; Center for Strategic and
International Studies Energy and National Security Program Director Sarah Ladislaw; and
Brookings Institution Cross-Brookings Initiative on Energy and Climate Fellow Samantha
Gross Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2200, Washington, DC
http://www.hcfa.house.gov https://twitter.com/HFACrepublicans
        2:00 PM House Homeland Security subcommittee hearing on ‘Stopping the Daily
Border Caravan’ – Border and Maritime Security Subcommittee hearing on ‘Stopping the
Daily Border Caravan: Time to Build a Policy Wall’, with testimony from Customs and Border
Protection Acting Deputy Commissioner Ronald Vitiello; Immigration and Customs
Enforcement Acting Director Thomas Homan; and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
Director Lee Francis Cissna Location: U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, HVC-210, Washington, DC
homeland.house.gov https://twitter.com/HouseHomeland
        2:30 PM Joint Economic Committee hearing on ‘red tape’ – Hearing on ‘Breaking
through the Regulatory Barrier: What Red Tape Means for the Innovation Economy’, with
testimony from Kentucky Secretary of the Executive Cabinet Scott Brinkman; Information
Technology and Innovation Foundation Senior Fellow Dr Joseph Kennedy; Utah State
University Center for Growth and Opportunity Senior Director / George Mason University
Mercatus Center Senior Affiliated Scholar Christopher Koopman; and Small Business
Majority Board Member (and former Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Small
Business, Community Development, and Housing Policy) Jessica Milano Location: Longworth
House Office Building, Rm 1100, Washington, DC www.jec.senate.gov
https://twitter.com/JointEconCmte
        2:30 PM House Foreign Affairs subcommittee hearing on Lebanon and Iraq – Middle



East and North Africa Subcommittee hearing on ‘Lebanon and Iraq: After the Elections’, with
testimony from Hudson Institute Senior Fellow Dr Michael Doran; American Enterprise
Institute Senior Vice President for Foreign and Defense Policy Studies Danielle Pletka; and
Brookings Institution Center for Middle East Policy Senior Fellow Dr Tamara Cofman Wittes
Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2172, Washington, DC
http://www.hcfa.house.gov https://twitter.com/HFACrepublicans
        3:00 PM Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission hearing on AI – Tom Lantos Human
Rights Commission hearing on ‘Artificial Intelligence: The Consequences for Human Rights’,
with witnesses – 3rd Party consultant Samir Goswami, Center for a New American Security
Technology and National Security Program Director Paul Scharre, and American University
Professor of Law Kenneth Anderson – examining the potential harmful effects of AI, ways
that the misuse of AI can be – if not prevented – mitigated, and the positive potential of AI
Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2255, Washington, DC http://tlhrc.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/TLHRCommission
        3:00 PM House Rules Committee hearing – Hearing on ‘H.R. 5515, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019’ (amendment consideration) Location: U.S.
Capitol, H-313, Washington, DC http://www.rules.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/RulesReps
Other: 7:30 AM Security Through Innovation Summit – Security Through Innovation
Summit, featuring sessions and breakouts focused on the implications of the White House’s
2017 cybersecurity executive order, the emerging security needs of the Defense
Department and military services at home and abroad, the future of programs like FedRAMP
and CDM, and more Location: InterContinental The Willard Washington DC, 1401
Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest, Washington, DC fedscoop.com
https://twitter.com/fedscoop 
        8:00 AM U.S. Chamber of Commerce annual Global Supply Chain Summit – U.S.
Chamber of Commerce Annual Global Supply Chain Summit ‘Navigating the Future’,
bringing together industry leaders from the public and private sectors to discuss issues
influencing supply chains today and into the future * Held during National Infrastructure
Week. Speakers include U.S. Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Thomas Donohue
Location: U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 1615 H Street Northwest, Washington, DC
www.uschamber.com https://twitter.com/USChamber
        8:00 AM ACEP Leadership and Advocacy Conference continues – American College of
Emergency Physicians Leadership and Advocacy Conference continues, with day three
speakers include Republican Sen. Bill Cassidy and Democratic Rep. Kyrsten Sinema
(invited), before Congressional visits and Congressional reception with Members of
Congress Location: Grand Hyatt Washington, 1000 H St NW, Washington, DC www.acep.org
https://twitter.com/EmergencyDocs
        8:40 AM The Hill hosts forum on the opioid epidemic and youth awareness and
prevention – The Hill hosts ‘America’s Opioid Epidemic: Youth Awareness & Prevention’, with
lawmakers, educators, physicians and addiction experts discussing the crisis’ impact on the
nation’s schools and colleges, and the steps family members, physicians, schools and public
health officials can take to curb opioid addiction within the younger population. Speakers
include Democratic Sen. Sherrod Brown, Republican Sen. Shelley Moore Capito,
Pennsylvania Secretary of Health and Physician General Dr Rachel Levine, New Jersey
Department of Education Assistant Commissioner Carolyn Marano, Maryland Opioid
Operational Command Center Executive Director Clay Stamp, S.A.F.E. Project US Co-
Founder and Co-Chair Adm. James Winnefeld Jr., University of Pennsylvania Perelman
School of Medicine Department of Neurology Chair Frances Jensen, The Hill Editor-in-Chief
Bob Cusack and The Hill Healthcare Reporter Rachel Roubein Location: Newseum, 555
Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest, Washington, DC thehill.com https://twitter.com/TheHill
        9:00 AM Dem Sen. Ben Cardin speaks at Wilson Center on the ‘Rule of Law’ and U.S.
foreign policy – Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin speaks at Wilson Center special event on ‘Rule
of Law, A Linchpin of U.S. Foreign Policy’, in conversation with Wilson Center Director,
President, and CEO Jane Harman. Followed by panel discussion and report launch for
‘Frontier Justice: A New Approach for U.S. Rule of Law Assistance’, with report authors
George Mason University School of Policy and Government Adjunct Professor Robert Perito
and Albright Stoneridge Group Senior Advisor Donald Planty, and Wilson Center Asia



Program Deputy Director and Senior Associate for South Asia Michael Kugelman and Kennan
Institute Deputy Director William Pomeranz Location: Wilson Center, 1300 Pennsylvania
Avenue Northwest, Washington, DC http://www.wilsoncenter.org/
https://twitter.com/TheWilsonCenter
        9:00 AM Bipartisan Reps. Ted Lieu and Steve Russell speak at USIP on North Korea –
U.S. Institute of Peace Bipartisan Congressional Dialogue on ‘North Korea and the Fine Print
of a Deal: A View from Congress’, with Demcoratic Rep. Ted Lieu and Republican Rep. Steve
Russell speaking on the importance of the ongoing diplomatic effort, possible outcomes of
negotiations, and the role they hope Congress plays in the coming months * President
Donald Trump is scheduled to meet North Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Singapore 12 Jun
Location: U.S. Institute of Peace, 2301 Constitution Ave NW, Washington, DC www.usip.org
https://twitter.com/USIP #BipartisanUSIP
        9:00 AM Farm Foundation Forum on ‘Trade War or Rhetoric?’ – ‘A Conversation with
the Ambassadors: Trade War or Rhetoric?’ Farm Foundation Forum at the National Press
Club, with Office of the U.S. Trade Representative Chief Agriculture Negotiator Amb. Gregg
Doud, and former Chief Agriculture Negotiators Richard Crowder and Al Johnson Location:
National Press Club, 529 14th St NW, Washington, DC www.farmfoundation.org
https://twitter.com/farmfoundation
        10:00 AM Department of Transportation National Maritime Day ceremony –
Department of Transportation National Maritime Day ceremony, on National Maritime Day
Location: U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Ave SE, Washington, DC
http://www.dot.gov/index.cfm https://twitter.com/usdot
        12:00 PM POSTPONED: Donald Rumsfeld speaks at National Archives – POSTPONED:
National Archives presents special program and book signing with former Secretary of
Defense and White House Chief of Staff Donald Rumsfeld, on his memoir ‘When the Center
Held: Gerald Ford and the Rescue of the American Presidency’ Location: National Archives
Museum, Washington, DC http://www.archives.gov/ https://twitter.com/USNatArchives
        12:00 PM ‘The Iraqi Elections: Waiting for Sadr and Soleimani’ Hudson Institute
discussion – ‘The Iraqi Elections: Waiting for Sadr and Soleimani’ Hudson Institute
discussion, assessing the political coalitions taking shape in Iraq and weigh the potential
consequences of the election for Iraq, Iran, the U.S., and the region. Speakers include
Washington Institute Philip Solondz Distinguished Fellow Amb. James Jeffrey, Middle East
Institute IranObserved Project Fellow and Director Ahmad Khalid Majidyar, Hudson Institute
Senior Fellow Michael Pregent, and The Washington Institute Nathan and Esther K. Wagner
Fellow Bilal Wahab Location: Hudson Institute, 1201 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC
http://www.hudson.org https://twitter.com/HudsonInstitute
        2:00 PM Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich speaks at Heritage Foundation on
‘Trump’s America’ book – Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich speaks at the Heritage
Foundation on his new book, ‘Trump’s America: The Truth About Our Nation’s Great
Comeback’ Location: Heritage Foundation, 214 Massachusetts Ave NE, Washington, DC
www.heritage.org https://twitter.com/Heritage
        6:00 PM Women in Government Relations Annual Spring Reception – Women in
Government Relations Annual Spring Reception, bringing together Members of Congress,
Capitol Hill staff, and the govt relations and public affairs community to honor Congressional
leaders who embody the vision of WGR. Honorees include Republican Rep. Mimi Walters,
Democratic Rep. Jackie Speier, American Gas Association 2018 Distinguished Member Bree
Raum, Department of Education 2018 Public Sector Honoree Julie Warner, and Society for
Maternal-Fetal Medicine Outgoing President Katie Schubert Location: Hyatt Regency
Washington on Capitol Hill, 400 New Jersey Ave NW, Washington, DC
http://www.wgr.org/Spring_Reception https://twitter.com/WGRDC
        6:00 PM Alliance for Nuclear Accountability awards – 30th Anniversary DC Days
Reception: Alliance for Nuclear Accountability (ANA), representing communities downwind
and downstream from U.S. nuclear weapons sites, honors ‘leaders in the movement to stop
unnecessary nuclear weapons research and production, clean up radioactive wastes, and
address the needs of those contaminated by nuclear facilities’ – Democrats Sen. Ed Markey
and Rep. Barbara Lee, ANA network coordinator Susan Gordon, and Judith Johnsrud Unsung
Hero Award recipient Terry Lodge, plus the recipient of the Bill Mitchell Grassroots Activist



Award Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2168, Washington, DC
http://www.ananuclear.org/ https://twitter.com/ananuclear
        6:00 PM Dem Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand speaks at Women’s Leadership Works Kick-Off
Celebration – Women’s Leadership Works Kick-Off Celebration, with special guests including
Democratic Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, TIME magazine columnist Elise Jordan, Bustle
Contributing Editor Alicia Mendenz, Minnesota State Rep. Ilhan Omar, and Hillary Clinton
2016 Communications Director Jennifer Palmieri * Women’s Leadership Work is a
partnership of VoteRunLead and WeWork to advance gender equality and start
conversations around ‘the need for women to enter public service and take action in their
communities’ Location: WeWork, 80 M St SE, Washington, DC voterunlead.org
https://twitter.com/VoteRunLead #GameChanger
        6:30 PM Annual Congressional Soccer Match – U.S. Soccer Foundation’s 6th annual
Congressional Soccer Match, presented by Nike, featuring Members of Congress and ‘soccer
and sports legends’. Congressional players include Republicans Sen. Todd Young and Reps.
Don Bacon, Jack Bergman, Darin LaHood, Erik Paulsen, and David Valadao and Democratic
Reps. Kathy Castor, Ruben Kihuen, Rick Larsen, and Norma Torres, while other players
include former soccer internationals Jim Gabarra, Clarence Goodson IV, John Harkes, Cobi
Jones, Jaime Moreno, Ben Olsen, Santino Quaranta, Juergen Sommer, Saskia Webber, Cat
Whitehill, and Staci Wilson * Preceded by a ‘mini world cup tournament’ featuring members
from 16 embassies, and followed by a Staffer Tournament bringing together staffers from
Capitol Hill Location: Gonzaga College High School, 19 I Street Northwest, Washington, DC
http://www.ussoccer.com/ https://twitter.com/ussoccer
        ‘Taking Aim: A Closer Look at the Global Arms Trade’ Stimson Center forum – ‘Taking
Aim: A Closer Look at the Global Arms Trade’ Stimson Center forum, featuring Democratic
Sen. Chris Murphy, author Guy Lawson, and David Packouz Location: Stimson Center, 1211
Connecticut Ave NW, Washington, DC www.stimson.org https://twitter.com/StimsonCenter

Last Laughs

Late Night Political Humor.
Conan O’Brien: “Former President Obama and Mrs. Obama have just signed a multi-year
deal with Netflix. Meanwhile, President Trump has just signed a multi-year deal with
Melania.”

Jimmy Fallon: “The Trump Administration is trying to stop leaks by allowing fewer people
into White House meetings. The President loved the idea until he found out that he’s one of
the people no longer allowed in the meetings.”

Stephen Colbert: “Donald Trump is obsessed with his staff leaking information. You know
how I know that? His staff leaked that information to the New York Times.”

Stephen Colbert: “Trump is now determined to stop it at all costs. In fact, West Wing aides
are instructed to drop their personal phones into a small storage locker when they come to
work. Wait a second! They’re taking away the phones of everyone except Donald Trump? ...
How does that help? That’s like saying no one can bring knives to work, except you, O.J.”

Stephen Colbert: “Former Trump aides say the President thrives on a sense of dominance
and control of his environment, so much so that he has a longtime fear of having his food
contaminated. Yes, for good reason. Once he was eating what he thought was a safe meal,
and he found a vegetable in there.”

Jimmy Kimmel: President Trump “spent the weekend tweeting like a nut. Donald Trump
was so out of control with the tweets this weekend Michael Cohen had to pay him $130,000
to stop it.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “This might be the quadruple double down on what might be his most



paranoid delusion to date. He wrote, ‘I hereby demand and will do so officially tomorrow,
that the Department of Justice look into whether or not the FBI/DOJ infiltrated or surveilled
the Trump campaign for political purposes and if any such demands or requests were made
by people within the Obama Administration.’ I like that he threw in ‘hereby’ like it makes it
more official. ‘I hereby demand that John Kelly remove every marshmallow bit from this box
of Lucky Charms and hand-feed them to me individually.’”

Jimmy Kimmel: “You have to hand it to Donald Trump, he somehow managed to obstruct
justice while tweeting about how he hasn’t obstructed justice. That’s impressive. At this
point, we should appoint a special prosecutor to investigate Donald Trump’s imagination
because it has run completely wild.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “What if tomorrow the President announces that shape shifters have taken
over the Department of Justice and that Robert Mueller is a reptile in human form? Would
that be so different from what he’s doing now?”

Jimmy Kimmel: “I mean, if Trump said Robert Mueller’s a lizard who came here from space
to destroy America, based on how things have been going so far, I have to believe that
Sean Hannity and Lou Dobbs and those dummies on Fox & Friends would jump in and go,
‘Yes, Robert Mueller is an iguana.’”

Jimmy Kimmel: “In between fits of hysteria, the President welcomed Melania back home
after she had a kidney procedure. She was in the hospital. He wrote, ‘Great to have our
incredible first lady back home in the White House. Melanie is feeling and doing very well.’
He wrote ‘Melanie.’ He misspelled his own wife’s name. Although I will say, to be fair to him,
he’s had quite a few wives. It’s hard to keep track.”

James Corden: “Once again, Trump had a busy weekend on Twitter. After reports that
there may have been an FBI informant in the Trump campaign in 2016, on Sunday
President Trump tweeted, ‘I hereby demand that te Department of Justice look into whether
or not the FBI/DOJ infiltrated or surveilled the Trump campaign for political purposes.’ ...
Trump said he remembers during the campaign there was one guy who was always lurking
around, suspicious looking, trying to undermine the campaign, and his staff was like, ‘Sir,
that’s Eric, he’s your son.’”

James Corden: “In other White House news, Melania Trump has returned home from the
hospital after five days following a routine kidney procedure. We’re so glad she’s doing okay
and we wish her well. And President Trump welcomed Melania home by tweeting, ‘Great to
have our incredible First Lady back home in the White House. Melanie is feeling and doing
really well.’ Trump spelled his own wife’s name wrong. But this did actually lift Melania’s
spirits. For a minute there, she was like, ‘Wait, did he get remarried? Oh, my God, I’m
free!’”

James Corden: “The popular streaming service Netflix announced that they have signed a
multi-year production deal with Barack and Michelle Obama. ... With this television deal,
that makes three things Obama will have that Trump can never win – an Emmy, a Nobel
Peace Prize, and the popular vote.”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump tweeted yesterday, quote, ‘I hereby demand and will do so
officially tomorrow that the Department of Justice look into whether or not the FBI/DOJ
infiltrated or surveilled the Trump campaign for political purposes.’ Only Trump could open
with the words ‘I hereby demand’ and still be so lazy as to add, ‘But I’ll do it tomorrow.’”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump yesterday accused former President Obama and the FBI of
placing a mole inside his 2016 campaign when they knew full well that campaign was
supposed to be weasels only.”



Seth Meyers: “Rudy Giuliani said this weekend that special counsel Robert Mueller has
promised to finish his investigation into possible wrongdoing by President Trump by
September, possibly even August if Rudy Giuliani would just stop calling him.”

Seth Meyers: “During a speech at Yale this weekend, Hillary Clinton mocked President
Trump by putting on a traditional Russian hat and then Trump mocked Clinton by being the
President.”
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        10:00 AM Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Business Meeting
Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 366, Washington, DC www.energy.senate.gov
        10:00 AM Senate Appropriations subcommittee hearing on FY’19 NIH budget – Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies Subcommittee ‘Hearing to
Review the FY2019 Budget Request for the National Institutes of Health’, with testimony
from NIH Director Dr Francis Collins, National Cancer Institute Director Dr Norman
Sharpless, National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke Director Dr Walter
Koroshetz, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Dr Anthony Fauci,
National Institute on Aging Director Dr Richard Hodes, and National Institute on Drug Abuse
Director Dr Nora Volkow Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 124, Washington, DC
http://appropriations.senate.gov/ https://twitter.com/SenateApprops
        10:00 AM Senate Appropriations subcommittee hearing on FY’19 FCC and FTC budgets
– Financial Services and General Government Subcommittee ‘Hearing to Review the FY2019
Budget Request for the FCC and the FTC’, with testimony from Federal Communications
Commission Chairman Ajit Pai; and Federal Trade Commission Chairman Joseph Simons
Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 138, Washington, DC
http://appropriations.senate.gov/ https://twitter.com/SenateApprops
        10:00 AM Senate Judiciary Committee Executive Business Meeting – Executive
Business Meeting, with agenda including ‘S. 2645, Access to Increased Drug Disposal Act of
2018’, ‘S. 2535, Opioid Quota Reform Act’, ‘S. 2789, Substance Abuse Prevention Act’, ‘S.
207, Synthetic Abuse and Labeling of Toxic Substances Act of 2017’, ‘S. XXXXX, Using Data
to Prevent Opioid Diversion Act of 2018’, and ‘S. XXXXX, Preventing Drug Diversion Act of
2018’, and nominations of Andrew Oldham to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit, Alan
Albright to be U.S. District Judge for the Western District of Texas, Thomas Kleeh to be U.S.
District Judge for the Northern District of West Virginia, Peter Phipps to be U.S. District
Judge for the Western District of Pennsylvania, Michael Truncale to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Texas, Wendy Vitter to be U.S. District Judge for the Eastern District
of Louisiana, and Erica MacDonald to be U.S. Attorney for the District of Minnesota Location:
Rm 226, Dirksen Senate Office Bldg, Washington, DC http://judiciary.senate.gov/
        10:15 AM Senate Public Works Committee legislative hearing – Legislative hearing on
‘S.2800, America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018’, with testimony from Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works R.D. James Location: Rm 406, Dirksen Senate Office
Bldg, Washington, DC http://epw.senate.gov/public/
        11:30 AM Senate screening of new HBO documentary ‘John McCain: For Whom The
Bell Tolls’ – Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer, Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham, and Democratic Sen. Amy Klobuchar host
Capitol Hill reception to honor the service of Republican Sen. John McCain and a special
screening of HBO’s new documentary ‘John McCain: For Whom The Bell Tolls’. Other
attendees include HBO CEO Richard Plepler, Sen. McCain’s speechwriter Mark Salter, and
filmmakers Peter, George, and Teddy Kunhardt Location: U.S. Capitol Visitor Center,
Congressional Auditorium and Atrium, Washington, DC
        2:00 PM Closed Briefing: Intelligence Matters Location: Rm 219, Hart Senate Office
Bldg, Washington, DC http://intelligence.senate.gov
US House: 8:30 AM Florida Congressional delegation meeting on offshore drilling – Florida
Congressional Delegation Co-Chairs Democratic Rep. Alcee Hastings and Republican Rep.
Vern Buchanan hold delegation meeting on offshore drilling, with panelists including Visit
Florida President and CEO Ken Lawson, Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program Executive
Director Mark Alderson, Air Force Materiel Command 96th Test Wing Commander Brig. Gen.
Evan Dertien, and American Petroleum Institute Director of Upstream and Industry
Operations Erik Milito Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2203, Washington, DC
www.alceehastings.house.gov https://twitter.com/RepHastingsFL 
        9:00 AM House Intelligence Committee hearing on China’s worldwide military
expansion – Hearing on ‘China’s Worldwide Military Expansion’, with testimony from
American Enterprise Institute’s Dan Blumenthal; Capt. (Ret.) James Fanell; International
Assessment and Strategy Center’s Richard Fisher Jr.; and Council on Foreign Relations’
Patricia Kim Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2212, Washington, DC
http://intelligence.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseIntelComm



        10:00 AM House Education Committee hearing on how schools and states keep data
safe – Hearing on ‘Protecting Privacy, Promoting Data Security: Exploring How Schools and
States Keep Data Safe’, with testimony from Kentucky Office of Education Technology K-12
CIO and Associate Commissioner David Couch; Future of Privacy Forum Director of
Education Privacy and Policy Counsel Amelia Vance; former Assistant Secretary of Education
for Civil Rights Catherine Lhamon; and Bristol Tennessee City Schools Superintendent Dr
Gary Lilly Location: Rm 2175, Rayburn House Office Bldg, Washington, DC
http://edworkforce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/EdWorkforce
        10:00 AM House Ways and Means subcommittee hearing on the future of the Social
Security Number – Social Security Subcommittee hearing on ‘Securing Americans’
Identities: The Future of the Social Security Number’, with testimony from Social Security
Administration Acting Commissioner Nancy Berryhill; Government Accountability Office
Director of Education, Workforce, and Income Security Elizabeth Curda; Electronic Privacy
Information Center Consumer Privacy Counsel Samuel Lester; R Street Institute Senior
Fellow Paul Rosenzweig; McAfee Senior Vice President and CTO Steve Grobman; Better
Identity Coalition Coordinator Jeremy Grant; and Center for Strategic and International
Studies Technology Policy Program Senior Vice President James Lewis Location: Longworth
House Office Building, Rm 1100, Washington, DC http://waysandmeans.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/WaysandMeansGOP
        10:00 AM House Small Business subcommittee hearing on ‘inconsistencies in defense
subcontracting’ – Contracting and Workforce Subcommittee hearing on ‘Hotline Truths II:
Audit Reveals Inconsistencies in Defense Subcontracting’, with testimony from Department
of Defense Assistant Inspector General for Readiness and Global Operations Michael Roark;
Office of the Secretary of the Army Office of Small Business Programs Director Tommy
Marks; and Association of Procurement Technical Assistance Centers President Tiffany
Scroggs Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2360, Washington, DC
http://smallbusiness.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/SmallBizGOP
        10:00 AM House Veterans’ Affairs subcommittees joint hearing on VA research –
Health Subcommittee and Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee joint hearing on ‘VA
Research: Focusing on Funding, Findings, and Partnerships’, with testimony from National
Association of Veterans’ Research & Education Foundations Chair of the Board of Directors
Robin Rusconi; Baylor College of Medicine President, CEO, and Executive Dean Paul Klotman
(on behalf of Association of American Medical Colleges); and Veterans Health Administration
Executive in Charge Carolyn Clancy, and Chief Research and Development Officer Rachel
Ramoni + written statements from Coalition to Heal Invisible Wounds; Vietnam Veterans of
America; and Whistleblowers of America Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm 334,
Washington, DC http://veterans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseVetAffairs
        10:00 AM House Natural Resources subcommittee oversight hearing on ‘innovative
injurious species management’ – Water, Power, and Oceans Subcommittee oversight
hearing on ‘Federal Impediments to Commerce and Innovative Injurious Species
Management’, with testimony from Environmental Investigation Agency Executive Director
Alexander von Bismarck; Keo Fish Farm Vice President Mike Freeze; and North Texas
Municipal Water District Deputy Director of Operations and Maintenance Mike Rickman
Location: Longworth House Office Building, Rm 1324, Washington, DC
http://naturalresources.house.gov https://twitter.com/NatResources
        10:00 AM Joint Economic Committee hearing on Opportunity Zones – Hearing on ‘The
Promise of Opportunity Zones’, with testimony from Economic Innovation Group co-founder
and President John Lettieri; Enterprise Community Partners CEO Terri Ludwig; and Local
Initiatives Support Corporation President and CEO Maurice Jones Location: Hart Senate
Office Building, Rm 216, Washington, DC www.jec.senate.gov
https://twitter.com/JointEconCmte
        10:00 AM House Foreign Affairs Committee markup hearing – Markup hearing on ‘H.R.
1911, Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 2259, Sam
Farr Peace Corps Enhancement Act’, ‘H.R. 3030, Elie Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities
Prevention Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 4989, Protecting Diplomats from Surveillance Through
Consumer Devices Act’, ‘H.R. 5626, Intercountry Adoption Information Act of 2018’, ‘H.R.
5754, Cambodia Democracy Act’, and ‘H.R. XXXX, BURMA Act of 2018’ Location: Rayburn



House Office Building, Rm 2172, Washington, DC http://www.hcfa.house.gov
https://twitter.com/HFACrepublicans
        10:00 AM House Space Committee hearing on ‘America’s Human Presence in Low-
Earth Orbit’ – Hearing on ‘America’s Human Presence in Low-Earth Orbit’, with testimony
from NASA Associate Administrator for Human Exploration and Operations William
Gerstenmaier; Institute for Defense Analysis Science and Technology Policy Institute
research staff Dr Bhavya Lal; and Arizona State University Research Enterprise CEO Dr
Elizabeth Cantwell Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2318, Washington, DC
http://science.house.gov https://twitter.com/HouseScience
        10:00 AM Markup hearing on ‘FY 2019 Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations Bill’
Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2118, Washington, DC
http://appropriations.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseAppropsGOP
        10:00 AM House Homeland Security subcommittee hearing on TSA checkpoints –
Transportation and Protective Security Subcommittee hearing on ‘Assessing the TSA
Checkpoint: The PreCheck Program and Airport Wait Times’ Location: U.S. Capitol Visitor
Center, HVC-210, Washington, DC homeland.house.gov
https://twitter.com/HouseHomeland
        10:00 AM House Financial Services subcommittee hearing on Community Development
Block Grant-Disaster Recovery Program – Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee
hearing on ‘Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Relief Program – Stakeholder
Perspectives’, with testimony from Office of the Houston Mayor Chief Resilience Officer
Stephen Costello; Harris County, TX, Commissioner Rodney Ellis; Texas General Land Office
Deputy Director Heather Lagrone; Urban Institute Metropolitan Housing and Communities
Policy Center Senior Fellow Dr Carlos Martin; and Enterprise Community Partners Vice
President for Public Policy Marion Mollegen-McFadden Location: Rayburn House Office
Building, Rm 2128, Washington, DC http://financialservices.house.gov
https://twitter.com/FinancialCmte
        10:00 AM Bipartisan Reps. Brian Mast and Tulsi Gabbard hold press conference with
Burn Pits Accountability Act supporters – Bipartisan Reps. Brian Mast and Tulsi Gabbard and
the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America (IAVA) hold press conference with supporters
of ‘H.R. 5671, the Burn Pits Accountability Act’, including IAVA founder and CEO Paul
Rieckhoff, veterans, veteran service organizations (VSOs), and military service
organizations (MSOs) Location: House Triangle, Washington, DC https://mast.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/RepBrianMast
        10:00 AM House Commerce subcommittee markup hearing – Health Subcommittee
markup hearing on legislation including ‘H.R. 5590, Opioid Addiction Action Plan Act’, ‘H.R.
5603, Access to Telehealth Services for Opioid Use Disorder’, ‘H.R. 5605, Advancing High
Quality Treatment for Opioid Use Disorders in Medicare Act’, ‘H.R. 5798, Opioid Screening
and Chronic Pain Management Alternatives for Seniors Act’, ‘H.R. 5804, Post-Surgical
Injections as an Opioid Alternative Act’, ‘H.R. 3692, Addiction Treatment Access
Improvement Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 4684, Ensuring Access to Quality Sober Living Act of 2018’,
‘H.R. 5329, Poison Center Network Enhancement Act of 2018’, ‘H.R. 5580, STOP Fentanyl
Deaths Act of 2018’, ‘H.R. 5587, Peer Support Communities of Recovery Act’, ‘H.R. 5797
IMD CARE Act’, ‘H.R. 5799, Medicaid DRUG Improvement Act’, ‘H.R. 5800, Medicaid IMD
ADDITIONAL INFO Act’, ‘H.R. 5801, Medicaid PARTNERSHIP Act’, and ‘H.R. 5715,
Strengthening Partnerships to Prevent Opioid Abuse Act’ Location: Rayburn House Office
Building, Rm 2123, Washington, DC http://energycommerce.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce
        10:30 AM Hearing on ‘A Sustainable Solution to the Evolving Opioid Crisis: Revitalizing
the Office of National Drug Control Policy’ Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm
2154, Washington, DC http://oversight.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/GOPoversight
        11:00 AM Markup hearing on ‘H.R. 2561, POLICE Act of 2017’ Location: Rayburn
House Office Building, Rm 2141, Washington, DC http://judiciary.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/HouseJudiciary
        12:00 PM Honduran human rights leader on Capitol Hill – Honduran human rights
leader Rev. Melo Moreno, Democratic Rep. Hank Johnson Jr., and SHARE Foundation
Executive Director Jose Artiga at prayer vigil and media event on Capitol Hill, with Moreno



and five other Honduran religious leaders and human rights defenders having arrived in
Washington following a 10-city U.S. tour to raise awareness in faith communities about the
human rights crisis in Honduras Location: House Triangle, Washington, DC
        12:00 PM House expected to continue debate on Farm Bill – House of Representatives
meets for legislative business, with agenda expected to include continued consideration of
‘H.R. 2 – Agriculture and Nutrition Act of 2018’ Location: U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC
http://www.house.gov/
        1:00 PM House Foreign Affairs subcommittee hearing on global health supply chain
management – Africa, Global Health, Global Human Rights, and International Organizations
Subcommittee hearing on ‘Global Health Supply Chain Management: Lessons Learned and
Ways Forward’, with testimony from USAID Senior Deputy Assistant Administrator for Global
Health Irene Koek; and U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator and U.S. Special Representative for
Global Health Diplomacy Deborah Birx Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2172,
Washington, DC http://www.hcfa.house.gov https://twitter.com/HFACrepublicans
        2:00 PM House Financial Services subcommittee hearing on homelessness – Housing
and Insurance Subcommittee hearing on ‘An Overview of Homelessness in America’, with
testimony from Star House Executive Director Ann Bischoff; The Salvation Army Polk,
Burnett, and St. Croix Counties Social Service Director Duana Bremer; National Alliance To
End Homelessness President Nan Roman; and Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority
Executive Director Peter Lynn Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2128,
Washington, DC http://financialservices.house.gov https://twitter.com/FinancialCmte
        2:00 PM House Natural Resources subcommittee legislative hearing – Federal Lands
Subcommittee legislative hearing on ‘H.R. 2365, Desert Community Lands Act’, ‘H.R. 3777,
Juab County Conveyance Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 4824, Rural Broadband Permitting Efficiency
Act of 2018’, and ‘H.R. 5023, Civil War Defenses of Washington National Historical Park Act’,
with testimony from Bureau of Land Management Acting Associate Director for Energy,
Minerals, and Realty Management Timothy Spisak; bipartisan Reps. Paul Cook, Mia Love,
John Curtis, and Eleanor Holmes Norton; Apple Valley Assistant Town Manager Lori Lamson;
Juab County Commissioner Byron Woodland; Natural Resources Defense Council Senior
Attorney Sharon Buccino; and NTCA – The Rural Broadband Association CEO Shirley
Bloomfield Location: Longworth House Office Building, Rm 1324, Washington, DC
http://naturalresources.house.gov https://twitter.com/NatResources
        2:00 PM House Veterans’ Affairs subcommittee hearing on VA’s Vocational
Rehabilitation and Employment program – Economic Opportunity Subcommittee hearing on
‘A Review of VA’s Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Program’, with testimony from
Veterans Benefits Administration Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Service Director
Jack Kammerer; Department of Veterans Affairs Office of Information and Technology
Deputy CIO and Account Manager for Benefits Lloyd Thrower; Paralyzed Veterans of
America Acting Associate Executive Director of Government Relations Heather Ansley;
Student Veterans of America Legal and Policy Fellow Cassandra Vangellow; and Disabled
American Veterans Assistant National Legislative Director Shane Liermann + written
statements from The American Legion; and Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States
Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm 334, Washington, DC
http://veterans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseVetAffairs
        2:00 PM House Dem leadership host discussion on ‘civil rights under attack during the
Trump Administration’ – House Democratic leadership host briefing and panel discussion on
‘civil rights under attack during the Trump Administration’ – on the anniversary of the
‘Brown v. Board of Education’ U.S. Supreme Court decision – examining current
enforcement of the Civil Rights Act in U.S. schools and announcing the introduction of a new
resolution to affirm support for disparate impact analysis as an enforcement tool of Title VI
under the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Participants include House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi,
Minority Whip Steny Hoyer, Committee on Education and the Workforce Ranking Member
Bobby Scott, Committee on the Judiciary Ranking Member Jerrold Nadler, Congressional
Asian Pacific American Caucus Chair Democratic Rep. Judy Chu, and Congressional Black
Caucus Chair Democratic Rep. Cedric Richmond, plus panelists Government Accountability
Office representatives, UCLA Civil Rights Project’s Dan Losen, NAACP Legal Defense and
Education Fund’s Todd Cox, and Solutions Not Suspensions Minnesota’s Khulia Pringle



Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2247, Washington, DC democrats-
edworkforce.house.gov https://twitter.com/edworkforcedems
        2:30 PM House Dems at ‘50 Years After the Kerner Report’ forum – House Democratic
Whip Task Force on Poverty, Income Inequality, and Opportunity and Congressional Black
Caucus hold forum on ‘50 Years After the Kerner Report’, focusing on strategies to address
poverty, racial injustice, and economic inequalities that endure 50 years after the release of
the Kerner Commission Report, and touching on a new book highlighting ‘the persistent
issues plaguing the African-American community’. Participants include House Minority Whip
Steny Hoyer, Task Force Chair Barbara Lee, and Congressional Black Caucus Chairman
Cedric Richmond, former Sen. Fred Harris, Prosperity Now Racial Wealth Divide Senior
Fellow Dedrick Asante-Muhammad, and Witnesses to Hunger member Tianna Gaines-Turner
Location: U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, HVC-215, Washington, DC www.democraticwhip.gov/
https://twitter.com/WhipHoyer
Other: 8:00 AM BakerHostetler annual legislative seminar, with remarks from GOP Rep.
Paul Ryan – BakerHostetler 29th Annual Legislative and U.S. Government Policy Seminar,
with speakers including House Speaker Paul Ryan and Minority Whip Steny Hoyer,
Democrats Sen. Joe Donnelly and Reps. Adam Schiff, Anna Eshoo, Jim Clyburn, and Frank
Pallone, and Republicans Sen. Roy Blunt and Reps. Cathy McMorris Rodgers and Greg
Walden Location: Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill, 400 New Jersey Ave NW,
Washington, DC www.bakerlaw.com https://twitter.com/BakerHostetler #BHLegSem18 
        9:00 AM Women in the Military Wreath Laying Ceremony – Annual Women in the
Military Wreath Laying Ceremony, to honor the nation’s servicewomen and women veterans
for their ‘courage and achievements’, with attendees including Congressional Caucus for
Women’s Issues Co-Chairs Reps. Susan Brooks and Lois Frankel and Vice Chairs Reps. Mimi
Walters and Brenda Lawrence, along with additional Members of Congress. This year’s
Women in Military Service honorees are Master Sgt. Christal Rheams, Master Sgt. Meghann
Viggiani, Chief Petty Officer Kristina Koch, Chief Master Sgt. Lisa Arnold, and Chief Petty
Officer Brynn Simonetti Location: Arlington National Cemetery, Women In Military Service
For America Memorial, Arlington, VA www.womenspolicy.org/caucus
        9:30 AM Business Roundtable conversation on the cost of inaction on U.S.
infrastructure – Business Roundtable hosts ‘The Cost of Inaction: A Conversation on U.S.
Infrastructure’, on ‘the need for infrastructure renewal and the mounting economic
consequences of inaction’, with JPMorgan Chase & Co. Chairman and CEO Jamie Dimon,
Democratic Sen. Tom Carper, Bechtel Chairman and CEO Brendan Bechtel, and AFL-CIO
Transportation Trades Department President Larry Willis, moderated by NBC ‘Meet the
Press’ Host Chuck Todd Location: 300 New Jersey Ave NW, Washington, DC
http://www.businessroundtable.org/ https://twitter.com/BizRoundtable
        9:30 AM IMF regular press briefing with Communications Department Director Gerry
Rice Location: International Monetary Fund, 700 19th St NW, Washington, DC
http://www.imf.org https://twitter.com/IMFNews
        9:30 AM ‘Trans-Caspian East-West Trade and Transit Corridor’ CACI forum on Capitol
Hill – ‘Trans-Caspian East-West Trade and Transit Corridor’ Central Asia-Caucasus Institute
forum on Capitol Hill, on ‘emerging geopolitical importance of the burgeoning energy and
transportation network, as well as U.S. commercial interests arising from it’. Speakers
include Afghan President’s Chief Advisor Dr Mohammad Humayon Qayoumi, Azerbaijani
Deputy Transport and Communication Minister Elmir Valizade, Georgian Deputy Economy
and Sustainable Development Minister Genadi Arveladze, Turkish Deputy Economy Minister
Fatih Metin, and a Kazakh deputy investment minister, with other attendees including
Members of Congress, Congressional Staff, and delegates from the Trans-Caspian countries
Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2167, Washington, DC www.cacianalyst.org
        9:30 AM Prescription medication cost and availability reform proposal released at NPC
news conference – ‘Healing an ailing pharmaceutical system: Prescription for reform for the
U.S. and Canada’ reform proposal released by physicians at NPC news conference,
identifying ‘seven key problems with the current system of development, approval, pricing
and marketing of medications’. Speakers include Democratic Rep. Keith Ellison,
Pharmaceutical Reform Working Group Co-Chair Adam Gaffney, Public Citizen Health
Research Group Founder and Senior Advisor Sidney Wolfe, City University of New York



Hunter College Distinguished Professor of Public Health Steffie Woolhandler, Harvard
Medical School Department of Social Medicine Senior Lecturer Marcia Angell, National
Nurses United Political Director Ken Zinn, and Social Security Works Executive Director Alex
Lawson Location: National Press Club, 529 14th Street NW, Washington, DC www.pnhp.org
        11:00 AM LGBTQ leader Mark Segal donates papers and objects to the National
Museum of American History – Publisher, activist, journalist, civil rights pioneer, and
national LGBTQ leader Mark Segal donates papers and objects from his personal collection,
documenting his almost-50-year career in LGBTQ activism, to the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of American History. Donation includes approximately 16 cubic feet of journals,
flyers, posters, letters, materials, and artifacts (including the first state-issued Gay Pride
Proclamation from 1975). Other ceremony participants include Democratic Sen. Bob Casey,
Comcast Corporation Senior Executive Vice President and Chief Diversity Officer David
Cohen, and Museum curator Katherine Ott and Assistant Director for Curatorial Affairs
Catherine Eagleton Location: Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History,
Washington, DC http://americanhistory.si.edu https://twitter.com/amhistorymuseum
        1:00 PM NPC luncheon with SBA Administrator McMahon – NPC Headliners Luncheon
with Small Business Administration Administrator Linda McMahon, on ‘The state of America’s
small businesses’ Location: National Press Club, 529 14th St NW, Washington, DC
http://press.org/ https://twitter.com/PressClubDC #NPCLive
        1:30 PM Federal Commission on School Safety, featuring four Cabinet members,
meets – Federal Commission on School Safety, chaired by Secretary of Education Betsy
DeVos and featuring Secretary of Homeland Security Kirstjen Nielsen, Attorney General Jeff
Sessions, and Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar, holds meeting *
Commission was created by President Donald Trump and charged with ‘quickly providing
meaningful and actionable recommendations to keep students safe at school’ Location:
Department of Education, Washington, DC http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml
https://twitter.com/usedgov
        6:30 PM Events DC Embassy Chef Challenge 2018 – 10th anniversary Events DC
Embassy Chef Challenge 2018 presented by TCMA, celebrating culinary diplomacy featuring
more than 30 embassies presenting signature dishes and drinks to compete for the Judge’s
Choice and People’s Choice awards * Participating embassies include Bangladesh, Barbados,
Belgium, Bolivia, Cameroon, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cote D’Ivoire, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Haiti, Honduras, Iraq, Jamaica, Kenya, Liechtenstein, Mauritius,
Moldova, Morocco, Nepal, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Slovak Republic, and Sri Lanka
Location: Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave
NW, Washington, DC www.eventsdcembassychefchallenge.com
https://twitter.com/TheEventsDC #10thECC

Last Laughs

Late Night Political Humor.
Jimmy Fallon: “Today, over 2,000 pages of testimony were released about the 2016
meeting between Donald Trump Jr. and a Russian lawyer. The President heard it and was
like, ‘You lost me at 2,000 pages. And lost me again at Don Jr.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “In the document, Don Jr. admits he can’t remember if he discussed the
Russia investigation with his dad. Meanwhile, his dad admits he can’t remember which one
is Eric and which one is Don Jr.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Kim Jong-un might cancel his meeting with Trump where they were
supposed to discuss North Korea’s nuclear weapons. Trump was like, ‘How could someone
just pull out of a nuclear agreement?’ And Iran was like, ‘I know, it’s crazy, right?’”

Stephen Colbert: “Tomorrow is the one-year anniversary of the Mueller investigation. ... Of
course, the first anniversary is typically the paper anniversary, and with any luck, that is
what Mueller is going to be serving Donald Trump with.”









Can your office identify in our agency's budgets whom and how much we are putting towards
buffalo/bison management or programs?  Including grants and agreements.  Please include the
InterTribal Buffalo Council.

Thanks.  

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.
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Subject: Weekly Report to the Secretary
Attachments: Weekly Report to the Secretary May13-19.docx

All,

Attached is the weekly report to the Secretary in both Word and Google Doc formats. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Matthew Dermody
Special Assistant  
Office of the Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240
202-513-7778

 Weekly Report to the Secretary May13-19.docx
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[UPDATE] On or around June 29, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final listing 
determination for the meltwater lednian stonefly and the western glacier stonefly, located in 
Montana and Wyoming. Interested stakeholders include WildEarth Guardians, Xerces Society, 
Center for Biological Diversity and the states of Montana and Wyoming. The State of Wyoming 
has expressed opposition to the listing. Planned outreach will include a regional news release, 
web updates, and congressional/stakeholder notifications. (Updated 05/09/2018) 
  
[UPDATE] This summer, FWS in partnership with Arizona Game and Fish Department will 
propose expanding the black-footed ferret 10(j) designation to include all current and historical 
ferret habitat in Arizona. The 1996 Arizona 10(j) area was limited to the Aubrey Valley 
Experimental Population Area (AVEPA); successful reintroductions and subsequent population 
expansions has resulted in ferrets venturing outside of the AVEPA (as fully protected status). 
FWS consultation with affected tribes has been initiated. FWS will coordinate with AGFD to 
best approach and inform Arizona grassland residents and industry (livestock) groups. 
Communication planning will be conducted. (Updated 05/09/2018) 
  
National Park Service 
 
On or after May 28, the Tule Lake Unit of the WWII Valor in the Pacific National Monument 
will open a 30-day public comment period on the Tule Lake Jail Restoration Project 
Environmental Assessment. The proposed action would fully restore the exterior of the building, 
remove the freestanding shed and chain-link fence, restore or rehabilitate the jail interior, and 
would also improve accessibility to and within the building.  (05/02/2018) 
 
On May 29, Golden Gate National Recreation Area is expected to release a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) for a competitive business opportunity to establish a waterfront community 
center at the Fort Baker Historic Boat Shop and Marina as an affordable recreational and 
gathering place. The purpose of the RFQ is to identify both private- and public-sector entities 
interested in operating the facility, which is currently operated by the U.S. Air Force as a military 
recreation facility open to the public. The NPS is seeking a long-term lease that will enable an 
offeror to make necessary investments in historic rehabilitation of deteriorating facilities, and the 
provision of public services and programs at the site. The park has kept the USAF informed 
throughout the lead up to this announcement, and they have express interest in participating in 
the RFQ process. (Updated 04/25/18). 
 
On or after May 29, the NPS will release the Tule Lake Unit of World War II Valor in the 
Pacific National Monument General Management Plan and Environmental Assessment Finding 
of No Significant Impact (FONSI) to the public. The FWS co-manages two of three parcels that 
comprise the Tule Lake Unit, and the FWS has concurred with issuing the FONSI. The selected 
action outlines the long-term management and development for the unit established in May 2008 
by President Bush. (04/25/2018) 
 
[UPDATE] The May 30 kickoff event of the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission at 
Independence National Historical Park has been postponed.  It may be rescheduled for early 
October.  (Updated 05/09/2018) 
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By May 30, USDA APHIS will complete data analysis that will inform a schedule for bison 
transfer to the Assiniboine and Sioux tribes of Ft. Peck, Montana.  On April 5, Yellowstone 
National Park and the Deputy Administrator of USDA APHIS discussed several key issues 
related to the park’s proposed bison quarantine program.  This was follow-up to a February 2018 
meeting, convened and facilitated by the Secretary of the Interior, between DOI, NPS, USDA 
APHIS, Ft. Peck tribal leadership, and the State of Montana.  Substantive progress was 
confirmed on several issues including the structure and signators for agreements on quarantine 
facility operations, the future transfer of brucellosis-free bison to the Ft. Peck reservation, and 
USDA APHIS certification of the park bison quarantine facility.  Yellowstone bison 
management and quarantine receive national public interest and media coverage.  (Updated 
04/18/18) 
 
[UPDATE] On May 31, the open period to submit offers will close on a prospectus for multiple 
concession contracts for charter vessel services in Glacier Bay National Park (GLBA). While the 
park previously authorized charter vessel services under both concession contracts and 
Commercial Use Authorizations (CUA), it seeks to manage this service under a single and 
unified authorization tool to increase consistency and fairness among operators. Beginning in 
2019, GLBA will cease offering charter vessel or sportfishing CUAs in the national park area 
and will solely authorize these services under concession contracts. As regulations dictate a 
vessel quota on specific marine areas of GLBA during the prime season, the new contracts 
implement a vessel use day cap of 552 days in Glacier Bay from June 1 through August 31. In 
this prospectus, the park also intends to issue a cap on vessel use days for Outer Park Waters, 
which is based on the highest level of activity in the last decade plus 10% for future growth. 
GLBA has not predetermined an exact number of contracts to award. Rather, each offeror will 
indicate its desired level of vessel use days and contracts will be awarded until the full allocation 
is met.  On February 26, GLBA issued the prospectus; while the prospectus is expected to 
produce sizable public interest, the plan in not considered to be controversial. (Updated 
5/9/2018) 
 
On or before June 1, the Missouri Department of Agriculture will issue its findings relative to the 
improper use of herbicides by a private contractor to the NPS on NPS lands at Ulysses S. Grant 
National Historic Site.  The over application occurred in the Summer and Fall of 2016 and its 
effect became evident in the Spring of 2017.  Some 170 trees show signs of mortality and stress.  
The contractor has been cooperative to date and has indicated willingness to make restitution for 
damages.  The NPS is working to evaluate the best approach to restore resources. (Updated 
05/02/2018) 
 
[NEW] By June 1, 2018, Denali National Park and Preserve will publish the Denali Long Range 
Transportation Plan. The plan evaluates the current conditions of transportation, considers 
possible future scenarios, and presents future desired conditions and possible funding strategies. 
It is a document that presents the park's vision for the next 20 years as it evaluates multiple 
aspects of the its transportation system ranging from bus transit to airstrips and trail connectivity, 
with particular attention given to the Denali Park Road. (5/9/2018) 
 
Between June 1-15, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (pending Departmental approval of 
NOA) expects to issue a Record of Decision for the Vista Grande Drainage Basin Improvement 





































Network TV At A Glance: 
Hawaii Volcano Eruption – 8 minutes, 15 seconds 
Trump Attorney-Media Blitz – 4 minutes, 25 seconds 
Iran Nuclear Deal – 4 minutes, 15 seconds 

Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 
ABC: New York AG Resignation; WV Midterm Primaries; Trump Attorney-Media Blitz. 
CBS: New York AG Resignation; Iran Nuclear Deal; Hawaii Volcano Eruption; WV Midterm
Primaries. 
FOX: New York AG Resignation; Iran Nuclear Deal; CIA Nomination Confirmation. 
NPR: New York AG Resignation; Bill Cosby Trial; Hawaii Volcano Eruption; NRA New
President. 

Washington Schedule

Today’s Events In Washington.
White House: 
PRESIDENT TRUMP — Meets with Republican Members of the Senate; has lunch with Vice
President Mike Pence and the Secretary of Homeland Security; gives remarks on the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action; speaks at Federal Judges Association reception. 
VICE PRESIDENT PENCE — Has lunch with the President and Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo. 
US Senate: 10:00 AM Senate Armed Services CLOSED briefing – Meets to receive a closed
briefing on the Niger investigation and report. Location: SVC-217, The Capitol http://armed-
services.senate.gov/ 
        10:00 AM Senate Energy Committee hearing on Puerto Rico’s electric grid – Hearing
‘To Examine Puerto Rico’s Electric Grid’, with testimony from Assistant Secretary of Energy
for Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability Bruce Walker; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Director of Contingency Operations and Homeland Security Charles Alexander Jr.; Puerto
Rico Government Development Bank President and Fiscal Agency & Financial Advisory
Authority Chairman of the Board Christian Sobrino-Vega; Puerto Rico Electric Power
Authority CEO Walter Higgins; Comision de Energia de Puerto Rico Comisionado Asociado-
Presidente Interino Jose Roman Morales; and Puerto Rico Manufacturers Association
President Rodrigo Masses Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 366, Washington,
DC http://energy.senate.gov/public/
        10:00 AM Senate Aging Committee hearing on insulin – Hearing on ‘Insulin Access and
Affordability: The Rising Cost of Treatment’, with testimony from American Diabetes
Association Chief Scientific, Medical, and Mission Officer William Cefalu; Paul Grant, whose
son has Type 1 diabetes; retiree Lois Ondik; and Johns Hopkins University’s Dr Jeremy
Greene Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 562, Washington, DC
http://aging.senate.gov/
        10:00 AM Senate Transportation subcommittee hearing on safe integration of
unmanned aircraft systems into the airspace – Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security
Subcommittee hearing on ‘Keeping Pace with Innovation – Update on the Safe Integration
of Unmanned Aircraft Systems into the Airspace’, with testimony from Federal Aviation
Administration Office of Unmanned Aircraft Systems Director Earl Lawrence; Association for
Unmanned Vehicle Systems International President and CEO Brian Wynne; Helicopter
Association International President and CEO Matthew Zuccaro; and BNSF Railway Company
Director of Technology Services Todd Graetz Location: Russell Senate Office Building, Rm
253, Washington, DC http://commerce.senate.gov https://twitter.com/SenateCommerce
        12:00 PM Jewish Heritage Month Capitol Hill celebration – Jewish Heritage Month
Capitol Hill celebration, ‘Tribute to American Jewry’, with Democrats Sens. Richard
Blumenthal, Sherrod Brown, Maria Cantwell, Ben Cardin, and Chris Van Hollen and Reps.
Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Joseph Kennedy, and Brad Schneider, and Republican Rep.
John Faso Location: Russell Senate Office Building, Rm 325, Washington, DC



http://www.jewishamericanheritagemonth.us
        2:00 PM Helsinki Commission briefing on the Ukraine. – The Commission on Security
and Cooperation in Europe/Helsinki Commission meets to receive a briefing on ending the
war in Ukraine. Location: 106 Dirksen Senate Office Building http://www.csce.gov
        2:00 PM Helsinki Commission hosts briefing on ending the war in Ukraine – ‘Ending
the War in Ukraine’ Helsinki Commission briefing, featuring U.S. Special Representative for
Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volcker, who explores the way ahead for U.S. and international
policy on Ukraine in the wake of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s re-election Location:
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 2016, Washington, DC http://www.csce.gov
https://twitter.com/HelsinkiComm
        2:30 PM DHS Secretary Nielsen testifies Senate Appropriations subcommittee hearing
on FY’19 budget – Homeland Security Subcommittee ‘Hearing to review the Fiscal Year 2019
funding request and budget justification for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’,
with testimony from Secretary of Homeland Security Kirstjen Nielsen Location: Dirksen
Senate Office Building, Rm 192, Washington, DC http://appropriations.senate.gov/
https://twitter.com/SenateApprops
        2:30 PM Senate Appropriations subcommittee hearing on FY’19 LOC and AOC budgets
– Legislative Branch Subcommittee ‘Hearing to review the Fiscal Year 2019 funding request
and budget justification for the Library of Congress and the Architect of the Capitol’, with
testimony from Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden and Architect of the Capitol Stephen
Ayers Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 124, Washington, DC
http://appropriations.senate.gov/ https://twitter.com/SenateApprops
        2:30 PM Closed Briefing: Intelligence Matters Location: Rm 219, Hart Senate Office
Bldg, Washington, DC http://intelligence.senate.gov
        4:00 PM Bipartisan, bicameral lawmakers hold panel discussion on apprenticeships and
the skills gap – Democrats Sen. Chris Coons and Rep. Donald Norcross and Republicans
Sen. Jerry Moran and Rep. David McKinley hold panel discussion and reception on
addressing the skills gap in America through apprenticeships, with experts from PBS show
‘This Old House’, including Host Kevin O’Connor, carpenter Norm Abram, plumbing and
heating expert Richard Trethewey, general contractor Tom Silva, landscape contractor
Roger Cook and Generation Next’s Nathan Gilbert. Democratic Sen. Sherrod Brown also
speaks Location: Hart Senate Office Building, Rm 902, Washington, DC coons.senate.gov
https://twitter.com/SenCoonsOffice
US House: 9:00 AM Congressional Black Caucus Twitter town hall on ‘Community Policing
and Police Accountability’ – Congressional Black Caucus Twitter hosts ‘CBCDemandsJustice –
A Twitter Town Hall on Community Policing and Police Accountability’, with Caucus Chairman
Democratic Rep. Cedric Richmond and members using Twitter’s video-reply technology to
respond to questions and comments from constituents, celebrities, activists, and advocates
Location: TBD https://cbc.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/OfficialCBC #CBCDemandsJustice 
        10:00 AM Hearing on ‘Challenges and Solutions in the Opioid Abuse Crisis’ Location:
Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2141, Washington, DC http://judiciary.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/HouseJudiciary
        10:00 AM House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing on Iran – Hearing on ‘Confronting
the Iranian Challenge’, with testimony from former Assistant Secretary of State for Political
Military Affairs Lincoln Bloomfield Jr.; former Assistant Secretary of State for Arms Control
and Assistant Secretary for International Security and Nonproliferation Stephen Rademaker;
and former Rep. Jane Harman Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2172,
Washington, DC http://www.hcfa.house.gov https://twitter.com/HFACrepublicans
        10:00 AM House Workforce subcommittee hearing on implications of the opioid
epidemic – Workforce Protections Subcommittee hearing on ‘The Opioid Epidemic:
Implications for the Federal Employees’ Compensation Act’, with testimony from Inspector
General Scott Dahl; CompPharma President Joe Paduda; Congressional Research Service
Acting Section Research Manager Scott Szymendera; and Workers Compensation Research
Institute Executive Vice President and Counsel Ramona Tanabe Location: Rm 2175, Rayburn
House Office Bldg, Washington, DC http://edworkforce.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/EdWorkforce
        10:00 AM House Ways and Means subcommittee hearing on the Medicare Advantage



Program – Health Subcommittee hearing on ‘The Current Status of and Quality in the
Medicare Advantage Program’, with testimony from University of Miami Business School
Health Sector Management & Policy Associate Professor Karoline Mortensen; Clover Health
Chief Technology Officer Andrew Toy; Independence Blue Cross Senior Markets Senior Vice
President Daphne Klausner, and Georgetown University Health Policy Institute’s Jack
Hoadley Location: Longworth House Office Building, Rm 1100, Washington, DC
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/WaysandMeansGOP
        10:00 AM House Commerce subcommittee on the opioid epidemic – Oversight and
Investigations Subcommittee hearing on ‘Combating the Opioid Epidemic: Examining
Concerns About Distribution and Diversion’, with testimony from Cardinal Health Executive
Chairman of the Board George Barrett; AmerisourceBergen Corporation Chairman,
President, and CEO Steven Collis; McKesson Corporation Chairman, President, and CEO
John Hammergren; Miami-Luken Chairman of the Board Dr Joseph Mastandrea; and former
H.D. Smith Wholesale Drug Company President and CEO J. Christopher Smith Location:
Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2123, Washington, DC
http://energycommerce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce
        10:00 AM House Veterans Affairs Committee Business Meeting, markup hearing –
Business Meeting, to assign new member to subcommittees * Immediately followed by
markup hearing on ‘H.R. 299, the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2017’; ‘H.R.
1972, the VA Billing Accountability Act’; ‘H.R. 2147, the VA Treatment Court Improvement
Act of 2017’; ‘H.R. 3642, the Military SAVE Act’; ‘H.R. 3832, the Veterans Opioid Abuse
Prevention Act’; ‘H.R. 4245, the Veterans’ Electronic Health Record Modernization Oversight
Act of 2017’; ‘H.R. 4334, the Improving Oversight of Women Veterans’ Care Act of 2017’;
‘H.R. 4451, as amended, the Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration Programs Reauthorization
Act of 2017’; ‘H.R. 4635, to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to increase the number
of peer-to-peer counselors providing counseling for women veterans, and for other
purposes’; ‘H.R. 4830, as amended, the Servicemembers Improved Transition through
Reforms for Ensuring Progress Act’; ‘H.R. 4958, the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living
Adjustment Act of 2018’; and other bills Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm 334,
Washington, DC http://veterans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseVetAffairs
        10:00 AM House Appropriations Committee markup hearing – Markup hearing on ‘FY
2019 Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations Bill’ and ‘FY 2019 Defense
Appropriations Bill’ Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2359, Washington, DC
http://appropriations.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseAppropsGOP
        10:00 AM House Transportation subcommittee hearing on use of new maritime
technologies – Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee hearing on ‘Blue
Technologies: Use of New Maritime Technologies to Improve Efficiency and Mission
Performance’, with testimony from U.S. Coast Guard Assistant Commandant for Acquisition
& Chief Acquisition Officer Rear Adm. Michael Haycock; Coastal Observing Research and
Development Center Scripps Institution of Oceanography Eric Terrill; The Maritime Alliance
President Michael Jones; International Ocean Science and Technology Industry Association
Member Chris Coyle; Autonomous Surface Vehicles LLC CEO Thomas Chance; Oregon State
University, College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences’ Tuba Ozkan-Haller; and
Consortium for Ocean Leadership President Rear Adm. (Ret.) Jonathan White Location:
Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2167, Washington, DC http://transportation.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/Transport
        10:00 AM House Technology subcommittees joint hearing on blockchain tech, supply
chains, and combating counterfeiting – Research and Technology Subcommittee and
Oversight Subcommittee joint hearing on ‘Leveraging Blockchain Technology to Improve
Supply Chain Management and Combat Counterfeit Goods’, with testimony from
Department of Homeland Security Science and Technology Directorate Cyber Security
Division Director Dr Douglas Maughan; Nuby Law IPR counsel Bob Chiaviello; Maersk Head
of Global Trade Digitization Michael White; and UPS Vice President for Global Customs
Brokerage Staff Chris Rubio Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2318,
Washington, DC http://science.house.gov https://twitter.com/HouseScience
        10:15 AM House Energy subcommittee on policy implications of electric and
conventional vehicles – Environment Subcommittee hearing on ‘Sharing the Road: Policy



Implications of Electric and Conventional Vehicles in the Years Ahead’, with testimony from
Automobile Club of Southern California Automotive Engineering Manager Megan McKernan
(on behalf of AAA); Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers President and CEO Mitch Bainwol;
Electric Drive Transportation Association President Genevieve Cullen; Renewable Fuels
Association President and CEO Bob Dinneen; Pacific Gas and Electric Company President
and CEO Geisha Williams; American Petroleum Institute Downstream and Industry
Operations Group Director Frank Macchiarola; Union of Concerned Scientists Clean Vehicles
Program Senior Engineer David Reichmuth; and Global Partners LP Senior Vice President
Dylan Remley (on behalf of the National Association of Convenience Stores and Society of
Gasoline Marketers of America) Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2322,
Washington, DC http://energycommerce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce
        10:15 AM House Natural Resources Committee markup hearing – Markup hearing on
‘H.R. 221, Hydrographic Services Improvement Amendments Act’, ‘H.R. 1791, Mountains to
Sound Greenway National Heritage Act’, ‘H.R. 2591, Modernizing the Pittman-Robertson
Fund for Tomorrow’s Needs Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 3535, Ruffey Rancheria Restoration Act of
2017’, ‘H.R. 4032, Gila River Indian Community Federal Rights-of-Way, Easements and
Boundary Clarification Act’, ‘H.R. 4506, Jobs for Tribes Act’, ‘H.R. 4689, To authorize early
repayment of obligations to the Bureau of Reclamation within the Northport Irrigation
District in the State of Nebraska’, ‘H.R. 5317, To repeal section 2141 of the Revised
Statutes to remove the prohibition on certain alcohol manufacturing on Indian lands’, ‘H.R.
5655, Camp Nelson Heritage National Monument Act’ Location: Longworth House Office
Building, Rm 1324, Washington, DC http://naturalresources.house.gov
https://twitter.com/NatResources
        11:00 AM House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer regular pen-and-pad briefing Location: H-
144, U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC www.democraticwhip.gov/
https://twitter.com/WhipHoyer
        11:00 AM House Small Business subcommittee hearing on travel and tourism –
Economic Growth, Tax, and Capital Acces Subcommittee hearing on ‘Travel and Tourism: A
Small Business Angle’, with testimony from Virginia Tourism Corporation President and CEO
Rita McClenny; Travel Tech President Steve Shur; NEMO Equipment founder and CEO Cam
Brensinger (on behalf of Outdoor Industry Association); and Wealth Protection Strategies
President and CEO Jagruti Panwala (on behalf of Asian American Hotel Owner’s Association)
Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2360, Washington, DC
http://smallbusiness.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/SmallBizGOP
        12:00 PM Jewish Heritage Month Capitol Hill celebration – Jewish Heritage Month
Capitol Hill celebration, ‘Tribute to American Jewry’, with Democrats Sens. Richard
Blumenthal, Sherrod Brown, Maria Cantwell, Ben Cardin, and Chris Van Hollen and Reps.
Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Joseph Kennedy, and Brad Schneider, and Republican Rep.
John Faso Location: Russell Senate Office Building, Rm 325, Washington, DC
http://www.jewishamericanheritagemonth.us
        12:00 PM House meets for legislative business – House of Representatives meets for
legislative business, with agenda including consideration of ‘H.R. 3170 – Small Business
Development Center Cyber Training Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 4668 – Small Business Advanced
Cybersecurity Enhancements Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 4754 – Change Order Transparency for
Federal Contractors Act’, ‘H.R. 1700 – SCORE for Small Business Act of 2018’, ‘H.R. 1680 –
Women’s Business Centers Improvements Act of 2018’, ‘H.R. 1702 – Small Business
Development Centers Improvement Act of 2018’, ‘H.R. 4111 – Spurring Business in
Communities Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 5236 – Main Street Employee Ownership Act of 2018’, and
‘H.R. 4743 – Small Business 7(a) Lending Oversight Reform Act of 2018’ Location: U.S.
Capitol, Washington, DC http://www.house.gov/
        1:00 PM Health Subcommittee hearing on improving substance use disorder treatment
– Health Subcommittee hearing on ‘Improving the Coordination and Quality of Substance
Use Disorder Treatment’, with testimony from Democratic Rep. Earl Blumenauer; Santa
Clara University Public Health Program Dean’s Executive Professor Dr H. Westley Clark;
Greensfelder, Hemker, and Gale, P.C., Officer Gerald DeLoss; Hazelden Betty Ford
Foundation Public Affairs and Advocacy Manager Jeremiah Gardner; National Alliance on
Mental Illness of Ohio Director of Policy Dustin McKee; and Faces and Voices of Recovery



Executive Director Patty Metcalf Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2123,
Washington, DC http://energycommerce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce
        1:00 PM Hearing on ‘Progress Report on the 2020 Census’ Location: Rayburn House
Office Building, Rm 2154, Washington, DC http://oversight.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/GOPoversight
        2:00 PM Helsinki Commission hosts briefing on ending the war in Ukraine – ‘Ending
the War in Ukraine’ Helsinki Commission briefing, featuring U.S. Special Representative for
Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volcker, who explores the way ahead for U.S. and international
policy on Ukraine in the wake of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s re-election Location:
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 2016, Washington, DC http://www.csce.gov
https://twitter.com/HelsinkiComm
        2:00 PM House Veterans’ Affairs subcommittee hearing on VA logistics modernization
– Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee hearing on ‘VA Logistics Modernization:
Examining the RTLS and Catamaran Projects’, with testimony from Assistant Deputy Under
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Health for Administrative Operations Tammy Czarnecki,
accompanied by Department of Veterans Affairs Office of Information and Technology
Deputy Chief Information Officer and Account Manager for Health Alan Constantian; and
Department of Veterans Affairs Deputy Assistant Inspector General for Audits and
Evaluations Nicholas Dahl, accompanied by Department of Veterans Affairs Office of
Inspector General Information Technology and Security Audits Division Director Michael
Bowman Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm 334, Washington, DC
http://veterans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseVetAffairs
        2:30 PM ADF International policy briefing on ‘The Global Crisis in Religious Freedom’ –
‘The Global Crisis in Religious Freedom’ Alliance Defending Freedom International policy
briefing, on how to ‘counter the steady rise of religious persecution of Christians and other
minorities around the world’, with Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom
Sam Brownback, Republican Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, EU Special Envoy Jan Figel, Legal
Consultant to ADF International in India Balakrishnan Baskaran, and ADF Legal Counsel
Kellie Fiedorek Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm, 340, Washington, DC
www.adfmedia.org
        3:00 PM House Rules Committee hearing – Hearing on ‘H.R. 3053 – Nuclear Waste
Policy Amendments Act of 2018’ Location: U.S. Capitol, H-313, Washington, DC
http://www.rules.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/RulesReps
        4:00 PM Bipartisan, bicameral lawmakers hold panel discussion on apprenticeships and
the skills gap – Democrats Sen. Chris Coons and Rep. Donald Norcross and Republicans
Sen. Jerry Moran and Rep. David McKinley hold panel discussion and reception on
addressing the skills gap in America through apprenticeships, with experts from PBS show
‘This Old House’, including Host Kevin O’Connor, carpenter Norm Abram, plumbing and
heating expert Richard Trethewey, general contractor Tom Silva, landscape contractor
Roger Cook and Generation Next’s Nathan Gilbert. Democratic Sen. Sherrod Brown also
speaks Location: Hart Senate Office Building, Rm 902, Washington, DC coons.senate.gov
https://twitter.com/SenCoonsOffice
Other: 8:00 AM Dem Rep. Nancy Pelosi speaks at POLITICO Playbook interview – POLITICO
Playbook interview with House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi speaking with Playbook Co-
authors Anna Palmer and Jake Sherman on the Democratic congressional agenda, along
with policy, politics and news of the day Location: The Liaison Capitol Hill, 415 New Jersey
Ave NW, Washington, DC www.politico.com https://twitter.com/POLITICOEvents 
        8:00 AM Anti-Defamation League Leadership Summit concludes – Anti-Defamation
League Washington DC Leadership Summit (aka Shana Amy Glass National Leadership
Summit). Final day speakers include Democratic Rep. Joe Kennedy III, Republican Rep.
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, NAACP CEO Derrick Johnson, rDialogue CEO and founder Phil Rubin,
92nd Street Y President and CEO Henry Timms, and ADL CEO and National Director
Jonathan Greenblatt Location: Grand Hyatt Washington, 1000 H Street Northwest,
Washington, DC http://www.adl.org/ https://twitter.com/ADL_National
        8:00 AM Annual Humans to Mars Summit – Annual Humans to Mars (H2M) Summit,
with Explore Mars bringing together experts and space enthusiasts to discuss the possibility
of putting the first humans on Mars and how to achieve this goal. Day one speakers include



Republican Sen. Ted Cruz, Democratic Rep. Ed Perlmutter, Google Vice President and Chief
Internet Evangelist Vint Cerf, and Astronaut Takuya Onishi Location: George Washington
University, Washington, DC http://exploremars.org/ https://twitter.com/exploremars
#HumansToMars
        9:00 AM Joe Biden speaks on the middle class at Brookings – ‘The future of the middle
class’ Brookings Institution Future of the Middle Class Initiative and Biden Foundation
forum, featuring remarks from former Vice President Joe Biden Location: The Brookings
Institution, 1775 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC http://www.brookings.edu
https://twitter.com/BrookingsInst #FutureMiddleClass
        9:00 AM Former FBI Director James Comey speaks at The Washington Post – Former
FBI Director James Comey speaks at The Washington Post, in conversation with
Investigative Reporter Carol Leonnig, discussing his tenure as head of the FBI, his handling
of the Hillary Clinton email investigation, his relationship with President Donald Trump, his
firing a year ago tomorrow, the investigation into Russian meddling in the 2016 election, the
probe by Special Counsel Robert Mueller, and the legal challenges facing the Trump
presidency * Comey’s book, ‘A Higher Loyalty: Truth, Lies, and Leadership’, was released 17
Apr Location: The Washington Post, 1301 K St NW, Washington, DC
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ https://twitter.com/washingtonpost #PostLive
        9:30 AM DNC Rules and Bylaws Committee meeting – Democratic National Committee
Rules and Bylaws Committee meeting, to review the Unity Reform Commission report and
address other party business * At a full DNC meeting in March, members voted to accept
the Rules and Bylaws Committee report that calls for reducing the influence of unpledged
delegates, aka ‘superdelegates’, in the presidential nominating process, expanding the use
of primaries, taking steps to protect the right to vote, making caucuses more accessible,
increasing transparency in the party and increasing grassroots participation Location: Omni
Shoreham Hotel, 2500 Calvert St NW, Washington, DC http://www.democrats.org/
https://twitter.com/TheDemocrats
        10:00 AM ‘Making America First in the Digital Economy’ Atlantic Council discussion –
‘Making America First in the Digital Economy: The Case for Engaging Europe’ Atlantic
Council discussion, with keynote speaker European Union Ambassador to the U.S. Amb.
David O’Sullivan. Other speakers include National Economic Council Special Assistant to the
President for Technology, Telecommunications, and Cybersecurity Policy Abigail Slater,
Information Technology Industry Council President and CEO Dean Garfield, and Atlantic
Council Future Europe Initiative Distinguished Fellow Dr Frances Burwell Location: Baker
McKenzie, 815 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington, DC http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/
https://twitter.com/AtlanticCouncil
        11:00 AM Annual Washington Conference on the Americas – 2018 Washington
Conference on the Americas (aka Council of the Americas 48th annual conference).
Speakers include U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Amb. Nikki Haley, Secretary of
Commerce Wilbur Ross, Secretary of Energy Rick Perry, Republican Sen. Ben Sasse, Under
Secretary of the Treasury for International Affairs David Malpass, Under Secretary of
Agriculture for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Ted McKinney, World Bank Group
International Finance Corporation CEO Philippe Le Houerou, and Financial Times columnist
Edward Luce Location: State Department, Washington, DC http://www.as-coa.org/
https://twitter.com/ASCOA #2018WCA
        12:00 PM GOP Reps. Tom McClintock and Ralph Norman speaks at Heritage
Foundation on farm subsidies – ‘The Case for Reforming Farm Subsidies’ Heritage
Foundation discussion with Republican Reps. Tom McClintock and Ralph Norman speaking
on ‘why farm subsidy reform is important’ and ‘how key reform ideas could help move
Congress in the right director’ Location: Heritage Foundation, 214 Massachusetts Ave NE,
Washington, DC www.heritage.org https://twitter.com/Heritage
        1:00 PM Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget conference call with
Congressional Budget Office Director Dr Keith Hall Location: TBD crfb.org
https://twitter.com/BudgetHawks
        2:00 PM GOP Rep. Doug Collins keynotes U.S. Chamber event on ‘Innovation and IP’ –
‘Innovation and IP: Building a Strong Foundation’ U.S. Chamber of Commerce Global
Innovation Policy Center IP policy program, hosted in partnership with the Center for



Intellectual Property, on the meaning of innovation policy, its importance to U.S.
competitiveness and economic growth, and relevant trends in the innovation policy space.
Includes keynote from Republican Rep. Doug Collins Location: U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
1615 H Street Northwest, Washington, DC www.uschamber.com
https://twitter.com/USChamber
        V-E Day Ceremony at the World War II Memorial – V-E Day Ceremony at the World
War II Memorial, hosted by Friends of the National WWII Memorial and the National Park
Service to mark the anniversary of the Allied Forces victory in Europe Location: World War
II Memorial, 1750 Independence Ave SW, Washington, DC www.wwiimemorialfriends.org
https://twitter.com/WWIIMemorial

Last Laughs

Late Night Political Humor.
Trevor Noah: “[Rudy] Giuliani says he’s new and he doesn’t know the facts, but then he
also says, for a fact, Trump didn’t break any laws. You can’t do that. It’s like a detective
walking into a crime scene and immediately saying, ‘I don’t know what happened here, but
I’m going to say he’s innocent.’”

Conan O’Brien: “According to a new article on Melania Trump that just came out, most
evenings Melania does not have dinner with President Trump. Yeah. Melania said,
‘Occasionally, I’ll join him during his third breakfast.’”

Conan O’Brien: “[Rudy Giuliani] was on TV this weekend and he said President Trump may
take the Fifth. Yeah, it’s unclear if Giuliani is referring to amendments or wives. No one is
quite sure.”

Conan O’Brien: “Today, Sarah Huckabee Sanders says she is unaware of hush-money
payments made by President Trump to other women. Yeah. Then Sanders opened an
envelope full of cash and said, ‘I’m sorry, I can’t talk anymore.’”

Jordan Klepper: “Today, Melania Trump announced her new First Lady platform – departing
from her old platform of clenched silence.”

Jordan Klepper: “It’s called ‘Be Best’ and it is encourages kids to be positive online. It is a
great title. ‘Be Best.’ Finally, childhood happiness is a competition. Kid, do you want to be
best in positivity? Easy, go find someone who is more positive and tweet that they are ugly
in all caps. The worst that happens is that you end up becoming President.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “Did you hear about that old very scary volcano that erupted over the
weekend? Well, his name is Rudy Giuliani.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “So with Rudy running amok on TV, the President is busy making this
country great again. Trump will reportedly be hosting not just one, but two summits at the
White House to discuss race relations in America. According to pastor Darryl Scott, one of
the summits will be with athletes. The other will be with musicians. It’s ‘famous people
only.’ No exceptions. The possible guest list includes Kanye West, Mike Tyson, Colin
Kaepernick, Evander Holyfield, and Jim Brown. That isn’t a race summit. That’s season 45 of
‘Dancin’ With The Stars.’”

Jimmy Kimmel: “But at this summit, they’re planning to cover a host of topics, including
their plan to revitalize poor urban neighborhoods, a plan that is led by Jared Kushner. And
who better to lead that than Jared? They say he’s ready to meet a black person and he’s
learning how to high-five.”

Jimmy Kimmel: First Lady Melania Trump “unveiled her official platform at the White House
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All,

Attached is this week's report to the Secretary in both Word and Google Doc formats. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, 

Matthew Dermody
Special Assistant  
Office of the Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240
202-513-7778
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WEEKLY REPORT 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
MAY 6-12, 2018 
 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY 
  
Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Hearings, and Travel 
 
Deputy Secretary David Bernhardt will be on official travel from May 8-11 in Sacramento, CA.  
 
Assistant Deputy Secretary Todd Willens will be in the office all week. 
 
Immediate Announcements and Actions (within the next 14 days) 
  
No updates to report.  
  
15-60 Day Look-Ahead 
  
No updates to report. 
  
Awareness 
 
No updates to report.  
  
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
 
Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Congressional Hearings, and Travel 
  
Nothing to report. 
 
Week Ahead Announcements and Actions 
  
NEW CASES: 
  
Nothing significant to report. 
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15-60 Day Look-Ahead  
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
 [UPDATE]  Between May 20-25, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a proposed rule 
and open a 30-day public comment period on the 2018-19 Refuge-Specific Hunting and Sport 
Fishing Regulations. The proposed rule would open up to 30 various national wildlife refuges to 
hunting and/or sport fishing for the first time and expand hunting and fishing opportunities at 
others. Outreach is planned to include a national news release when the Federal Register notice 
is published and notifications to members of Congress in affected districts, with some 
stakeholder outreach. (Updated 05/02/2018) 
 
On or around May 31, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a proposal to delist the 
Colorado butterfly plant due to recovery. This species is located in Colorado, Nebraska, and 
Wyoming. This action is not expected to be opposed. Outreach plans include a national news 
release, and an if-asked FAQs. Key stakeholders include private landowners, F.E. Warren Air 
Force Base, the City of Fort Collins, Colorado, and the BLM. (Updated 04/11/2018) 
 
On or around May 31, FWS and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) plan to send to the 
Federal Register a proposal to revise the regulations pertaining to interagency cooperation 
pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (50 CFR 402) and the procedures for listing 
of species and designation of critical habitat pursuant to section 4 of the Act (50 CFR 424). FWS 
will also propose to end the use of the 'blanket' 4(d) rule for newly listed threatened species (50 
CFR 17) to recognize the difference between endangered and threatened species and align with 
NMFS’ current practice. Planned outreach includes a national news release, emails and phone 
calls to congressional offices and stakeholders. The rules are currently undergoing interagency 
review though OMB-OIRA. (04/25/2018) 
 
[UPDATE] In late May, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final determination on the 
proposal to reclassify Kuenzler hedgehog cactus, a plant species endemic to New Mexico, from 
endangered to threatened. This reclassification is not expected to be controversial. Primary 
stakeholders include the Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest Service. Planned outreach 
includes a regional news release, emails to stakeholders, social media, and web postings. 
(Updated 05/02/18) 
  

 

 
 



21 

By May 30, USDA APHIS will complete data analysis that will inform a schedule for bison 
transfer to the Assiniboine and Sioux tribes of Ft. Peck, Montana.  On April 5, Yellowstone 
National Park and the Deputy Administrator of USDA APHIS discussed several key issues 
related to the park’s proposed bison quarantine program.  This was follow-up to a February 2018 
meeting, convened and facilitated by the Secretary of the Interior, between DOI, NPS, USDA 
APHIS, Ft. Peck tribal leadership, and the State of Montana.  Substantive progress was 
confirmed on several issues including the structure and signators for agreements on quarantine 
facility operations, the future transfer of brucellosis-free bison to the Ft. Peck reservation, and 
USDA APHIS certification of the park bison quarantine facility.  Yellowstone bison 
management and quarantine receive national public interest and media coverage.  (Updated 
04/18/18) 
 
By May 31, the NPS intends to award multiple concession contracts for mountaineering guide 
services at Denali National Park and Preserve. Applicant submissions have been scored and 
rated. The selection process is currently in the matching phase where, one by one, prospective 
concessioners with ANILCA preferences have an opportunity to match the best offer. New 
contracts will have a term of 10 years, beginning January 1, 2019.  (Updated 03/27/18). 
 
[UPDATE] On or before June 1, the Missouri Department of Agriculture will issue its findings 
relative to the improper use of herbicides by a private contractor to the NPS on NPS lands at 
Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site.  The over application occurred in the Summer and Fall 
of 2016 and its effect became evident in the Spring of 2017.  Some 170 trees show signs of 
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mortality and stress.  The contractor has been cooperative to date and has indicated willingness 
to make restitution for damages.  The NPS is working to evaluate the best approach to restore 
resources. (Updated 05/02/2018) 
 
Between June 1-15, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (pending Departmental approval of 
NOA) expects to issue a Record of Decision for the Vista Grande Drainage Basin Improvement 
Project Environmental Impact Report /Environmental Impact Statement prepared in cooperation 
with the City of Daly City, California. This project would allow Daly City to take project actions 
at Fort Funston to address storm-related flooding in the Vista Grande Drainage Basin. PEPC link 
(04/04/18). 
 
On June 2, construction crews will begin temporary stabilization repairs on Arlington Memorial 
Bridge. The project start was delayed to accommodate the Rolling Thunder special event over 
Memorial Day weekend. This repair work is designed to keep the bridge open to traffic during its 
full rehabilitation (beginning in fall 2018). Work crews will repair bridge deck supports in the 
drawbridge span and the road deck in the westbound roadway. This work will require 
intermittent single lane closures on the bridge beginning after Memorial Day weekend. (Updated 
04/11/18). 
 
On June 14, the U.S. Mint will release the America the Beautiful Quarters Program coin 
honoring Voyageurs National Park. A ceremony will be held in International Falls, Minnesota. 
(04/04/18). 
 
On June 15, Yosemite National Park’s Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias will reopen to the 
public, following a 3-year $40 million project funded through the NPS and Yosemite 
Conservancy matching funds. A new parking lot and welcome center has been constructed at the 
South Entrance, a shuttle bus will take visitors to the big trees, a handicap accessible boardwalk 
has been constructed, trails have been improved, and new restrooms have been installed. The 
dedication ceremony to mark the completion of the project is slated for June 14. 
https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/mariposagrove.htm (03/07/18) 
 
[NEW] (Close Hold) On June 18, San Antonio Missions National Historical Park will host King 
Felipe VI and Queen Letizia of Spain for a tour of Mission San Jose. The City of San Antonio 
Office of International Relations is coordinating the park tour as part of a three-day visit by the 
royal family to commemorate the Tri-centennial of the founding of San Antonio, Texas, as a 
Spanish mission in 1718.  A public announcement about the visit will be made at a later date. 
Park employees involved in the planning effort have signed a modified confidentiality agreement 
(reviewed by our solicitor) with the City of San Antonio to coordinate planning efforts and keep 
the visit confidential. (05/02/2018) 
 
[NEW] On June 26, the Acadia National Park Draft Transportation Plan and EIS public 
comment period will close.  The comment period is open concurrently with the published EPA 
Notice of Availability. Public comment will be received through the PEPC website, standard 
mail, and during Open House events. Press interest in this public comment period is expected to 
be very high. The communication plan has been shared with NPS Comms.  (05/02/2018) 
 





• Texas Observer: Unpublished Federal Report Projects Bleak Future For Texas Mussels, Rivers.
• Great Falls (MT) Tribune: Fire Sparks New Grassland Growth At Benton Lake Refuge.
• Nisqually Valley (WA) News: Independent Biologists Look To Speed Up Gopher Screening.
• KARE-TV Minneapolis: Minnesota Requests BP Oil Spill Money To Help Loons Recover.
• Nisqually Valley (WA) News: Service Seeks Public Comment On Proposed Wind Facility.
• El Defensor Chieftain (NM): Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge Seeks Public Comment On Hunt
Plan.
• San Jose (CA) Mercury News: California Man Pleads Guilty To Smuggling Asian Arowana, The
Most Expensive Aquarium Fish In The World.

National Park Service
• WSET-TV Lynchburg (VA): Warner, Kaine Secure $2.1 Million Grant For 2 Battlefields, Including
Appomattox.
• Flathead (MT) Beacon: New Hiring Policy Threatens Seasonal Employees At National Parks.
• Yellowstone Insider: Officials Ponder How To Handle High Visitation To Yellowstone.
• Bangor (ME) Daily News: Traditional Sweetgrass Harvest May Return To Acadia National Park.
• Santa Fe New Mexican: Park Service, Forest To Increase Fire Restrictions.

Insular And International Affairs
• Judge Denies Motion For Summary Judgment In Landowner’s Lawsuit Against Government, CUC.

US Geological Survey
• Associated Press: Hawaii Volcano Erupts; County Issues Evacuation Orders.
• Additional Reading.

Opinion Pieces
• Address National Parks Maintenance Backlog Now.
• Want To Save The Environment? Support Offshore Drilling.
• BLM Should Trim Horse Herds.
• Additional Reading.

Top National News
• Wall Street Journal: Trump: Daniels Payment Involved No Campaign Funds.
• Washington Post: Giuliani Says Mueller Probe “Dead,” Calls On Sessions To Bring It To An End.
• ABC: Trump, Giuliani Hint At Imminent Release Of US Prisoners From North Korea.
• Bloomberg News: White House Scales Back Plans To Recoup Already-Approved Federal Spending.

Editorial Wrap-Up
• New York Times.
   - “What Keeps American Troops In the Yemen War?”
   - “When The Republicans Are Honest About Their Policies.”
   - “Should The European Sanction Illegally.”
• Washington Post.
   - “A Defense Of The Rule Of Law.”
   - “How Would We Answer Today?”
   - “What’s Wrong With The FAA Bill.”
• Wall Street Journal.
   - “The Nafta Ultimatum Strategy.”
   - “Governments Steal Emergency Money.”
   - “The Stormy Daniels Damage.”

Big Picture
• Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.

Washington Schedule







































CBS: Trump Attorney-Adult Film Star; FBI Cohen Wiretap; FBI Cohen Wiretap-Expert
Comment; Nashville Shopping Mall Shooting; Georgia-Military Plane Crash; McCain Memoir-
Trump Comment; Charlie Rose-Sexual Allegations; Eye Cancer Connection; California Serial
Killer Investigation; Connecticut Standoff Explosion; House Chaplain Reinstated;
Programming Note; Thrill Seekers. 
NBC: Trump Attorney-Adult Film Star; House Chaplain Reinstated; Severe Weather;
Georgia-Military Plane Crash; NFL Cheerleaders Scandal; Charlie Rose-Sexual Allegations;
Bill Cosby Trial; Twitter Password Warning; North Korea-US Prisoners; Fallen US Soldier
Body Returned; NASA Event Racial Attacks; Ground Beef Recall; Small Plane Crash; Car
Stuck Mid-Air; Auto Mechanic Education. 

Network TV At A Glance: 
Trump Attorney-Adult Film Star – 9 minutes, 10 seconds 
Charlie Rose-Sexual Allegations – 5 minutes, 15 seconds 
Georgia-Military Plane Crash – 4 minutes, 30 seconds 
House Chaplain Reinstated – 2 minutes, 50 seconds 

Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 
ABC: Trump Attorney-Adult Film Star; Russia Probe-Trump; North Korea-US Prisoners. 
CBS: Trump Attorney-Adult Film Star; Missouri Governor Scandal; VW Diesel Gate-
Indictment; Charlie Rose-Sexual Allegations. 
FOX: FBI Cohen Wiretap; Trump Attorney-Adult Film Star; Missouri Governor Scandal. 
NPR: Trump Attorney-Adult Film Star; House Chaplain Reinstated; Hawaii Volcano; US-
China Trade Relations. 

Washington Schedule

Today’s Events In Washington.
White House: 
PRESIDENT TRUMP — Addresses NRA Annual Meetings – National Rifle Association Annual
Meetings and Exhibits. 
VICE PRESIDENT PENCE — Addresses NRA Institute for Legislative Action – National Rifle
Association Institute for Legislative Action Leadership Forum. 
US Senate: On recess until 7 May. 
US House: 12:30 PM HASC background briefing – House Armed Services Committee
Majority Staff will host a background briefing on the Chairman’s Mark and give press an
opportunity to learn more about the provisions in the bill before the markup. The
background briefing is off-camera and open to media with congressional credentials only.
RSVP to nick.mikula@mail.house.gov. Location: 2216 Rayburn House Office Building 
        On recess until 7 May.
Other: 9:15 AM 2018 Atlantic Council-East Asia Foundation Strategic Dialogue – 2018
Atlantic Council-East Asia Foundation Strategic Dialogue, titled ‘Scaling the Summits: The
Future of a Denuclearized Korean Peninsula’, with policymakers and U.S. experts sharing
their views on the inter-Korean dialogue and what it might signify for the U.S.-North Korea
summit just on the horizon. Speakers include Democratic Sen. Ed Markey, South Korean
President’s Special Adviser for Unification, Foreign, and National Security Affairs Dr Moon
Chung-in, South Korean lawmakers Park Beom-kye and Kim Jong-dae, Atlantic Council
Scowcroft Center for Strategy and Security Director Barry Pavel, and CSIS International
Security Program Senior Adviser and Project on Nuclear Issues Director Rebecca Hersman
Location: Atlantic Council, 1030 15th St NW, Washington, DC
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/ https://twitter.com/ACScowcroft #ACAsia 
        American Foreign Service Association Memorial Plaque Ceremony – American Foreign
Service Association annual Memorial Plaque Ceremony, paying tribute to those who have
lost their lives while serving overseas in the Foreign Service in the line of duty, or under
heroic or other inspirational circumstances. Deputy Secretary of State John Sullivan and
outgoing Under Secretary for Political Affairs Thomas Shannon deliver remarks Location:



State Department, Washington, DC http://www.afsa.org/ https://twitter.com/afsatweets

Last Laughs

Late Night Political Humor.
Jimmy Kimmel: “We have a new bombshell in the Stormy Daniels hush investigation thanks
to former New York Mayor and current Donald Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani. This is really
something. You remember how last month, a reporter on Air Force One asked Trump if he
knew about the $130,000 payment his lawyer, Michael Cohen, made to Stormy Daniels to
keep her quiet about the affair they didn’t have, and he said he didn’t know about it? Well,
now he did know about it.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “And remember how Michael Cohen said he used his own money to make
that payment, was never reimbursed by Donald Trump? Well, now he was reimbursed by
Donald Trump.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “Rudy Giuliani took to the warm confines of Fox News last night to
contradict just about every claim his client has made on this subject.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “The President repaid Michael Cohen for the hush money he didn’t know
anything about. Which almost makes you think maybe he did know something about it. And
he funneled it, which doesn’t sound suspicious. That’s how I pay my porn stars too, through
a funnel.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “If I bothered the President every time I made a six-figure payment to a
porn star, he wouldn’t be able to watch Fox News 11 hours a day.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “By the end of the week, Rudy Giuliani is going to implicate Trump in the
Lincoln assassination.”

Stephen Colbert: “What he’s trying to ship here is the idea that Cohen gets $35,000 a
month for Trump and out of that he deducts all the hush money he pays. All the porn stars
you want to silence for one low monthly fee. Cohen calls the service Netchix.”

Stephen Colbert: “Trump is claiming that he paid Cohen a monthly fee to hush up all the
affairs he wasn’t having. So anyone can just say they had an affair with Trump and leave
with $130-grand? In that case, I had sex with Donald Trump.”

Stephen Colbert: “Sir, firing the guy because he won’t announce you’re not the target of the
investigation is illegal. That’s Obstruction of Justice 101, which I believe was a class they
offered at Trump University.”

James Corden: “Last night on Fox News, President Trump’s new legal adviser, Rudy
Giuliani, admitted that Trump repaid his personal lawyer for the hush money he paid to
Daniels, even though Trump has repeatedly claimed to know nothing about it. Now, forget
all the lying. The most shocking part of this story is that Donald Trump actually repaid
someone.”

James Corden: “If you remember, when Giuliani joined the legal team, he said that he’ll
wrap up this case in two weeks. Now, I didn’t realize he meant ‘I’m going to go on TV and
prove that Trump was guilty.’”

James Corden: “Here’s how bad it is: This morning, Trump gave Giuliani $130,000 to shut
the hell up.”

James Corden: “Giuliani said Trump ‘knew the general arrangement,’ but not the ‘specifics.’



You know, kind of how Trump understands foreign policy and domestic policy... And the
Constitution and the English language.”

Trevor Noah: “The big news of the day, the Stormy Daniels affair. When we last left the
story, the official Trump version was that Michael Cohen, without Trump knowing, paid
Daniels $130,000 to keep quiet about an affair that allegedly never happened. Cohen said
it, Sarah Sanders said it, and Trump himself said it. Two weeks ago, Trump hired his good
friend Rudy Giuliani to join his ever-changing legal people. ... Rudy! Rudy! What are you
doing?! You’re now saying President Trump did pay Stormy Daniels? This is big news! It’s so
big, it’s so big that you probably didn’t even hear that Kanye West said he wants to design
new robes for the KKK.”

Trevor Noah: “Imagine a PR crisis so bad that your best move is to admit you paid hush
money to a porn star. So just so we’re all on the same page, everyone pretended Trump
had nothing to do with this payment, but now that the FBI raided Michael Cohen’s office,
they’re afraid the truth is about to come out, so they want to get ahead of it first.”

Trevor Noah: “The worst part of this whole story is if Trump had just paid Stormy Daniels
and didn’t try and hide it, the story would have just been Donald Trump had an affair. Let’s
be honest, no one would have cared. Even Melania would have been like, ‘Better her than
me.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “It was 90 degrees here at New York today. People were sweating like
President Trump watching Rudy Giuliani on Hannity.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Last night, Rudy Giuliani went on Fox News and revealed that Trump knew
about and paid for Stormy Daniels’ hush money. Even Kanye was like, ‘You should probably
stop talking.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “Giuliani said that Trump knew about and paid for Stormy Daniels’ hush
money. Which explains Trump’s newest idea: paying Rudy Giuliani $130,000 in hush
money.”

Jimmy Fallon: “I saw that when John Kelly became Trump’s chief of staff, the Secret
Service Director emailed him saying, ‘Congratulations, I think.’ This is the same thing
everyone said to Melania at her bridal shower.”

Seth Meyers: “Rudy Giuliani was interviewed last night by Fox News host Sean Hannity.
And I don’t want to say Giuliani screwed Trump, but Michael Cohen gave him $130,000.”

Seth Meyers: “During his interview last night, Rudy Giuliani said if Special Counsel Robert
Mueller’s team goes after Ivanka Trump, the whole country will turn on Mueller. Yeah, ‘Can
we just drop the Ivanka stuff?’ said Nordstrom.”

Seth Meyers: “Rudy Giuliani also said last night that the list of questions Special Counsel
Robert Mueller wants to ask President Trump are designed to trap him in some way. Though
you don’t have to work that hard to catch Trump in a lie. You really only need a DVR.”

Seth Meyers: “A New York state Supreme Court judge ruled today that a Trump-branded
building in the city has the right to remove the President’s name and replace it with
something less embarrassing.”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump’s top-shelf legal team is at it again. His lawyer, Rudy
Giuliani, went on TV last night and defended him by telling everyone he lied about paying
hush money to a porn star.”

Conan O’Brien: “President Trump’s former doctor is describing himself as frightened and







National Park Service
• Cronkite News: Grand Canyon Works To Add Diverse Visitors To National Park.
• Associated Press: University Fined For Violating Indian Remains Law.
• Associated Press: After Years Of Talks, Former Girl Scout Camp Protected.
• Pensacola (FL) News Journal: National Park Service, Escambia County In Talks To Preserve
Pensacola Beach.
• Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle: Yellowstone, Tribes Moving Forward On Quarantine.
• Mount Desert (ME) Islander: Acadia Plan Calls For Ocean Drive, Cadillac Reservations.
• Pensacola (FL) News Journal: Pensacola Bay Ferry Service Start Delayed By National Park
Service.
• Monroe (MI) Evening News: River Raisin Battlefield Funding Increases, Staff Added.
• San Francisco Chronicle: Rogue Aquatic Park Yachtsman Convicted Of Anchoring Without A
Permit.
• Powell (WY) Tribune: Bighorn Canyon Admission Will Be Free This Year.
• Marin (CA) Independent Journal: Muir Woods Fees To Jump 50 Percent Next Year.
• Associated Press: Community Building In Robinson Added To National Register.

Insular And International Affairs
• U.S. Department Of Labor Continues Hurricane Recovery-Related Outreach To U.S.V.I. On Wage
Enforcement.

US Geological Survey
• Associated Press: Small Earthquakes Shake Residents In Northern Oklahoma.

Opinion Pieces
• We Love Our National Parks So Much They’re In Disrepair And Both Parties Agree On A Fix.
• Inviting Disaster: Ignoring The Lessons Learned From Deepwater Horizon.
• Your Turn: Refinery Must Be Challenged To Protect Olympic National Park.
• Additional Reading.

Top National News
• ABC: Media Analyses: Trump Distances Himself From Cohen, Boosts Prosecutors In Fox
Interview.
• Washington Post: Trump Threatens To Get More Involved In DOJ Decision-Making.
• Washington Post: Pompeo Leaves For Europe Immediately After Being Sworn In As Secretary
State.
• Wall Street Journal: Pruitt Dismisses Allegations As Attacks From Critics Of Trump’s Policies.
• Washington Times: Jackson Withdraws Nomination, Calls Allegations Against Him “Completely
False And Fabricated.”
• New York Times: Fed Beginning To Show Concern About Economy Overheating.

Editorial Wrap-Up
• New York Times.
   - “Out Of The City And Into Fresh Air.”
   - “A Reckoning For Cosby – Now For Others?”
   - “Mr. Macron Comes To Washington.”
   - “El Salvador’s Chance To Save Women’s Lives.”
• Washington Post.
   - “Press Freedom Is In Retreat Around The World – Including Here.”
   - “Why Trump’s Travel Ban Should Lose At The Supreme Court.”
   - “Our Veterans Require Great Care. Trump Hasn’t Shown Any.”
• Wall Street Journal.
   - “Europe, Trump And The Iran Deal.”
   - “Victory For The Bitkovs.”











































Arm Of Injustice: Did a UN Commission Founded to Fight Corruption Help the Kremlin
Destroy a Russian Family?’, on the case of Igor and Irina Bitkov and their daughter
Anastasia, who fled Russia in 2008 and began a new life with new identities in Guatemala,
but are now in jail over alleged paperwork irregularities. Witnesses include the family’s
attorneys Victoria Sandoval and Rolando Alvarado, as well as Global Magnitsky Campaign
for Justice founding director William Browder. Hearing examines the questions ‘Did the
Kremlin enlist CICIG in its vendetta to destroy the Bitkovs?’, ‘Is this another example of the
frightening reach of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s govt and its ability to co-opt
institutions designed to further the rule of law?’, ‘Has the Russian Govt corrupted a United
Nations anti-corruption agency?’, and ‘What does this teach about the Russian Govt, the
U.N., and the global fight against the scourge of corruption?’ Location: Rayburn House
Office Building, Rm 2172, Washington, DC http://www.csce.gov 
        10:00 AM CANCELED: Senate Committee on the Judiciary nominations hearing
Location: Rm 226, Dirksen Senate Office Bldg, Washington, DC http://judiciary.senate.gov/
        Congress breaks for District Work Period until May 7.
US House: 9:00 AM House Commerce subcommittee hearing on robocalls – Digital
Commerce and Consumer Protection Subcommittee hearing on ‘Do Not Call: Combating
Robocalls and Caller ID Spoofing’, with testimony from Nomorobo founder Aaron Foss;
RoboKiller Chief Product Officer Ethan Garr; First Orion Corporation Executive Vice President
for Technology and Solution Development Scott Hambuchen; and Consumers Union Policy
Analyst Maureen Mahoney Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2123, Washington,
DC http://energycommerce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce 
        9:00 AM House meets for legislative business – House of Representatives meets for
legislative business, with agenda for the week including ‘H.R. 4 – FAA Reauthorization Act of
2018’ and ‘H.R. 3144 – To provide for operations of the Federal Columbia River Power
System pursuant to a certain operation plan for a specified period of time, and for other
purposes’, plus consideration of ‘H.R. 5447 – Music Modernization Act’, as amended, under
suspension of the rules Location: U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC http://www.house.gov/
        9:15 AM Helsinki Commission hearing on Russia and the U.N. International
Commission against Impunity in Guatemala – Helsinki Commission hearing on ‘The Long
Arm Of Injustice: Did a UN Commission Founded to Fight Corruption Help the Kremlin
Destroy a Russian Family?’, on the case of Igor and Irina Bitkov and their daughter
Anastasia, who fled Russia in 2008 and began a new life with new identities in Guatemala,
but are now in jail over alleged paperwork irregularities. Witnesses include the family’s
attorneys Victoria Sandoval and Rolando Alvarado, as well as Global Magnitsky Campaign
for Justice founding director William Browder. Hearing examines the questions ‘Did the
Kremlin enlist CICIG in its vendetta to destroy the Bitkovs?’, ‘Is this another example of the
frightening reach of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s govt and its ability to co-opt
institutions designed to further the rule of law?’, ‘Has the Russian Govt corrupted a United
Nations anti-corruption agency?’, and ‘What does this teach about the Russian Govt, the
U.N., and the global fight against the scourge of corruption?’ Location: Rayburn House
Office Building, Rm 2172, Washington, DC http://www.csce.gov
        9:15 AM House Financial Services subcommittee hearing on FinCEN Customer Due
Diligence Rule – Financial Institutions and Consumer Credit Subcommittee hearing on
‘Implementation of FinCEN’s Customer Due Diligence Rule – Financial Institution
Perspective’, with testimony from The Clearing House Association President Greg Baer;
Crowell & Morning partner Carlton Greene; The FACT Coalition Executive Director Gary
Kalman; and International Bank of Commerce Executive Vice President Dalia Martinez (on
behalf of Mid-Size Bank Coalition) Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2128,
Washington, DC http://financialservices.house.gov https://twitter.com/FinancialCmte
        Congress breaks for District Work Period until May 7.
Other: 8:30 AM Advance estimate GDP Location: TBD http://www.bea.gov
https://twitter.com/BEA_News 
        8:45 AM RNLA National Policy Conference – Republican National Lawyers Association
National Policy Conference, with speakers including Secretary of Labor Alex Acosta Location:
National Press Club, 529 14th St NW, Washington, DC http://www.rnla.org
https://twitter.com/TheRepLawyer



        9:30 AM Israeli defense minister speaks at The Washington Institute – ‘Between Syria
and Gaza: Urgent Challenges for Israel’s Security’ The Washington Institute Policy Forum,
with Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor Liberman Location: The Washington Institute, 1111
19th St NW, Washington, DC www.washingtoninstitute.org
https://twitter.com/washinstitute

Last Laughs

Late Night Political Humor.
Stephen Colbert: [On President Trump’s Fox & Friends interview] “This interview was
insane. It was rambling. It was so loud. It sounded like he was shouting the whole time. I
just had the image of an unbathed Donald Trump shambling around in his bathrobe. Neither
Fox nor friends could get a word in edgewise.”

Stephen Colbert: “But in their defense, they had to rush the leader of the free world off the
phone to get to their actual next news segment: ‘Buck’s Famous Scrambled Eggs!’ The
secret ingredient is changing the subject.”

Stephen Colbert: Ex-VA secretary nominee Ronny Jackson “denies the charges and says
he’s bowing out because ‘these false allegations have become a distraction for this
president.’ To be fair, jangly keys are a distraction for this president.”

James Corden: “Trump says he’s too busy to give a birthday present to Melania. I mean,
how much effort does it take to just leave the back door open and say, ‘You’re free! I let
you go’”?

Jimmy Fallon: “President Trump did a live phone interview with Fox & Friends. It was tough
for Trump. He didn’t know whether to focus on the questions or watch himself on TV.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Melania made a wish, blew out her candles, opened her eyes and said, ‘Oh,
crap, he’s still here.’”

Jimmy Kimmel: “The President celebrated this morning with a bonkers 30-minute-long
phone call to Fox & Friends.’ … Told them he got her [the First Lady] a beautiful card. A
beautiful green card.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “And then during the interview, Trump accidentally admitted that Michael
Cohen did represent him in the Stormy Daniels please-be-quiet-now case. So, happy
birthday, honey!”

Jimmy Kimmel: EPA Administrator Pruitt “says he intends to stay at his job until he gets the
average temperature of the earth up to a cozy 98 degrees.”

Seth Meyers: “Bill Cosby has been found guilty on all counts, and now faces 10 years in
prison for each of his three crimes. Oh man, please tell me his lawyer is Michael Cohen.”

Seth Meyers: “In an interview today, President Trump said that he’s been too busy to buy
First Lady Melania Trump a birthday gift. Oh please, I mean, it wouldn’t take that long. I’m
sure the only gift she wants is an open White House door, and a 10-minute head start.”

Seth Meyers: “The Senate today confirmed CIA Director Mike Pompeo as secretary of state.
Trump says he’s excited and looks forward to working with him for the next week or so.”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump said today that he would rather have an election based on
the popular vote, and when Hillary [Clinton] heard that, she laughed so hard her pantsuit
changed colors.”
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[UPDATE] By June 1, Cape Hatteras National Seashore plans to issue a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) to lease Oregon Inlet Marina. The marina is operated under a concession contract, which 
has been extended on an annual basis since 2000. A lease has been determined to be the 
appropriate method for managing the property in order to provide for facility maintenance and 
continued public use of this locally-important and internationally-known charter fishing marina. 
The RFP is expected to garner attention from multiple interested parties, including the current 
operator, the local media, and elected officials. (Updated 04/25/18). (embargoed until public 
announcement) 
 
On or before June 1, FWS plans to publish in the Federal Register the final 2018-19 hunting 
regulations for certain migratory game birds. FWS annually prescribes frameworks, or outer 
limits, for dates and times when hunting may occur and the number of birds that may be taken 
and possessed in hunting seasons. These frameworks are necessary to allow state selections of 
seasons and limits and to allow recreational harvest at levels compatible with population and 
habitat conditions. Planned outreach includes congressional and stakeholder notifications. No 
news release is planned. Responsive talking points will be available for if asked questions. 
(04/11/2018) 
 
On or around June 1 or later, the FWS anticipates the draft supplemental environmental impact 
statement for expanded public access to Rattlesnake Mountain on Hanford Reach National 
Monument will be available for public review and comment. This is part of the required 
regulatory processes to provide public access to Rattlesnake Mountain, consistent with a 
mandate in the 2015 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA; P.L. 113-291). Section 3081 
of the NDAA states “the Secretary of the Interior shall provide public access to the summit of 
Rattlesnake Mountain for educational, recreational, historical, scientific, cultural, and other 
purposes, including (1) motor vehicle access; and (2) pedestrian and other non-motorized 
access.” The FWS established a Tribal Working Group with four local tribes and held public 
scoping meetings to address cultural concerns and to work through the process of Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act. The FWS is addressing National Environmental Policy 
Act compliance by drafting a supplement to the 2008 Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the 
Monument. Expanded public access will be controversial with tribes. FWS will continue 
outreach efforts to the tribes, media, and the public. A local news release is planned to alert cape 
public to comment period. (Updated 03/28/2018) 
 
[NEW] On June 1 and 2, representatives from FWS, U.S. Forest Service, Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources, and other partners will celebrate the proposal to delist Kirtland’s warbler. 
The current Kirtland’s warbler population is estimated to be over 2,000 pairs, more than double 
the recovery goal. The Kirtland’s warbler population continues to grow and has exceeded 
recovery goals for the past 16 years. FWS is accepting comments on the proposal through July 
11. (04/25/2018) 
 
On or around June 15, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register an action designating critical 
habitat for three plant species on Hawaii island and is correcting the maps for existing 
designations for an additional four species. FWS intends to exclude lands owned or managed by 
the Queen Liliuokalani Trust, the Department of Hawaiian Homelands, and other private 
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landowners under 4(b)(2) of the Act. This action is not controversial. Interested stakeholders 
include the state of Hawaii and multiple state agencies, the county of Hawaii and various private 
landowners. Outreach includes a regional news release, social media, emails and phone calls to 
congressional offices and stakeholders mentioned above. (Updated 04/18/2018) 
  
[NEW] In response to a petition to delist the species, on or around June 15, FWS plans to send to 
the Federal Register a proposal to reclassify the American burying beetle from an endangered 
species to a threatened species. While the primary threats to the species have been ameliorated, 
ongoing threats remain. FWS will also propose a rule under section 4(d) tailoring prohibitions to 
those most likely to harm the American burying beetle and its habitats. The American burying 
beetle currently occurs in Arkansas, Kansas, Massachusetts, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma, Rhode 
Island, South Dakota, and Texas. This finding will likely be opposed by the Center for Biological 
Diversity and Center for American burying beetle conservation. It is also likely to be opposed by 
the petitioners, American Stewards of Liberty, the Independent Petroleum Association of 
America, the Texas Public Policy Foundation, and Dr. Steven W. Carothers, as they petitioned us 
to delist, not downlist the species. Outreach plans include a regional news release and 
Congressional notifications. (04/25/2018) 
  
As early as June, FWS in partnership with Arizona Game and Fish Department will propose 
expanding the black-footed ferret 10(j) designation to include all current and historical ferret 
habitat in Arizona. The 1996 Arizona 10(j) area was limited to the Aubrey Valley Experimental 
Population Area (AVEPA); successful reintroductions and subsequent population expansions has 
resulted in ferrets venturing outside of the AVEPA (as fully protected status). FWS consultation 
with affected tribes has been initiated. FWS will coordinate with AGFD to best approach and 
inform Arizona grassland residents and industry (livestock) groups. Communication planning 
will be conducted. (04/18/2018) 
  
In June, pending approval by the Department, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a 
Notice of Intent to prepare a draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) 
addressing the potential impacts from four similar wind energy project habitat conservation plans 
in Hawaii. The HCPs were submitted to the Service in support of requests for permits 
authorizing the take of endangered or threatened species, under the Endangered Species Act. Due 
to similarities in the geography, impact, covered species, and proposed mitigation measures 
between these four wind energy projects the Service has determined that a combined PEIS is the 
most efficient and comprehensive approach for considering the cumulative impacts of these 
actions on the human environment. When the PEIS publishes, outreach is planned to include 
local public notifications through the web and social media, and notifications to members of 
Congress in Hawaii, with targeted stakeholder outreach. (Updated 04/11/2018) 
  
National Park Service 
 
By May 15, pending Departmental approval, the NPS will publish a Federal Register notice 
announcing that the Department has authorized the preparation of a World Heritage nomination 
for the Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks in Ohio.  It is recirculating for surname.  With nine 
component properties including those that form Hopewell Culture National Historical Park, and 
others managed by the State of Ohio, this series of geometric mounds is approximately 2,000 
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years old.  The nomination file, which will take more than a year to draft, will be developed by 
local proponents in Ohio with guidance from the NPS.  Upon completion and review, the Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks will determine whether the nomination 
will be submitted to the World Heritage Committee.  (Updated 04/18/18). 
 
[UPDATE] By May 15, Olympic National Park's 2017 Natural Resource Condition Assessment 
will be published as a National Park Service Resource Report.  This report is jointly funded by 
the USGS and the NPS.  A joint NPS-USGS news release will be issued announcing the report. 
(Updated 04/25/18) 
 
On May 15, Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore expects to host public meetings and online 
engagement related to uses and crowding at the most heavily visited portions of the park.  This 
public input will be used to guide the development of a visitor use management plan for the park. 
(03/27/18) 
 
On May 15, Rock Creek Park will issue a prospectus and begin accepting proposals from 
vendors to provide equestrian and related services at the park’s horse center in Washington D.C. 
under a new 10-year concession contract. Services sought include private horse boarding, 
therapeutic riding programs, instructional camps, guided trail rides and riding lessons. Contract 
offers must be received by June 15. (04/11/18). 
 
On May 15-16, the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail Advisory Council 
will hold a public meeting in Jamestown, Virginia. This will be the Council's final meeting since 
trail advisory councils are only authorized for 10 years under the National Trails System Act. 
Deputy Director Dan Smith plans to attend the first day. (04/12/18) 
 
[UPDATE] By May 18, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA) expects to issue the 
Final Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact for the Muir Woods 
National Monument Salmon Habitat Enhancement and Bridge Replacement Project. The 
selected alternative will restore aquatic habitat degraded by riprap that was placed along the 
creek banks in the 1930s and replace four deteriorated pedestrian bridges that were installed in 
the 1990s.  The project implements part of the 2014 General Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement. The projects themselves are not expected to be controversial, but there is 
public interest in ensuring that NPS schedules its projects to reduce cumulative impacts from 
planned construction work in the area by the Marin County Department of Public Works and the 
Federal Highways Works Administration. (Updated 04/25/18) 
 
By May 20, National Capital Parks-East, via the Federal Highway Administration, will award a 
contract to repair the roads in Fort Dupont and Fort Davis Parks. This paving project will 
completely reconstruct the most deteriorated sections and resurface the roads. Congresswoman 
Eleanor Holmes Norton has been interested in the project. Public notifications will begin in the 
coming weeks and work in expected to begin in summer 2018. (04/04/18). 
 
[NEW] On May 21, Mount Rainier National Park will issue a news release announcing the 
availability of the Paradise Cellular Environmental Assessment (EA) Finding of No Significant 
Impact. The selected action will issue right-of-way permits to Verizon Wireless and T-Mobile, 
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and provide conditional approval of AT&T’s proposal to co-locate wireless communication 
facilities in the Jackson Visitor Center at Paradise. The cellular facilities will be concealed in the 
attic of the visitor center and will not involve the construction of towers. The NPS received 893 
comments on the EA, with approximately 70% opposed to the service. Comments opposed to the 
proposal emphasized the protection of national parks and wildernesses from wireless signals, 
with many assuming a cell tower would be constructed. Those in favor emphasized safety, and 
the benefits of improved communication including convenience, coordination, education, and 
timely notification of hazards. The NPS determined that cellular service at Paradise will benefit 
the public by improving communication between the NPS and the public, and between park 
visitors, in the most intensely used and developed district of the park. (04/25/2018) 
 
[UPDATE] On May 23, the public comment period will close on Antietam National Battlefield’s 
Visitor Access and Circulation Plan/Environmental Assessment (Plan/EA). The purpose of the 
Plan/EA is to evaluate the implementation of strategies to improve visitor access and circulation 
at the park. This Plan/EA also serves as an amendment to the 1992 Antietam National Battlefield 
General Management Plan, taking into account newly acquired lands not previously considered 
in the general management plan and evolving management decisions regarding the visitor center 
and several Battlefield tour roads. http://parkplanning.nps.gov/ANTICirculationPlan  (Updated 
04/25/2018) 

 
[UPDATED] On May 29, Golden Gate National Recreation Area is expected to release a 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for a competitive business opportunity to establish a waterfront 
community center at the Fort Baker Historic Boat Shop and Marina as an affordable recreational 
and gathering place. The purpose of the RFQ is to identify both private- and public-sector 
entities interested in operating the facility, which is currently operated by the U.S. Air Force as a 
military recreation facility open to the public. The NPS is seeking a long-term lease that will 
enable an offeror to make necessary investments in historic rehabilitation of deteriorating 
facilities, and the provision of public services and programs at the site. The park has kept the 
USAF informed throughout the lead up to this announcement, and they have express interest in 
participating in the RFQ process. (Updated 04/25/18). 
 
[NEW] On or after May 29, the NPS will release the Tule Lake Unit of World War II Valor in 
the Pacific National Monument General Management Plan and Environmental Assessment  
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) to the public. The FWS co-manages two of three 
parcels that comprise the Tule Lake Unit, and the FWS has concurred with issuing the FONSI. 
The selected action outlines the long-term management and development for the unit established 
in May 2008 by President Bush. (04/25/2018) 
 
On May 30, it is anticipated that Independence National Historical Park will hold the kick-off 
meeting for the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission. Meeting participants will officially begin 
planning programs and activities commemorating the 250th anniversary of the founding of the 
U.S.  The Commission has many representatives from various organizations and corporations.  
Eight members of Congress serve on the Commission. (04/11/18). 
 
By May 30, USDA APHIS will complete data analysis that will inform a schedule for bison 
transfer to the Assiniboine and Sioux tribes of Ft. Peck, Montana.  On April 5, Yellowstone 
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National Park and the Deputy Administrator of USDA APHIS discussed several key issues 
related to the park’s proposed bison quarantine program.  This was follow-up to a February 2018 
meeting, convened and facilitated by the Secretary of the Interior, between DOI, NPS, USDA 
APHIS, Ft. Peck tribal leadership, and the State of Montana.  Substantive progress was 
confirmed on several issues including the structure and signators for agreements on quarantine 
facility operations, the future transfer of brucellosis-free bison to the Ft. Peck reservation, and 
USDA APHIS certification of the park bison quarantine facility.  Yellowstone bison 
management and quarantine receive national public interest and media coverage.  (Updated 
04/18/18) 
 
By May 31, the NPS intends to award multiple concession contracts for mountaineering guide 
services at Denali National Park and Preserve. Applicant submissions have been scored and 
rated. The selection process is currently in the matching phase where, one by one, prospective 
concessioners with ANILCA preferences have an opportunity to match the best offer. New 
contracts will have a term of 10 years, beginning January 1, 2019.  (Updated 03/27/18). 
 
Between June 1-15, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (pending Departmental approval of 
NOA) expects to issue a Record of Decision for the Vista Grande Drainage Basin Improvement 
Project Environmental Impact Report /Environmental Impact Statement prepared in cooperation 
with the City of Daly City,California. This project would allow Daly City to take project actions 
at Fort Funston to address storm-related flooding in the Vista Grande Drainage Basin. PEPC link 
(04/04/18). 
 
On June 2, construction crews will begin temporary stabilization repairs on Arlington Memorial 
Bridge. The project start was delayed to accommodate the Rolling Thunder special event over 
Memorial Day weekend. This repair work is designed to keep the bridge open to traffic during its 
full rehabilitation (beginning in fall 2018). Work crews will repair bridge deck supports in the 
drawbridge span and the road deck in the westbound roadway. This work will require 
intermittent single lane closures on the bridge beginning after Memorial Day weekend. (Updated 
04/11/18). 
 
On June 14, the U.S. Mint will release the America the Beautiful Quarters Program coin 
honoring Voyageurs National Park. A ceremony will be held in International Falls, Minnesota. 
(04/04/18). 
 
On June 15, Yosemite National Park’s Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias will reopen to the 
public, following a 3-year $40 million project funded through the NPS and Yosemite 
Conservancy matching funds. A new parking lot and welcome center has been constructed at the 
South Entrance, a shuttle bus will take visitors to the big trees, a handicap accessible boardwalk 
has been constructed, trails have been improved, and new restrooms have been installed. The 
dedication ceremony to mark the completion of the project is slated for June 14. 
https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/mariposagrove.htm (03/07/18) 
 
Expected to last through June or the end of the dry season, Burnett Oil Company will continue 
seismic operation within Big Cypress National Preserve.  The Nobles Grade 3D Seismic Survey, 
a proposal that the National Park Service and Burnett examined and refined for more than two 
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years before it was approved in May 2016, originally began in March of 2017 and suspended 
operations by June 2, 2017, when conditions became too wet to continue.  Burnett is using a 
vibroseis technique to acquire geologic data to assess the potential for oil drilling within Big 
Cypress National Preserve.  It is expected the exploration will continue this year through the 
south Florida dry season which should end by June 2018.  Work began on March 29.  (Updated 
04/11/18). 
 
July 3 is the deadline for the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) to submit a 
nomination to the Keeper of the Ch’u’itnu Historic District Traditional Cultural Property 
nomination submitted by the Native Village of Tyonek (NVT).  On April 4, 2018, the Alaska 
Historical Commission (Commission) approved the nomination submitted by the NVT, a 
federally recognized tribe that has lived within the proposed district for many generations.  The 
District encompasses ca. 109,000 acres of land within Alaska's Ch’u’tnu River watershed 
approximately 90 miles west of Anchorage. The nomination is opposed by the Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources as well as some private organizations/commercial entities.  An 
accord can only be submitted to the Keeper by the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO), and only after it has been reviewed by the Alaska Historical Commission.  It is the 
Keeper’s understanding that despite approval of the nomination by the Commission, the SHPO 
remains strongly opposed to it.  Failure of the SHPO to meet the 90 day/ July 3 deadline will 
likely result in the filing of a third appeal by NVT directly to the Keeper to review the 
nomination and list the property in the NR. (04/18/18) 
 
Between July 19-31, the American Indian Movement (AIM) will hold its 27th annual Sundance 
at Pipestone National Monument.  The Sundance is the central sacred ceremony for the Lakota 
Tribes.  On April 2, the NPS received a proposal from AIM to improve the grounds used for the 
Sundance.  The NPS will begin working through the compliance process for the proposed 
improvements and has introduced possible alternatives to meet AIM's needs. (Updated 
04/11/18). 
 
By August 2018, the NPS and the National Park Foundation (NPF) will complete their joint 
Impact Investment Study.  The Impact Investing Study is being funded by the NPF and will 
analyze how federal agencies have developed third-party financed infrastructure construction, 
operations, revitalization, and recapitalization programs over the past 20 years.  The study will 
also identify potential new or modified authorities or policies required to implement alternative 
financing strategies to help the NPS move forward with the construction, repair, and ongoing 
maintenance of bureau infrastructure. (03/14/18). 
 




