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"Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 13:42:46 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:
"Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>,

"Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Yellowstone Bison powerpoint

All,

Let me know if you would like this PPT presentation - it's 7 slides-

Dave

-- 

David A. Mihalic

Senior Advisor to the Secretary

United States Department of the Interior

MIB Room 6124

1849 "C" Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Phone: 202-208-4130

cell: 202-706-4978

david mihalic@ios.doi.gov

Remember, everything I send or receive is subject to the Freedom of Information Act

"Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 14:13:16 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

CC: "Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Yellowstone Bison powerpoint

yes

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 3:42 PM, Mihalic, David <david mihalic@ios.doi.gov> wrote:



All,

Let me know if you would like this PPT presentation - it's 7 slides-

Dave

-- 

David A. Mihalic

Senior Advisor to the Secretary

United States Department of the Interior

MIB Room 6124

1849 "C" Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Phone: 202-208-4130

cell: 202-706-4978

david mihalic@ios.doi.gov

Remember, everything I send or receive is subject to the Freedom of Information Act

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482

"Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Mon May 14 2018 07:45:18 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Yellowstone Bison powerpoint

Attachments: BisonSlides_IBMP_WinterOps_NPS_4-25.pptx

Sorry for the delay - the IT folks had my computer since Friday afternoon

(all weekend) for a Windows upgrade - just got it back this morning.

PPT attached -

Dave

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 4:13 PM, Combs, Susan <susan combs@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

yes

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 3:42 PM, Mihalic, David <david mihalic@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

All,

Let me know if you would like this PPT presentation - it's 7 slides-

Dave



-- 

David A. Mihalic

Senior Advisor to the Secretary

United States Department of the Interior

MIB Room 6124

1849 "C" Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Phone: 202-208-4130

cell: 202-706-4978

david mihalic@ios.doi.gov

Remember, everything I send or receive is subject to the Freedom of Information Act

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482

-- 

David A. Mihalic

Senior Advisor to the Secretary

United States Department of the Interior

MIB Room 6124

1849 "C" Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Phone: 202-208-4130

cell: 202-706-4978

david mihalic@ios.doi.gov

Remember, everything I send or receive is subject to the Freedom of Information Act



NPS Recommendations 2017
~4,800 bison: ~3,970 north/~850 central 

• Remove up to 1,250 bison breeding in north
• Decrease numbers to 4,200-4,400 after calving
• No removals in west due to lower numbers
• Allow bison to distribute on landscape and hunt 
• Maintain 250-400 bison in Gardiner basin
• Begin culling bison in north when migration 

deemed sufficient to support hunting and culling
• Conduct larger culls if there is a larger migration



17/18 Winter Operations Plan
Manage for a decreasing population 
• Optimize harvest while assuring combined 

hunt/cull take of 600 to 900 bison
• Reduce impacts of bison captures on hunt
• Monthly removal goals:

• 75-115 by the end of November
• 225-335 by the end of December
• 372-560 by the end of January 
• 522-785 by the end of February
• 600-900 by March 15





Captures/Culls
• Winter conditions led to a large migration into 

Gardiner basin during late February/March
• NPS began capturing on February 16 and 

captured ~800 bison over a 3-week period
• Another 800+ bison in the Gardiner basin 

(Mammoth-Yankee Jim) during captures
• NOTES:  

– Harvest higher after captures began (77 bison 
harvested 30 days before; 172 after)

– Many harvests and reports after March 11, when 
captures ended





WHY > 600-900
• Winter severity exceeded predictions.

• Unusually large migration in late February allowed continued capture and 
hunter success with > 500 bison north of park at times. 

• Telemetric data indicating that bison migrating into Gardiner bison were 
associated with the northern breeding area.

• NPS holds that a long-term average of  ~4,200 bison allows balance of myriad 
demands/values surrounding bison and provides opportunity for progress on 
issues that have been difficult to advance, including: 
– Full dispersal into the conservation area
– Reduced hunting pressure near boundary/better hunt success and optics
– Mitigation of capture/hunt conflict
– Reduction of cull size and shipments to slaughter

• The removal of 1,100+ bison provided the highest chance of a summer 2018 
count near 4,200 bison compared to other alternatives.
• Summer 2018: Predict ~4,200 +/- 500 bison post-calving
• <4,500 bison for the first time since 2012 



Conclusions/Considerations
The combined use of hunting and culling over the past six years has reduced 
bison numbers toward the NPS objective (4,200), while supporting hunter 
harvest (41% of removals)  and no >800 to slaughter in any one winter. 

Future removals to stabilize population growth could be one-half of what 
was necessary to reduce the population size (i.e., 400-500 instead of 1,000 –
1,200).  

Consider: 
Removal of fewer bison via capture/culling can shift focus to reducing hunt 
pressure near boundary and advance other efforts:

– As outlined in the 2000 IBMP ROD, establish temporary capture 
facilities near Yankee Jim Canyon.  Facilitates bison distribution 
over available landscape, habitat learning,  and a dispersed hunt.

– Limit capture at Stephens Creek primarily to support quarantine or 
research. 

– Utilize quarantine facilities at Stephens Creek, Corwin Springs, and 
Fort Peck Reservation to reduce shipments to slaughter. 
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We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population goal.

"Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 06:11:19 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:

"Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>,

Susan Combs <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>, David Mihalic

<david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>, "Paul (Dan) Smith"

<paul_smith@nps.gov>

Subject:
We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population

goal.

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which has

strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a level that

park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official population

goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there will be about 4,200

bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this spring.” The article notes that

“the official population goal for the park’s bison population is 3,000, set in 2000 by the federal,

state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency Bison Management Plan.” However,

“Montana wildlife officials say they would need to study the matter further before agreeing to

officially change the population goal from 3,000 to 4,200 bison.”

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

"Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 06:16:56 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

"Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>,

David Mihalic <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>, "Paul (Dan)

Smith" <paul_smith@nps.gov>

Subject:
Re: We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population

goal.

agree - let me know when



On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:11 AM, Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which has

strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a level

that park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official

population goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there will be

about 4,200 bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this spring.” The

article notes that “the official population goal for the park’s bison population is 3,000, set in

2000 by the federal, state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency Bison Management

Plan.” However, “Montana wildlife officials say they would need to study the matter further

before agreeing to officially change the population goal from 3,000 to 4,200 bison.”

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482

"Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Mihalic, David" <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 06:36:59 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

"Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>, "Hambleton,

Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>, "Paul (Dan)

Smith" <paul_smith@nps.gov>

Subject:
Re: We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population

goal.

Do we want anyone from Yellowstone at the meeting?

Dave

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:16 AM, Combs, Susan <susan combs@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

agree - let me know when

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:11 AM, Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which

has strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a

level that park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official

population goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there will

be about 4,200 bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this spring.”



The article notes that “the official population goal for the park’s bison population is 3,000,

set in 2000 by the federal, state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency Bison

Management Plan.” However, “Montana wildlife officials say they would need to study the

matter further before agreeing to officially change the population goal from 3,000 to 4,200

bison.”

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482

-- 

David A. Mihalic

Senior Advisor to the Secretary

United States Department of the Interior

MIB Room 6124

1849 "C" Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Phone: 202-208-4130

cell: 202-706-4978

david mihalic@ios.doi.gov

Remember, everything I send or receive is subject to the Freedom of Information Act

"Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 06:41:25 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

"Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>,

David Mihalic <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>, "Paul (Dan)

Smith" <paul_smith@nps.gov>

Subject:
Re: We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population

goal.

Ryan,

Can you take the lead on setting this up?

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116



Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:16 AM, Combs, Susan <susan combs@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

agree - let me know when

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:11 AM, Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which

has strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a

level that park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official

population goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there will

be about 4,200 bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this spring.”

The article notes that “the official population goal for the park’s bison population is 3,000,

set in 2000 by the federal, state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency Bison

Management Plan.” However, “Montana wildlife officials say they would need to study the

matter further before agreeing to officially change the population goal from 3,000 to 4,200

bison.”

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482

"Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Hambleton, Ryan" <ryan_hambleton@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 06:44:01 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Willens, Todd" <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

"Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>, David

Mihalic <david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>, "Paul (Dan) Smith"

<paul_smith@nps.gov>

Subject:
Re: We should discuss. Concern not sticking to population

goal.

Yup, I will do that.

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:41 AM, Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Ryan,

Can you take the lead on setting this up?



Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:16 AM, Combs, Susan <susan combs@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

agree - let me know when

On Fri, May 11, 2018 at 8:11 AM, Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which

has strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a

level that park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official

population goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there

will be about 4,200 bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this

spring.” The article notes that “the official population goal for the park’s bison population

is 3,000, set in 2000 by the federal, state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency

Bison Management Plan.” However, “Montana wildlife officials say they would need to

study the matter further before agreeing to officially change the population goal from

3,000 to 4,200 bison.”

Todd Willens
Assistant Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW -- MIB Room 6116
Washington, DC  20240
office:  202-208-6291

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482
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Weekly Report to the Secretary

Attachments:

/29. Weekly Report to the Secretary/1.1 Weekly Report to the Secretary

May13-19.docx

"Dermody, Matthew" <matthew_dermody@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Dermody, Matthew" <matthew_dermody@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 11 2018 06:07:21 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:

Alan Mikkelsen <amikkelsen@usbr.gov>, Alex Sterhan

<asterhan@usbr.gov>, Andrea Travnicek

<andrea_travnicek@ios.doi.gov>, "Appel, Elizabeth"

<elizabeth.appel@bia.gov>, Aurelia Skipwith

<aurelia_skipwith@ios.doi.gov>, Benjamin Cassidy

<benjamin_cassidy@ios.doi.gov>, Billy Dove

<william_dove@ios.doi.gov>, Brenda Burman

<bburman@usbr.gov>, Cally Younger

<cally.younger@sol.doi.gov>, Casey Hammond

<casey_hammond@ios.doi.gov>, Casey Stemler

<casey_stemler@fws.gov>, Catherine Gulac

<catherine_gulac@ios.doi.gov>, Christina Summers

<christina_summers@ibc.doi.gov>, Daniel Jorjani

<daniel.jorjani@sol.doi.gov>, David Bernhardt

<  Debrah McBride

<debrah.mcbride@bia.gov>, Doug Domenech

<doug_domenech@ios.doi.gov>, Downey Magallanes

<downey_magallanes@ios.doi.gov>, Edward Keable

<edward.keable@sol.doi.gov>, Elinor Werner

<elinor_werner@ios.doi.gov>, Evan Wilson

<evan_wilson@ios.doi.gov>, Gareth Rees

<gareth_rees@ios.doi.gov>, Gary Lawkowski

<gary_lawkowski@ios.doi.gov>, Heather Swift

<heather_swift@ios.doi.gov>, James Voyles

<james_voyles@ios.doi.gov>, Jim Cason

<james_cason@ios.doi.gov>, Joe Balash

<joseph_balash@ios.doi.gov>, John Bockmier

<john_bockmier@ios.doi.gov>, John Tahsuda

<john.tahsuda@bia.gov>, Juliette Lillie

<juliette_lillie@ios.doi.gov>, Kate MacGregor

<kate_macgregor@ios.doi.gov>, Kathleen Benedetto

<kbenedetto@blm.gov>, Katie Mills

<katie_mills@ios.doi.gov>, Kerry Rae

<kerry_rae@ios.doi.gov>, Laura Rigas

<Laura_Rigas@ios.doi.gov>, Lori Mashburn

<lori_mashburn@ios.doi.gov>, Mariagrazia Caminiti

(b)(6) - Bernhardt





1 

WEEKLY REPORT 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

MAY 13-19, 2018 

 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY 

  

Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Hearings, and Travel 

 

Deputy Secretary David Bernhardt will be in the office all week.  

 

Assistant Deputy Secretary Todd Willens will be in the office all week. 

 

Associate Deputy Secretary Jim Cason will be in the office all week.  

 

Immediate Announcements and Actions (within the next 14 days) 

  

[NEW] During the month of May, the Department will release a memo to reform recreational 

shooting management on public lands. This initiative proactively responds to the fatal tragedy 

that occurred in Arizona earlier this year by directing the Bureaus to revise existing and 

implement new policies and guidelines that expand access to recreational shooting opportunities 

while promoting firearm safety, education, and training.   

  

15-60 Day Look-Ahead 

  

No updates to report. 

  

Awareness 

 

No updates to report.  

  

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 

 

Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Congressional Hearings, and Travel 

  

Principal Deputy Solicitor Dan Jorjani will be working from the headquarters office for the 

reporting period. 

  

Acting Deputy Solicitor for Land Resources will participate in a panel at the National Mitigation 

Banking Conference on Friday, May 11. She will be part of a roundtable discussion with 

participants from other federal regulating agencies including the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Army 

Corps of Engineers, and the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). 

  

Week Ahead Announcements and Actions 

  

NEW CASES: 
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Olson, et al. v. United States, (Ct. Fed. Cl.) 

Sixteen plaintiffs have filed a complaint for breach of contract in the United States Court of 

Federal Claims claiming that the Wapato Irrigation Project, within the Bureau of Indian Affairs 

(BIA), breached their contractual right to receive irrigation water in the 2013 growing season.  

The Solicitor’s Office (SOL) attorneys and the Commercial Litigation Branch of the Civil 

Division of the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) are coordinating.  The government’s answer is 

due June 22.  We are in the process of gathering documents from the BIA and drafting a 

litigation report. 

  

Western Watersheds Project v. Zinke (D. Idaho filed April 30, 2018) and Montana Wildlife 

Federation v. Zinke (D. Mont. filed April 30, 2018) - Oil and Gas Leasing in Western United 

States 

These complaints challenge numerous oil and gas–related actions or pending actions, contending 

that Bureau of Land Management (BLM) violated the Federal Land Policy Management Act 

(FLPMA) by failing to prioritize leasing decisions outside of Greater Sage-Grouse (GRSG) 

habitat, which is required by the 2015 GRSG land use plan decisions, and violated the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) by failing to adequately consider the environmental impacts 

of those decisions on GRSG. 

  

In the first suit, Western Watersheds Project and Center for Biological Diversity challenge 

BLM’s national Instruction Memoranda (IMs) relating to prioritization of oil and gas 

leasing, IM 2018-026, and oil and gas leasing reform, IM 2018-034. Plaintiffs argue that 

these IMs violate NEPA and FLPMA and that the leasing reform IM constitutes a legislative 

rule adopted in violation of the Administrative Procedure Act (APA).  Plaintiffs also 

challenge eight oil and gas lease sales conducted from 2017 to 2018 in Wyoming, Montana, 

and Utah. They identify several other oil and gas lease sales in Wyoming, Nevada, Idaho, 

and Utah, and two BLM Wyoming oil and gas projects as pending or cumulative actions. 

Plaintiffs argue that the lease sales were inconsistent with the 2015 GRSG plans because 

BLM failed to prioritize outside of GRSG habitat and use best available science. Plaintiffs’ 

NEPA arguments generally assert that BLM did not adequately evaluate impacts to GRSG, 

including cumulative impacts, or consider a range of reasonable alternatives. 

  

In the second suit, Montana Wildlife Federation, The Wilderness Society, National 

Audubon Society, and National Wildlife Federation make similar arguments.  Plaintiffs 

contend that the Department and BLM violated FLPMA and NEPA when issuing BLM’s 

lease prioritization IM and the Secretary’s memorandum directing BLM to implement the 

recommendations in its August 4, 2017, GRSG report. Plaintiffs also challenge six oil and 

gas lease sales in Montana, Nevada, and Wyoming, making FLPMA and NEPA arguments 

similar to those raised in Western Watersheds Project. 

  

SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS: 

  

Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance v. US DOI, et al. (W.D. Wis.) - NPS Federal Lands to Parks' 

Approval of a Change of Use of Wisconsin Recreation Area- Grant of Summary Judgment to 

NPS 
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On May 4, the Court granted summary judgment to the National Park Service, dismissing 

Plaintiff Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance's allegations that NPS had violated the Federal 

Property Act and NEPA when it approved new higher-impact recreational uses on a property 

conveyed to the State of Wisconsin for public park and recreation uses.  The park had previously 

been used for hiking, birding, and other low-impact activities; new uses include dog training and 

motorcycle events.  The court held that the new uses are appropriate under the "public park and 

recreation" standard for which the NPS conveyed the land, and that the NPS complied with 

NEPA through a documented categorical exclusion. 

  

Cachil Dehe Band of Wintun Indians of the Colusa Indian Community. v. Zinke, et al. (9th Cir.); 

Citizens for a Better Way, et al. v. Zinke, et al. (9th Cir.) 

On May 2, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed the district court’s decision in favor of 

the Department in an action seeking to enjoin the BIA from taking land into trust for Estom 

Yumeka Maidu Tribe of the Enterprise Rancheria for gaming purposes.  The Colusa and Citizens 

actions were consolidated in district court and heard before the Ninth Circuit in a combined oral 

argument. The Court held that the Department had statutory authority under the Indian 

Reorganization Act (IRA) to take land into trust for Enterprise.  The Court further held that, 

pursuant 25 C.F.R. § 151.11(a), the Secretary properly considered Enterprise’s “need” for the 

land. The Court rejected plaintiffs’ challenges based on the IGRA. The panel held that the BIA 

properly consulted with Colusa, and denied Colusa’s claims that the Department’s regulations 

defining “nearby” as within twenty-five miles are invalid. The Court also held that the 

Secretary’s finding that the proposed casino project would not be “detrimental to the surrounding 

community,” 25 U.S.C. § 2719(b)(1)(A), was not arbitrary and capricious. Although the 

Department concluded that casinos closest to the proposed gaming facility are expected to 

experience a loss in revenue, Colusa did not argue that it would represent a detrimental loss. 

Further, the Court found that it is within the expertise of the Agency to determine the likelihood 

required mitigation measures will be followed. The Court also rejected plaintiffs’ claims under 

NEPA. The Final Environmental Impact Statement’s purpose and need statement was not 

artificially limited, and Colusa waived any argument that Interior’s failed to consider its 

proposed alternatives. 

  

Wildlands Defense v. Seesholtz, (D. Idaho) 

On May 4, the Court denied plaintiffs' motion for a preliminary injunction in this challenge to 

post-fire rehabilitation and timber sale projects on the Boise National Forest.  The Court 

determined that the plaintiffs "have not raised serious questions on the merits" in their challenge 

to the Forest Service (FS) decision and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (FWS’) ESA 

concurrence. 

  

Board of County Commissioners of the County of San Miguel, Colorado v. U.S. Bureau of Land 

Management (D. Colo.) - NEPA, ESA, and FLPMA Challenge to Oil and Gas Leasing  

Federal defendants filed a partial motion to dismiss the ESA claims on December 15, 2017.  A 

hearing on the partial motion to dismiss was held on May 2.  The court concluded that the 

motion was premature, denied it “at this time,” and expressed the view that jurisdictional 

discovery would be helpful. The parties and the court agreed on an alternative approach in which 

BLM will prepare the administrative record and provide it to petitioners for review, before the 

parties raise and the court addresses the potential issue of the appropriateness of discovery.    
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PetroMex, LLC v. United States (Fed. Cl.) - Breach of Contract 

On April 30, United States Court of Claims Senior Judge denied both the plaintiff's and 

government's cross motions for summary judgment on PetroMex breach of contract complaint. 

Petro Mex is seeking in excess of $5 million in damages for BLM's attempted termination an oil 

and gas lease while operations and production were suspended in August 2009 for environmental 

considerations.  The Judge found issues of fact related to the government's statute of limitations 

and material breach prior to termination claims, so that he could not rule on summary judgment 

for the government.  He also denied plaintiff's cross motion for summary judgment finding no 

issue preclusion from a previous Interior Board of Land Appeal (IBLA) ruling.  In his order 

Judge Hodges required the parties to submit a joint status report on or before May 11, proposing 

a schedule for expert witness discovery on damages and other pre-trial dates, so that the parties 

can prepare for trial at the earliest date possible.  

  

OTHER LITIGATION MATTERS: 

   

San Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District v. United States (Fed. Cl.)  

On June 12, 2017, the San Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District (SCIDD) filed a suit against 

BIA alleging breach of contract, breach of implied covenant of good faith and fair dealing, and 

breach of trust and fiduciary duty.  SCIDD’s complaint relates to the operation and maintenance 

costs assessed annually by BIA through the San Carlos Irrigation Project, a federal irrigation 

project that provides irrigation water to public and private lands and lands within the Gila River 

Indian Community.  The answer was filed on September 1, 2017, and discovery is on-going.  A 

joint status report is due May 18. 

  

John Miller v. United States (D. Nev.) 

This is a $750,000 Federal Tort Claims Act (FTCA) case filed by a former Reno-Sparks Indian 

Colony police officer alleging BIA was negligent in his allegedly wrongful termination.  

Pursuant to a March 15, order, Plaintiff filed a second amended complaint on April 4.  The 

United States filed a motion to dismiss on May 2.  In the meantime, Magistrate Judge Cobb 

issued a scheduling order on April 30 requiring the parties to complete discovery on or before 

September 11.   

   

  

United States v. Jon Saltzman (OHA - Hearings Division) 

On June 8, 2017, BLM filed two contests alleging that seven mining claims were void ab initio 

because they had been fraudulently located as association placer claims.  BLM discovered the 

violations while conducting validity examinations to determine if Appellant had property 

interests in the claims, pursuant to Court of Federal Claims order in Saltzman v. United States, 

No. 13-1014L (Fed. Cl), in which Appellant asserted that BLM’s annual maintenance fee 

increase is a taking.  Appellant filed “Cross-Motions to Dismiss” in December 2017.  OHA 

denied the motions on May 1.  OHA is expected to set a conference call in the very near future to 

discuss procedural options, including whether an evidentiary hearing is necessary. 

  

Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) v. Zinke (D. Alaska) - Pacific Walrus 
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The government’s answer is due May 10.  On March 8, CBD filed its complaint challenging the 

Service’s determination that listing the Pacific walrus as threatened or endangered is not 

warranted at this time.   

 

.  

  

Friends of Alaska National Wildlife Refuges, Wilderness Society, et al. v. Zinke (D. Alaska) - 

Izembek Land Exchange 

On May 3, the government filed its answer to the amended complaint.  The following day, the 

Court issued an order granting Defendant-Intervenor status to the King Cove Corporation, the 

Aleutians East Borough, the City of King Cove, the Aadaagux Tribal Council, the Native Village 

of Belkofski, and the City of Cold Bay.  Plaintiff is challenging the Secretary’s planned land 

exchange with the King Cove Corporation within the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge.  

  

Sturgeon v. Frost (Supreme Court) 

The United States' response to plaintiff's petition for writ of cert was filed on May 7.  At issue is 

a Ninth Circuit decision affirming NPS's authority to regulate hovercraft use on certain waters 

within the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) Conservation System 

Units in Alaska.  Citing the Katie John precedent, the Ninth Circuit held that the United States 

has an implied reservation of water rights in the Nation River, rendering it "public lands" for 

purposes of ANILCA. 

  

Northern Alaska Environmental Center, et al. v. Ryan Zinke, et al.  

On May 4, the U.S. District Court for the District of Alaska approved the parties’ Joint Motion 

for Case Management and Scheduling in this lawsuit involving a NEPA challenge to BLM’s 

2017 NPR-A lease sale.  Assuming no challenge to the administrative record is taken, which was 

filed on May 4.  Plaintiffs’ opening summary judgment brief is due June 4th, followed by the 

United States’ response brief due on July 24, (which is to also serve as a cross-motion for 

summary judgment) and Plaintiffs’ reply brief due on August 7.  This lawsuit is similar to one 

filed the same day by another coalition of environmental groups (Natural Resources Defense 

Council et al. v. Ryan Zinke et al), which challenges the NEPA adequacy of BLM’s 2016 and 

2017 NPR-A lease sales on other grounds.  The court-approved briefing schedules for both cases 

are identical.  

  

Triumvirate, LLC v. Zinke (AK District Court) - Challenge to Special Recreation Permit 

On May 1, the Alaska district court granted in part the government’s motion to dismiss.  

Plaintiff, a commercial helicopter skiing operator with a permit to take clients to the Tordrillo 

and Neacola Mountains in southcentral Alaska, filed a complaint and a motion for preliminary 

injunction in which it challenged BLM’s decision to give a similar permit to a competing 

helicopter skiing business for the same area.  Plaintiff’s only remaining claims relate to his 

contention of increased safety risks and a procedural claim for lack of opportunity to comment, 

both arising under FLPMA.  The Court will hear oral argument on these claims at a future date 

yet to be determined. 

  

In re. ATP Oil & Gas Corp. (S.D. Tx Bankr) - Offshore Bankruptcy 
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On May 3, Sojitz Energy Venture Inc. filed an adversary proceeding in the ATP bankruptcy case 

seeking a declaratory judgment that it has no obligation to decommission the facilities on Ship 

Shoal Lease Block 358 (SS 358).  Sojitz argues that the government used funds set aside in a 

lease specific trust account with ATP that covered SS 358 to decommission another lease and by 

doing so impaired its subrogation rights and breached the earlier trust (to which Sojitz was not a 

party).  Sojitz also argues that the Department of the Interior (DOI) failed to properly investigate 

the financial health of the company to which the lease was assigned and to enforce the bureau’s 

security requirements. The government’s response is due June 1. 

 

Clean Air Council v. U.S. (E.D. Pa.) - Climate Change 

The United States filed our reply to plaintiff’s opposition to our motion to dismiss on May 3. We 

are awaiting the court’s order scheduling oral argument.  Plaintiffs are an environmental group 

and two children.  This case is similar to the Juliana case in the District of Oregon, but these 

plaintiffs are more focused on this Administration’s policy changes that they allege violate their 

constitutional rights and the public trust doctrine. 

  

Integrated Security Solutions, Inc. B-416294.1 (GAO) – Probable Corrective Action 

On April 23, Integrated Security Solutions (ISS) has challenged BIA’s award of a contract 

related to replacing analog surveillance equipment at the Northern Cheyenne Adult Jail.  ISS 

believes that it should have been the awardee due to having the lowest cost and high technical 

rating and that BIA's evaluation was flawed in multiple ways.   

 

.  The agency report is due to the Government Accounting Office (GAO) on May 23. 

  

Sierra Club, et al. v. National Park Service, et al.; Defenders of Wildlife, et al. v. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, et al. (Atlantic Coast Pipeline) 

A moot court in preparation for oral argument in this challenge to FWS' Biological Opinion and 

National Park Services’ (NPS') Right-of-way (ROW) permit for the Atlantic Coast Pipeline is 

being held on May 7.  Oral argument is anticipated before the Fourth Circuit on May 10.  

Appellants, Sierra Club, et al. assert that the NPS lacked authority to issue the ROW permits and 

that FWS improperly used a habitat surrogate in determining acceptable take under the ESA. 

  

Amerikohl Mining, Inc. v. Zinke (W.D. Pa.) 

On April 27, the DOJ and DOI representatives met with the Amerikohl representatives to 

mediate this litigation.  The case is a request for judicial review of the IBLA’s August 31, 2017, 

affirmance of two Notices of Violation and the failure-to-abate Cessation Order issued to the 

permittee by Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) for failure to 

provide adequate sedimentation controls and for associated effluent violations at the cited surface 

coal mining operation.  The principal issue in the case was whether timbering conducted by the 

landowner was independent of the mining operation, or connected to it, providing the regulatory 

authorities jurisdiction to enforce the surface mining regulatory program.  The decision found the 

factual findings of the Administrative Law Judge that the landowner cooperated with and 

coordinated the timbering with the permittee, cutting the timber only on the mine footprint and in 

compliance with an Indiana bat protection and enhancement plan issued to the permittee, was 

supported by the record.  An agreement in principle was reached pending confirmation of 
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abatement of the violations.  OSM agreed to waive civil penalties in exchange for withdrawal of 

the appeal, thus, preserving the precedent. 

  

Pacific Rivers v. Bureau of Land Management (D. Or.) - BLM land use plans for BLM Western 

Oregon lands; FWS and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ESA Section 7 

Consultations 

This case involves ESA, NEPA, and Oregon & California Lands Act claims brought by 

conservation group plaintiffs and timber industry intervenors challenging two BLM’s Records of 

Decision/Resource Management Plans (RMPs) for western Oregon.  On May 15, the United 

States will file cross-motions for summary judgment on plaintiffs' claims and intervenors' cross-

claims. 

  

NON-LITIGATION MATTERS: 

  

Enforcement Issues - Justice Companies 

Members of the Knoxville Field Solicitor’s Office and Division of Mineral Resources continue 

to advise OSMRE regarding new violations on the part of the Justice Companies and 

enforcement options.  OSMRE is in the process of referring several Tennessee violations to 

SOL-KNX for alternative enforcement of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 

1977 (SMCRA), pursuant to 30 C.F.R. § 847.16.  We have started the process of identifying all 

individual agents of the permittees who are personally liable for abating SMCRA violations 

under the holding in United States v. Dix Fork Coal Co., 692 F.2d 436, (6th Cir. 1982).  OSM is 

planning to meet with state regulatory authorities who are dealing with similar problems, initiate 

an ownership and control investigation, issue preliminary findings of ownership and control, 

inform the Justice Companies’ surety of issues on permit sites, and issue a show cause order to 

the permittee.  The Solicitor’s Office is drafting investigative subpoenas to be issued by OSMRE 

pursuant to SMCRA Section 201(c) and INF-5 and preparing additional briefing materials for 

management.   

  

Implementation of the Blackfeet Water Rights Settlement 

Under procedures developed by the SIWRO, the Division of Water Resources (DWR) provides 

support in the implementation of this recently enacted settlement, including drafting various 

documents necessary for the Secretary's execution of the settlement agreement and related 

documents.  As part of this process, the Solicitor’s Office requests formal concurrence from the 

Department of Justice in our view that the Secretary can execute the underlying settlement 

agreement and associated waivers of claims.  DWR sent the final, signed concurrence letter to 

DOJ on April 18, 2018, and we await DOJ’s response.  Meanwhile, DWR will provide a draft 

recommendation from SOL to the Secretary to the Front Office for review and finalization.  

SIWRO advises that a signing ceremony will be scheduled for mid-June and wants to expedite a 

final package through SOL and Executive Secretariat for surnaming by all relevant bureaus.  

  

Klamath Project Drought Relief 

DWR is working with Reclamation to implement the Reclamation Spend Plan for Klamath Basin 

drought activities.  Reclamation will provide a list of drought response activities, and DWR will 

review those activities in light of Reclamation’s existing authorities.  
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Southeastern and Southwestern Missouri Lead Mining District Natural Resources Damage 

Assessment and Restoration (NRDAR) -Return of Restoration Funds for Reuse 

DOI’s Missouri State NRDAR Co-Trustee returned certain unspent funds that were originally 

intended for restoration activities within the State Parks that were proposed by the State.  The 

Missouri co-trustees returned approximately $400,000 to DOI and Missouri’s joint account in the 

Natural Resources Damages Assessment and Restoration Fund. Missouri has decided to 

undertake the State Park restoration work with Missouri Department of Natural Resources 

funding, and work with DOI to re-program the returned funds for restoration projects under the 

existing restoration plan that address injuries caused by heavy-metal releases in Francois County 

and in the Big River riparian corridor. 

  

California Bill S.B. 50 (Conveyances of Federal Land) 

S.B. 50, which became effective on January 1, requires that the State must be provided with the 

right of first refusal before the United States conveys federal land or interests in land in the State 

of California.  On April 2, DOJ filed a Complaint challenging the constitutionality of S.B. 50.  

The State’s Answer to the Complaint is due May 8.  On April 27, the State Lands Commission 

published draft regulations to implement S.B. 50 and is accepting comments through May 11.  

The regulations considerably narrow the scope of conveyances that would be subject to a right of 

first refusal because they would define a fairly wide range of “routine” transactions.  We have 

also learned that New York is considering legislation (Assembly Bill 8797 and Senate Bill 7869) 

that largely mirrors S.B. 50, but with a more narrowly tailored definition of federal land 

conveyances that would be subject to a right of first refusal.  

  

Mountain Valley Pipeline 

Protests:  two protesters remain encamped in trees, blocking necessary tree clearing and 

construction activities.  A Virginia state senator sued the FS this week challenging the FS’ 

issuance of closure orders and prohibition of access to the protest sites. 

  

Sierra Club v. U.S. DOI and Wilderness Society v. U.S. BLM (4th Cir.) 

Attorneys from the Solicitor's Office and representatives of BLM participated in a moot in 

advance of oral arguments on May 8.  

  

Tennessee Primacy and Reclamation Act 

The governor of Tennessee signed legislation to make the Tennessee Department of 

Environment and Conservation (TDEC) the primary regulatory authority in Tennessee for the 

enforcement of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act.  The Act requires the state to 

seek and receive federal funds for the initial development of a state program prior to initiating a 

rulemaking process that would serve as the basis for Tennessee's request to OSMRE to assume 

primacy. 

  

Rulemaking - NPS Wildlife Harvest Regulations 

NPS is finalizing a proposed rule to amend its regulations for sport hunting and trapping in 

national preserves in Alaska by removing regulatory provisions issued in 2015 that prohibit 

certain sport hunting practices that are otherwise permitted by the State of Alaska.  The 

anticipated publication date is May 25.  The rule being amended is presently the subject of three 
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consolidated cases filed in 2017 in the District Court of Alaska (3:17-cv-00013-SLG State of 

Alaska v. Zinke, et al.). 

  

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) Production Safety Systems Rule  

The Solicitor’s Office completed its surnaming of this rule package (including preamble, 

regulatory text, Regulatory Impacts Analysis, and Environmental Assessment) through the 

Acting Solicitor on May 4.  Upon Department surnaming of all final documents through the 

Deputy Secretary, the package will be transmitted to the Executive Secretariat and on to the 

Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to commence the OMB review process.   

  

Offshore Renewable Streamlining Rule 

The Solicitor’s Office continues to participate in Bureau of Ocean Energy Management’s 

(BOEM’s) working group for this rule, which has recently begun to draft the proposed regulatory 

text.  BOEM has requested that the working group complete its initial draft by December 2018.  

  

OSMRE Regulatory Program ESA Section 7 Consultation 

On May 10, Division of Mineral Resources (DMR) and Division of Parks and Wildlife (DPW) 

attorneys will attend a meeting with Interstate Mining Compact Commission (IMCC) and 

various state representatives to discuss OSMRE’s decision to reinitiate section 7 consultation 

under the ESA for its Title V regulatory programs.   

  

Atlantic G&G Environmental Assessments (EAs) Review 

On May 4, DMR received four EAs that the BOEM has prepared for four Atlantic G&G Permit 

applications currently under review. The client has requested our comments by May 11. 

 

5-Year Program Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Review 

On May 7, DMR received portions of the PEIS that BOEM is preparing for the 2019-2024 

Program. The client has requested our comments by May 11. 

  

Proposed U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)–Colorado School of Mines (CSM) Cooperative 

Agreement 

Last week, we advised USGS program and contracting leadership that a proposed cooperative 

agreement with CSM in which USGS eventually will move over a hundred scientific and 

technical personal into a new facility to be built by CSM appears to be within USGS’ authority.  

 

 

 

 

  

Review of Semiquintcentennial Commission Secretariat selection 

We have reviewed for legal sufficiency and provided some edits and comments on the proposed 

competitively awarded agreement with the Civil War Trust, led by NPS’ acquisition office, 

under the competitive process as directed by the 2016 U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission Act.   

  

Chief of Police (COP) In-Service at Federal Law Enforcement Training Center (FLETC) 
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SOL attorneys taught several classes at the COP In-Service for the Indian Police Academy (IPA) 

in Artesia, New Mexico from May 1 through May 4.  These classes included a legal update on 

issues that the Office of Justice Services (OJS) had faced throughout the year and how to write 

correspondence.  The attorneys also participated in the Director's Run and attended the Indian 

Country Law Enforcement Memorial, where diverse DOI and BIA senior leaders spoke, 

including Acting Assistant Security-IA, John Tahsuda, and Director of the DOI Office of Law 

Enforcement and Security, Darren Cruzan.  This year's memorial was especially poignant as 

Navajo Officer Huston Largo, the officer murdered in United States v. Cleveland, the criminal 

case that SOL opined on early last year, was honored along with his family members who were 

in attendance.  The attorneys have been invited back to train OJS Internal Affairs Division on 

report writing.  

 

 30-60 Day Look-Ahead 

  

No update provided.  

 

 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE AND PARKS  

 

Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Hearings, and Travel  

  

From May 14-18, Susan Combs, Senior Advisor to the Secretary, exercising the authority of the 

Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, will be in the office. 

 

On May 15-17, Deputy Assistant Secretary Aurelia Skipwith will be on travel in Mississippi 

speaking at Southern Company’s 15th Annual Partner Stewardship Meeting co-hosted by 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. 

 

On May 14-18, Deputy Assistant Secretary Ryan Hambleton will be in the office. 

 

On May 15, NPS Deputy Director Dan Smith will attend the Captain John Smith Trail Advisory 

Council meeting at the Jamestowne Visitor Center in Virginia. On May 19, Dan Smith will 

conduct a site visit to Camp Nelson in Kentucky and attend the listening session being held by 

Representative Andy Barr (R-KY-6). 

 

Immediate Announcements and Actions (within the next 14 days) 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

[NEW] On May 10, FWS’s Nebraska Ecological Services Field Office met with Department of 

State and its third party consultant (Potomac Hudson Engineering) to discuss the Keystone XL 

Pipeline Environmental Assessment and Biological Assessment in Nebraska.  The agenda 

included discussion of the project and schedule, review of species data and information needs, 

and next steps including schedule of meetings with stakeholders including TransCanada and 

Bureau of Land Management.  (05/09/2018) 
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[NEW] On or after May 10, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a Notice of Intent 

informing the public that we are no longer considering preparation of a programmatic 

environmental impact statement to evaluate a proposed rule to authorize incidental take under the 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). The December 22, 2017, DOI Solicitor’s Opinion M-37050 

concluded that the MBTA’s prohibition on pursuing, hunting, taking, capturing, killing or 

attempting to so the same applies only to direct and affirmative purposeful actions that reduce 

migratory birds, their eggs, or their nests, by killing or capturing, to human control,” and does 

not apply to incidental take; therefore rulemaking to regulate incidental take, which we 

announced in May 2015, is no longer necessary. No outreach is planned. FWS will develop 

talking points to answer media and stakeholder questions should they arise. (05/09/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] The week of May 14, FWS will announce updated eagle priors and seek comment on 

several options for applying them. “Priors” are inputs for the collision risk model (CRM) FWS 

uses to estimate eagle fatalities at wind energy facilities. In the 2016 final rule revising the eagle 

incidental take permit regulations, FWS committed to update the golden eagle priors and explore 

whether sufficient data exist to develop separate bald eagle exposure and collision priors. The 

revised priors incorporate much more data than the original priors; enough to create species-

specific priors. The updated collision prior is slightly lower than the current prior for golden 

eagles and higher for bald eagles. No outreach is planned. Responsive talking points will be 

available for if asked questions. (Updated 05/09/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On May 15, FWS will announce a final determination on the proposal to reclassify 

the Tobusch fishhook cactus from endangered to threatened. This plant species has shown 

significant recovery due in part to collaborative conservation efforts with partners. Supporters of 

this action include the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, the Texas Department of 

Transportation, the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, and The Nature Conservancy. FWS 

has gained positive coverage on downlisting proposals, and anticipates more interest when this 

final determination is announced. A communications plan has been developed. It includes 

outreach to congressional offices, local and state officials and stakeholders. A news release to 

media and posting information on social media are planned.  (Updated 05/09/2018) 

 

On or around May 15, FWS will publish a proposal to establish annual hunting regulations for 

certain migratory game birds for the 2019-20 hunting season. This is the first step in the annual 

regulatory cycle. The FWS Regulations Committee will recommend the final frameworks at their 

October meeting. Planned outreach includes congressional and stakeholder notifications. No 

news release is planned. Responsive talking points will be available for if asked questions. 

(04/11/2018) 

 

[NEW] On May 17 and 19 in Anchorage, Alaska, FWS Principal Deputy Director Greg Sheehan, 

DOI Deputy Chief of Staff Mike Argo, and others will commemorate the 75th anniversary of the 

Battle of Attu at the Alaska Maritime NWR, the only WWII battle fought on U.S. soil . Planned 

outreach includes a regional news release, web postings and social media, as well as targeted 

outreach to local media.  

 

Between May 20-25, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a proposed rule and open a 30-

day public comment period on the 2018-19 Refuge-Specific Hunting and Sport Fishing 
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Regulations. The proposed rule would open up to 30 various national wildlife refuges to hunting 

and/or sport fishing for the first time and expand hunting and fishing opportunities at others. 

Outreach is planned to include a national news release when the Federal Register notice is 

published and notifications to members of Congress in affected districts, with some stakeholder 

outreach. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

[NEW] On May 21-25, FWS will host 28 youth from around the country, part of the Career 

Discovery Internship Program (CDIP), in Philadelphia at the John Heinz National Wildlife 

Refuge at Tinicum, for a week of training before they head to various field stations for summer 

internships. CDIP is FWS' award winning program in partnership with the Student Conservation 

Association, that introduces culturally and ethnically diverse youth into the field of conservation. 

(05/09/2018) 

 

[NEW] On May 29-31, 13 Hispanic Access Foundation (HAF) interns will be attending 

orientation in DC to prepare for their summer positions with FWS in the Northeast Region, 

Midwest Region and HQ.  The Hispanic Access Foundation is a non-profit organization that 

helps connect Hispanic communities with civic engagement.  FWS is working with HAF to 

employ Hispanic youth through internships. (05/09/2018) 

 

National Park Service 

 

On May 11, Glacier National Park expects to have a signed Finding of No Significant Impact for 

the Sperry Chalet Next 100 Years Project. The park expects to issue a press release on May 13 

with this update. The EA will identify the NPS' preferred alternative, which is to use existing 

remnant walls to rebuild the structure, replicating and retaining as many historic character 

features as is practicable, and achieving some modernization in design. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] By May 15, the NPS expects to release a prospectus for five concession contracts to 

provide cruise ship services at Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve. Two of the contracts are 

set aside for the two historic operators identified through the Alaska National Interest Lands 

Conservation Act (ANILCA) legislation. Cruise ship services contracts have been awarded since 

1980 on a 10 year basis. New contract terms are similar to previous contracts, shaped in 

accordance with both Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve-specific legislation and NPS law 

and policy. Contracts will be awarded by late October, 2019. The prospectus is in DOI review. 

(Updated 5/9/2018) 

 

On May 15, Rock Creek Park will host a public meeting at the Silver Spring Library to share 

information about the ongoing rehabilitation of Beach Drive. Staff from the Federal Highway 

Administration, the DC Department of Transportation, DC Water, and the NPS National Capital 

Region will discuss the current status and the upcoming work on Segment 4 of the project. 

Segment 4 is the final part of the project and is expected to be finalized in Fall 2019. 

(05/02/2018) 

 

[NEW]  Between approximately May 15 - June 15, a section of an off-road vehicle (ORV) route 

near Cape Point at Cape Hatteras National Seashore may close if nearby nesting piping plover 

and American oystercatcher eggs hatch.  Cape Point, a popular fishing and shelling location that 
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became known as "Shelly Island" during summer 2017, closes temporarily almost every summer 

through the end of August to allow for several species of shorebirds to complete nesting.  

Although Cape Point may close temporarily, the Seashore expects that the majority of ORV 

routes — more than 20 miles — will be accessible. (5/9/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] From May 15-29, Rock Creek Park will issue a prospectus and begin accepting 

proposals from vendors to provide equestrian and related services at the park’s horse center in 

Washington D.C. under a new 10-year concession contract. Services sought include private horse 

boarding, therapeutic riding programs, instructional camps, guided trail rides and riding lessons. 

The closing date for proposals will be late June. (Updated 5/9/2018) 

 

On May 15-16, the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail Advisory Council 

will hold a public meeting in Jamestown, Virginia. This will be the Council's final meeting since 

trail advisory councils are only authorized for 10 years under the National Trails System Act. 

Deputy Director Dan Smith plans to attend the first day. (04/12/18) 

 

[NEW] On May 16, Manassas National Battlefield Park will host a consulting parties meeting to 

discuss the process for interring the remains of two Union soldiers that were recently discovered 

at the park.  The agencies and stakeholders include the U.S. Army, the Advisory Council on 

Historic Preservation, and the Virginia Department of Historic Resources. (5/9/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] By May 18, it is anticipated that the Secretary of the Interior will appointment three 

new members to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review Committee, a 

Federal Advisory committee.  Each nominee was selected based on his or her experience and 

pursuant to the requirements in the enabling legislation. The Review Committee monitors and 

reviews repatriation activities, makes recommendations to the Secretary, and reports annually to 

Congress on the implementation of the Act. (Updated 5/9/2018) 

 

By May 18, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA) expects to issue the Final 

Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact for the Muir Woods National 

Monument Salmon Habitat Enhancement and Bridge Replacement Project. The selected 

alternative will restore aquatic habitat degraded by riprap that was placed along the creek banks 

in the 1930s and replace four deteriorated pedestrian bridges that were installed in the 1990s.  

The project implements part of the 2014 General Management Plan/Environmental Impact 

Statement. The projects themselves are not expected to be controversial, but there is public 

interest in ensuring that NPS schedules its projects to reduce cumulative impacts from planned 

construction work in the area by the Marin County Department of Public Works and the Federal 

Highways Works Administration. (04/25/18) 

 

[NEW] On May 19, Perry’s Victory and International Peace Memorial (Ohio) will reopen the 

memorial to the public following a yearlong closure for restoration and repairs, reducing the 

park’s deferred maintenance obligation by more than $4 million. The projects included 

repointing the exterior masonry, removing efflorescence, replacing broken interior wall tile, and 

rehabilitating five exterior bronze doors. These deferred maintenance projects were paid for with 

entrance fee revenue and Line Item Construction funding. The park will hold a ribbon cutting 

event with several elected officials or their staff in attendance.  (5/9/2018) 
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Between May 19 - 23, the NPS will participate in the largest travel industry trade show in the 

country, IPW, in Denver, Colorado. The show focuses on international travel to the United 

States.  The NPS has scheduled appointments with 100+ international tour operators to discuss 

outdoor recreation opportunities on park lands, policy, regulatory requirements, fees, and other 

issues. The NPS participates alongside a team of Federal agencies including DOI, FWS, BLM, 

BIA, Commerce Department, State Department, that engage with the tourism sector. DOI Office 

of Intergovernmental and External Affairs will also be participating. (05/02/2018) 

 

[NEW] On May 19, Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve will be celebrating Armed 

Forces Day in coordination with volunteers from The Mission Continues and National Parks 

Conservation Association.  This one day event will focus on repairing portions of the popular 

Bluff Trail, which receives more than 500,000 hikers per year and also serves as a segment of the 

Pacific Northwest Trail. (5/9/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On or about May 21, Saguaro National Park will close a two week public comment 

period for an Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze impacts of the continued traditional 

harvesting of Saguaro Fruit and Cholla Buds by the Tohono O'odham Nation within Park 

boundaries. This EA is a requirement of the August 2016 NPS rule, Gathering of Certain Plants 

by Federally Recognized Indian Tribes for Traditional Purposes (36 CFR 2.6), to establish a 

management framework for tribes to gather certain plant parts within NPS units for traditional 

purposes. The harvesting of Saguaro Fruit and Cholla Buds is a long standing tradition of the 

tribal members.  (Updated 5/9/2018) 

 

On May 21, Mount Rainier National Park will issue a news release announcing the availability of 

the Paradise Cellular Environmental Assessment (EA) Finding of No Significant Impact. The 

selected action will issue right-of-way permits to Verizon Wireless and T-Mobile, and provide 

conditional approval of AT&T’s proposal to co-locate wireless communication facilities in the 

Jackson Visitor Center at Paradise. The cellular facilities will be concealed in the attic of the 

visitor center and will not involve the construction of towers. The NPS received 893 comments 

on the EA, with approximately 70% opposed to the service. Comments opposed to the proposal 

emphasized the protection of national parks and wildernesses from wireless signals, with many 

assuming a cell tower would be constructed. Those in favor emphasized safety, and the benefits 

of improved communication including convenience, coordination, education, and timely 

notification of hazards. The NPS determined that cellular service at Paradise will benefit the 

public by improving communication between the NPS and the public, and between park visitors, 

in the most intensely used and developed district of the park. (04/25/2018) 

 

On May 22, pending an updated wage determination from Department of Labor (DOL), Golden 

Gate National Recreation Area’s General Agreement and associated draft leases for the long-

term use of Pier 31 ½ as the Alcatraz ferry embarkation site will be considered by the San 

Francisco Port Commission for approval. This item was before the commission on February 27; 

however, commissioners continued the vote in response to concerns raised by labor unions about 

the concession contract DOL wage determination and other labor-related issues. Concurrently 

the NPS is working on a Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Sausalito (with 

notification to Congressman Jared Huffman’s office (D-2-CA)) summarizing common 
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understandings related to the potential expansion of ferry passenger service to Fort Baker 

described in the Alcatraz Island Passenger Ferry Service Prospectus. Prospectus link 

(Updated 5/2/2018) 

 

May 23 is the final day for internal review comments on the Yuma Crossing Quartermaster 

Depot Reconnaissance Survey.  The NPS has prepared this reconnaissance survey at the request 

of Senator John McCain to evaluate the Yuma Quartermaster Depot in Yuma, Arizona as a 

potential unit of the National Park System.  The purpose of a reconnaissance survey is to provide 

a preliminary evaluation of a resource and to recommend whether an authorization for a Special 

Resource Study fully evaluating the resource should be considered by the U.S. Congress.  This 

reconnaissance survey report discusses national significance and presents preliminary findings 

on suitability, feasibility, and the need for direct NPS management. Additionally, in response to a 

special request from Senator McCain, the survey also provides a preliminary analysis of the 

interpretive approach outlined in a master plan prepared by the Yuma Crossing National 

Heritage Area. (5/2/2018) 

 

On May 23, the public comment period will close on Antietam National Battlefield’s Visitor 

Access and Circulation Plan/Environmental Assessment (Plan/EA). The purpose of the Plan/EA 

is to evaluate the implementation of strategies to improve visitor access and circulation at the 

park. This Plan/EA also serves as an amendment to the 1992 Antietam National Battlefield 

General Management Plan, taking into account newly acquired lands not previously considered 

in the general management plan and evolving management decisions regarding the visitor center 

and several Battlefield tour roads. http://parkplanning.nps.gov/ANTICirculationPlan  (Updated 

04/25/2018) 

On May 25, public comments for the National Mall and Memorial Parks’ renewal of two 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits are due to the EPA. The permit for the 

World War II Memorial allows for stormwater discharge from the memorial pools and fountains 

into the Tidal Basin; the permit for the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool allows for the 

discharge of treated water to and from the Tidal Basin. If no substantive comments are received 

by the EPA (and none are expected), the permits will go into effect by June 24. (05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] By May 25, a spending plan will be developed and submitted to the Department for 

approval for the new Historic Preservation Fund grant program subgrant program (yet to be 

named).  Five million in physical preservation funding was passed as part of the FY 2018 budget 

to grant "block grant" funding to organizations that will subgrant funding to historic properties of 

national, State, and local significance listed in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of 

Historic Places.  Development of a spending plan was mandated in the appropriations language.  

Preservation partners may have questions about the stage of development of this program. 

(Updated 5/9/2018) 

By May 26, pending Departmental approval, the NPS will publish a Federal Register notice 

announcing that the Department has authorized the preparation of a World Heritage nomination 

for the Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks in Ohio.  With nine component properties including 

those that form Hopewell Culture National Historical Park, and others managed by the State of 

Ohio, this series of geometric mounds is approximately 2,000 years old.  The nomination file, 

which will take more than a year to draft, will be developed by local proponents in Ohio with 
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guidance from the NPS.  Upon completion and review, the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 

Fish and Wildlife and Parks will determine whether the nomination will be submitted to the 

World Heritage Committee.  (Updated 04/18/18). 

 

On May 26, Lassen Volcanic National Park will close its public comment period on alternatives 

for a Wilderness Stewardship Plan and Environmental Assessment (EA). The plan will provide a 

comprehensive strategy to ensure the preservation and enhancement of wilderness character in 

the park's designated wilderness and backcountry areas. The proposed action seeks to maintain 

unconfined recreational use while identifying and preserving resource values that the public 

seeks in this setting.  (Updated 5/2/2018) 

 

 

15-60 Day Look-Ahead    

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

On or around May 31, FWS and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) plan to send to the 

Federal Register a proposal to revise the regulations pertaining to interagency cooperation 

pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (50 CFR 402) and the procedures for listing 

of species and designation of critical habitat pursuant to section 4 of the Act (50 CFR 424). FWS 

will also propose to end the use of the 'blanket' 4(d) rule for newly listed threatened species (50 

CFR 17) to recognize the difference between endangered and threatened species and align with 

NMFS’ current practice. Planned outreach includes a national news release, emails and phone 

calls to congressional offices and stakeholders. The rules are currently undergoing interagency 

review though OMB-OIRA. (04/25/2018) 

 

[NEW] In late May, FWS is providing for public inspection the final supplemental 

environmental impact statement on the Montana Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation’s request to amend its 2010 Forested State Trust Lands Habitat Conservation Plan 

(HCP) and incidental take permit.  The amendment would authorize additional incidental take of 

the threatened grizzly bear, Canada lynx, bull trout and unlisted westslope cutthroat trout 

associated with forest management on 81,416 acres proposed to be added to the HCP.  Outreach 

is planned and includes a regional news release and congressional/stakeholder notifications. 

(05/09/2018) 

  

In late May, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final determination on the proposal to 

delist the Hidden Lake bluecurls, a plant in California, due to recovery. FWS does not expect 

opposition to the delisting. Primary stakeholders include California Department of Parks and 

Recreation Mount San Jacinto State Park. Planned outreach will include a national news release 

and notifications to stakeholders and members of Congress. A communications plan has been 

shared with DOI Comms. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

In late May, FWS will send a news release summarizing cross-fostering efforts of Mexican wolf 

pups to media and stakeholders. Typically FWS will not announce until a successful cross-foster 

event is completed. Last year, two pups were flown in but the den in the wild could not be 

located. On April 18, four 10-day old Mexican wolf pups were removed from a captive litter at 
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the Endangered Wolf Center in Eureka, Missouri and flown to Arizona. Two were inserted into a 

wild wolf pack’s den in Arizona, and two were inserted into a wild den in New Mexico. The 

Interagency Field Team will monitor the recipient packs through the summer to determine the 

success of these cross-fostering actions. FWS will continue to seek cross-fostering opportunities 

during the month of May. The Mexican wolf recovery team will only have a very short time (72 

- 48 hours) to get a cross-foster mission lined up for execution. Select reporters will be invited to 

attend the event. (Updated 05/02/2018)  

On or around June 1, FWS plans to publish in the Federal Register the final 2018-19 hunting 

regulations for certain migratory game birds. FWS annually prescribes frameworks, or outer 

limits, for dates and times when hunting may occur and the number of birds that may be taken 

and possessed in hunting seasons. These frameworks are necessary to allow state selections of 

seasons and limits and to allow recreational harvest at levels compatible with population and 

habitat conditions. Planned outreach includes congressional and stakeholder notifications. No 

news release is planned. Responsive talking points will be available for if asked questions. 

(04/11/2018) 

 

On or around June 1, the FWS anticipates the draft supplemental environmental impact statement 

for expanded public access to Rattlesnake Mountain on Hanford Reach National Monument, in 

Washington state, will be available for public review and comment. This is part of the required 

regulatory processes to provide public access to Rattlesnake Mountain, consistent with a 

mandate in the 2015 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA; P.L. 113-291). Section 3081 

of the NDAA states “the Secretary of the Interior shall provide public access to the summit of 

Rattlesnake Mountain for educational, recreational, historical, scientific, cultural, and other 

purposes, including (1) motor vehicle access; and (2) pedestrian and other non-motorized 

access.” The FWS established a Tribal Working Group with four local tribes and held public 

scoping meetings to address cultural concerns and to work through the process of Section 106 of 

the National Historic Preservation Act. The FWS is addressing National Environmental Policy 

Act compliance by drafting a supplement to the 2008 Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the 

Monument. Expanded public access will be controversial with tribes. FWS will continue 

outreach efforts to the tribes, media, and the public. A local news release is planned to alert the 

public that comment period is open. (Updated 03/28/2018) 

 

On or around June 1, pending approval by the Department, FWS plans to send to the Federal 

Register a Notice of Intent to prepare a draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 

(PEIS) addressing the potential impacts from four similar wind energy project habitat 

conservation plans in Hawaii. The HCPs were submitted to the Service in support of requests for 

permits authorizing the take of endangered or threatened species, under the Endangered Species 

Act. Due to similarities in the geography, impact, covered species, and proposed mitigation 

measures between these four wind energy projects the Service has determined that a combined 

PEIS is the most efficient and comprehensive approach for considering the cumulative impacts 

of these actions on the human environment. When the PEIS publishes, outreach is planned to 

include local public notifications through the web and social media, and notifications to members 

of Congress in Hawaii, with targeted stakeholder outreach. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

  

On June 1 and 2, representatives from FWS, U.S. Forest Service, Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources, and other partners will celebrate the proposal to delist Kirtland’s warbler. 
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The current Kirtland’s warbler population is estimated to be over 2,000 pairs, more than double 

the recovery goal. The Kirtland’s warbler population continues to grow and has exceeded 

recovery goals for the past 16 years. FWS is accepting comments on the proposal through July 

11. (04/25/2018) 

 

On or around June 8, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final determination on the 

proposal to list five Sri Lankan tarantula species as endangered. The species are in decline due to 

ongoing habitat loss, degradation, and the cumulative effects of this and other threat factors. This 

action is not expected to be controversial. Planned outreach will include web updates. (Updated 

05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On or around June 14, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a proposal to delist 

the Colorado butterfly plant due to recovery. This species is located in Colorado, Nebraska, and 

Wyoming. This action is not expected to be opposed. Outreach plans include a national news 

release, and an if-asked FAQs. Key stakeholders include private landowners, F.E. Warren Air 

Force Base, the City of Fort Collins, Colorado, and the BLM. (Updated 05/09/2018) 

 

On or around June 15, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register an action designating critical 

habitat for three plant species on Hawaii island and is correcting the maps for existing 

designations for an additional four species. FWS intends to exclude lands owned or managed by 

the Queen Liliuokalani Trust, the Department of Hawaiian Homelands, and other private 

landowners under 4(b)(2) of the Act. This action is not controversial. Interested stakeholders 

include the state of Hawaii and multiple state agencies, the county of Hawaii and various private 

landowners. Outreach includes a regional news release, social media, emails and phone calls to 

congressional offices and stakeholders mentioned above. (Updated 04/18/2018) 

  

[UPDATE] In response to a petition to delist the species, on or around June 15, FWS plans to 

send to the Federal Register a proposal to reclassify the American burying beetle from an 

endangered species to a threatened species. While the primary threats to the species have been 

ameliorated, ongoing threats remain. FWS will also propose a rule under section 4(d) tailoring 

prohibitions to those most likely to harm the American burying beetle and its habitats. The 

American burying beetle currently occurs in Arkansas, Kansas, Massachusetts, Nebraska, Ohio, 

Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South Dakota, and Texas. This finding will likely be opposed by the 

Center for Biological Diversity and Center for American Burying Beetle Conservation. It is also 

likely to be opposed by the petitioners, American Stewards of Liberty, the Independent 

Petroleum Association of America, the Texas Public Policy Foundation, and Dr. Steven W. 

Carothers, as they petitioned us to delist, not downlist the species. Outreach plans include a 

regional news release and congressional notifications. A communications plan has been drafted 

and will be shared with the appropriate offices. (Updated 05/09/2018) 

 

On or around June 15, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final determination on a 

proposed rule to list the hyacinth macaw as threatened. To address concerns raised by the pet 

trade industry, FWS is including a 4(d) rule that will allow for the import and export of parrots 

that meet certain criteria, as well as interstate commerce in this species without a permit. 

Stakeholders include the bird breeding community, Conservation International, The Nature 



19 

Conservancy, and World Wildlife Fund. Planned outreach will include a national news release 

and web updates. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On or around June 15, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final 

determination on a proposed reclassification of the southern Selkirk Mountains population of 

woodland caribou (endangered) by defining the entire Southern Mountain Caribou population as 

a distinct population segment (DPS) and listing it as endangered. In 2012, FWS designated 

critical habitat for the southern Selkirk Mountains population, which will remain unchanged. 

Several non-governmental organizations (International Fund for Wildlife, Kettle Range 

Conservation Group, Selkirk Conservation Alliance, Kootenai Environmental Alliance, Center 

for Biological Diversity, Idaho Conservation League) will likely view our final determination 

favorably. The Pacific Legal Foundation (and Bonner County as represented by PLF) is likely to 

challenge the determination. The State of Idaho may view the listing of the DPS and endangered 

determination unfavorably. Outreach includes a regional news release, social media, emails and 

phone calls. (Updated 05/09/2018) 

 

[NEW] On or around June 22, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a proposed revision of 

the existing NEP designation of red wolves in North Carolina under section 10(j) of the 

Endangered Species Act. FWS anticipates opposition from North Carolina Wildlife Resources 

Commission (NCWRC) (it has officially requested the termination of this NEP), the North 

Carolina Farm Bureau, and most private landowners with wolves using their property. Although 

national and local environmental groups will support the continuation of a NEP in North 

Carolina, they will likely oppose any alternative short of full protections under the Act and the 

proposed reduction in the size of the NEP. Interested stakeholders other than NCWRC include 

Defenders of Wildlife, the Red Wolf Coalition, Red Wolf Species Survival Plan cooperators, and 

other non-governmental organizations that support red wolf conservation. Some of these 

stakeholders have challenged the current red wolf program in court, and it is important to our 

defense of that case that we meet the target Federal Register date with this notice, as it will 

support an argument that the actions being challenged are about to be mooted out by this action. 

Outreach includes a news release, social media, emails and phone calls.  (05/09/2018) 

 

[NEW] On or around June 29, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a proposal to designate 

a nonessential experimental population of California condor in northern California and Oregon to 

contribute to meeting recovery goals for the species. This action is being taken in concert with 

the National Park Service and the Yurok Tribe in support of recovery goals for the condors.  The 

primary state agencies, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon Department of Fish 

and Wildlife, and California Department of Parks and Recreation, have expressed interest in 

condor recovery through participation in an MOU. There is a possibility that there may be some 

localized opposition to condor reintroduction in the area, but we do not foresee concerted 

opposition given California’s action banning the use of lead ammunition effective in 2019. FWS 

is considering how to address potential conflicts with logging, transmission lines, and wind 

turbines through the 10(j) rule. Planned outreach will include a regional news release and 

notification to stakeholders, tribes and members of Congress. Target date for submitting to the 

Federal Register is June 29, 2018. (05/09/2018) 
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[UPDATE] On or around June 29, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final listing 

determination for the meltwater lednian stonefly and the western glacier stonefly, located in 

Montana and Wyoming. Interested stakeholders include WildEarth Guardians, Xerces Society, 

Center for Biological Diversity and the states of Montana and Wyoming. The State of Wyoming 

has expressed opposition to the listing. Planned outreach will include a regional news release, 

web updates, and congressional/stakeholder notifications. (Updated 05/09/2018) 

  

[UPDATE] This summer, FWS in partnership with Arizona Game and Fish Department will 

propose expanding the black-footed ferret 10(j) designation to include all current and historical 

ferret habitat in Arizona. The 1996 Arizona 10(j) area was limited to the Aubrey Valley 

Experimental Population Area (AVEPA); successful reintroductions and subsequent population 

expansions has resulted in ferrets venturing outside of the AVEPA (as fully protected status). 

FWS consultation with affected tribes has been initiated. FWS will coordinate with AGFD to 

best approach and inform Arizona grassland residents and industry (livestock) groups. 

Communication planning will be conducted. (Updated 05/09/2018) 

  

National Park Service 

 

On or after May 28, the Tule Lake Unit of the WWII Valor in the Pacific National Monument 

will open a 30-day public comment period on the Tule Lake Jail Restoration Project 

Environmental Assessment. The proposed action would fully restore the exterior of the building, 

remove the freestanding shed and chain-link fence, restore or rehabilitate the jail interior, and 

would also improve accessibility to and within the building.  (05/02/2018) 

 

On May 29, Golden Gate National Recreation Area is expected to release a Request for 

Qualifications (RFQ) for a competitive business opportunity to establish a waterfront community 

center at the Fort Baker Historic Boat Shop and Marina as an affordable recreational and 

gathering place. The purpose of the RFQ is to identify both private- and public-sector entities 

interested in operating the facility, which is currently operated by the U.S. Air Force as a military 

recreation facility open to the public. The NPS is seeking a long-term lease that will enable an 

offeror to make necessary investments in historic rehabilitation of deteriorating facilities, and the 

provision of public services and programs at the site. The park has kept the USAF informed 

throughout the lead up to this announcement, and they have express interest in participating in 

the RFQ process. (Updated 04/25/18). 

 

On or after May 29, the NPS will release the Tule Lake Unit of World War II Valor in the 

Pacific National Monument General Management Plan and Environmental Assessment Finding 

of No Significant Impact (FONSI) to the public. The FWS co-manages two of three parcels that 

comprise the Tule Lake Unit, and the FWS has concurred with issuing the FONSI. The selected 

action outlines the long-term management and development for the unit established in May 2008 

by President Bush. (04/25/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] The May 30 kickoff event of the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission at 

Independence National Historical Park has been postponed.  It may be rescheduled for early 

October.  (Updated 05/09/2018) 
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By May 30, USDA APHIS will complete data analysis that will inform a schedule for bison 

transfer to the Assiniboine and Sioux tribes of Ft. Peck, Montana.  On April 5, Yellowstone 

National Park and the Deputy Administrator of USDA APHIS discussed several key issues 

related to the park’s proposed bison quarantine program.  This was follow-up to a February 2018 

meeting, convened and facilitated by the Secretary of the Interior, between DOI, NPS, USDA 

APHIS, Ft. Peck tribal leadership, and the State of Montana.  Substantive progress was 

confirmed on several issues including the structure and signators for agreements on quarantine 

facility operations, the future transfer of brucellosis-free bison to the Ft. Peck reservation, and 

USDA APHIS certification of the park bison quarantine facility.  Yellowstone bison 

management and quarantine receive national public interest and media coverage.  (Updated 

04/18/18) 

 

[UPDATE] On May 31, the open period to submit offers will close on a prospectus for multiple 

concession contracts for charter vessel services in Glacier Bay National Park (GLBA). While the 

park previously authorized charter vessel services under both concession contracts and 

Commercial Use Authorizations (CUA), it seeks to manage this service under a single and 

unified authorization tool to increase consistency and fairness among operators. Beginning in 

2019, GLBA will cease offering charter vessel or sportfishing CUAs in the national park area 

and will solely authorize these services under concession contracts. As regulations dictate a 

vessel quota on specific marine areas of GLBA during the prime season, the new contracts 

implement a vessel use day cap of 552 days in Glacier Bay from June 1 through August 31. In 

this prospectus, the park also intends to issue a cap on vessel use days for Outer Park Waters, 

which is based on the highest level of activity in the last decade plus 10% for future growth. 

GLBA has not predetermined an exact number of contracts to award. Rather, each offeror will 

indicate its desired level of vessel use days and contracts will be awarded until the full allocation 

is met.  On February 26, GLBA issued the prospectus; while the prospectus is expected to 

produce sizable public interest, the plan in not considered to be controversial. (Updated 

5/9/2018) 

 

On or before June 1, the Missouri Department of Agriculture will issue its findings relative to the 

improper use of herbicides by a private contractor to the NPS on NPS lands at Ulysses S. Grant 

National Historic Site.  The over application occurred in the Summer and Fall of 2016 and its 

effect became evident in the Spring of 2017.  Some 170 trees show signs of mortality and stress.  

The contractor has been cooperative to date and has indicated willingness to make restitution for 

damages.  The NPS is working to evaluate the best approach to restore resources. (Updated 

05/02/2018) 

 

[NEW] By June 1, 2018, Denali National Park and Preserve will publish the Denali Long Range 

Transportation Plan. The plan evaluates the current conditions of transportation, considers 

possible future scenarios, and presents future desired conditions and possible funding strategies. 

It is a document that presents the park's vision for the next 20 years as it evaluates multiple 

aspects of the its transportation system ranging from bus transit to airstrips and trail connectivity, 

with particular attention given to the Denali Park Road. (5/9/2018) 

 

Between June 1-15, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (pending Departmental approval of 

NOA) expects to issue a Record of Decision for the Vista Grande Drainage Basin Improvement 
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Project Environmental Impact Report /Environmental Impact Statement prepared in cooperation 

with the City of Daly City, California. This project would allow Daly City to take project actions 

at Fort Funston to address storm-related flooding in the Vista Grande Drainage Basin. PEPC link 

(04/04/18). 

 

[NEW] On June 1, San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park will implement a new $10 

permit fee for anchoring vessels overnight in Aquatic Park Cove. The permit process will use 

Recreation.gov, and will provide boaters an additional convenient way to obtain information 

about anchoring-out rules and regulations, and reserve a mooring in advance of their visit to the 

park. The implementation had been delayed due to complications involving a criminal case 

against a local mariner. (5/9/2018) 

 

On June 2, construction crews will begin temporary stabilization repairs on Arlington Memorial 

Bridge. The project start was delayed to accommodate the Rolling Thunder special event over 

Memorial Day weekend. This repair work is designed to keep the bridge open to traffic during its 

full rehabilitation (beginning in fall 2018). Work crews will repair bridge deck supports in the 

drawbridge span and the road deck in the westbound roadway. This work will require 

intermittent single lane closures on the bridge beginning after Memorial Day weekend. (Updated 

04/11/18). 

 

[NEW] On June 4, Yosemite National Park will close its public scoping period for the Big Oak 

Flat Visitor Contact Station and Emergency Services Facilities Project. The purpose of this 

project is to improve the overall visitor experience, improve restroom facilities to reduce wait 

times, parking facilities, and visitor safety and wayfinding signage. It will also increase 

accessibility and correct long-standing building maintenance issues. (5/9/2018) 

 

[NEW] On June 6, Death Valley National Park will hold a reopening and ribbon-cutting event to 

celebrate the completion of the Dantes View rehabilitation project. The Fund for People in Parks 

and Death Valley Natural History Association donated half of the construction cost. (5/9/2018) 

 

[NEW]  On June 7, the 30-day public scoping period for an Invasive Vegetation Management 

Plan/Environmental Assessment at Grand Teton National Park will close. The purpose of the 

planning effort is to develop a successful strategy to prevent additional establishment and spread 

of invasive plant species and to restore native plant communities through prevention, control and 

restoration. (5/9/2018) 

 

[NEW]  By June 11, the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places must either approve 

the resubmitted listing of the Eastmoreland Historic District (EHD) or determine the property 

eligible for listing.  On April 26, 2018, the Keeper received a resubmitted copy of the listing 

from the Oregon State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). The nomination had originally 

been received by the Keeper on May 18, 2017; it was returned to the SHPO on June 30, 2017, for 

correction of a prejudicial procedural error related to private property ownership and the number 

and validity of objections to the proposed listing. The EHD nomination is highly contentious 

locally; both support for and against the proposed listing is roughly evenly divided.  If a majority 

of private owners object to listing, the district cannot be listed per se; it can only determined 

eligible for listing by the Keeper.  Per the State Statute, properties listed in the National Register 
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are subject to local regulation with respect to the demolition or relocation of any historic 

buildings thereon.  Per the NR Program regulations, each private owner is allowed one objection 

vote regardless of whether it is for multiple properties or a portion of one property within the 

district.  In order to prevent the EHD listing, at least four private property owners have each 

sought to increase the numerical value of their objections by dividing their property ownership 

into 1000 revocable trusts (i.e. a total of 4000 revocable trusts).  The Keeper is currently 

reviewing the validity of this approach with the Solicitor's Office. (5/9/2018) 

 

[NEW] On June 13, Channel Islands National Park anticipates issuing a joint news release with 

the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians announcing the transfer of human remains to 

the tribe that have been undergoing Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 

(NAGPRA) review under 43 CFR 10.7 (Disposition of unclaimed human remains, funerary 

objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony). (Embargoed until public 

announcement) (5/9/2018) 

 

On June 14, the U.S. Mint will release the America the Beautiful Quarters Program coin 

honoring Voyageurs National Park. A ceremony will be held in International Falls, Minnesota. 

(04/04/18). 

 

On June 15, Yosemite National Park’s Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias will reopen to the 

public, following a 3-year $40 million project funded through the NPS and Yosemite 

Conservancy matching funds. A new parking lot and welcome center has been constructed at the 

South Entrance, a shuttle bus will take visitors to the big trees, a handicap accessible boardwalk 

has been constructed, trails have been improved, and new restrooms have been installed. The 

dedication ceremony to mark the completion of the project is slated for June 14. 

https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/mariposagrove.htm (03/07/18) 

 

On June 18, San Antonio Missions National Historical Park will host King Felipe VI and Queen 

Letizia of Spain for a tour of Mission San Jose. The City of San Antonio Office of International 

Relations is coordinating the park tour as part of a three-day visit by the royal family to 

commemorate the Tri-centennial of the founding of San Antonio, Texas, as a Spanish mission in 

1718.  A public announcement about the visit will be made at a later date. Park employees 

involved in the planning effort have signed a modified confidentiality agreement (reviewed by 

our solicitor) with the City of San Antonio to coordinate planning efforts and keep the visit 

confidential. (Close Hold)  (05/02/2018) 

 

On June 26, the Acadia National Park Draft Transportation Plan and EIS public comment period 

will close. The comment period is open concurrently with the published EPA Notice of 

Availability. Public comment will be received through the PEPC website, standard mail, and 

during Open House events. Press interest in this public comment period is expected to be very 

high. The communication plan has been shared with NPS Comms.  (05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] Until June 30, State Historic Preservation Offices and Tribal Historic Preservation 

Offices may apply for the remaining funding from the FY 2018 Annual HPF grants that is 

noticed on Grants.gov. (Updated 5/9/2018) 
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Zinke’s Turn On The Hill.
Politico (5/10, Tamborrino) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on Thursday was

scheduled to discuss his department’s budget request for fiscal 2019 with Senate

appropriators. Democrats were expected “to bring up familiar topics, such as his plans to

reorganize the department and last year’s decision to shrink national monuments in

Utah.” Subcommittee Chair Lisa Murkowski “may be interested in hearing more about

Zinke’s plans for oil and gas development in Alaska, after Interior kicked off its

environmental review of potential drilling in part of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

thanks to language she got included in last year’s tax bill.”

        Also reporting are Fox News (5/10) and KRWG-FM Las Cruces (NM) Las Cruces, NM

(5/10).

        Zinke Tells Panel Definitive Word On Offshore Drilling Plan Months Away. Courthouse

News (5/10, Buchman) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on Thursday

“reiterated that no new oil and gas exploration will be allowed off the Florida coast, but

said the Trump administration’s plans for other offshore areas won’t be announced until

the fall.” Zinke “also rejected any notion that the Interior would curtail safety standards

for oil and gas developers.” He said, “Offshore oil and gas is a greater risk. The industry

understands that too. Nobody wants a spill. Our framework does not skirt safety, we

increase it.”

        Also reporting are the Orlando (FL) Sentinel (5/10, Skoneki) and the Tampa Bay

(FL) Times (5/10, Leary).

        Zinke Says National Parks Repair Plan ‘Sound And Prudent’. The Washington

Examiner (5/10, Siciliano) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on Thursday

“justified his plan to repair national parks with energy revenue as ‘sound and prudent

policy,’ as some Democrats questioned the plan.” In testimony before a subcommittee of

the Senate Appropriations Committee on his fiscal 2019 budget proposal, Zinke said, “My

priority with this budget is infrastructure repair.”

        Montana Senators Question Zinke’s Proposed Cuts To Land And Water Conservation
Fund. The Helena (MT) Independent Record (5/10, Kuglin) reports that Interior

Secretary Ryan Zinke on Thursday “appeared before a subcommittee of Senate

Appropriations to present Interior’s $11.7 billion funding request for fiscal year 2019.”

The Trump Administration’s “proposed FY19 budget would cut” the Land and Water

Conservation Fund “to about $8 million as well as prohibit land acquisition, bringing a

number of questions from committee members.” In response to questioning, Zinke

replied that “I’ve long been supporter of the LWCF program — as a former congressman

I’ve seen the benefits of the LWCF program. I’ve been a supporter of permanent

reauthorization. It’s hard to justify taking in more land when we haven’t addressed the

maintenance problem of our current holdings. If we’re maintaining what we have, then I

do agree with expansion of the LWCF program.”

        Also reporting is the Missoula Current (MT) (5/10, Devlin) and KTVQ-TV Billings, MT

(5/11).

Federal Government Braces For Another Devastating Wildfire Season.
GrayDC (5/10, Austin) reports that Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke and Secretary of

Agriculture Sonny Perdue on Thursday hosted a briefing on the forecast for this year’s

wildfire season. Zinke “says this problem isn’t going away on its own.” He said, “I think

we will all agree that the temperatures are hotter, the seasons longer, and there’s more

fuel load. We have to be a little more aggressive.”

        Also reporting are the Salt Lake (UT) Tribune (5/10, Burr), the Fence Post (5/10)

and Agri-Pulse (5/10, Enoch).

Land Bill Would Create Jurassic National Monument In Utah.
The AP (5/10) reports that “new legislation from a pair of Republican Utah lawmakers

would create the Jurassic National Monument at a dinosaur fossil site and create a

conservation area around the rugged San Rafael Swell.” Sen. Orrin Hatch and Rep. John

Curtis “said Wednesday their sweeping new land reform bill would protect nearly 1



million acres of natural lands in central Utah’s Emery County.” The proposal has support

from local officials, but “some environmental activists are planning to fight the measure.”

According to the article, “The Sierra Club, South Utah Wilderness Alliance and Natural

Resources Defense Council called it a step backward that leaves some lands unprotected

and allows motor vehicles into too many areas.”

Bishop Wants To Turn Utah’s Golden Spike Into National Park.
The AP (5/10) reports that Rep. Rob Bishop “wants to turn northern Utah’s Golden Spike

National Historic Site into a national park.” Bishop said “that he’s introducing legislation

Thursday that would elevate the status of the site at Promontory Summit where the first

transcontinental railroad in country was completed in 1869.” Bishop is “known for his

opposition to the establishment of southern Utah’s Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-

Escalante national monuments by past presidents but he says the national park proposal

is unrelated and will spur tourism ‘but do it in the right way.’”

Bureau Of Indian Affairs

Senators Back Counties’ Request For More Time To Review Cayugas’ Land Trust
Application.
The Auburn (NY) Citizen (5/10, Harding) reports that “New York’s U.S. senators support

a request from Cayuga and Seneca counties for the Bureau of Indian Affairs to extend

the comment period to 120 days for the Cayuga Nation’s land-into-trust application.” The

Bureau of Indian Affairs “recently notified local governments that there is a 30-day

comment period for the Cayuga Nation’s request to place six parcels of land into trust.”

Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand and Chuck Schumer “also requested more time to allow local

government officials to review a 2014 opinion issued by the Department of the Interior,”

which was “in response to a 2009 Supreme Court decision that dealt with the bureau’s

authority to place land into trust.”

Cherokee Nation Drops Suit Against Feds Seeking FCA Action.
Law360 (5/10, Westney) reports that “the Cherokee Nation told a D.C. federal court

Thursday that it wanted to end its suit seeking to force the government to bring False

Claims Act litigation on the tribe’s behalf for purported health care fraud.” In a notice of

voluntary dismissal, the tribe “asked to dismiss without prejudice its December 2016 suit

alleging the U.S. Department of Justice, the U.S. Department of the Interior and its

Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services flouted

their trust responsibilities.”

Elizabeth Warren Aids Tribe With Checkered Past In Bid To Defuse ‘Pocahontas’
Problem.
The Washington Times (5/10, Richardson) reports tat Sen. Elizabeth Warren is “pushing

federal legislation to help deliver a casino” to the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe. Warren’s

bill, introduced in March with Sen. Edward Markey, “would allow the Mashpee

Wampanoag Tribe to build a $1 billion gaming resort about halfway between Boston and

Cape Cod even though a federal court blocked the project in 2016.” The Senate

legislation and “its House companion have drawn cheers from tribal leaders eager to

resume construction on the lavish complex while stirring resentment among locals

irritated at the prospect of Congress big-footing the ongoing Interior Department

review.”

Former BIA Cop Gets 3 Years In Prison For Coercing Woman Into Sex Resulting In
A Pregnancy.
The Billings (MT) Gazette (5/10, Wilson) reports that “a former Bureau of Indian Affairs

police officer will spend three years in federal prison after he admitted to using his

position of authority to coerce a woman into having sex and impregnating her.” Dana



Michael Bullcoming was “sentenced Thursday in U.S. District Court in Billings after he

pleaded guilty in December to deprivation of rights under color of law.”

        Also reporting is the AP (5/10).

Poaching Hotline Tips Help Utah DWR Officials In Poaching Cases.
Utah Public Radio (5/10, Bringhurst) reports that Utah Division of Wildlife Resources

investigators and officers “have made at least two arrests in a series of animal poaching

cases because of a tip hotline,” including one case involving the Federal Bureau of

Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. According to the article, “In 2016 DWR

Conservation Officer Eric Miller received tips through Utah’s Help Stop Poaching Hotline

that a wanted felon in northeastern Utah possessed firearms and was using them to

illegally kill prized wildlife. These tips eventually led to the arrest of Kenny Swenson Jr.

for poaching and more. ... Miller worked with other DWR investigators, the FBI, BIA,

Uintah County Sheriff, Duchesne County Sheriff and the Roosevelt Police Department to

track and detain Swenson.”

Bureau Of Land Management

Former BLM Campground Host Files Sexual Harassment Complaint.
The Taos (NM) News (5/10, Hooks) reports that “a former campground host at the Río

Grande del Norte National Monument filed a discrimination complaint stemming from

alleged sexual harassment she said occurred while she was employed by the federal

Bureau of Land Management.” According to the document filed May 2 in U.S. District

Court in New Mexico, “the complainant alleges she was sexually harassed by another

BLM employee last summer.” Additionally, the former employee “alleges that when she

reported the escalating incidents to a superior, the BLM retaliated by terminating her and

her husband and made them leave the campground where they were living and working.”

Bureau Of Ocean Energy Management

Pentagon Warns Against Offshore Drilling In Eastern Gulf Of Mexico.
The Hill (5/10, Cama) reports the Defense Department sent a report to two US House

committees this week advising that oil and gas drilling in the eastern portion of the Gulf

of Mexico could disrupt military training activities unless restrictions are in place. The

report called the area “an irreplaceable national asset used by DOD to develop and

maintain the readiness of our combat forces” and said “military flexibility in the region

would be lost and test and training activities would be severely affected” in the absence

of “sufficient surface limiting stipulations and/or oil and gas activity restrictions.” The Hill

said “the report is likely to provide significant fodder to Florida leaders, Democrats and

others who want to keep the eastern Gulf closed” to drilling.

        Reuters (5/10, Gardner) reports that Erik Milito, director of upstream operations at

the American Petroleum Institute, said the report confirmed “collaboration between the

Department of Defense and Interior will enable the successful coexistence of continued

military training and expanded American oil production.”

        Also reporting are the Washington Examiner (5/10, Siciliano).

Fish And Wildlife Service

Enviros’ CRA Challenge Over Nixed Hunting Rule Gets Tossed.
Law360 (5/10, Powell) reports that “a federal judge on Wednesday threw out a lawsuit

brought by an environmental group to challenge the constitutionality of the

Congressional Review Act after it was used under the Trump administration to roll back a

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service rule prohibiting certain hunting and trapping practices on

protected federal lands in Alaska.” U.S. District Judge Sharon L. Gleason “dismissed the

Center for Biological Diversity’s lawsuit attacking the CRA.”



Idaho Wildlife Officials Approve Limited Grizzly Bear Hunt.
The AP (5/10) reports that “the Idaho Fish and Game Commission on Thursday approved

a limited hunting season for grizzly bears in eastern Idaho just a year after the animals

were removed from the Endangered Species List.” Under the plan, the article says, the

Department of Fish and Game will “hold a random drawing to award one Idaho hunter a

grizzly tag for a hunting season running from Sept. 1 to Nov. 15.” Reuters (5/10,

Zuckerman) reports that “both Idaho and Wyoming plan hunting seasons this fall while

Montana said it was holding off to ensure the bears’ long-term recovery.”

National Park Service

Lawmakers Push To Make Civil Rights Landmarks National Monuments.
USA Today (5/10, Berry) reports that the National Park Service is considering whether to

designate the Tallahatchie County Courthouse and “other civil rights sites in Mississippi

as national monuments and include them in the federal park system.” According to the

article, “the effort to highlight key sites in Emmett Till’s life and death is part of a broader

push by congressional lawmakers and others to highlight the importance of civil rights

landmarks in the nation’s history.” Reps. Bennie Thompson and Terri Sewell are “pushing

for significant but sometimes little-recognized civil rights sites – including courthouses,

homes, jails and even bus stops – to be included in the national park system.”

The Curious Case Of The Russian Oligarch And National Park Service Latrines.
The Huffington Post (5/10, D'angelo) reports that “sanctions that the Trump

administration slapped on a Russian oligarch as part of an effort to punish the country for

its hostile behavior in Crimea, Ukraine and Syria likely delayed the delivery of sewage

pump equipment to the headquarters of the National Mall last month, forcing National

Park Service employees to continue using portable toilets at work.” The National Park

Service “hired Chesapeake Environmental Equipment, a company based in Forest Hill,

Maryland, that distributes Sulzer’s products.” Mike Litterst, a spokesman for the National

Park Service, said, “Chesapeake Environmental Equipment provided the equipment we

ordered, and did so within the requested time frame.” According to the article, “while the

sanctions likely were not the sole reason for a delay, they appear to have further slowed

toilet repair at the park service building.”

National Parks Draw 1.7M Visitors To West Virginia In 2017.
The AP (5/11) reports that “a new report shows the national parks in West Virginia drew

1.7 million visitors last year.” The National Park Service report “said visitors to the state’s

national parks in 2017 spent $72.8 million in nearby communities, resulting in economic

output totaling $84 million.” The activity “supported 1,080 jobs and $28.8 million in labor

income.”

National Park Service Axing Yellowstone-Teton Joint Pass.
The Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle (5/10, Wright) reports that “visitors to both

Yellowstone and Grand Teton national parks will be forced to pay at the gates of both

parks starting this June.” Linda Veress, a Yellowstone spokeswoman, “said in an email

Thursday morning that the $50 weekly pass that covered entrance to both parks will no

longer be available beginning June 1.” The article notes “that’s the same day a

nationwide fee increase will take effect, bringing per car prices at each park from $30 to

$35.” Veress said, “Eliminating the two-park fee schedule improves operational efficiency

and recognizes that these parks are managed independently of one another.”

        Also reporting is Yellowstone Insider (5/10, Reichard).

Gila Cliff Dwellings Increases Fees To Address Infrastructure Needs.
The Silver City (NM) Sun-News (5/10) reports that Gila Cliff Dwellings National

Monument will “modify its entrance fees to provide additional funding for infrastructure



and maintenance needs, the National Park Service announced in a news release.”

Entrance fees will increase to “$10 per person effective May 31.” According to the

release, “the additional revenue from entrance fees will replace the worn and damaged

front doors of the Gila Cliff Dwellings visitor center with accessible and automatic doors,

and pay for stabilization work on walls of the cliff dwellings.”

Yellowstone Bison Population Expected To Be Around 4,200.
The AP (5/10) reports that “Yellowstone National Park’s booming bison population, which

has strained resources and created problems for nearby ranchers, is expected to reach a

level that park officials would like to maintain despite being much higher than the official

population goal.” According to Yellowstone bison program coordinator Tim Reid, “there

will be about 4,200 bison in the nation’s largest wild herd once calving is finished this

spring.” The article notes that “the official population goal for the park’s bison population

is 3,000, set in 2000 by the federal, state and tribal officials who wrote the Interagency

Bison Management Plan.” However, “Montana wildlife officials say they would need to

study the matter further before agreeing to officially change the population goal from

3,000 to 4,200 bison.”

Hawaii’s Volcanoes National Park To Close Friday Because Of Fears Of An
Explosion.
The Los Angeles Times (5/10, Hamm) reports that “most of Hawaii Island’s Volcanoes

National Park will close Friday because of concerns about what the park is calling a

‘steam-induced explosion at the summit of Kilauea.’” The park will be closed “until further

notice,” a release said.

        Also reporting is UPI (5/10, Downs).

Homestead National Monument Of America Receives Marshall Award.
Columbus News Team (NE) (5/10, Kennedy) reports that “the Homestead National

Monument of America is the recipient of this year’s Charles Marshall Unit Award, from

Eastern National.” Eastern National President and CEO, Kevin Kissling “says the

monument contacted Eastern National about two years in advance, about preparing for a

mass influx of people who wanted a location to view the total solar eclipse, which

occurred last August.”

Tree Cleanup To Start Monday At Wilderness Battlefield.
The Fredericksburg (VA) Free Lance-Star (5/10) reports that beginning May 14,

“contractors will remove more than 100 storm-damaged trees on the Wilderness

Battlefield in the Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park.” The work will

“continue for about six weeks, ending about June 25.”

SF Women’s Building Wins National Historic Listing.
The Bay Area Reporter (CA) (5/10, Bajko) reports that the San Francisco Women’s

Building has been added to the National Register of Historic Places. The National Park

Service “approved the listing on April 30 and only recently publicly disclosed its decision.”

Insular And International Affairs

We Returned $300K, Not Nearly $3M To Feds.
The Pacific (GUM) Daily News (5/10, Eugenio) reports that “Guam’s conservation officers

are undermanned and under-equipped, Lt. Mark Aguon, officer in charge of the

Department of Agriculture’s Law Enforcement section, told lawmakers during the

agency’s budget hearing Thursday.” Aguon “said there are only nine officers, including

him, to enforce Guam laws and rules to protect fish, wildlife, endangered and threatened

species and forestry laws, despite repeated requests for funding to hire up to 15 or 25

offcers.” Lawmakers “also asked Agriculture officials about a report the U.S. Department



of the Interior’s Office of Inspector General, which stated Guam Agriculture claimed only

$4.58 million of the $7.23 million available to it for two fiscal years for wildlife

conservation and sport fishing restoration.” Agency Director Matthew Sablan said, “As far

as monies being not spent or lost, it’s not true.” After the hearing, Celestino Aguon, chief

of Agriculture’s Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources, “said only about $300,000 in

grant money was unused, not $3 million.”

US Geological Survey

Hawaii Volcano On Verge Of New Eruption That Could Send Ash, Sulfur Dioxide
Spewing.
USA Today (5/10, Stanglin) reports that “scientists warn that Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano is

on the verge of a new explosion that could send ash, steam and sulfur dioxide spewing

from the summit crater and toss six-foot wide boulders as far as a half-mile away in all

directions.” According to the Hawaiian Volcanic Observatory of the U.S. Geological

Survey, “primary hazards of concern should this activity occur are ballistic projectiles and

ashfall.” However, the scientists “said they were uncertain exactly when the new eruption

would occur, how long it would last or how violent it would be.”

        Also reporting are the AP (5/9, YAN, McAVOY), CNN (5/10, Karimi, Hanna), and

Reuters (5/10, Sylvester).

Opinion Pieces

In Secretary Zinke’s Reach, The Key To Unlocking Federal Public Lands.
For the “Congress” blog of The Hill (5/10, Fosburgh), Whit Fosburgh, president and CEO

of the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership, urges Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke

to follow Theodore Roosevelt’s “lead” during his appearance before the Senate

Appropriations Interior Subcommittee on Thursday by “positioning himself as a leading

champion of the Land and Water Conservation Fund.” Fosburgh supports “expanding

public access through strategic land acquisitions and easements” to “make them

available to all Americans.” Fosburgh hopes “that Zinke will call on Congress to

permanently reauthorize this critical public lands program—something he did multiple

times while serving in the House of Representatives—and to fully fund it.”

We Can Protect Wildlife Without Holding Industry Hostage.
In an op-ed for The Hill (5/10, Charters, McDonald), Tim Charters, senior director,

Government and Political Affairs for the National Ocean Industries Association, and

Samantha McDonald, a director of Government Relations for the Independent Petroleum

Association of America, defends a “decision by the Department of the Interior solicitor to

bring clarity to the enforcement of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.” According to the

authors, “the overly strict enforcement of incidental take against American industry

under MBTA is about hamstringing vital economic development and energy production.”

They argue that the Trump Administration’s interpretation of the law is a “common sense

approach ensures that lawful industrial activities are not held hostage to unnecessary

threats of criminalization allowing industry to focus on protecting birds, building projects

and fueling our economy, without facing the threat of arbitrary punitive decisions.”

Editorial: Time Has Come For Solving Wild Horse Problem.
The Salem (OR) Capital Press (5/10) editorializes that the Bureau of Land Management

has “come up with a plan – actually, four plans – for reducing the wild horse population

to 26,715, which they figure is a manageable and sustainable number.” The editorial

urges Congress “to approve an effective combination that will help BLM managers get the

wild horse problem under control as quickly as possible.” It concludes that “something

new needs to be done with the wild horses, because what’s already been done hasn’t

worked.”









billion in April. April tax receipts “totaled $510 billion, about 12 percent more than the

same period last year, while outlays increased by 8.4 percent to $296 billion.” The CBO

said the surplus “reflected stronger economic activity over the past year.”

White House Calls For “Hands-Off” Approach To Regulating AI Technology.
Bloomberg News (5/10, Brody) reports that in a meeting with tech industry executives

on Thursday, White House officials “unveiled a hands-off regulatory approach to foster

the development of artificial intelligence.” White House Science Adviser Michael Kratsios

“told representatives of companies including Alphabet Inc.’s Google, Facebook Inc.,

Goldman Sachs Group Inc. and Boeing Co. that they’ll have the greatest possible latitude

to develop AI,” adding that “erecting barriers to innovation does not stop the future.” The

Wall Street Journal (5/10, McKinnon) says Administration officials vowed that the US

would remain in the lead on developing AI technologies. Kratsios said the Administration

would make advancing AI research a priority.

Pruitt Says EPA Will Overhaul How Clean Air Act Regulations Are Enforced.
The AP (5/10, Knickmeyer) reports that EPA Administrator Pruitt “is overhauling the way

his agency sets pollution limits under the Clean Air Act, announcing Thursday that

regulators will seek input on the economic impact of enforcing the landmark federal law.”

According to the AP, the EPA “will ask its advisory committees to consider how

enforcement affects the economy, and will seek input from state and local government,

tribes and others.” In a statement, Pruitt said, “The principles laid out in this

memorandum will reform the process for setting national air quality standards in a

manner consistent with cooperative federalism and the rule of law.”

FCC: Net Neutrality Rules’ Repeal Date Is June 11.
The AP (5/10, Anderson) reports that the FCC “has set June 11 as the repeal date for ‘net

neutrality’ rules meant to prevent broadband companies from exercising more control

over what people watch and see on the internet.” The AP notes that FCC Chairman Ajit

Pai “says the repeal aims to replace ‘heavy-handed’ rules with a ‘light-touch’ approach to

internet regulation.” Reuters (5/10) notes that “a group of states and others have sued

to try to block the new rules from taking effect.” Reuters adds that the Senate “is set to

vote as early as next week on whether to reject the FCC repeal of the net neutrality rules

– but that effort faces an uphill battle.”

Editorial Wrap-Up

New York Times.
“When Jurors Are Silenced.” The New York Times (5/10) editorializes that in 48 states

and in federal trials, a unanimous jury vote is necessary for a guilty verdict in a felony

case, but “two states, Oregon and Louisiana, continue to hold out against this

fundamental principle,” as “both permit juries in felony trials to return guilty verdicts

even if one or two jurors vote to acquit.” Louisiana “goes further, allowing split verdicts

in murder cases, where convictions can result in sentences of life without parole.” The

Times adds that “the few remaining defenders of this practice claim that it’s necessary

for the ‘efficient’ functioning of the legal system,” but, the Times argues, “when 48 states

and the federal government disagree with you, it’s worth considering the possibility that

you might be wrong.” The Times contends “majority rule is good when it comes to the

democratic process, but it’s not enough when someone’s constitutional rights and liberty

are at stake.”

Washington Post.
“DC Inmates Are Getting Out Of Jail Free.” The Washington Post (5/10) editorializes

that US District Judge Emmet G. Sullivan “has ordered D.C. officials to explain a string of

unauthorized early releases of inmates facing charges.” The Post notes that “it’s not the



first time city officials have been hauled into court by federal judges irate about record-

keeping at the D.C. jail,” and that “such cases stretch back as far as two decades; and

what’s most troubling is that the same explanations – confusion over orders, human

error, inadequate staff – seem to recur.” The Post concludes, “no doubt it is a hard job,”

but “that can’t excuse holding innocent people, nor turning dangerous ones loose.”

        “Gina Haspel Fails The Test.” The Washington Post (5/10) editorializes that CIA

Director-designate Gina Haspel “faced a clear test when she appeared before the Senate

Intelligence Committee” to “make clear that she will never again accept orders to carry

out acts that so clearly violate American moral standards. ... Haspel did not meet that

test.” The Post says this is important when the US “is led by a president who has cheered

for torture [and] who lacks respect for the rule of law.”

Wall Street Journal.
“One More Immigration Try.” A Wall Street Journal (5/10) editorial praises a

discharge petition by some House Republicans to force a vote on immigration proposals,

saying a vote would demonstrate that Republicans are sincere about resolving the DACA

issue and would provide vulnerable members with cover from attacks from the left.

        “Have We Got A Muni Bond For You.” A Wall Street Journal (5/10) editorial blasts

the Illinois state comptroller’s decision to garnish the city of Harvey’s tax revenues to pay

for pensions, noting that the move resulted in the city’s mayor announcing that a quarter

of its police and half of its firefighters would be laid off.

        “Malaysia’s Democratic Spring.” The Wall Street Journal (5/10, Hookway, Ngui)

reports that, in its first transfer of power since Malaysia’s independence in 1957,

Mahathir Mohamad was sworn in as the country’s new prime minister. He indicated he

plans to be tougher on Chinese investment, saying that projects may need to be

renegotiated if they don’t provide Malaysians with a sufficient economic boost. Markets

were on edge from the election’s results, and, at a news conference, Mahathir sought to

reassure businesses, saying, “We intend to build [up the] economy with the help of

investors from inside and outside the country.”

Big Picture

Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.

Wall Street Journal: 

US Raises Pressure On Iran With Sanctions On Currency Exchange 

Record Buybacks Help Steady Wobbly Stock Market 

Fall Of Malaysia’s Ruling Party, After Six Decades In Power, Shakes Vital US Ally 

Goldman Sachs, Apple Team Up On New Credit Card 

New York Times: 

Israel And Iran, Newly Emboldened, Exchange Blows In Syria Face-Off 

Trump Exults In Release Of Prisoners And A Date Next Month With Kim Jong-un 

Kirstjen Nielsen, Chief Of Homeland Security, Almost Resigned After Trump Tirade 

Military Inquiry Finds Soldiers Were Unprepared In Deadly Niger Ambush 

In Malaysia, The Old Prime Minister Promises A New Order 

The Brazen Bootlegging Of A Multibillion-Dollar Sports Network 

Washington Post: 

At 4 Hannity Properties, Frequent Eviction Threats 

Numerous Failures In Niger, Report Says 

AT&T Pact With Cohen Included Merger Aid 

Trump And Kim To Meet In Singapore 

Israel Attacks Iran In Syria 

Washington Times: 



Israel, Iran Move Closer To Open War After Exchanging Missile Barrages 

Bassmaster Tournaments Seek Calmer Waters As La. Trial Lawyers Spoil ‘Sportsmen’s

Paradise’ 

Trump Readies Crackdown On Foreign ‘Freeloading’ In Bid To Lower Prescription Drug

Prices 

Iraqi Election May Check Iran’s Hopes For Increased Regional Influence 

Chinese-American Filmmaker Bucks Cultural Appropriation Charge With ‘The Rider’ 

Elizabeth Warren Aids Tribe With Checkered Past In Bid To Defuse ‘Pocahontas’ Problem 

Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 

ABC: US-North Korea Relations; Trump-Homeland Security Chief; Iran-Israel Conflict;

Severe Weather; Hawaii Volcano Eruption; Niger US Casualty Investigation; Mexico Drug

Cartels; Cohen-Presidential Access; Yale-Student Racism; Road Rage Murder Suspect;

College Student Death; Baby Rescue; Career Lineman. 

CBS: US-North Korea Relations; Trump-Homeland Security Chief; Iran-Israel Conflict;

Niger US Casualty Investigation; ISIS Leaders Captured; Cohen-Presidential Access;

Russia Election Meddling Investigation; Hawaii Volcano Eruption; Yale-Student Racism;

USA Gymnastics Scandal; Baby Rescue; UK Royal Wedding-Household Calvary. 

NBC: US-North Korea Relations; Iran-Israel Conflict; FCC-Robocall Fine; Niger US

Casualty Investigation; Yale-Student Racism; Pittsburgh-Tech Jobs; Sun Screen Tips;

Pittsburgh-City Life; Pittsburgh-Refugee Charity. 

Network TV At A Glance: 

US-North Korea Relations – 6 minutes, 55 seconds 

Iran-Israel Conflict – 5 minutes, 30 seconds 

Niger US Casualty Investigation – 4 minutes, 30 seconds 

Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: Niger US Casualty Investigation; Cohen-Presidential Access; Trump-Indiana Rally;

Iran-Israel Conflict. 

CBS: Trump-Indiana Rally; Trump-Homeland Security Chief; ISIS Leaders Captured;

Niger US Casualty Investigation. 

FOX: Trump-Indiana Rally; US-North Korea Relations; Hawaii Volcano Eruption. 

NPR: Trump-Indiana Rally; Opioid Crisis; Epipen Shortage; Niger US Casualty

Investigation. 

Washington Schedule

Today’s Events In Washington.
White House: 

PRESIDENT TRUMP — Hosts roundtable with CEOs of auto companies; gives remarks on

lowering drug prices; meets with the Secretary of State. 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE — No public schedule announced. 

US Senate: No public schedule announced. 

US House: No votes scheduled in the House of Representatives. 

Other: 12:00 PM Congressional Briefing on ‘State Opportunities to Address Prescription

Drug Costs in Medicaid’ – Alliance for Health Policy Congressional Briefing on ‘State

Opportunities to Address Prescription Drug Costs in Medicaid’, featuring Centers for

Medicare and Medicaid Services Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services Division of

Pharmacy Director John Coster, National Academy for State Health Policy Executive

Director Trish Riley, University of Oklahoma College of Pharmacy Pharmacy Management

Consultants Director Terry Cothran, and Colorado Department of Health Care Policy &

Financing Client and Clinical Care Office Pharmacy Clinical Manager Cathy Traugott

Location: Reserve Officers Association, 1 Constitution Ave, NE, Washington, DC

www.allhealthpolicy.org https://twitter.com/AllHealthPolicy 

        12:30 PM Council on Foreign Relations ‘World Economic Update’ event – Council on



Foreign Relations ‘World Economic Update’ event, highlighting the quarter’s emerging

trends in the global marketplace, with emphasis on current economic events and their

implications for U.S. policy. Speakers include Peterson Institute for International

Economics Senior Fellow Monica B. de Bolle, Wall Street Journal Chief Economics

Commentator Greg Ip, and BNY Mellon Asset Management North America Chief

Economist and Investment Strategist Vincent Reinhart Location: Council on Foreign

Relations, 1777 F St, NW, Washington, DC www.cfr.org https://twitter.com/CFR_org

        2:30 PM James Comey speaks at Brookings – Former FBI Director James Comey

speaks at Brookings Institution, in conversation with Brookings Senior Fellow and

Lawfare Editor in Chief Benjamin Wittes for a live taping of the Lawfare Podcast Location:

The Brookings Institution, 1775 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC

http://www.brookings.edu https://twitter.com/BrookingsInst #LawfarePodcast

Last Laughs

Late Night Political Humor.
Conan O’Brien: “After years of imprisonment, the three hostages released by North

Korea yesterday arrived in Washington, DC at 3:00 a.m. and were met by President

Trump. ... The hostages laughed and said, ‘So seriously, where is the actual President?’”

Conan O’Brien: “A new poll came out and reveals the majority of Americans approve of

President Trump meeting with Kim Jong-un. Of course, the majority of Americans also

say they approve of Trump becoming North Korea’s next hostage. So take it with a grain

of salt.”

Trevor Noah: “The three Americans held by North Korea are back in the United States.

... I can see why one of these guys said it’s like a dream because one of these prisoners

was taken during the Obama Administration and he’s, like, ‘Wait, ‘The Apprentice’ guy is

President? Is this a dream?”

Trevor Noah: “It’s...strange Trump said Kim Jong-un was excellent to the prisoners. It’s

almost like they were the hostages but Trump had Stockholm syndrome.”

Trevor Noah: “Corporations paid millions of dollars into the same shell company that

[Michael] Cohen then used to pay off Stormy Daniels. Right now, I can’t believe that an

affair with a porn star is the least scandalous part of this story.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “It has been a bigly week for our President, who was up very late last

night. The President and First Lady were at Andrews Air Force Base this morning at

around 3:00 a.m. to greet three American detainees who were being held by Kim Jong-

un. The prisoners – the hostages – were said to be relieved to be free, happy to be

home, and baffled as to why the host of ‘The Celebrity Apprentice’ picked them up at the

airport.”

Jimmy Kimmel: Trump “actually thanked Kim Jong-un for releasing the men and for

treating them well. Right. Outside of the whole ‘kidnapping them and holding them

against their will for nothing’ thing, he was very hospitable. He really was.”

Stephen Colbert: “If you watch this show – and I hope you do – I give the President a lot

of the business. You know the zingers. But it’s nice when you see good things happen in

Trump’s America. For instance, early this morning, the three American hostages freed by

North Korea landed safely in the United States. Great news. Welcome home. Got to give

it up when good things happen. The President was there to meet the freed men, along

with Melania, who’s hoping to be freed next.”

Stephen Colbert: [On Trump saying Kim Jong-un was excellent to the hostages] “No, he







Conversation Contents

Fwd: Monthly Meeting: Slides

Attachments:

/31. Fwd: Monthly Meeting: Slides/1.1 4-11-18.pptx

Susan Combs <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

From: Susan Combs <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri May 04 2018 15:56:22 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: maureen_foster@ios.doi.gov

Subject: Fwd: Monthly Meeting: Slides

Attachments: 4-11-18.pptx

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Boulton, Caroline" <caroline boulton@ios.doi.gov>

Date: May 4, 2018 at 3:46:22 PM EDT

To: Joseph Balash <joseph balash@ios.doi.gov>, Timothy Petty

<timothy petty@ios.doi.gov>,  "Domenech, Douglas"

<douglas domenech@ios.doi.gov>, Scott Cameron <scott cameron@ios.doi.gov>, 

John Tahsuda <john.tahsuda@bia.gov>, John Tanner <john tanner@ios.doi.gov>, 

Vincent DeVito <vincent devito@ios.doi.gov>, Steven Howke

<steven howke@ios.doi.gov>,  Rick May <rick may@ios.doi.gov>, Susan Combs

<susan combs@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: Downey Magallanes <downey magallanes@ios.doi.gov>, Scott Hommel

<scott hommel@ios.doi.gov>,  David Bernhardt <

"Rees, Gareth" <gareth rees@ios.doi.gov>,  Aaron Thiele

<aaron thiele@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Monthly Meeting: Slides

All, 

On Wednesday we will have our next Monthly Meeting with Assistant Secretaries and

Directors. Everyone's slides are due to Aaron by noon on Tuesday. Please plan

ahead as I know many of you will be offsite that day.

The slides submitted for the cancelled April meeting are attached.

Also if you are unable to attend, you are still responsible for your slides, and please

let Downey and Scott know who will be presenting on your behalf. 

Thanks,

Caroline

(b)(6) - Bernhardt



-- 

Caroline Boulton

Special Assistant to the Secretary

Immediate Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.5403

"Thiele, Aaron" <aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Thiele, Aaron" <aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Mon May 07 2018 09:59:35 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Boulton, Caroline" <caroline_boulton@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

Joseph Balash <joseph_balash@ios.doi.gov>, Timothy

Petty <timothy_petty@ios.doi.gov>, "Domenech,

Douglas" <douglas_domenech@ios.doi.gov>, Scott

Cameron <scott_cameron@ios.doi.gov>, John Tahsuda

<john.tahsuda@bia.gov>, John Tanner

<john_tanner@ios.doi.gov>, Vincent DeVito

<vincent_devito@ios.doi.gov>, Steven Howke

<steven_howke@ios.doi.gov>, Rick May

<rick_may@ios.doi.gov>, Susan Combs

<susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>, Downey Magallanes

<downey_magallanes@ios.doi.gov>, Scott Hommel

<scott_hommel@ios.doi.gov>, David Bernhardt

<  "Rees, Gareth"

<gareth_rees@ios.doi.gov>, David Mihalic

<david_mihalic@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Monthly Meeting: Slides

I just want to remind everyone that slides are due tomorrow at noon. Please ensure that slides

will be completed if you are going to be out of the office tomorrow. 

Thanks. 

On Fri, May 4, 2018 at 3:46 PM, Boulton, Caroline <caroline boulton@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

All, 

On Wednesday we will have our next Monthly Meeting with Assistant Secretaries and

Directors. Everyone's slides are due to Aaron by noon on Tuesday. Please plan ahead as I

know many of you will be offsite that day.

The slides submitted for the cancelled April meeting are attached.

Also if you are unable to attend, you are still responsible for your slides, and please let

Downey and Scott know who will be presenting on your behalf. 

Thanks,

Caroline

-- 

Caroline Boulton

Special Assistant to the Secretary

Immediate Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.5403

(b)(6) - Bernhardt



"Thiele, Aaron" <aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Thiele, Aaron" <aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Tue May 08 2018 08:25:22 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Boulton, Caroline" <caroline_boulton@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

Joseph Balash <joseph_balash@ios.doi.gov>, Timothy

Petty <timothy_petty@ios.doi.gov>, John Tahsuda

<john.tahsuda@bia.gov>, John Tanner

<john_tanner@ios.doi.gov>, Vincent DeVito

<vincent_devito@ios.doi.gov>, Steven Howke

<steven_howke@ios.doi.gov>, Susan Combs

<susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Monthly Meeting: Slides

Good Morning, I just want to remind everyone that their slides for the Monthly meeting

tomorrow morning are due today.

On Mon, May 7, 2018 at 11:59 AM, Thiele, Aaron <aaron thiele@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

I just want to remind everyone that slides are due tomorrow at noon. Please ensure that

slides will be completed if you are going to be out of the office tomorrow. 

Thanks. 

On Fri, May 4, 2018 at 3:46 PM, Boulton, Caroline <caroline boulton@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

All, 

On Wednesday we will have our next Monthly Meeting with Assistant Secretaries and

Directors. Everyone's slides are due to Aaron by noon on Tuesday. Please plan ahead as I

know many of you will be offsite that day.

The slides submitted for the cancelled April meeting are attached.

Also if you are unable to attend, you are still responsible for your slides, and please let

Downey and Scott know who will be presenting on your behalf. 

Thanks,

Caroline

-- 

Caroline Boulton

Special Assistant to the Secretary

Immediate Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.5403

"Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Combs, Susan" <susan_combs@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Tue May 08 2018 08:44:58 GMT-0600 (MDT)



To: "Foster, Maureen" <maureen_foster@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Monthly Meeting: Slides

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Thiele, Aaron <aaron thiele@ios.doi.gov>

Date: Tue, May 8, 2018 at 10:25 AM

Subject: Re: Monthly Meeting: Slides

To: "Boulton, Caroline" <caroline boulton@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: Joseph Balash <joseph balash@ios.doi.gov>, Timothy Petty <timothy petty@ios.doi.gov>,

John Tahsuda <john.tahsuda@bia.gov>, John Tanner <john tanner@ios.doi.gov>, Vincent

DeVito <vincent devito@ios.doi.gov>, Steven Howke <steven howke@ios.doi.gov>, Susan

Combs <susan combs@ios.doi.gov>

Good Morning, I just want to remind everyone that their slides for the Monthly meeting

tomorrow morning are due today.

On Mon, May 7, 2018 at 11:59 AM, Thiele, Aaron <aaron thiele@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

I just want to remind everyone that slides are due tomorrow at noon. Please ensure that

slides will be completed if you are going to be out of the office tomorrow. 

Thanks. 

On Fri, May 4, 2018 at 3:46 PM, Boulton, Caroline <caroline boulton@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

All, 

On Wednesday we will have our next Monthly Meeting with Assistant Secretaries and

Directors. Everyone's slides are due to Aaron by noon on Tuesday. Please plan ahead as I

know many of you will be offsite that day.

The slides submitted for the cancelled April meeting are attached.

Also if you are unable to attend, you are still responsible for your slides, and please let

Downey and Scott know who will be presenting on your behalf. 

Thanks,

Caroline

-- 

Caroline Boulton

Special Assistant to the Secretary

Immediate Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.5403

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482

"Foster, Maureen" <maureen_foster@ios.doi.gov>





Special Assistant to the Secretary

Immediate Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.5403

-- 

Susan Combs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1-202-208-4482























































Engineers Director of Contingency Operations and Homeland Security Charles Alexander

Jr.; Puerto Rico Government Development Bank President and Fiscal Agency & Financial

Advisory Authority Chairman of the Board Christian Sobrino-Vega; Puerto Rico Electric

Power Authority CEO Walter Higgins; Comision de Energia de Puerto Rico Comisionado

Asociado-Presidente Interino Jose Roman Morales; and Puerto Rico Manufacturers

Association President Rodrigo Masses Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 366,

Washington, DC http://energy.senate.gov/public/

        10:00 AM Senate Aging Committee hearing on insulin – Hearing on ‘Insulin Access

and Affordability: The Rising Cost of Treatment’, with testimony from American Diabetes

Association Chief Scientific, Medical, and Mission Officer William Cefalu; Paul Grant,

whose son has Type 1 diabetes; retiree Lois Ondik; and Johns Hopkins University’s Dr

Jeremy Greene Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 562, Washington, DC

http://aging.senate.gov/

        10:00 AM Senate Transportation subcommittee hearing on safe integration of

unmanned aircraft systems into the airspace – Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security

Subcommittee hearing on ‘Keeping Pace with Innovation – Update on the Safe

Integration of Unmanned Aircraft Systems into the Airspace’, with testimony from

Federal Aviation Administration Office of Unmanned Aircraft Systems Director Earl

Lawrence; Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International President and CEO

Brian Wynne; Helicopter Association International President and CEO Matthew Zuccaro;

and BNSF Railway Company Director of Technology Services Todd Graetz Location:

Russell Senate Office Building, Rm 253, Washington, DC http://commerce.senate.gov

https://twitter.com/SenateCommerce

        12:00 PM Jewish Heritage Month Capitol Hill celebration – Jewish Heritage Month

Capitol Hill celebration, ‘Tribute to American Jewry’, with Democrats Sens. Richard

Blumenthal, Sherrod Brown, Maria Cantwell, Ben Cardin, and Chris Van Hollen and Reps.

Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Joseph Kennedy, and Brad Schneider, and Republican Rep.

John Faso Location: Russell Senate Office Building, Rm 325, Washington, DC

http://www.jewishamericanheritagemonth.us

        2:00 PM Helsinki Commission briefing on the Ukraine. – The Commission on

Security and Cooperation in Europe/Helsinki Commission meets to receive a briefing on

ending the war in Ukraine. Location: 106 Dirksen Senate Office Building

http://www.csce.gov

        2:00 PM Helsinki Commission hosts briefing on ending the war in Ukraine – ‘Ending

the War in Ukraine’ Helsinki Commission briefing, featuring U.S. Special Representative

for Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volcker, who explores the way ahead for U.S. and

international policy on Ukraine in the wake of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s re-

election Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 2016, Washington, DC

http://www.csce.gov https://twitter.com/HelsinkiComm

        2:30 PM DHS Secretary Nielsen testifies Senate Appropriations subcommittee

hearing on FY’19 budget – Homeland Security Subcommittee ‘Hearing to review the

Fiscal Year 2019 funding request and budget justification for the U.S. Department of

Homeland Security’, with testimony from Secretary of Homeland Security Kirstjen Nielsen

Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 192, Washington, DC

http://appropriations.senate.gov/ https://twitter.com/SenateApprops

        2:30 PM Senate Appropriations subcommittee hearing on FY’19 LOC and AOC

budgets – Legislative Branch Subcommittee ‘Hearing to review the Fiscal Year 2019

funding request and budget justification for the Library of Congress and the Architect of

the Capitol’, with testimony from Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden and Architect of the

Capitol Stephen Ayers Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 124, Washington, DC

http://appropriations.senate.gov/ https://twitter.com/SenateApprops

        2:30 PM Closed Briefing: Intelligence Matters Location: Rm 219, Hart Senate Office

Bldg, Washington, DC http://intelligence.senate.gov

        4:00 PM Bipartisan, bicameral lawmakers hold panel discussion on apprenticeships

and the skills gap – Democrats Sen. Chris Coons and Rep. Donald Norcross and

Republicans Sen. Jerry Moran and Rep. David McKinley hold panel discussion and

reception on addressing the skills gap in America through apprenticeships, with experts



from PBS show ‘This Old House’, including Host Kevin O’Connor, carpenter Norm Abram,

plumbing and heating expert Richard Trethewey, general contractor Tom Silva, landscape

contractor Roger Cook and Generation Next’s Nathan Gilbert. Democratic Sen. Sherrod

Brown also speaks Location: Hart Senate Office Building, Rm 902, Washington, DC

coons.senate.gov https://twitter.com/SenCoonsOffice

US House: 9:00 AM Congressional Black Caucus Twitter town hall on ‘Community

Policing and Police Accountability’ – Congressional Black Caucus Twitter hosts

‘CBCDemandsJustice – A Twitter Town Hall on Community Policing and Police

Accountability’, with Caucus Chairman Democratic Rep. Cedric Richmond and members

using Twitter’s video-reply technology to respond to questions and comments from

constituents, celebrities, activists, and advocates Location: TBD https://cbc.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/OfficialCBC #CBCDemandsJustice 

        10:00 AM Hearing on ‘Challenges and Solutions in the Opioid Abuse Crisis’ Location:

Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2141, Washington, DC http://judiciary.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/HouseJudiciary

        10:00 AM House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing on Iran – Hearing on

‘Confronting the Iranian Challenge’, with testimony from former Assistant Secretary of

State for Political Military Affairs Lincoln Bloomfield Jr.; former Assistant Secretary of

State for Arms Control and Assistant Secretary for International Security and

Nonproliferation Stephen Rademaker; and former Rep. Jane Harman Location: Rayburn

House Office Building, Rm 2172, Washington, DC http://www.hcfa.house.gov

https://twitter.com/HFACrepublicans

        10:00 AM House Workforce subcommittee hearing on implications of the opioid

epidemic – Workforce Protections Subcommittee hearing on ‘The Opioid Epidemic:

Implications for the Federal Employees’ Compensation Act’, with testimony from

Inspector General Scott Dahl; CompPharma President Joe Paduda; Congressional

Research Service Acting Section Research Manager Scott Szymendera; and Workers

Compensation Research Institute Executive Vice President and Counsel Ramona Tanabe

Location: Rm 2175, Rayburn House Office Bldg, Washington, DC

http://edworkforce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/EdWorkforce

        10:00 AM House Ways and Means subcommittee hearing on the Medicare

Advantage Program – Health Subcommittee hearing on ‘The Current Status of and

Quality in the Medicare Advantage Program’, with testimony from University of Miami

Business School Health Sector Management & Policy Associate Professor Karoline

Mortensen; Clover Health Chief Technology Officer Andrew Toy; Independence Blue Cross

Senior Markets Senior Vice President Daphne Klausner, and Georgetown University

Health Policy Institute’s Jack Hoadley Location: Longworth House Office Building, Rm

1100, Washington, DC http://waysandmeans.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/WaysandMeansGOP

        10:00 AM House Commerce subcommittee on the opioid epidemic – Oversight and

Investigations Subcommittee hearing on ‘Combating the Opioid Epidemic: Examining

Concerns About Distribution and Diversion’, with testimony from Cardinal Health

Executive Chairman of the Board George Barrett; AmerisourceBergen Corporation

Chairman, President, and CEO Steven Collis; McKesson Corporation Chairman, President,

and CEO John Hammergren; Miami-Luken Chairman of the Board Dr Joseph Mastandrea;

and former H.D. Smith Wholesale Drug Company President and CEO J. Christopher Smith

Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2123, Washington, DC

http://energycommerce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce

        10:00 AM House Veterans Affairs Committee Business Meeting, markup hearing –

Business Meeting, to assign new member to subcommittees * Immediately followed by

markup hearing on ‘H.R. 299, the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2017’; ‘H.R.

1972, the VA Billing Accountability Act’; ‘H.R. 2147, the VA Treatment Court

Improvement Act of 2017’; ‘H.R. 3642, the Military SAVE Act’; ‘H.R. 3832, the Veterans

Opioid Abuse Prevention Act’; ‘H.R. 4245, the Veterans’ Electronic Health Record

Modernization Oversight Act of 2017’; ‘H.R. 4334, the Improving Oversight of Women

Veterans’ Care Act of 2017’; ‘H.R. 4451, as amended, the Homeless Veterans’

Reintegration Programs Reauthorization Act of 2017’; ‘H.R. 4635, to direct the Secretary



of Veterans Affairs to increase the number of peer-to-peer counselors providing

counseling for women veterans, and for other purposes’; ‘H.R. 4830, as amended, the

Servicemembers Improved Transition through Reforms for Ensuring Progress Act’; ‘H.R.

4958, the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2018’; and other

bills Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm 334, Washington, DC

http://veterans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseVetAffairs

        10:00 AM House Appropriations Committee markup hearing – Markup hearing on

‘FY 2019 Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations Bill’ and ‘FY 2019

Defense Appropriations Bill’ Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2359,

Washington, DC http://appropriations.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseAppropsGOP

        10:00 AM House Transportation subcommittee hearing on use of new maritime

technologies – Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee hearing on ‘Blue

Technologies: Use of New Maritime Technologies to Improve Efficiency and Mission

Performance’, with testimony from U.S. Coast Guard Assistant Commandant for

Acquisition & Chief Acquisition Officer Rear Adm. Michael Haycock; Coastal Observing

Research and Development Center Scripps Institution of Oceanography Eric Terrill; The

Maritime Alliance President Michael Jones; International Ocean Science and Technology

Industry Association Member Chris Coyle; Autonomous Surface Vehicles LLC CEO Thomas

Chance; Oregon State University, College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences’

Tuba Ozkan-Haller; and Consortium for Ocean Leadership President Rear Adm. (Ret.)

Jonathan White Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2167, Washington, DC

http://transportation.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/Transport

        10:00 AM House Technology subcommittees joint hearing on blockchain tech,

supply chains, and combating counterfeiting – Research and Technology Subcommittee

and Oversight Subcommittee joint hearing on ‘Leveraging Blockchain Technology to

Improve Supply Chain Management and Combat Counterfeit Goods’, with testimony from

Department of Homeland Security Science and Technology Directorate Cyber Security

Division Director Dr Douglas Maughan; Nuby Law IPR counsel Bob Chiaviello; Maersk

Head of Global Trade Digitization Michael White; and UPS Vice President for Global

Customs Brokerage Staff Chris Rubio Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2318,

Washington, DC http://science.house.gov https://twitter.com/HouseScience

        10:15 AM House Energy subcommittee on policy implications of electric and

conventional vehicles – Environment Subcommittee hearing on ‘Sharing the Road: Policy

Implications of Electric and Conventional Vehicles in the Years Ahead’, with testimony

from Automobile Club of Southern California Automotive Engineering Manager Megan

McKernan (on behalf of AAA); Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers President and CEO

Mitch Bainwol; Electric Drive Transportation Association President Genevieve Cullen;

Renewable Fuels Association President and CEO Bob Dinneen; Pacific Gas and Electric

Company President and CEO Geisha Williams; American Petroleum Institute Downstream

and Industry Operations Group Director Frank Macchiarola; Union of Concerned Scientists

Clean Vehicles Program Senior Engineer David Reichmuth; and Global Partners LP Senior

Vice President Dylan Remley (on behalf of the National Association of Convenience Stores

and Society of Gasoline Marketers of America) Location: Rayburn House Office Building,

Rm 2322, Washington, DC http://energycommerce.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce

        10:15 AM House Natural Resources Committee markup hearing – Markup hearing

on ‘H.R. 221, Hydrographic Services Improvement Amendments Act’, ‘H.R. 1791,

Mountains to Sound Greenway National Heritage Act’, ‘H.R. 2591, Modernizing the

Pittman-Robertson Fund for Tomorrow’s Needs Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 3535, Ruffey

Rancheria Restoration Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 4032, Gila River Indian Community Federal

Rights-of-Way, Easements and Boundary Clarification Act’, ‘H.R. 4506, Jobs for Tribes

Act’, ‘H.R. 4689, To authorize early repayment of obligations to the Bureau of

Reclamation within the Northport Irrigation District in the State of Nebraska’, ‘H.R. 5317,

To repeal section 2141 of the Revised Statutes to remove the prohibition on certain

alcohol manufacturing on Indian lands’, ‘H.R. 5655, Camp Nelson Heritage National

Monument Act’ Location: Longworth House Office Building, Rm 1324, Washington, DC

http://naturalresources.house.gov https://twitter.com/NatResources



        11:00 AM House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer regular pen-and-pad briefing Location:

H-144, U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC www.democraticwhip.gov/

https://twitter.com/WhipHoyer

        11:00 AM House Small Business subcommittee hearing on travel and tourism –

Economic Growth, Tax, and Capital Acces Subcommittee hearing on ‘Travel and Tourism:

A Small Business Angle’, with testimony from Virginia Tourism Corporation President and

CEO Rita McClenny; Travel Tech President Steve Shur; NEMO Equipment founder and

CEO Cam Brensinger (on behalf of Outdoor Industry Association); and Wealth Protection

Strategies President and CEO Jagruti Panwala (on behalf of Asian American Hotel Owner’s

Association) Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2360, Washington, DC

http://smallbusiness.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/SmallBizGOP

        12:00 PM Jewish Heritage Month Capitol Hill celebration – Jewish Heritage Month

Capitol Hill celebration, ‘Tribute to American Jewry’, with Democrats Sens. Richard

Blumenthal, Sherrod Brown, Maria Cantwell, Ben Cardin, and Chris Van Hollen and Reps.

Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Joseph Kennedy, and Brad Schneider, and Republican Rep.

John Faso Location: Russell Senate Office Building, Rm 325, Washington, DC

http://www.jewishamericanheritagemonth.us

        12:00 PM House meets for legislative business – House of Representatives meets

for legislative business, with agenda including consideration of ‘H.R. 3170 – Small

Business Development Center Cyber Training Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 4668 – Small Business

Advanced Cybersecurity Enhancements Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 4754 – Change Order

Transparency for Federal Contractors Act’, ‘H.R. 1700 – SCORE for Small Business Act of

2018’, ‘H.R. 1680 – Women’s Business Centers Improvements Act of 2018’, ‘H.R. 1702 –

Small Business Development Centers Improvement Act of 2018’, ‘H.R. 4111 – Spurring

Business in Communities Act of 2017’, ‘H.R. 5236 – Main Street Employee Ownership Act

of 2018’, and ‘H.R. 4743 – Small Business 7(a) Lending Oversight Reform Act of 2018’

Location: U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC http://www.house.gov/

        1:00 PM Health Subcommittee hearing on improving substance use disorder

treatment – Health Subcommittee hearing on ‘Improving the Coordination and Quality of

Substance Use Disorder Treatment’, with testimony from Democratic Rep. Earl

Blumenauer; Santa Clara University Public Health Program Dean’s Executive Professor Dr

H. Westley Clark; Greensfelder, Hemker, and Gale, P.C., Officer Gerald DeLoss; Hazelden

Betty Ford Foundation Public Affairs and Advocacy Manager Jeremiah Gardner; National

Alliance on Mental Illness of Ohio Director of Policy Dustin McKee; and Faces and Voices

of Recovery Executive Director Patty Metcalf Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm

2123, Washington, DC http://energycommerce.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce

        1:00 PM Hearing on ‘Progress Report on the 2020 Census’ Location: Rayburn House

Office Building, Rm 2154, Washington, DC http://oversight.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/GOPoversight

        2:00 PM Helsinki Commission hosts briefing on ending the war in Ukraine – ‘Ending

the War in Ukraine’ Helsinki Commission briefing, featuring U.S. Special Representative

for Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volcker, who explores the way ahead for U.S. and

international policy on Ukraine in the wake of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s re-

election Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 2016, Washington, DC

http://www.csce.gov https://twitter.com/HelsinkiComm

        2:00 PM House Veterans’ Affairs subcommittee hearing on VA logistics

modernization – Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee hearing on ‘VA Logistics

Modernization: Examining the RTLS and Catamaran Projects’, with testimony from

Assistant Deputy Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Health for Administrative

Operations Tammy Czarnecki, accompanied by Department of Veterans Affairs Office of

Information and Technology Deputy Chief Information Officer and Account Manager for

Health Alan Constantian; and Department of Veterans Affairs Deputy Assistant Inspector

General for Audits and Evaluations Nicholas Dahl, accompanied by Department of

Veterans Affairs Office of Inspector General Information Technology and Security Audits

Division Director Michael Bowman Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm 334,

Washington, DC http://veterans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseVetAffairs



        2:30 PM ADF International policy briefing on ‘The Global Crisis in Religious Freedom’

– ‘The Global Crisis in Religious Freedom’ Alliance Defending Freedom International policy

briefing, on how to ‘counter the steady rise of religious persecution of Christians and

other minorities around the world’, with Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious

Freedom Sam Brownback, Republican Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, EU Special Envoy Jan Figel,

Legal Consultant to ADF International in India Balakrishnan Baskaran, and ADF Legal

Counsel Kellie Fiedorek Location: Cannon House Office Building, Rm, 340, Washington,

DC www.adfmedia.org

        3:00 PM House Rules Committee hearing – Hearing on ‘H.R. 3053 – Nuclear Waste

Policy Amendments Act of 2018’ Location: U.S. Capitol, H-313, Washington, DC

http://www.rules.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/RulesReps

        4:00 PM Bipartisan, bicameral lawmakers hold panel discussion on apprenticeships

and the skills gap – Democrats Sen. Chris Coons and Rep. Donald Norcross and

Republicans Sen. Jerry Moran and Rep. David McKinley hold panel discussion and

reception on addressing the skills gap in America through apprenticeships, with experts

from PBS show ‘This Old House’, including Host Kevin O’Connor, carpenter Norm Abram,

plumbing and heating expert Richard Trethewey, general contractor Tom Silva, landscape

contractor Roger Cook and Generation Next’s Nathan Gilbert. Democratic Sen. Sherrod

Brown also speaks Location: Hart Senate Office Building, Rm 902, Washington, DC

coons.senate.gov https://twitter.com/SenCoonsOffice

Other: 8:00 AM Dem Rep. Nancy Pelosi speaks at POLITICO Playbook interview –

POLITICO Playbook interview with House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi speaking with

Playbook Co-authors Anna Palmer and Jake Sherman on the Democratic congressional

agenda, along with policy, politics and news of the day Location: The Liaison Capitol Hill,

415 New Jersey Ave NW, Washington, DC www.politico.com

https://twitter.com/POLITICOEvents 

        8:00 AM Anti-Defamation League Leadership Summit concludes – Anti-Defamation

League Washington DC Leadership Summit (aka Shana Amy Glass National Leadership

Summit). Final day speakers include Democratic Rep. Joe Kennedy III, Republican Rep.

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, NAACP CEO Derrick Johnson, rDialogue CEO and founder Phil Rubin,

92nd Street Y President and CEO Henry Timms, and ADL CEO and National Director

Jonathan Greenblatt Location: Grand Hyatt Washington, 1000 H Street Northwest,

Washington, DC http://www.adl.org/ https://twitter.com/ADL_National

        8:00 AM Annual Humans to Mars Summit – Annual Humans to Mars (H2M) Summit,

with Explore Mars bringing together experts and space enthusiasts to discuss the

possibility of putting the first humans on Mars and how to achieve this goal. Day one

speakers include Republican Sen. Ted Cruz, Democratic Rep. Ed Perlmutter, Google Vice

President and Chief Internet Evangelist Vint Cerf, and Astronaut Takuya Onishi Location:

George Washington University, Washington, DC http://exploremars.org/

https://twitter.com/exploremars #HumansToMars

        9:00 AM Joe Biden speaks on the middle class at Brookings – ‘The future of the

middle class’ Brookings Institution Future of the Middle Class Initiative and Biden

Foundation forum, featuring remarks from former Vice President Joe Biden Location: The

Brookings Institution, 1775 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC

http://www.brookings.edu https://twitter.com/BrookingsInst #FutureMiddleClass

        9:00 AM Former FBI Director James Comey speaks at The Washington Post –

Former FBI Director James Comey speaks at The Washington Post, in conversation with

Investigative Reporter Carol Leonnig, discussing his tenure as head of the FBI, his

handling of the Hillary Clinton email investigation, his relationship with President Donald

Trump, his firing a year ago tomorrow, the investigation into Russian meddling in the

2016 election, the probe by Special Counsel Robert Mueller, and the legal challenges

facing the Trump presidency * Comey’s book, ‘A Higher Loyalty: Truth, Lies, and

Leadership’, was released 17 Apr Location: The Washington Post, 1301 K St NW,

Washington, DC http://www.washingtonpost.com/ https://twitter.com/washingtonpost

#PostLive

        9:30 AM DNC Rules and Bylaws Committee meeting – Democratic National

Committee Rules and Bylaws Committee meeting, to review the Unity Reform





Conan O’Brien: “According to a new article on Melania Trump that just came out, most

evenings Melania does not have dinner with President Trump. Yeah. Melania said,

‘Occasionally, I’ll join him during his third breakfast.’”

Conan O’Brien: “[Rudy Giuliani] was on TV this weekend and he said President Trump

may take the Fifth. Yeah, it’s unclear if Giuliani is referring to amendments or wives. No

one is quite sure.”

Conan O’Brien: “Today, Sarah Huckabee Sanders says she is unaware of hush-money

payments made by President Trump to other women. Yeah. Then Sanders opened an

envelope full of cash and said, ‘I’m sorry, I can’t talk anymore.’”

Jordan Klepper: “Today, Melania Trump announced her new First Lady platform –

departing from her old platform of clenched silence.”

Jordan Klepper: “It’s called ‘Be Best’ and it is encourages kids to be positive online. It is

a great title. ‘Be Best.’ Finally, childhood happiness is a competition. Kid, do you want to

be best in positivity? Easy, go find someone who is more positive and tweet that they are

ugly in all caps. The worst that happens is that you end up becoming President.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “Did you hear about that old very scary volcano that erupted over the

weekend? Well, his name is Rudy Giuliani.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “So with Rudy running amok on TV, the President is busy making this

country great again. Trump will reportedly be hosting not just one, but two summits at

the White House to discuss race relations in America. According to pastor Darryl Scott,

one of the summits will be with athletes. The other will be with musicians. It’s ‘famous

people only.’ No exceptions. The possible guest list includes Kanye West, Mike Tyson,

Colin Kaepernick, Evander Holyfield, and Jim Brown. That isn’t a race summit. That’s

season 45 of ‘Dancin’ With The Stars.’”

Jimmy Kimmel: “But at this summit, they’re planning to cover a host of topics, including

their plan to revitalize poor urban neighborhoods, a plan that is led by Jared Kushner.

And who better to lead that than Jared? They say he’s ready to meet a black person and

he’s learning how to high-five.”

Jimmy Kimmel: First Lady Melania Trump “unveiled her official platform at the White

House this afternoon. As you know, Michelle Obama’s focus when she was First Lady was

on healthy eating and exercise, and Melania’s focus is on helping children too. It’s very

meaningful to her. You know, her husband is a child.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “So this campaign to help stop bullying is a good cause. It’s someone

everyone can agree on, whether you’re a Republican like Little Marco or Lyin’ Ted or a

Democrat like Crooked Hillary or Crazy Bernie.”

Stephen Colbert: Rudy Giuliani “has been everywhere, saying everything, in no particular

order.”

Stephen Colbert: “Of course, it’s not easy lying for Donald Trump because he keeps

changing his story.”

Stephen Colbert: “Meanwhile, it was a big day for Melania Trump. She unveiled her

platform. We all remember Michelle Obama’s was children’s fitness, Laura Bush’s was

child literacy, and Melania’s is ‘the overall well-being of children.’ That’s kind of vague. ...

It’s like spending all year planning your Halloween party, and you decide the theme is

candy.”
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WEEKLY REPORT 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

MAY 6-12, 2018 

 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY 

  

Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Hearings, and Travel 

 

Deputy Secretary David Bernhardt will be on official travel from May 8-11 in Sacramento, CA.  

 

Assistant Deputy Secretary Todd Willens will be in the office all week. 

 

Immediate Announcements and Actions (within the next 14 days) 

  

No updates to report.  

  

15-60 Day Look-Ahead 

  

No updates to report. 

  

Awareness 

 

No updates to report.  

  

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 

 

Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Congressional Hearings, and Travel 

  

Nothing to report. 

 

Week Ahead Announcements and Actions 

  

NEW CASES: 

  

Nothing significant to report. 

  

SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS: 

  

Dine CARE v. Zinke (D.N.M.) 

On April 23, the court issued decision dismissing all of Plaintiff's claims against the Bureau of 

Land Management (BLM) with prejudice.  Plaintiff challenged the BLM’s compliance with 

NEPA and the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) for over 300 Applications for Permit 

to Drill (APDs) in the BLM’s Farmington Field Office in New Mexico. Previously, on March 31, 

2018, the court had issued a brief order stating that it planned to deny Plaintiff’s National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) claims and grant in part the NHPA claims. But in a 132-page 
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opinion, the judge changed his mind and held that the BLM had indeed complied with NEPA 

and, with respect to NHPA, that the BLM’s “record documentation for these archaeological sites 

meets the low bar that the documentation standard erects.”  

  

Public Service Company of New Mexico v. Barboan, et al. (U.S. Supreme Court) 

The U.S. Supreme Court, on April 30, denied the Public Service Company of New Mexico’s 

(PNM) petition for certiorari seeking review of a Tenth Circuit decision. The Tenth Circuit 

Court previously affirmed a decision of the District Court of New Mexico dismissing a 

condemnation action pursued by PNM against two Navajo allotments in which the Navajo 

Nation (Nation) had acquired fractional interests through escheat and the Land Buy-Back 

Program. The 10th Circuit Court determined that 25 U.S.C. § 357 does not permit the 

condemnation of tribal interests; as such, it was proper for the lower court to dismiss the 

condemnation action against allotments in which the Nation owned fractional interests.  

Moreover, the Court, in a footnote, provided that condemnation could not be pursued against 

individually-owned interests in an allotment while a company simultaneously or previously 

negotiated a right-of-way from a tribe over its fractional interests.  The Tenth Circuit relied upon 

the plain text of 25 U.S.C. § 357, the Indian law canons of construction, and the Eighth Circuit's 

34 year old decision in Nebraska Public Power District v. 100.95 Acres of Land in Thurston 

County, 719 F.2d 956 (8th Cir. 1983).  

  

06 Livestock Company, et al. (2018) 

The Interior Board of Land Appeals (Board) affirmed BLM’s grazing decisions on summary 

judgment because Appellants failed to show disputed issues of material fact.  Opinion confirms 

that not all grazing appeals require a trial-like hearing.  In upholding BLM’s use of appendices, 

tiering, and incorporation of reference in its NEPA document, the Board also affirmed principles 

and tools integral to Departmental NEPA streamlining objectives.  Finally, the Board affirmed 

BLM’s broad discretion to manage grazing privileges, including BLM’s discretion to manage 

lands at the allotment scale as opposed to at the pasture scale. 

  

Simmons v. Smith (8th Cir.) - Niobrara National Scenic River Boundary Litigation 

On April 30, the 8th Circuit found that the NPS property designated a boundary for the Niobrara 

National Scenic River. Appellant challenged the 2007 boundary delineation that occurred on his 

property, arguing that the NPS utilized an improper legal standard for the designation.  Appellant 

also alleged that he was subject to disparate treatment and that NPS acted in bad faith when it 

identified the boundary on his property.  The court rejected all of Appellant's claims.   

  

WildEarth Guardians v. BLM (D. Colo.) - Clean Air Act Challenge to Oil and Gas Leasing 

BLM’s Decisions Affirmed.  Plaintiff asserted that BLM violated the Clean Air Act (CAA) in 

two 2015 oil and gas lease sale decisions, because certain parcels are located in an ozone 

nonattainment area, and BLM had declined to perform a full determination of conformity with 

the State Implementation Plan (SIP) before authorizing leasing.  EPA’s conformity rule requires 

agencies to perform a conformity analysis if the total of direct and reasonably foreseeable 

indirect emissions from the proposed action would exceed a specific threshold (100 tons per year 

for ozone precursors).  BLM had concluded that a conformity analysis was not required because 

future emissions of ozone precursors potentially resulting from the lease sales were too uncertain 

to be considered “reasonably foreseeable.”  The court affirmed BLM’s decisions, concluding that 
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plaintiff “ha[d] not carried its burden to show that BLM acted arbitrarily or capriciously in 

determining that the information in its possession was insufficient to permit it to make a 

reasonable forecast of indirect emissions” for purposes of evaluating whether a conformity 

determination was required. 

  

OTHER LITIGATION MATTERS: 

  

Challenges to Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante NM modifications (D.D.C.) 

On April 30, three Utah counties (San Juan County, Garfield County, and Kane County) filed 

motions to intervene as defendants in the three cases challenging President Trump's 

modifications to Bears Ears National Monument and the two cases challenging President 

Trump's modifications to Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument.  DOJ has requested 

that the Department of the Interior and the Department of Agriculture indicate the position they 

intend to take on the motions. 

  

San Juan Citizens Alliance v. BLM (D. Colo.) – Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Litigation 

On April 26, Plaintiffs filed a cross-motion for summary judgment against the BLM, arguing that 

(1) BLM violated FOIA by failing to conduct a reasonable search for documents; (2) the BLM 

employees, Office of the Solicitor attorney, and DOJ attorney should be held in contempt for 

failing to disclose that certain categories of documents did not exist in response to Plaintiff's 

FOIA; (3) the BLM unlawfully withheld documents responsive to FOIA. 

  

Clean Air Council v. U.S. (E.D. Pa.) - Climate Change 

The court has ordered the United States to reply to plaintiff’s opposition to our motion to dismiss 

by May 3.  The reply will address Plaintiffs’ allegations of state-caused endangerment and 

deprivation of life, liberty and property.  Plaintiffs in this case are an environmental group and 

two children.  The case is similar to the Juliana case in the District of Oregon in that Plaintiffs in 

this case allege that the deregulatory policies of the Administration violate supposed 

constitutional rights and the public trust doctrine.   

  

Friends of Etna Turpentine Camp, Inc. v. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and Department of 

the Interior (M.D. Fla.) 

Plaintiff filed a complaint in December 2017, in the District Court seeking injunctive relief for 

the FWS’ failure to respond with the statutory time limit under the FOIA.  Plaintiff sought 

documents regarding the Suncoast Parkway II, Etna Turpentine Camp, the effect the parkway 

would have on species in the right of way of the proposed toll road and Biological Opinions 

regarding the applied for permit by the Florida Department of Transportation.  The Etna 

Turpentine Camp was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2009.  The FWS has 

provided a response to Plaintiff’s request and has provided all releasable documents. 

  

Black Warrior Riverkeeper, Inc. v. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) (N.D. Ala.) 

Plaintiffs filed this amended complaint September 13, 2017, challenging the Corps’ issuance of a 

Section 404 permit for Black Creek Mine, located on tributaries of the Black Warrior River in 

Jefferson County, Alabama, including the Corps’ consultation with FWS under the Endangered 

Species Act (ESA).  On April 4, the United States filed its response to Plaintiffs’ motion for 

summary judgment.  In response to Plaintiffs’ claim that the informal consultation process was 



4 

not completed because of the Service’s concurrence with the Corps’ “not likely to adversely 

affect” determination specifically mentioned only the conclusion as to listed species, and did not 

mention critical habitat, the United States countered that because the letter did not include an 

express nonconcurrence as to critical habitat, the FWS clearly intended to concur with the Corps’ 

finding, and the omission (which was inadvertent) had no substantive impact on the outcome of 

the consultation.  Plaintiffs’ response, filed April 25, argues that whether or not the omission was 

inadvertent, the failure to complete consultation was a violation of the ESA.  The United States’ 

reply is due May 16. 

  

Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town v. Interior (10th Cir.) 

Moot court for oral argument will be May 10.  Argument is scheduled for May 15. 

  

Williams, et al. v. United States (S.D. Miss.)  

Plaintiffs filed a lawsuit pursuant to the FTCA in the Southern District of Mississippi, seeking 

personal injury and property damages totaling $13,699,036.  Plaintiffs allege that a National Park 

Service Ranger was negligent in making a U-turn to follow a vehicle that committed a traffic 

infraction resulting in a vehicle accident that seriously injured Mr. and Mrs. Williams and their 

two children.  The United States’ Answer is due June 9, 2018. 

  

Sturgeon v. Frost (Supreme Court) 

The United States' response to Plaintiff's certiorari petition is due May 7.  At issue is a Ninth 

Circuit decision affirming National Park Service’s (NPS's) authority to regulate hovercraft use 

on certain waters within Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) 

Conservation System Units in Alaska. Citing the Katie John precedent, the Ninth Circuit held 

that the United States has an implied reservation of water rights in the Nation River, rendering it 

"public lands" for purposes of ANILCA.   

  

James Lee Williams v. United States, No. 18-1689 (Fed. Cir.) 

In May 2017, James Lee Williams filed a complaint against the United States, claiming that the 

Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) and BLM, among other non-federal defendants, violated his 

constitutional rights by denying him the right to acquire land and water rights on an area of land 

in the Colorado River known as Yuma Island.  Mr. Williams is seeking $25 million in damages.  

The court granted the United States’ motion to dismiss, and closed the case on January 31.  On 

March 12, Plaintiff filed a notice of appeal in the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.  

Plaintiff’s opening brief is due April 27, and the United States’ responsive brief is due on May 4. 

  

United States v. Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe (D. Utah) 

In October 2017, the United States Attorneys’ Office, upon consultation with the Solicitor’s 

Office (SOL), filed a criminal complaint against a group self-described as the “Uinta Valley 

Shoshone Tribe” and three of its officers seeking an injunction to prevent the Defendants from 

selling fraudulent hunting and fishing licenses.  The licenses purportedly allow the holders to 

harvest wildlife on land held in trust for the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray 

Reservation.  The Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe is not a federally recognized tribe and has no 

regulatory authority within the Uintah and Ouray Reservation. The United States alleges wire 

fraud in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1343.  On April 30, the parties submitted cross-motions for 

summary judgment.    
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State of North Dakota v. Chase Iron Eyes (North Dakota District Court, Morton County) 

The State of North Dakota has charged Chase Iron Eyes with inciting a riot and trespass related 

to his activity at the Dakota Access Pipe Line protest.  Mr. Iron Eyes is one of 32 defendants in 

this criminal prosecution.  Mr. Iron Eyes’ defense team has served at least 18 subpoena duces 

tecum on federal law enforcement agencies that were present at the protest including the Bureau 

of Indian Affairs (BIA), NPS, and, possibly, the FWS.  According to the U.S. Attorney’s Office 

for the District of North Dakota (USAO-ND), case law that suggests it would be premature to 

file a motion to quash the federal subpoenas duces tecum when there has been no motion to 

enforce the subpoenas.  Thus, it is USAO-ND's position that each federal agency respond to the 

subpoena for records as it deems appropriate (e.g., Touhy process or FOIA) until there is a 

motion to enforce the subpoena.  DOI Touhy regulations explicitly do not apply to “Federal, 

State and Tribal criminal court proceedings....".  43 CFR 2.280.  Thus, the SOL Northeast 

Region (NER) has been facilitating communications among SOL Divisions of General Law 

(DGL), Indian Affairs (DIA), and Parks and Wildlife (DPW), and USAO-ND to assure a 

consistent DOI response to these subpoenas.  

  

Turner v. USFWS (S.D. Ill.) 

On April 13, the Department of Justice (DOJ) filed a motion to dismiss (MTD) the complaint of 

Seth Turner under Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (FRCP) 12(b)(1) for failure to state a claim 

related to issuance of the incidental take permit by the FWS for take associated with operation of 

the Pioneer Trail Wind Farm.  Mr. Turner, a spelunker, alleges he was harmed when the FWS 

approved mitigation credit for cave gating of Griffith Cave, a cave located on private property, 

under ESA Section 10.  Should the court fail to grant the FWS’ motion, the DOJ has further 

alleged that Mr. Turner’s 500 paragraph, 88 page complaint violates FRCP 8, and requests that 

the Court require the pro-se litigant to shorten the length of his complaint. 

  

In re Waters of the Klamath River Basin, (Klamath Co. Cir. Ct.) - Water Rights Adjudication 

Involving Water Rights for the Klamath Tribes and the FWS 

On April 27, the County Circuit Court issued a case management order setting out the scheduling 

for resolving exceptions.  The adjudication has been broken down into Phases 1-3. Phase 1 dealt 

with procedural issues and Phase 2 deals with minor errors. Phase 3 deals with the merits, 

resolving the exceptions that parties have filed to the Oregon Water Resource Department's 

determinations on water rights claims.  The Court broke Phase 3 into two parts. In Part 1, the 

parties will resolve various cross-cutting legal issues. In Part 2, remaining exceptions will be 

resolved.  In the April 27 order, the court broke Phase 3, Part 1 into three groups for briefing: (1) 

pre-1909 and non-tribal federal reserved water rights, (2) Walton and Klamath Termination Act 

rights, and (3) tribal reserved water rights.  He set out a briefing schedule only for the first group, 

with Exceptors' opening motions due August 3; responses in support of Exceptors due August 

24; responses in opposition to Exceptors due November 16; replies due January 18, 2019; and 

oral argument set for February 26-28, 2019. This first group of Phase 1, Part 1 will involve BOR 

and FWS water rights claims. 

  

National Wildlife Federation, et al. v. National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), et al. (D. Or.) 

- "FCRPS BiOp Litigation" 
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On April 17, the court amended its 2016 remand order to eliminate the requirement that NMFS 

issue a new biological opinion by December 31.  The court extended the deadline for a new 

biological opinion to March 26, 2021, to coincide with completion of the ongoing NEPA 

analysis. The court invited motions for further relief to govern interim operations in the event 

that NMFS does not issue a biological opinion by the expiration of the current opinion on 

December 31. 

  

Allen, et al. v. U.S. (9th Cir.) 

Appellants’ Opening Brief was filed on April 20, challenging an Order Denying Plaintiffs’ 

Motion for Summary Judgment (MSJ) and Granting Defendants MSJ issued in District Court on 

November 27, 2017.  Appellants Ukiah Valley Indians of Pinoleville, who are or were part of the 

Pinoleville Tribe residing on the Reservation, sought to organize as a separate half-blood tribe 

under the Indian Reorganization Act (IRA).  In January 2015, a Ninth Circuit Settlement 

Agreement in Allen v. US, Case No. 12-16573, mandated DOI decide Appellants’ eligibility to 

organize a separate tribe, and the AS-IA authorized the Pacific Regional Director (RD) to issue a 

final decision.  On April 1, 2016, the RD found Appellants ineligible to organize a half-blood 

tribe because they are among individuals for whom the Reservation was established, noting they 

or their ancestors participated in organizing the Tribe and are thus ineligible to create a half-

blood tribe consistent with definitions of “tribe” as an organized group residing on one 

reservation. 25 U.S.C. § 479; 25 C.F.R. § 81.1(w)(2).  

  

Upper Lake Pomo Association, et al. v. Cecil Andrus, et al. (N.D. Cal.) 

On April 13, a Motion to Hold Defendants in Contempt of the Order Granting Plaintiffs’ Motion 

for Partial Summary Judgment was filed on behalf of the daughter of decedent Amerdine 

Jackson, who was a member of the Habemotolel Pomo of Upper Lake (Tribe).  The Tribe was 

restored to federal recognition pursuant to the Andrus litigation, which provides that lands 

previously owned by Indians and Indian Tribes shall or may be taken into trust.  Plaintiff claims 

the Order mandates that BIA acquire her Mother’s property in trust, but probate has not been 

completed and is stalled because a deed purporting to transfer the land to the United States in 

trust was recorded by Ms. Jackson with the County in 1998, although it was never approved by 

BIA.  The State probate court apparently concluded it does not have jurisdiction, so BIA 

executed a Notice of Non-Acceptance of Recorded Deed, but it is unclear if this was filed with 

the probate court. Our response is due May 4.  

  

United States v. Estate of E. Wayne Hage (D. Nev.) 

Following the oral argument on April 13, when the Ninth Circuit panel got sidetracked by 

Hage’s (inaccurate) statement that the federal agencies have denied his request to divert his water 

rights, for an appeal limited to damages assessed for his trespass grazing, DOJ filed a 

supplemental letter with the Ninth Circuit on April 25, with documentation rebutting Hage’s 

inaccurate claims.  On April 26, the Ninth Circuit issued an Order withdrawing the appeal from 

submission and referring it to a Senior Circuit Judge to serve as a mediator and explore whether 

the parties wish to mediate the matter.  The order to mediate was not unexpected in light of 

comments made by the Ninth Circuit panel at oral argument in response to Hage’s misleading 

assertions about federal agency actions regarding diversion of the Hage Estate’s water rights.   

  

NON-LITIGATION MATTERS: 
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The Semiquincentennial Commission 

The Semiquincentennial Commission is a 33 member independent commission with 24 voting 

members (including members of Congress and private citizens) and 9 non-voting ex official 

members (Including the Secretary of the Interior and other Federal Government officials) 

charged with planning activities and events to celebrate the nation's 250th birthday on July 4, 

2026.  The Act directs the Secretary to enter into an arrangement with a nonprofit organization to 

perform administrative, financial and procurement functions for the Commission. The National 

Parks Branch is coordinating with General Law and the Ethics office to identify any legal or 

ethics issues relating to the Commission and provide legal advice regarding the agreement with 

the nonprofit and for the Commission moving forward.  

  

Implementation of the Blackfeet Water Rights Settlement 

Under procedures developed by the Secretary's Indian Water Rights Office (SIWRO), Division 

of Water Resources (DWR) provides support in the implementation of this recently enacted 

settlement, including drafting various documents necessary for the Secretary's execution of the 

settlement agreement and related documents.  As part of this process, the Solicitor’s Office 

requests formal concurrence from the Department of Justice in our view that the Secretary can 

execute the underlying settlement agreement and associated waivers of claims.  DWR sent the 

final, signed concurrence letter to DOJ on April 18, and we await DOJ’s response.  Meanwhile, 

DWR will provide a draft recommendation from SOL to the Secretary to the Front Office for 

review and finalization.  SIWRO advises that a signing ceremony may be scheduled for mid-

May and wants to expedite a final package through SOL and Executive Secretariat for surnaming 

by all relevant bureaus.  

  

Wisteria Island Title Dispute 

DLR is finalizing a draft letter regarding affirmative litigation for Front Office review.  The letter 

will be submitted within the next few weeks. 

  

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) Lease Sale 251 

DMR has completed review of the Final Notice of Sale (FNOS) for Gulf of Mexico Outer 

Continental Shelf (OCS) Lease Sale 251, scheduled for August 15.  It is now with the front 

office for surname. Full Departmental clearance and publication of the FNOS is required before 

July 15, to hold the sale as scheduled. 

  

BOEM National OCS Leasing Program 

On May 4, BOEM is briefing the Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management 

(ASLMM) on how Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions will be analyzed in the 2019-2024 Oil and 

Gas Program (2019-2024 Program).  DMR has provided advice to BOEM and will be 

participating in that briefing. 

  

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) Production Safety Systems Rule 

On April 26, OMB communicated a determination that it will treat the rule as significant, 

triggering a 60-day interagency review.  The Solicitor’s Office is working with the BSEE to 

complete the review process for the preamble, rule text, regulatory impact analysis, and 

environmental assessment, so that the Department can share final versions with OMB.  
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BSEE Well Control Rule Proposed Revisions 

On April 27, BSEE transmitted to the Office of the Federal Register for publication a notice of 

proposed rulemaking proposing to modify elements of the regulations promulgated through the 

2016 Final Well Control Rule.   

  

OCS Renewables Safety Jurisdiction 

DMR met with supervisory legal counsel at the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) on May 1 to discuss 

the question of whether USCG possesses statutory authority under the Outer Continental Shelf 

Lands Act (OCSLA) to regulate worker safety in connection with renewable energy facilities on 

the outer Continental Shelf.  DMR believes that they do; USCG counsel believes that they do 

not, and states that, regardless, they do not intend to regulate.  DMR briefed the BSEE Director 

on the issue on April 26. 

  

Enforcement of Demand Letter 

A Knoxville attorney is providing legal advice to the Eastern Regional of BIA as the agency 

assists the Catawba Tribe to recover approximately $18,000.00 in damages to timber on the trust 

lands of the Catawba Indian Reservation. The trespass occurred in 2016.  The trespassers are 

believed to be both tribal and non-tribal individuals. 

  

Mountain Valley Pipeline 

·       Protests:  One protester abandoned a “tree sit” on federal lands, and the tree stand has been 

dismantled.  Two protesters remain encamped in trees, blocking necessary tree clearing and 

construction activities. The U.S. Forest Service (FS) made multiple arrests this week as protest 

support teams attempted to resupply the protesters in violation of the FS’ closure order for the 

area.  Protesters have erected five other tree sits on private lands. 

·       Variance request:  On April 23, after consulting with SOL, BLM signed a variance 

authorizing Mountain Valley Pipeline to clear trees after a March 31 tree clearing deadline.  

Mountain Valley Pipeline had agreed to the March 31 deadline in order to provide additional 

protective measures for migratory birds. In support of the variance request, Mountain Valley 

Pipeline's attorneys attached M-37050 ("The Migratory Bird Treaty Act Does Not Prohibit 

Incidental Take"), agreed to conduct avian surveys before tree clearing, and transmitted 

comments of the FWS determining that the proposed tree clearing would not require re-initiation 

of consultation.  The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) ultimately approved the 

variance after considering the signatures and views of the other Federal agencies. 

·       Notice to proceed:  On April 23, after consulting with SOL, BLM issued a notice to proceed 

with road widening and vegetation removal on access roads. 

  

National Park Service, Fort Donelson National Battlefield, Visitor’s Center Design and Build 

Renovation Project. (Update as of April 24) 

The National Park Service entered into a firm-fixed price design and build contract with KHDM 

Construction LLC, an (8)(a) small business contractor, to renovate Fort Donelson Visitor’s 

Center in Dover, Tennessee. The contract value is $965,212.00. The period of performance date 

was September 2016; however, the project has not been completed due, in part, to a breakdown 

in negotiations for additional costs associated with completing the project.  The project delay has 

caught local media attention. NPS requested a revised cost proposal to complete the project; 
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however, the contractor failed to respond to the NPS’ request.  The contractor has also been 

unresponsive to the contracting officer’s recent attempts to reach the contractor by phone and 

email.  The SOL advised the Bureau Procurement Chief and Lead Contracting Officer on 

Termination for Default procedures and assisted with coordinating concurrence with Small 

Business Administration (SBA).  After consulting with SOL, the Contracting Officer has 

determined that terminating the contract for default is in the best interest of the Government.  

SOL has reviewed the required Termination for Default Notice to the contractor for legal 

sufficiency and will continue to provide advice and guidance throughout the re-procurement 

process.  

  

NPS Bike Sharing Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Arlington County 

The Parks Branch advised the NPS on a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the 

NPS (acting through the Superintendent of the George Washington Memorial Parkway 

(GWMP)) and Arlington County, Virginia, concerning the implementation of the regional bike 

sharing system in the Arlington County portion of GWMP.  The NPS and Arlington County 

currently intend to establish bike sharing stations on NPS-administered property at Theodore 

Roosevelt Island, Gravelly Point, and the Marine Corps War Memorial.  The MOU will be 

signed in the near future. 

  

Meeting held on April 20 to discuss the Birmingham Civil Rights National Monument 

The City of Birmingham and the Federal Government are co-owners of the A.G. Gaston Motel 

(Gaston Motel), the cornerstone land improvement for the Birmingham Civil Rights National 

Monument (BICR).  The plan is to renovate the Gaston Motel, using initial funding provided by 

the City of Birmingham.  Prepartory matters to that end are proceeding under a Framework 

Agreement, and the plan is to transition operations under a more detailed Cooperative 

Management Agreement (CMA).  Earlier work on the final draft CMA was suspended in order to 

allow the new leadership for the City of Birmingham to review of draft CMA agreement and to 

otherwise become more familiar with the BICR.  On April 20, representatives from the SOL 

Southeast Region (SER), met with the Chief Assistant City Attorney for the City of Birmingham, 

and several senior staff at the SE Regional Office of the NPS to discuss the current state of 

affairs for BICR and the final draft CMA.  While the April 20, meeting was very productive, it 

was determined that there were a number of outstanding matters that needed to be addressed 

before the draft final CMA was ready for legal review. 

  

Great Smoky Mountains National Park - Gatlinburg Fires - Administrative Tort Claims 

On April 24, the Torts Practice Branch received 241 additional administrative claims in excess of 

75 million dollars, which relate to the November 2016 Chimney Tops 2 fires in the Great Smoky 

Mountain National Park and surrounding areas.  Claimants assert the Park's fire suppression 

efforts were negligent and it failed to follow required protocols. These additional claims bring 

the total number of administrative claims filed to date to more than 440.  Combined, the claim 

amounts exceed $2 billion dollars. 

  

From April 23 - 25, Tort Practice Branch lead attorneys participated in witness interviews and 

briefings by the Great Smokey Mountains NPS leadership and staff regarding the 2016 Chimney 

Tops 2 fires in the Great Smokey Mountains and surrounding areas.  Fourteen people died and 

hundreds were injured. Moreover more than 2,400 houses and structures were damaged or 
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destroyed by the fire.  To date, more than 440 administrative tort claims have been filed and the 

total claim amount exceeds $2 billion dollars. 

  
Or. Natural Desert Ass'n v. Jewell (9th Cir. Oct. 20, 2016); Or. Natural Desert Ass'n v. Zinke (D. 

Or. Apr. 18, 2017) 

Proposed attorneys’ fees settlement in Steens Wind case.  Equal Access to Justice Act (EAJA) 

fee settlement recommendation memorandum will be submitted for Front Office review after 

BLM has completed its review and briefing. 

  

California WaterFix (CWF) 

Cases in chief for the protestants before the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 

water right hearing for CWF, Part 2, closed on Wednesday, April 25, 2018.  Parties to the 

hearing now await a ruling from the SWRCB on a rebuttal schedule.   CVP contractors and 

Reclamation are preparing for the CWF to be a State-only project, with only minimal use by the 

CVP, or its contractors.  Because a State-only CWF may have impacts to the water supply of the 

CVP, Reclamation is beginning to build an accounting model in CalSimII to account for a State-

only operated CWF.  This will include outreach to CVP contractor (and CWF protestant) 

modelers, as well as modelers for Metropolitan Water District (MWD), the State Water 

Contractors (SWC), and the California Division of Water Resources (CDWR).  If it continues to 

look like there will be little, to no, CVP participation, it will raise issues with whether 

Reclamation should continue as a co-petitioner for the water right change before the SWRCB, 

and whether we should continue as NEPA and ESA federal lead agencies.  Currently, there are 

notions that if MWD, CDWR and the SWCs cannot come to an agreement over the extent of 

mitigation needed for the CVP, then Reclamation should consider withdrawing its petition before 

the State Board.  

 

 30-60 Day Look-Ahead 

  

Significant Litigation Deadlines are reported separately. 

 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE AND PARKS  

 

Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Hearings, and Travel 

  

On May 8, Susan Combs, Senior Advisor to the Secretary, exercising the authority of the 

Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, will be at the Continuity of Operations 

Procedures Exercise. 

 

On May 7-9, Deputy Assistant Secretary Aurelia Skipwith will be making a site visit to Jackson, 

Mississippi. 

 

On May 8, Deputy Assistant Secretary Ryan Hambleton will be at the Continuity of Operations 

Procedures Exercise. 

 

From May 4-7, FWS Principal Deputy Director Greg Sheehan will be on leave. 
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From May 6-7, NPS Deputy Director Dan Smith will be in the office. On May 8, Dan will be at 

the Continuity of Operations Procedures Exercise.  On May 9, he will be back in the office.   

 

Immediate Announcements and Actions (within the next 14 days)  

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

[NEW] From May 2-31, the Federal Aviation Administration and FWS will seek public 

comments on the draft environmental assessment for repair and replacement of damaged sections 

of a seawall at Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge and Battle of Midway National 

Memorial. The seawall protects the southern portion of Sand Island and Henderson Airfield’s 

runway from erosion. Henderson Airfield is an emergency landing site for transpacific 

commercial flights. This action is non-controversial. Outreach is planned to include local public 

notifications through the web and social media, and notifications to members of Congress in 

Hawaii, with targeted stakeholder outreach. (05/02/2018) 

[NEW] The week of May 6, FWS will announce updated eagle priors and seek comment on 

several options for applying them. “Priors” are inputs for the collision risk model (CRM) FWS 

uses to estimate eagle fatalities at wind energy facilities. In the 2016 final rule revising the eagle 

incidental take permit regulations, FWS committed to update the golden eagle priors and explore 

whether sufficient data exist to develop separate bald eagle exposure and collision priors. The 

revised priors incorporate much more data than the original priors; enough to create species-

specific priors. The updated collision prior is slightly lower than the current prior for golden 

eagles and higher for bald eagles. No outreach is planned. Responsive talking points will be 

available for if asked questions. 05/02/2018 

 

On May 8, FWS Northeast Regional Director Wendi Weber will give a keynote address at the 

36th Annual National Native American Fish and Wildlife Society Conference. This year’s 

conference is hosted by the Narragansett Tribe and is being held in Providence, Rhode Island. 

FWS will provide presentations on coastal resilience projects in Rhode Island, eagle policy and 

permitting, white-nose syndrome in bats, and a possible field trip to the Rhode Island NWR 

complex. (04/11/2018)  

 

[UPDATE] On May 8 and 10, public meetings are scheduled to discuss the Notice of Intent 

(NOI) to conduct a 30-day public scoping period and prepare an Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) for the Skookumchuck Wind Energy Project Habitat Conservation Plan in 

Washington. On or around May 3, FWS expects publication in the Federal Register of the NOI. 

The FWS will be preparing an EIS to evaluate the issuance of an Incidental Take Permit for 

marbled murrelet, bald eagle, and golden eagle for a proposed wind energy project in Lewis 

County, Washington. The project is expected to be controversial with conservation organizations 

(e.g., American Bird Conservancy, Audubon Society, and Washington Forest Law Center). FWS 

has received two Freedom of Information Act requests related to the project. A communications 

plan has been shared with FWS HQ; outreach announcing the public scoping period is planned 

for Washington media, congressional offices, local and state officials, tribes, and stakeholders. 

(Updated 05/02/2018) 
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[UPDATE] FWS has granted a two-week extension and the comment period for the draft 

Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed development of the Crocker Wind Farm in 

Clark County, South Dakota.  It will now close on May 8.  We had a request from local citizens 

to extend the comment period, Geronimo Energy, the developers for the Crocker Wind Farm, is 

interested in expeditiously moving the process along, however tribal consultation will not take 

place until mid-May, 2018.  FWS issued a press release regarding the extension on April 23. 

(Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

On or around May 15, FWS will publish a proposal to establish annual hunting regulations for 

certain migratory game birds for the 2019-20 hunting season. This is the first step in the annual 

regulatory cycle. The FWS Regulations Committee will recommend the final frameworks at their 

October meeting. Planned outreach includes congressional and stakeholder notifications. No 

news release is planned. Responsive talking points will be available for if asked questions. 

(04/11/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] In early May, pending clearance by DOI, FWS will make a final determination on 

the proposal to reclassify the Tobusch fishhook cactus from endangered to threatened. This plant 

species has shown significant recovery due in part to collaborative conservation efforts with 

partners. Supporters of this action include the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, the Texas 

Department of Transportation, the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, and The Nature 

Conservancy. FWS has gained positive coverage on downlisting proposals, and anticipates more 

interest when this final determination is announced. A communications plan has been developed. 

It includes outreach to congressional offices, local and state officials and stakeholders.  A news 

release to media and posting information on social media is planned at time of publication in the 

Federal Register. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

National Park Service 

 

In early May, the NPS plans to release a prospectus for five concession contracts to provide 

cruise ship services at Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve. Two of the contracts are set aside 

for the two historic operators identified through the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 

Act (ANILCA). Cruise ship services contracts have been awarded since 1980 on a 10 year basis. 

New contract terms are similar to previous contracts, shaped in accordance with both Glacier 

Bay National Park and Preserve-specific legislation and NPS law and policy. Contracts will be 

awarded by late October, 2019. The prospectus is in final Department and Solicitor review. 

(Updated 04/11/18). 

 

On May 6, Yosemite National Park will complete a pilot traffic management program aimed at 

increasing safety and minimizing long lines at the Arch Rock Entrance Station on California 

Route 140. The park is working with the California Department of Transportation (CalTrans) and 

the California Highway Patrol (CHP) to temporarily stop vehicles on the road leading to the 

park, allowing traffic to incrementally enter the park on the popular road. This is one of the pilot 

programs the park is implementing to address traffic congestion, ensure visitor access, and 

address safety concerns for park visitors. (Updated 04/25/18) 
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[NEW] On or about May 7, Saguaro National Park will initiate a two week public comment 

period for an Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze impacts of the continued traditional 

harvesting of Saguaro Fruit and Cholla Buds by the Tohono O'odham Nation within Park 

boundaries. This EA is a requirement of the August 2016 NPS rule, Gathering of Certain Plants 

by Federally Recognized Indian Tribes for Traditional Purposes (36 CFR 2.6), to establish a 

management framework for tribes to gather certain plant parts within NPS units for traditional 

purposes. The harvesting of Saguaro Fruit and Cholla Buds is a long standing tradition of the 

tribal members. (05/02/2018) 

 

Between May 7 - 10, an NPS planning team will host several public meetings throughout the 

State of Mississippi as part of the civic engagement phase of a special resource study (SRS) 

looking at significant civil rights sites in Mississippi, including locations related to the life and 

murder of Medgar Evers, the lynching of Emmett Till and the murder of three freedom riders. 

The team will visit five different communities across the state containing resources that were 

identified in the legislation requiring the SRS. The study will evaluate the potential for inclusion 

of each site in the national park system based on whether it meets Congressionally-established 

criteria for significance, suitability, feasibility, and need for NPS management. Representatives 

from Congressman Bennie Thompson's office and the Mississippi Department of Archives and 

History are expected to participate in the public meetings. PEPC site:  

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/MSCR SRS (04/18/18). 

 

Between May 7 - 25, a spending plan will be developed and submitted to the Department for 

approval for the new Historic Preservation Fund grant program subgrant program (yet to be 

named).  Five million in physical preservation funding was passed as part of the FY 2018 budget 

to grant "block grant" funding to organizations that will subgrant funding to historic properties of 

national, State, and local significance listed in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of 

Historic Places.  Development of a spending plan was mandated in the appropriations language.  

Preservation partners may have questions about the stage of development of this program. 

(4/25/2018) 

Between May 7 – 25, State Historic Preservation Offices and Tribal Historic Preservation 

Offices may apply for the remaining funding from the FY 2018 Annual HPF grants that is 

noticed on Grants.gov.  The application deadline 6/30/18.  (Updated 4/25/2018) 

 

During the week of May 7, Glen Canyon National Recreation Area staff are participating in a 

four-day workshop hosted by BLM to discuss alternatives regarding the Grand Staircase 

Escalante National Monument and Kanab Field Office – Escalante Area Resource Management 

Plans. On April 10, the park and the BLM held its first cooperating agency meeting. The NPS 

agreed to be a cooperating agency during this planning effort with Glen Canyon National 

Recreation Area functioning as the NPS point of contact. Consolidated comments from all 

involved NPS park units were reviewed by the regional office and sent to the BLM on April 13. 

(04/18/18) 

 

[NEW] On May 8 and 9,  Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore is hosting two public meetings to 

solicit feedback related to visitor use management within the westernmost portion of the 

lakeshore. The public will be invited to comment online between May 8 and June 6, 2018. 

(05/02/2018) 
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On May 9, Devils Postpile National Monument will announce the temporary summer closure to 

camping at its 20-site campground to accommodate expanded day-use. The campground area 

will be open for parking, picnicking, and provide improved river access for fishing. The 

monument will be developing a long-term plan for the campground to better meet visitor needs. 

Campers will be encouraged to use the six U.S. Forest Service campgrounds located in the 

immediate vicinity of the park. (4/25/2018) 

 

By May 10, Death Valley National Park anticipates releasing the final Bonnie Clare Road 

Reconstruction Environmental Assessment and FONSI. Reconstruction work is scheduled to 

start in August 2018 and be completed by May 2019. This will allow reopening of the northeast 

entrance to the park and restore public access to Scotty's Castle after massive damage from 

flooding in October 2015. PEPC link  (Updated 04/18/18) 

 

By May 10, Death Valley National Park and the Ridgecrest BLM office anticipate opening a 

public comment period on the Keystone Mine Plan of Operations Amendment and 

accompanying Environmental Assessment. The mine is on BLM land near the park's western 

border, but the mining plan includes the use of water rights within the park. (updated 04/18/18). 

 

On May 10-11, the NPS will hold public forums and stakeholder sessions to present the 

Savannah National Historic Landmark District Integrity & Assessment report. Public comments 

on the report are also being accepted through June 30.  (04/18/18) 

 

[NEW] On or about May 11, the NPS will sign the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 

for an Environmental Assessment (EA) to construct a garage/maintenance building that will be 

used for two electric-vehicle shuttle vans at Valles Caldera National Preserve. The preferred 

alternative will be to construct the garage in an already-disturbed location. The construction 

project is funded by a grant from the Department of Transportation, Federal Transit 

Administration. The same grant was also used to purchase the shuttle vans and construct a solar 

photovoltaic panel system to generate electric power/fuel the vans. (05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On May 11, Glacier National Park expects to have a signed Finding of No 

Significant Impact for the Sperry Chalet Next 100 Years Project. The park expects to issue a 

press release on May 13 with this update. The EA will identify the NPS' preferred alternative, 

which is to use existing remnant walls to rebuild the structure, replicating and retaining as many 

historic character features as is practicable, and achieving some modernization in design. 

(Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

Between May 10-30, Death Valley National Park anticipates releasing the final Scotty's Castle 

Flood Rehabilitation Environmental Assessment and FONSI. This document analyzes repair 

work planned for historic structures, the cultural landscape, utilities, parking, and walkways to 

recover from damage from a flash flood in October 2015. The historic district is scheduled to 

reopen to the public in 2020. PEPC link (Updated 04/18/18) 

 

[NEW] On May 15, Rock Creek Park will host a public meeting at the Silver Spring Library to 

share information about the ongoing rehabilitation of Beach Drive. Staff from the Federal 
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Highway Administration, the DC Department of Transportation, DC Water, and the NPS 

National Capital Region will discuss the current status and the upcoming work on Segment 4 of 

the project. Segment 4 is the final part of the project and is expected to be finalized in Fall 2019. 

(05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] By May 15, Death Valley National Park and Mojave National Preserve will begin 

efforts to relocate up to 2,500 feral burros from each park. Peaceful Valley Donkey Rescue (a 

nonprofit partner) will fund and carry out the roundups, test burros for disease, relocate them to 

holding facilities, and domesticate the animals for adoption. This is anticipated to generate public 

interest. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

By May 15, pending Departmental approval, the NPS will publish a Federal Register notice 

announcing that the Department has authorized the preparation of a World Heritage nomination 

for the Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks in Ohio.  It is recirculating for surname.  With nine 

component properties including those that form Hopewell Culture National Historical Park, and 

others managed by the State of Ohio, this series of geometric mounds is approximately 2,000 

years old.  The nomination file, which will take more than a year to draft, will be developed by 

local proponents in Ohio with guidance from the NPS.  Upon completion and review, the Office 

of the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks will determine whether the nomination 

will be submitted to the World Heritage Committee.  (Updated 04/18/18). 

 

On May 15, Rock Creek Park will issue a prospectus and begin accepting proposals from 

vendors to provide equestrian and related services at the park’s horse center in Washington, 

D.C., under a new 10-year concession contract. Services sought include private horse boarding, 

therapeutic riding programs, instructional camps, guided trail rides and riding lessons. Contract 

offers must be received by June 15. (04/11/18). 

 

On May 15-16, the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail Advisory Council 

will hold a public meeting in Jamestown, Virginia. This will be the Council's final meeting since 

trail advisory councils are only authorized for 10 years under the National Trails System Act. 

Deputy Director Dan Smith plans to attend the first day. (04/12/18) 

 

By May 18, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA) expects to issue the Final 

Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact for the Muir Woods National 

Monument Salmon Habitat Enhancement and Bridge Replacement Project. The selected 

alternative will restore aquatic habitat degraded by riprap that was placed along the creek banks 

in the 1930s and replace four deteriorated pedestrian bridges that were installed in the 1990s.  

The project implements part of the 2014 General Management Plan/Environmental Impact 

Statement. The projects themselves are not expected to be controversial, but there is public 

interest in ensuring that NPS schedules its projects to reduce cumulative impacts from planned 

construction work in the area by the Marin County Department of Public Works and the Federal 

Highways Works Administration. (Updated 04/25/18) 

 

[NEW] Between May 19 - 23, the NPS will participate in the largest travel industry trade show 

in the country, IPW, in Denver, Colorado. The show focuses on international travel to the United 

States.  The NPS has scheduled appointments with 100+ international tour operators to discuss 
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outdoor recreation opportunities on park lands, policy, regulatory requirements, fees, and other 

issues. The NPS participates alongside a team of Federal agencies including DOI, FWS, BLM, 

BIA, Commerce Department, State Department, that engage with the tourism sector. DOI Office 

of Intergovernmental and External Affairs will also be participating. (05/02/2018) 

 

 

15-60 Day Look-Ahead  

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

 [UPDATE]  Between May 20-25, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a proposed rule 

and open a 30-day public comment period on the 2018-19 Refuge-Specific Hunting and Sport 

Fishing Regulations. The proposed rule would open up to 30 various national wildlife refuges to 

hunting and/or sport fishing for the first time and expand hunting and fishing opportunities at 

others. Outreach is planned to include a national news release when the Federal Register notice 

is published and notifications to members of Congress in affected districts, with some 

stakeholder outreach. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

On or around May 31, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a proposal to delist the 

Colorado butterfly plant due to recovery. This species is located in Colorado, Nebraska, and 

Wyoming. This action is not expected to be opposed. Outreach plans include a national news 

release, and an if-asked FAQs. Key stakeholders include private landowners, F.E. Warren Air 

Force Base, the City of Fort Collins, Colorado, and the BLM. (Updated 04/11/2018) 

 

On or around May 31, FWS and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) plan to send to the 

Federal Register a proposal to revise the regulations pertaining to interagency cooperation 

pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (50 CFR 402) and the procedures for listing 

of species and designation of critical habitat pursuant to section 4 of the Act (50 CFR 424). FWS 

will also propose to end the use of the 'blanket' 4(d) rule for newly listed threatened species (50 

CFR 17) to recognize the difference between endangered and threatened species and align with 

NMFS’ current practice. Planned outreach includes a national news release, emails and phone 

calls to congressional offices and stakeholders. The rules are currently undergoing interagency 

review though OMB-OIRA. (04/25/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] In late May, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final determination on the 

proposal to reclassify Kuenzler hedgehog cactus, a plant species endemic to New Mexico, from 

endangered to threatened. This reclassification is not expected to be controversial. Primary 

stakeholders include the Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest Service. Planned outreach 

includes a regional news release, emails to stakeholders, social media, and web postings. 

(Updated 05/02/18) 

  

[UPDATE] In late May, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final determination on the 

proposal to delist the Hidden Lake bluecurls, a plant in California, due to recovery. FWS does 

not expect opposition to the delisting. Primary stakeholders include California Department of 

Parks and Recreation Mount San Jacinto State Park. Planned outreach will include a national 



17 

news release and notifications to stakeholders and members of Congress. A communications 

plan has been shared with DOI Comms. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] In late May, FWS will send a news release summarizing cross-fostering efforts of 

Mexican wolf pups to media and stakeholders. Typically FWS will not announce until a 

successful cross-foster event is completed. Last year, two pups were flown in but the den in the 

wild could not be located. On April 18, four 10-day old Mexican wolf pups were removed from a 

captive litter at the Endangered Wolf Center in Eureka, Missouri and flown to Arizona.  Two 

were inserted into a wild wolf pack’s den in Arizona, and two were inserted into a wild den in 

New Mexico. The Interagency Field Team will monitor the recipient packs through the summer 

to determine the success of these cross-fostering actions. In May, FWS will release another 

group of pups The Mexican wolf recovery team will only have a very short time (72 - 48 hours) 

to get a cross-foster mission lined up for execution. Select reporters will be invited to attend the 

event. (Updated 05/02/2018)  

On or before June 1, FWS plans to publish in the Federal Register the final 2018-19 hunting 

regulations for certain migratory game birds. FWS annually prescribes frameworks, or outer 

limits, for dates and times when hunting may occur and the number of birds that may be taken 

and possessed in hunting seasons. These frameworks are necessary to allow state selections of 

seasons and limits and to allow recreational harvest at levels compatible with population and 

habitat conditions. Planned outreach includes congressional and stakeholder notifications. No 

news release is planned. Responsive talking points will be available for if asked questions. 

(04/11/2018) 

 

On or around June 1, the FWS anticipates the draft supplemental environmental impact statement 

for expanded public access to Rattlesnake Mountain on Hanford Reach National Monument, in 

Washington state, will be available for public review and comment. This is part of the required 

regulatory processes to provide public access to Rattlesnake Mountain, consistent with a 

mandate in the 2015 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA; P.L. 113-291). Section 3081 

of the NDAA states “the Secretary of the Interior shall provide public access to the summit of 

Rattlesnake Mountain for educational, recreational, historical, scientific, cultural, and other 

purposes, including (1) motor vehicle access; and (2) pedestrian and other non-motorized 

access.” The FWS established a Tribal Working Group with four local tribes and held public 

scoping meetings to address cultural concerns and to work through the process of Section 106 of 

the National Historic Preservation Act. The FWS is addressing National Environmental Policy 

Act compliance by drafting a supplement to the 2008 Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the 

Monument. Expanded public access will be controversial with tribes. FWS will continue 

outreach efforts to the tribes, media, and the public. A local news release is planned to alert cape 

public to comment period. (Updated 03/28/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On or around June 1, pending approval by the Department, FWS plans to send to the 

Federal Register a Notice of Intent to prepare a draft Programmatic Environmental Impact 

Statement (PEIS) addressing the potential impacts from four similar wind energy project habitat 

conservation plans in Hawaii. The HCPs were submitted to the Service in support of requests for 

permits authorizing the take of endangered or threatened species, under the Endangered Species 

Act. Due to similarities in the geography, impact, covered species, and proposed mitigation 

measures between these four wind energy projects the Service has determined that a combined 
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PEIS is the most efficient and comprehensive approach for considering the cumulative impacts 

of these actions on the human environment. When the PEIS publishes, outreach is planned to 

include local public notifications through the web and social media, and notifications to members 

of Congress in Hawaii, with targeted stakeholder outreach. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

  

On June 1 and 2, representatives from FWS, U.S. Forest Service, Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources, and other partners will celebrate the proposal to delist Kirtland’s warbler. 

The current Kirtland’s warbler population is estimated to be over 2,000 pairs, more than double 

the recovery goal. The Kirtland’s warbler population continues to grow and has exceeded 

recovery goals for the past 16 years. FWS is accepting comments on the proposal through July 

11. (04/25/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On or around June 8, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final 

determination on the proposal to list five Sri Lankan tarantula species as endangered. The species 

are in decline due to ongoing habitat loss, degradation, and the cumulative effects of this and 

other threat factors. This action is not expected to be controversial. Planned outreach will include 

web updates. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

On or around June 15, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register an action designating critical 

habitat for three plant species on Hawaii island and is correcting the maps for existing 

designations for an additional four species. FWS intends to exclude lands owned or managed by 

the Queen Liliuokalani Trust, the Department of Hawaiian Homelands, and other private 

landowners under 4(b)(2) of the Act. This action is not controversial. Interested stakeholders 

include the state of Hawaii and multiple state agencies, the county of Hawaii and various private 

landowners. Outreach includes a regional news release, social media, emails and phone calls to 

congressional offices and stakeholders mentioned above. (Updated 04/18/2018) 

  

In response to a petition to delist the species, on or around June 15, FWS plans to send to the 

Federal Register a proposal to reclassify the American burying beetle from an endangered 

species to a threatened species. While the primary threats to the species have been ameliorated, 

ongoing threats remain. FWS will also propose a rule under section 4(d) tailoring prohibitions to 

those most likely to harm the American burying beetle and its habitats. The American burying 

beetle currently occurs in Arkansas, Kansas, Massachusetts, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma, Rhode 

Island, South Dakota, and Texas. This finding will likely be opposed by the Center for Biological 

Diversity and Center for American burying beetle conservation. It is also likely to be opposed by 

the petitioners, American Stewards of Liberty, the Independent Petroleum Association of 

America, the Texas Public Policy Foundation, and Dr. Steven W. Carothers, as they petitioned us 

to delist, not downlist the species. Outreach plans include a regional news release and 

Congressional notifications. (04/25/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On or around June 15, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final 

determination on a proposed rule to list the hyacinth macaw as threatened. To address concerns 

raised by the pet trade industry, FWS is including a 4(d) rule that will allow for the import and 

export of parrots that meet certain criteria, as well as interstate commerce in this species without 

a permit. Stakeholders include the bird breeding community, Conservation International, The 
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Nature Conservancy, and World Wildlife Fund. Planned outreach will include a national news 

release and web updates. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

  

As early as June, FWS in partnership with Arizona Game and Fish Department will propose 

expanding the black-footed ferret 10(j) designation to include all current and historical ferret 

habitat in Arizona. The 1996 Arizona 10(j) area was limited to the Aubrey Valley Experimental 

Population Area (AVEPA); successful reintroductions and subsequent population expansions has 

resulted in ferrets venturing outside of the AVEPA (as fully protected status). FWS consultation 

with affected tribes has been initiated. FWS will coordinate with AGFD to best approach and 

inform Arizona grassland residents and industry (livestock) groups. Communication planning 

will be conducted. (04/18/2018) 

  

National Park Service 

 

By May 20, National Capital Parks-East, via the Federal Highway Administration, will award a 

contract to repair the roads in Fort Dupont and Fort Davis Parks. This paving project will 

completely reconstruct the most deteriorated sections and resurface the roads. Congresswoman 

Eleanor Holmes Norton has been interested in the project. Public notifications will begin in the 

coming weeks and work in expected to begin in summer 2018. (04/04/18). 

 

On May 21, Mount Rainier National Park will issue a news release announcing the availability of 

the Paradise Cellular Environmental Assessment (EA) Finding of No Significant Impact. The 

selected action will issue right-of-way permits to Verizon Wireless and T-Mobile, and provide 

conditional approval of AT&T’s proposal to co-locate wireless communication facilities in the 

Jackson Visitor Center at Paradise. The cellular facilities will be concealed in the attic of the 

visitor center and will not involve the construction of towers. The NPS received 893 comments 

on the EA, with approximately 70% opposed to the service. Comments opposed to the proposal 

emphasized the protection of national parks and wildernesses from wireless signals, with many 

assuming a cell tower would be constructed. Those in favor emphasized safety, and the benefits 

of improved communication including convenience, coordination, education, and timely 

notification of hazards. The NPS determined that cellular service at Paradise will benefit the 

public by improving communication between the NPS and the public, and between park visitors, 

in the most intensely used and developed district of the park. (04/25/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On May 22, pending an updated wage determination from Department of Labor 

(DOL), Golden Gate National Recreation Area’s General Agreement and associated draft leases 

for the long-term use of Pier 31 ½ as the Alcatraz ferry embarkation site will be considered by 

the San Francisco Port Commission for approval. This item was before the commission on 

February 27; however, commissioners continued the vote in response to concerns raised by labor 

unions about the concession contract DOL wage determination and other labor-related issues. 

Concurrently the NPS is working on a Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Sausalito 

(with notification to Congressman Jared Huffman’s office (D-2-CA)) summarizing common 

understandings related to the potential expansion of ferry passenger service to Fort Baker 

described in the Alcatraz Island Passenger Ferry Service Prospectus. Prospectus link 

(Updated 5/2/2018) 
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[NEW] May 23 is the final day for internal review comments on the Yuma Crossing 

Quartermaster Depot Reconnaissance Survey.  The NPS has prepared this reconnaissance survey 

at the request of Senator John McCain to evaluate the Yuma Quartermaster Depot in Yuma, 

Arizona as a potential unit of the National Park System.  The purpose of a reconnaissance survey 

is to provide a preliminary evaluation of a resource and to recommend whether an authorization 

for a Special Resource Study fully evaluating the resource should be considered by the U.S. 

Congress.  This reconnaissance survey report discusses national significance and presents 

preliminary findings on suitability, feasibility, and the need for direct NPS management. 

Additionally, in response to a special request from Senator McCain, the survey also provides a 

preliminary analysis of the interpretive approach outlined in a master plan prepared by the Yuma 

Crossing National Heritage Area. (5/2/2018) 

 

On May 23, the public comment period will close on Antietam National Battlefield’s Visitor 

Access and Circulation Plan/Environmental Assessment (Plan/EA). The purpose of the Plan/EA 

is to evaluate the implementation of strategies to improve visitor access and circulation at the 

park. This Plan/EA also serves as an amendment to the 1992 Antietam National Battlefield 

General Management Plan, taking into account newly acquired lands not previously considered 

in the general management plan and evolving management decisions regarding the visitor center 

and several Battlefield tour roads. http://parkplanning.nps.gov/ANTICirculationPlan  (Updated 

04/25/2018) 

[NEW] On May 25, public comments for the National Mall and Memorial Parks’ renewal of two 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits are due to the EPA. The permit for the 

World War II Memorial allows for stormwater discharge from the memorial pools and fountains 

into the Tidal Basin; the permit for the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool allows for the 

discharge of treated water to and from the Tidal Basin. If no substantive comments are received 

by the EPA (and none are expected), the permits will go into effect by June 24. (05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On May 26, Lassen Volcanic National Park will close its public comment period on 

alternatives for a Wilderness Stewardship Plan and Environmental Assessment (EA). The plan 

will provide a comprehensive strategy to ensure the preservation and enhancement of wilderness 

character in the park's designated wilderness and backcountry areas. The proposed action seeks 

to maintain unconfined recreational use while identifying and preserving resource values that the 

public seeks in this setting.  (Updated 5/2/2018) 

 

[NEW] On or after May 28, the Tule Lake Unit of the WWII Valor in the Pacific National 

Monument will open a 30-day public comment period on the Tule Lake Jail Restoration Project 

Environmental Assessment. The proposed action would fully restore the exterior of the building, 

remove the freestanding shed and chain-link fence, restore or rehabilitate the jail interior, and 

would also improve accessibility to and within the building.  (05/02/2018) 

 

On May 29, Golden Gate National Recreation Area is expected to release a Request for 

Qualifications (RFQ) for a competitive business opportunity to establish a waterfront community 

center at the Fort Baker Historic Boat Shop and Marina as an affordable recreational and 

gathering place. The purpose of the RFQ is to identify both private- and public-sector entities 

interested in operating the facility, which is currently operated by the U.S. Air Force as a military 

recreation facility open to the public. The NPS is seeking a long-term lease that will enable an 
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offeror to make necessary investments in historic rehabilitation of deteriorating facilities, and the 

provision of public services and programs at the site. The park has kept the USAF informed 

throughout the lead up to this announcement, and they have express interest in participating in 

the RFQ process. (Updated 04/25/18). 

 

On or after May 29, the NPS will release the Tule Lake Unit of World War II Valor in the 

Pacific National Monument General Management Plan and Environmental Assessment  Finding 

of No Significant Impact (FONSI) to the public. The FWS co-manages two of three parcels that 

comprise the Tule Lake Unit, and the FWS has concurred with issuing the FONSI. The selected 

action outlines the long-term management and development for the unit established in May 2008 

by President Bush. (04/25/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On May 30, the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission will hold a kick-off event at 

Independence National Historical Park.  Superintendent Cynthia MacLeod along with 

Philadelphia Mayor Kenney and Pennsylvania Governor Wolf have been invited to speak at the 

event.  The NPS has received a special use permit application for this event which is going 

through the approval process.  The public and media will be invited.  Before the event, the 

Commissioners will receive a tour of the Liberty Bell Center and Independence Hall.  After the 

event, the Commissioners will hold a public meeting in the Park at the National Constitution 

Center and then hold an executive meeting.  During both meetings, the Commission will begin 

planning programs and activities commemorating the 250th anniversary of the founding of the 

U.S.  The Commission is composed of representatives from various organizations and 

corporations, as well as eight members of Congress.  (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

By May 30, USDA APHIS will complete data analysis that will inform a schedule for bison 

transfer to the Assiniboine and Sioux tribes of Ft. Peck, Montana.  On April 5, Yellowstone 

National Park and the Deputy Administrator of USDA APHIS discussed several key issues 

related to the park’s proposed bison quarantine program.  This was follow-up to a February 2018 

meeting, convened and facilitated by the Secretary of the Interior, between DOI, NPS, USDA 

APHIS, Ft. Peck tribal leadership, and the State of Montana.  Substantive progress was 

confirmed on several issues  

 

 

 

 

 

By May 31, the NPS intends to award multiple concession contracts for mountaineering guide 

services at Denali National Park and Preserve. Applicant submissions have been scored and 

rated. The selection process is currently in the matching phase where, one by one, prospective 

concessioners with ANILCA preferences have an opportunity to match the best offer. New 

contracts will have a term of 10 years, beginning January 1, 2019.  (Updated 03/27/18). 

 

[UPDATE] On or before June 1, the Missouri Department of Agriculture will issue its findings 

relative to the improper use of herbicides by a private contractor to the NPS on NPS lands at 

Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site.  The over application occurred in the Summer and Fall 

of 2016 and its effect became evident in the Spring of 2017.  Some 170 trees show signs of 
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mortality and stress.  The contractor has been cooperative to date and has indicated willingness 

to make restitution for damages.  The NPS is working to evaluate the best approach to restore 

resources. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

Between June 1-15, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (pending Departmental approval of 

NOA) expects to issue a Record of Decision for the Vista Grande Drainage Basin Improvement 

Project Environmental Impact Report /Environmental Impact Statement prepared in cooperation 

with the City of Daly City, California. This project would allow Daly City to take project actions 

at Fort Funston to address storm-related flooding in the Vista Grande Drainage Basin. PEPC link 

(04/04/18). 

 

On June 2, construction crews will begin temporary stabilization repairs on Arlington Memorial 

Bridge. The project start was delayed to accommodate the Rolling Thunder special event over 

Memorial Day weekend. This repair work is designed to keep the bridge open to traffic during its 

full rehabilitation (beginning in fall 2018). Work crews will repair bridge deck supports in the 

drawbridge span and the road deck in the westbound roadway. This work will require 

intermittent single lane closures on the bridge beginning after Memorial Day weekend. (Updated 

04/11/18). 

 

On June 14, the U.S. Mint will release the America the Beautiful Quarters Program coin 

honoring Voyageurs National Park. A ceremony will be held in International Falls, Minnesota. 

(04/04/18). 

 

On June 15, Yosemite National Park’s Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias will reopen to the 

public, following a 3-year $40 million project funded through the NPS and Yosemite 

Conservancy matching funds. A new parking lot and welcome center has been constructed at the 

South Entrance, a shuttle bus will take visitors to the big trees, a handicap accessible boardwalk 

has been constructed, trails have been improved, and new restrooms have been installed. The 

dedication ceremony to mark the completion of the project is slated for June 14. 

https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/mariposagrove.htm (03/07/18) 

 

[NEW] (Close Hold) On June 18, San Antonio Missions National Historical Park will host King 

Felipe VI and Queen Letizia of Spain for a tour of Mission San Jose. The City of San Antonio 

Office of International Relations is coordinating the park tour as part of a three-day visit by the 

royal family to commemorate the Tri-centennial of the founding of San Antonio, Texas, as a 

Spanish mission in 1718.  A public announcement about the visit will be made at a later date. 

Park employees involved in the planning effort have signed a modified confidentiality agreement 

(reviewed by our solicitor) with the City of San Antonio to coordinate planning efforts and keep 

the visit confidential. (05/02/2018) 

 

[NEW] On June 26, the Acadia National Park Draft Transportation Plan and EIS public 

comment period will close.  The comment period is open concurrently with the published EPA 

Notice of Availability. Public comment will be received through the PEPC website, standard 

mail, and during Open House events. Press interest in this public comment period is expected to 

be very high. The communication plan has been shared with NPS Comms.  (05/02/2018) 
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WEEKLY REPORT 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

MAY 6-12, 2018 

 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY 

  

Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Hearings, and Travel 

 

Deputy Secretary David Bernhardt will be on official travel from May 8-11 in Sacramento, CA.  

 

Assistant Deputy Secretary Todd Willens will be in the office all week. 

 

Immediate Announcements and Actions (within the next 14 days) 

  

No updates to report.  

  

15-60 Day Look-Ahead 

  

No updates to report. 

  

Awareness 

 

No updates to report.  

  

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 

 

Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Congressional Hearings, and Travel 

  

Nothing to report. 

 

Week Ahead Announcements and Actions 

  

NEW CASES: 

  

Nothing significant to report. 

  

SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS: 

  

Dine CARE v. Zinke (D.N.M.) 

On April 23, the court issued decision dismissing all of Plaintiff's claims against the Bureau of 

Land Management (BLM) with prejudice.  Plaintiff challenged the BLM’s compliance with 

NEPA and the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) for over 300 Applications for Permit 

to Drill (APDs) in the BLM’s Farmington Field Office in New Mexico. Previously, on March 31, 

2018, the court had issued a brief order stating that it planned to deny Plaintiff’s National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) claims and grant in part the NHPA claims. But in a 132-page 
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opinion, the judge changed his mind and held that the BLM had indeed complied with NEPA 

and, with respect to NHPA, that the BLM’s “record documentation for these archaeological sites 

meets the low bar that the documentation standard erects.”  

  

Public Service Company of New Mexico v. Barboan, et al. (U.S. Supreme Court) 

The U.S. Supreme Court, on April 30, denied the Public Service Company of New Mexico’s 

(PNM) petition for certiorari seeking review of a Tenth Circuit decision. The Tenth Circuit 

Court previously affirmed a decision of the District Court of New Mexico dismissing a 

condemnation action pursued by PNM against two Navajo allotments in which the Navajo 

Nation (Nation) had acquired fractional interests through escheat and the Land Buy-Back 

Program. The 10th Circuit Court determined that 25 U.S.C. § 357 does not permit the 

condemnation of tribal interests; as such, it was proper for the lower court to dismiss the 

condemnation action against allotments in which the Nation owned fractional interests.  

Moreover, the Court, in a footnote, provided that condemnation could not be pursued against 

individually-owned interests in an allotment while a company simultaneously or previously 

negotiated a right-of-way from a tribe over its fractional interests.  The Tenth Circuit relied upon 

the plain text of 25 U.S.C. § 357, the Indian law canons of construction, and the Eighth Circuit's 

34 year old decision in Nebraska Public Power District v. 100.95 Acres of Land in Thurston 

County, 719 F.2d 956 (8th Cir. 1983).  

  

06 Livestock Company, et al. (2018) 

The Interior Board of Land Appeals (Board) affirmed BLM’s grazing decisions on summary 

judgment because Appellants failed to show disputed issues of material fact.  Opinion confirms 

that not all grazing appeals require a trial-like hearing.  In upholding BLM’s use of appendices, 

tiering, and incorporation of reference in its NEPA document, the Board also affirmed principles 

and tools integral to Departmental NEPA streamlining objectives.  Finally, the Board affirmed 

BLM’s broad discretion to manage grazing privileges, including BLM’s discretion to manage 

lands at the allotment scale as opposed to at the pasture scale. 

  

Simmons v. Smith (8th Cir.) - Niobrara National Scenic River Boundary Litigation 

On April 30, the 8th Circuit found that the NPS property designated a boundary for the Niobrara 

National Scenic River. Appellant challenged the 2007 boundary delineation that occurred on his 

property, arguing that the NPS utilized an improper legal standard for the designation.  Appellant 

also alleged that he was subject to disparate treatment and that NPS acted in bad faith when it 

identified the boundary on his property.  The court rejected all of Appellant's claims.   

  

WildEarth Guardians v. BLM (D. Colo.) - Clean Air Act Challenge to Oil and Gas Leasing 

BLM’s Decisions Affirmed.  Plaintiff asserted that BLM violated the Clean Air Act (CAA) in 

two 2015 oil and gas lease sale decisions, because certain parcels are located in an ozone 

nonattainment area, and BLM had declined to perform a full determination of conformity with 

the State Implementation Plan (SIP) before authorizing leasing.  EPA’s conformity rule requires 

agencies to perform a conformity analysis if the total of direct and reasonably foreseeable 

indirect emissions from the proposed action would exceed a specific threshold (100 tons per year 

for ozone precursors).  BLM had concluded that a conformity analysis was not required because 

future emissions of ozone precursors potentially resulting from the lease sales were too uncertain 

to be considered “reasonably foreseeable.”  The court affirmed BLM’s decisions, concluding that 
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plaintiff “ha[d] not carried its burden to show that BLM acted arbitrarily or capriciously in 

determining that the information in its possession was insufficient to permit it to make a 

reasonable forecast of indirect emissions” for purposes of evaluating whether a conformity 

determination was required. 

  

OTHER LITIGATION MATTERS: 

  

Challenges to Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante NM modifications (D.D.C.) 

On April 30, three Utah counties (San Juan County, Garfield County, and Kane County) filed 

motions to intervene as defendants in the three cases challenging President Trump's 

modifications to Bears Ears National Monument and the two cases challenging President 

Trump's modifications to Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument.  DOJ has requested 

that the Department of the Interior and the Department of Agriculture indicate the position they 

intend to take on the motions. 

  

San Juan Citizens Alliance v. BLM (D. Colo.) – Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Litigation 

On April 26, Plaintiffs filed a cross-motion for summary judgment against the BLM, arguing that 

(1) BLM violated FOIA by failing to conduct a reasonable search for documents; (2) the BLM 

employees, Office of the Solicitor attorney, and DOJ attorney should be held in contempt for 

failing to disclose that certain categories of documents did not exist in response to Plaintiff's 

FOIA; (3) the BLM unlawfully withheld documents responsive to FOIA. 

  

Clean Air Council v. U.S. (E.D. Pa.) - Climate Change 

The court has ordered the United States to reply to plaintiff’s opposition to our motion to dismiss 

by May 3.  The reply will address Plaintiffs’ allegations of state-caused endangerment and 

deprivation of life, liberty and property.  Plaintiffs in this case are an environmental group and 

two children.  The case is similar to the Juliana case in the District of Oregon in that Plaintiffs in 

this case allege that the deregulatory policies of the Administration violate supposed 

constitutional rights and the public trust doctrine.   

  

Friends of Etna Turpentine Camp, Inc. v. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and Department of 

the Interior (M.D. Fla.) 

Plaintiff filed a complaint in December 2017, in the District Court seeking injunctive relief for 

the FWS’ failure to respond with the statutory time limit under the FOIA.  Plaintiff sought 

documents regarding the Suncoast Parkway II, Etna Turpentine Camp, the effect the parkway 

would have on species in the right of way of the proposed toll road and Biological Opinions 

regarding the applied for permit by the Florida Department of Transportation.  The Etna 

Turpentine Camp was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2009.  The FWS has 

provided a response to Plaintiff’s request and has provided all releasable documents. 

  

Black Warrior Riverkeeper, Inc. v. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) (N.D. Ala.) 

Plaintiffs filed this amended complaint September 13, 2017, challenging the Corps’ issuance of a 

Section 404 permit for Black Creek Mine, located on tributaries of the Black Warrior River in 

Jefferson County, Alabama, including the Corps’ consultation with FWS under the Endangered 

Species Act (ESA).  On April 4, the United States filed its response to Plaintiffs’ motion for 

summary judgment.  In response to Plaintiffs’ claim that the informal consultation process was 
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not completed because of the Service’s concurrence with the Corps’ “not likely to adversely 

affect” determination specifically mentioned only the conclusion as to listed species, and did not 

mention critical habitat, the United States countered that because the letter did not include an 

express nonconcurrence as to critical habitat, the FWS clearly intended to concur with the Corps’ 

finding, and the omission (which was inadvertent) had no substantive impact on the outcome of 

the consultation.  Plaintiffs’ response, filed April 25, argues that whether or not the omission was 

inadvertent, the failure to complete consultation was a violation of the ESA.  The United States’ 

reply is due May 16. 

  

Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town v. Interior (10th Cir.) 

Moot court for oral argument will be May 10.  Argument is scheduled for May 15. 

  

Williams, et al. v. United States (S.D. Miss.)  

Plaintiffs filed a lawsuit pursuant to the FTCA in the Southern District of Mississippi, seeking 

personal injury and property damages totaling $13,699,036.  Plaintiffs allege that a National Park 

Service Ranger was negligent in making a U-turn to follow a vehicle that committed a traffic 

infraction resulting in a vehicle accident that seriously injured Mr. and Mrs. Williams and their 

two children.  The United States’ Answer is due June 9, 2018. 

  

Sturgeon v. Frost (Supreme Court) 

The United States' response to Plaintiff's certiorari petition is due May 7.  At issue is a Ninth 

Circuit decision affirming National Park Service’s (NPS's) authority to regulate hovercraft use 

on certain waters within Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) 

Conservation System Units in Alaska. Citing the Katie John precedent, the Ninth Circuit held 

that the United States has an implied reservation of water rights in the Nation River, rendering it 

"public lands" for purposes of ANILCA.   

  

James Lee Williams v. United States, No. 18-1689 (Fed. Cir.) 

In May 2017, James Lee Williams filed a complaint against the United States, claiming that the 

Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) and BLM, among other non-federal defendants, violated his 

constitutional rights by denying him the right to acquire land and water rights on an area of land 

in the Colorado River known as Yuma Island.  Mr. Williams is seeking $25 million in damages.  

The court granted the United States’ motion to dismiss, and closed the case on January 31.  On 

March 12, Plaintiff filed a notice of appeal in the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.  

Plaintiff’s opening brief is due April 27, and the United States’ responsive brief is due on May 4. 

  

United States v. Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe (D. Utah) 

In October 2017, the United States Attorneys’ Office, upon consultation with the Solicitor’s 

Office (SOL), filed a criminal complaint against a group self-described as the “Uinta Valley 

Shoshone Tribe” and three of its officers seeking an injunction to prevent the Defendants from 

selling fraudulent hunting and fishing licenses.  The licenses purportedly allow the holders to 

harvest wildlife on land held in trust for the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray 

Reservation.  The Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe is not a federally recognized tribe and has no 

regulatory authority within the Uintah and Ouray Reservation. The United States alleges wire 

fraud in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1343.  On April 30, the parties submitted cross-motions for 

summary judgment.    
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State of North Dakota v. Chase Iron Eyes (North Dakota District Court, Morton County) 

The State of North Dakota has charged Chase Iron Eyes with inciting a riot and trespass related 

to his activity at the Dakota Access Pipe Line protest.  Mr. Iron Eyes is one of 32 defendants in 

this criminal prosecution.  Mr. Iron Eyes’ defense team has served at least 18 subpoena duces 

tecum on federal law enforcement agencies that were present at the protest including the Bureau 

of Indian Affairs (BIA), NPS, and, possibly, the FWS.  According to the U.S. Attorney’s Office 

for the District of North Dakota (USAO-ND), case law that suggests it would be premature to 

file a motion to quash the federal subpoenas duces tecum when there has been no motion to 

enforce the subpoenas.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Turner v. USFWS (S.D. Ill.) 

On April 13, the Department of Justice (DOJ) filed a motion to dismiss (MTD) the complaint of 

Seth Turner under Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (FRCP) 12(b)(1) for failure to state a claim 

related to issuance of the incidental take permit by the FWS for take associated with operation of 

the Pioneer Trail Wind Farm.  Mr. Turner, a spelunker, alleges he was harmed when the FWS 

approved mitigation credit for cave gating of Griffith Cave, a cave located on private property, 

under ESA Section 10.   

 

 

  

In re Waters of the Klamath River Basin, (Klamath Co. Cir. Ct.) - Water Rights Adjudication 

Involving Water Rights for the Klamath Tribes and the FWS 

On April 27, the County Circuit Court issued a case management order setting out the scheduling 

for resolving exceptions.  The adjudication has been broken down into Phases 1-3. Phase 1 dealt 

with procedural issues and Phase 2 deals with minor errors. Phase 3 deals with the merits, 

resolving the exceptions that parties have filed to the Oregon Water Resource Department's 

determinations on water rights claims.  The Court broke Phase 3 into two parts. In Part 1, the 

parties will resolve various cross-cutting legal issues. In Part 2, remaining exceptions will be 

resolved.  In the April 27 order, the court broke Phase 3, Part 1 into three groups for briefing: (1) 

pre-1909 and non-tribal federal reserved water rights, (2) Walton and Klamath Termination Act 

rights, and (3) tribal reserved water rights.  He set out a briefing schedule only for the first group, 

with Exceptors' opening motions due August 3; responses in support of Exceptors due August 

24; responses in opposition to Exceptors due November 16; replies due January 18, 2019; and 

oral argument set for February 26-28, 2019. This first group of Phase 1, Part 1 will involve BOR 

and FWS water rights claims. 

  

National Wildlife Federation, et al. v. National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), et al. (D. Or.) 

- "FCRPS BiOp Litigation" 

(b)(5) dpp
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On April 17, the court amended its 2016 remand order to eliminate the requirement that NMFS 

issue a new biological opinion by December 31.  The court extended the deadline for a new 

biological opinion to March 26, 2021, to coincide with completion of the ongoing NEPA 

analysis. The court invited motions for further relief to govern interim operations in the event 

that NMFS does not issue a biological opinion by the expiration of the current opinion on 

December 31. 

  

Allen, et al. v. U.S. (9th Cir.) 

Appellants’ Opening Brief was filed on April 20, challenging an Order Denying Plaintiffs’ 

Motion for Summary Judgment (MSJ) and Granting Defendants MSJ issued in District Court on 

November 27, 2017.  Appellants Ukiah Valley Indians of Pinoleville, who are or were part of the 

Pinoleville Tribe residing on the Reservation, sought to organize as a separate half-blood tribe 

under the Indian Reorganization Act (IRA).  In January 2015, a Ninth Circuit Settlement 

Agreement in Allen v. US, Case No. 12-16573, mandated DOI decide Appellants’ eligibility to 

organize a separate tribe, and the AS-IA authorized the Pacific Regional Director (RD) to issue a 

final decision.  On April 1, 2016, the RD found Appellants ineligible to organize a half-blood 

tribe because they are among individuals for whom the Reservation was established, noting they 

or their ancestors participated in organizing the Tribe and are thus ineligible to create a half-

blood tribe consistent with definitions of “tribe” as an organized group residing on one 

reservation. 25 U.S.C. § 479; 25 C.F.R. § 81.1(w)(2).  

  

Upper Lake Pomo Association, et al. v. Cecil Andrus, et al. (N.D. Cal.) 

On April 13, a Motion to Hold Defendants in Contempt of the Order Granting Plaintiffs’ Motion 

for Partial Summary Judgment was filed on behalf of the daughter of decedent Amerdine 

Jackson, who was a member of the Habemotolel Pomo of Upper Lake (Tribe).  The Tribe was 

restored to federal recognition pursuant to the Andrus litigation, which provides that lands 

previously owned by Indians and Indian Tribes shall or may be taken into trust.  Plaintiff claims 

the Order mandates that BIA acquire her Mother’s property in trust, but probate has not been 

completed and is stalled because a deed purporting to transfer the land to the United States in 

trust was recorded by Ms. Jackson with the County in 1998, although it was never approved by 

BIA.  The State probate court apparently concluded it does not have jurisdiction, so BIA 

executed a Notice of Non-Acceptance of Recorded Deed, but it is unclear if this was filed with 

the probate court. Our response is due May 4.  

  

United States v. Estate of E. Wayne Hage (D. Nev.) 

Following the oral argument on April 13, when the Ninth Circuit panel got sidetracked by 

Hage’s (inaccurate) statement that the federal agencies have denied his request to divert his water 

rights, for an appeal limited to damages assessed for his trespass grazing, DOJ filed a 

supplemental letter with the Ninth Circuit on April 25, with documentation rebutting Hage’s 

inaccurate claims.  On April 26, the Ninth Circuit issued an Order withdrawing the appeal from 

submission and referring it to a Senior Circuit Judge to serve as a mediator and explore whether 

the parties wish to mediate the matter.  The order to mediate was not unexpected in light of 

comments made by the Ninth Circuit panel at oral argument in response to Hage’s misleading 

assertions about federal agency actions regarding diversion of the Hage Estate’s water rights.   

  

NON-LITIGATION MATTERS: 
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The Semiquincentennial Commission 

The Semiquincentennial Commission is a 33 member independent commission with 24 voting 

members (including members of Congress and private citizens) and 9 non-voting ex official 

members (Including the Secretary of the Interior and other Federal Government officials) 

charged with planning activities and events to celebrate the nation's 250th birthday on July 4, 

2026.  The Act directs the Secretary to enter into an arrangement with a nonprofit organization to 

perform administrative, financial and procurement functions for the Commission. The National 

Parks Branch is coordinating with General Law and the Ethics office to identify any legal or 

ethics issues relating to the Commission and provide legal advice regarding the agreement with 

the nonprofit and for the Commission moving forward.  

  

Implementation of the Blackfeet Water Rights Settlement 

Under procedures developed by the Secretary's Indian Water Rights Office (SIWRO), Division 

of Water Resources (DWR) provides support in the implementation of this recently enacted 

settlement, including drafting various documents necessary for the Secretary's execution of the 

settlement agreement and related documents.  As part of this process, the Solicitor’s Office 

requests formal concurrence from the Department of Justice in our view that the Secretary can 

execute the underlying settlement agreement and associated waivers of claims.  DWR sent the 

final, signed concurrence letter to DOJ on April 18, and we await DOJ’s response.  Meanwhile, 

DWR will provide a draft recommendation from SOL to the Secretary to the Front Office for 

review and finalization.  SIWRO advises that a signing ceremony may be scheduled for mid-

May and wants to expedite a final package through SOL and Executive Secretariat for surnaming 

by all relevant bureaus.  

  

Wisteria Island Title Dispute 

DLR is finalizing a draft letter regarding affirmative litigation for Front Office review.  The letter 

will be submitted within the next few weeks. 

  

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) Lease Sale 251 

DMR has completed review of the Final Notice of Sale (FNOS) for Gulf of Mexico Outer 

Continental Shelf (OCS) Lease Sale 251, scheduled for August 15.  It is now with the front 

office for surname. Full Departmental clearance and publication of the FNOS is required before 

July 15, to hold the sale as scheduled. 

  

BOEM National OCS Leasing Program 

On May 4, BOEM is briefing the Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management 

(ASLMM) on how Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions will be analyzed in the 2019-2024 Oil and 

Gas Program (2019-2024 Program).  DMR has provided advice to BOEM and will be 

participating in that briefing. 

  

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) Production Safety Systems Rule 

On April 26, OMB communicated a determination that it will treat the rule as significant, 

triggering a 60-day interagency review.  The Solicitor’s Office is working with the BSEE to 

complete the review process for the preamble, rule text, regulatory impact analysis, and 

environmental assessment, so that the Department can share final versions with OMB.  
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BSEE Well Control Rule Proposed Revisions 

On April 27, BSEE transmitted to the Office of the Federal Register for publication a notice of 

proposed rulemaking proposing to modify elements of the regulations promulgated through the 

2016 Final Well Control Rule.   

  

OCS Renewables Safety Jurisdiction 

DMR met with supervisory legal counsel at the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) on May 1 to discuss 

the question of whether USCG possesses statutory authority under the Outer Continental Shelf 

Lands Act (OCSLA) to regulate worker safety in connection with renewable energy facilities on 

the outer Continental Shelf.  DMR believes that they do; USCG counsel believes that they do 

not, and states that, regardless, they do not intend to regulate.  DMR briefed the BSEE Director 

on the issue on April 26. 

  

Enforcement of Demand Letter 

A Knoxville attorney is providing legal advice to the Eastern Regional of BIA as the agency 

assists the Catawba Tribe to recover approximately $18,000.00 in damages to timber on the trust 

lands of the Catawba Indian Reservation. The trespass occurred in 2016.  The trespassers are 

believed to be both tribal and non-tribal individuals. 

  

Mountain Valley Pipeline 

·       Protests:  One protester abandoned a “tree sit” on federal lands, and the tree stand has been 

dismantled.  Two protesters remain encamped in trees, blocking necessary tree clearing and 

construction activities. The U.S. Forest Service (FS) made multiple arrests this week as protest 

support teams attempted to resupply the protesters in violation of the FS’ closure order for the 

area.  Protesters have erected five other tree sits on private lands. 

·       Variance request:  On April 23, after consulting with SOL, BLM signed a variance 

authorizing Mountain Valley Pipeline to clear trees after a March 31 tree clearing deadline.  

Mountain Valley Pipeline had agreed to the March 31 deadline in order to provide additional 

protective measures for migratory birds. In support of the variance request, Mountain Valley 

Pipeline's attorneys attached M-37050 ("The Migratory Bird Treaty Act Does Not Prohibit 

Incidental Take"), agreed to conduct avian surveys before tree clearing, and transmitted 

comments of the FWS determining that the proposed tree clearing would not require re-initiation 

of consultation.  The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) ultimately approved the 

variance after considering the signatures and views of the other Federal agencies. 

·       Notice to proceed:  On April 23, after consulting with SOL, BLM issued a notice to proceed 

with road widening and vegetation removal on access roads. 

  

National Park Service, Fort Donelson National Battlefield, Visitor’s Center Design and Build 

Renovation Project. (Update as of April 24) 

The National Park Service entered into a firm-fixed price design and build contract with KHDM 

Construction LLC, an (8)(a) small business contractor, to renovate Fort Donelson Visitor’s 

Center in Dover, Tennessee. The contract value is $965,212.00. The period of performance date 

was September 2016; however, the project has not been completed due, in part, to a breakdown 

in negotiations for additional costs associated with completing the project.  The project delay has 

caught local media attention. NPS requested a revised cost proposal to complete the project; 
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however, the contractor failed to respond to the NPS’ request.  The contractor has also been 

unresponsive to the contracting officer’s recent attempts to reach the contractor by phone and 

email.  The SOL advised the Bureau Procurement Chief and Lead Contracting Officer on 

Termination for Default procedures and assisted with coordinating concurrence with Small 

Business Administration (SBA).  After consulting with SOL,  

  

 

 

.  

  

NPS Bike Sharing Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Arlington County 

The Parks Branch advised the NPS on a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the 

NPS (acting through the Superintendent of the George Washington Memorial Parkway 

(GWMP)) and Arlington County, Virginia, concerning the implementation of the regional bike 

sharing system in the Arlington County portion of GWMP.  The NPS and Arlington County 

currently intend to establish bike sharing stations on NPS-administered property at Theodore 

Roosevelt Island, Gravelly Point, and the Marine Corps War Memorial.  The MOU will be 

signed in the near future. 

  

Meeting held on April 20 to discuss the Birmingham Civil Rights National Monument 

The City of Birmingham and the Federal Government are co-owners of the A.G. Gaston Motel 

(Gaston Motel), the cornerstone land improvement for the Birmingham Civil Rights National 

Monument (BICR).  The plan is to renovate the Gaston Motel, using initial funding provided by 

the City of Birmingham.  Prepartory matters to that end are proceeding under a Framework 

Agreement, and the plan is to transition operations under a more detailed Cooperative 

Management Agreement (CMA).  Earlier work on the final draft CMA was suspended in order to 

allow the new leadership for the City of Birmingham to review of draft CMA agreement and to 

otherwise become more familiar with the BICR.  On April 20, representatives from the SOL 

Southeast Region (SER), met with the Chief Assistant City Attorney for the City of Birmingham, 

and several senior staff at the SE Regional Office of the NPS to discuss the current state of 

affairs for BICR and the final draft CMA.  While the April 20, meeting was very productive, it 

was determined that there were a number of outstanding matters that needed to be addressed 

before the draft final CMA was ready for legal review. 

  

Great Smoky Mountains National Park - Gatlinburg Fires - Administrative Tort Claims 

On April 24, the Torts Practice Branch received 241 additional administrative claims in excess of 

75 million dollars, which relate to the November 2016 Chimney Tops 2 fires in the Great Smoky 

Mountain National Park and surrounding areas.  Claimants assert the Park's fire suppression 

efforts were negligent and it failed to follow required protocols. These additional claims bring 

the total number of administrative claims filed to date to more than 440.  Combined, the claim 

amounts exceed $2 billion dollars. 

  

From April 23 - 25, Tort Practice Branch lead attorneys participated in witness interviews and 

briefings by the Great Smokey Mountains NPS leadership and staff regarding the 2016 Chimney 

Tops 2 fires in the Great Smokey Mountains and surrounding areas.  Fourteen people died and 

hundreds were injured. Moreover more than 2,400 houses and structures were damaged or 

(b)(5) dpp
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destroyed by the fire.  To date, more than 440 administrative tort claims have been filed and the 

total claim amount exceeds $2 billion dollars. 

  
Or. Natural Desert Ass'n v. Jewell (9th Cir. Oct. 20, 2016); Or. Natural Desert Ass'n v. Zinke (D. 

Or. Apr. 18, 2017) 

Proposed attorneys’ fees settlement in Steens Wind case.  Equal Access to Justice Act (EAJA) 

fee settlement recommendation memorandum will be submitted for Front Office review after 

BLM has completed its review and briefing. 

  

California WaterFix (CWF) 

Cases in chief for the protestants before the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 

water right hearing for CWF, Part 2, closed on Wednesday, April 25, 2018.  Parties to the 

hearing now await a ruling from the SWRCB on a rebuttal schedule.   CVP contractors and 

Reclamation are preparing for the CWF to be a State-only project, with only minimal use by the 

CVP, or its contractors.  Because a State-only CWF may have impacts to the water supply of the 

CVP, Reclamation is beginning to build an accounting model in CalSimII to account for a State-

only operated CWF.  This will include outreach to CVP contractor (and CWF protestant) 

modelers, as well as modelers for Metropolitan Water District (MWD), the State Water 

Contractors (SWC), and the California Division of Water Resources (CDWR).  If it continues to 

look like there will be little, to no, CVP participation, it will raise issues with whether 

Reclamation should continue as a co-petitioner for the water right change before the SWRCB, 

and whether we should continue as NEPA and ESA federal lead agencies.  Currently,  

 

 

  

 

 30-60 Day Look-Ahead 

  

Significant Litigation Deadlines are reported separately. 

 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE AND PARKS  

 

Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Hearings, and Travel 

  

On May 8, Susan Combs, Senior Advisor to the Secretary, exercising the authority of the 

Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, will be at the Continuity of Operations 

Procedures Exercise. 

 

On May 7-9, Deputy Assistant Secretary Aurelia Skipwith will be making a site visit to Jackson, 

Mississippi. 

 

On May 8, Deputy Assistant Secretary Ryan Hambleton will be at the Continuity of Operations 

Procedures Exercise. 

 

From May 4-7, FWS Principal Deputy Director Greg Sheehan will be on leave. 

 

(b)(5) dpp
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From May 6-7, NPS Deputy Director Dan Smith will be in the office. On May 8, Dan will be at 

the Continuity of Operations Procedures Exercise.  On May 9, he will be back in the office.   

 

Immediate Announcements and Actions (within the next 14 days)  

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

[NEW] From May 2-31, the Federal Aviation Administration and FWS will seek public 

comments on the draft environmental assessment for repair and replacement of damaged sections 

of a seawall at Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge and Battle of Midway National 

Memorial. The seawall protects the southern portion of Sand Island and Henderson Airfield’s 

runway from erosion. Henderson Airfield is an emergency landing site for transpacific 

commercial flights. This action is non-controversial. Outreach is planned to include local public 

notifications through the web and social media, and notifications to members of Congress in 

Hawaii, with targeted stakeholder outreach. (05/02/2018) 

[NEW] The week of May 6, FWS will announce updated eagle priors and seek comment on 

several options for applying them. “Priors” are inputs for the collision risk model (CRM) FWS 

uses to estimate eagle fatalities at wind energy facilities. In the 2016 final rule revising the eagle 

incidental take permit regulations, FWS committed to update the golden eagle priors and explore 

whether sufficient data exist to develop separate bald eagle exposure and collision priors. The 

revised priors incorporate much more data than the original priors; enough to create species-

specific priors. The updated collision prior is slightly lower than the current prior for golden 

eagles and higher for bald eagles. No outreach is planned. Responsive talking points will be 

available for if asked questions. 05/02/2018 

 

On May 8, FWS Northeast Regional Director Wendi Weber will give a keynote address at the 

36th Annual National Native American Fish and Wildlife Society Conference. This year’s 

conference is hosted by the Narragansett Tribe and is being held in Providence, Rhode Island. 

FWS will provide presentations on coastal resilience projects in Rhode Island, eagle policy and 

permitting, white-nose syndrome in bats, and a possible field trip to the Rhode Island NWR 

complex. (04/11/2018)  

 

[UPDATE] On May 8 and 10, public meetings are scheduled to discuss the Notice of Intent 

(NOI) to conduct a 30-day public scoping period and prepare an Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) for the Skookumchuck Wind Energy Project Habitat Conservation Plan in 

Washington. On or around May 3, FWS expects publication in the Federal Register of the NOI. 

The FWS will be preparing an EIS to evaluate the issuance of an Incidental Take Permit for 

marbled murrelet, bald eagle, and golden eagle for a proposed wind energy project in Lewis 

County, Washington. The project is expected to be controversial with conservation organizations 

(e.g., American Bird Conservancy, Audubon Society, and Washington Forest Law Center). FWS 

has received two Freedom of Information Act requests related to the project. A communications 

plan has been shared with FWS HQ; outreach announcing the public scoping period is planned 

for Washington media, congressional offices, local and state officials, tribes, and stakeholders. 

(Updated 05/02/2018) 
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[UPDATE] FWS has granted a two-week extension and the comment period for the draft 

Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed development of the Crocker Wind Farm in 

Clark County, South Dakota.  It will now close on May 8.  We had a request from local citizens 

to extend the comment period, Geronimo Energy, the developers for the Crocker Wind Farm, is 

interested in expeditiously moving the process along, however tribal consultation will not take 

place until mid-May, 2018.  FWS issued a press release regarding the extension on April 23. 

(Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

On or around May 15, FWS will publish a proposal to establish annual hunting regulations for 

certain migratory game birds for the 2019-20 hunting season. This is the first step in the annual 

regulatory cycle. The FWS Regulations Committee will recommend the final frameworks at their 

October meeting. Planned outreach includes congressional and stakeholder notifications. No 

news release is planned. Responsive talking points will be available for if asked questions. 

(04/11/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] In early May, pending clearance by DOI, FWS will make a final determination on 

the proposal to reclassify the Tobusch fishhook cactus from endangered to threatened. This plant 

species has shown significant recovery due in part to collaborative conservation efforts with 

partners. Supporters of this action include the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, the Texas 

Department of Transportation, the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, and The Nature 

Conservancy. FWS has gained positive coverage on downlisting proposals, and anticipates more 

interest when this final determination is announced. A communications plan has been developed. 

It includes outreach to congressional offices, local and state officials and stakeholders.  A news 

release to media and posting information on social media is planned at time of publication in the 

Federal Register. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

National Park Service 

 

In early May, the NPS plans to release a prospectus for five concession contracts to provide 

cruise ship services at Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve. Two of the contracts are set aside 

for the two historic operators identified through the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 

Act (ANILCA). Cruise ship services contracts have been awarded since 1980 on a 10 year basis. 

New contract terms are similar to previous contracts, shaped in accordance with both Glacier 

Bay National Park and Preserve-specific legislation and NPS law and policy. Contracts will be 

awarded by late October, 2019. The prospectus is in final Department and Solicitor review. 

(Updated 04/11/18). 

 

On May 6, Yosemite National Park will complete a pilot traffic management program aimed at 

increasing safety and minimizing long lines at the Arch Rock Entrance Station on California 

Route 140. The park is working with the California Department of Transportation (CalTrans) and 

the California Highway Patrol (CHP) to temporarily stop vehicles on the road leading to the 

park, allowing traffic to incrementally enter the park on the popular road. This is one of the pilot 

programs the park is implementing to address traffic congestion, ensure visitor access, and 

address safety concerns for park visitors. (Updated 04/25/18) 
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[NEW] On or about May 7, Saguaro National Park will initiate a two week public comment 

period for an Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze impacts of the continued traditional 

harvesting of Saguaro Fruit and Cholla Buds by the Tohono O'odham Nation within Park 

boundaries. This EA is a requirement of the August 2016 NPS rule, Gathering of Certain Plants 

by Federally Recognized Indian Tribes for Traditional Purposes (36 CFR 2.6), to establish a 

management framework for tribes to gather certain plant parts within NPS units for traditional 

purposes. The harvesting of Saguaro Fruit and Cholla Buds is a long standing tradition of the 

tribal members. (05/02/2018) 

 

Between May 7 - 10, an NPS planning team will host several public meetings throughout the 

State of Mississippi as part of the civic engagement phase of a special resource study (SRS) 

looking at significant civil rights sites in Mississippi, including locations related to the life and 

murder of Medgar Evers, the lynching of Emmett Till and the murder of three freedom riders. 

The team will visit five different communities across the state containing resources that were 

identified in the legislation requiring the SRS. The study will evaluate the potential for inclusion 

of each site in the national park system based on whether it meets Congressionally-established 

criteria for significance, suitability, feasibility, and need for NPS management. Representatives 

from Congressman Bennie Thompson's office and the Mississippi Department of Archives and 

History are expected to participate in the public meetings. PEPC site:  

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/MSCR SRS (04/18/18). 

 

Between May 7 - 25, a spending plan will be developed and submitted to the Department for 

approval for the new Historic Preservation Fund grant program subgrant program (yet to be 

named).  Five million in physical preservation funding was passed as part of the FY 2018 budget 

to grant "block grant" funding to organizations that will subgrant funding to historic properties of 

national, State, and local significance listed in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of 

Historic Places.  Development of a spending plan was mandated in the appropriations language.  

Preservation partners may have questions about the stage of development of this program. 

(4/25/2018) 

Between May 7 – 25, State Historic Preservation Offices and Tribal Historic Preservation 

Offices may apply for the remaining funding from the FY 2018 Annual HPF grants that is 

noticed on Grants.gov.  The application deadline 6/30/18.  (Updated 4/25/2018) 

 

During the week of May 7, Glen Canyon National Recreation Area staff are participating in a 

four-day workshop hosted by BLM to discuss alternatives regarding the Grand Staircase 

Escalante National Monument and Kanab Field Office – Escalante Area Resource Management 

Plans. On April 10, the park and the BLM held its first cooperating agency meeting. The NPS 

agreed to be a cooperating agency during this planning effort with Glen Canyon National 

Recreation Area functioning as the NPS point of contact. Consolidated comments from all 

involved NPS park units were reviewed by the regional office and sent to the BLM on April 13. 

(04/18/18) 

 

[NEW] On May 8 and 9,  Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore is hosting two public meetings to 

solicit feedback related to visitor use management within the westernmost portion of the 

lakeshore. The public will be invited to comment online between May 8 and June 6, 2018. 

(05/02/2018) 
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On May 9, Devils Postpile National Monument will announce the temporary summer closure to 

camping at its 20-site campground to accommodate expanded day-use. The campground area 

will be open for parking, picnicking, and provide improved river access for fishing. The 

monument will be developing a long-term plan for the campground to better meet visitor needs. 

Campers will be encouraged to use the six U.S. Forest Service campgrounds located in the 

immediate vicinity of the park. (4/25/2018) 

 

By May 10, Death Valley National Park anticipates releasing the final Bonnie Clare Road 

Reconstruction Environmental Assessment and FONSI. Reconstruction work is scheduled to 

start in August 2018 and be completed by May 2019. This will allow reopening of the northeast 

entrance to the park and restore public access to Scotty's Castle after massive damage from 

flooding in October 2015. PEPC link  (Updated 04/18/18) 

 

By May 10, Death Valley National Park and the Ridgecrest BLM office anticipate opening a 

public comment period on the Keystone Mine Plan of Operations Amendment and 

accompanying Environmental Assessment. The mine is on BLM land near the park's western 

border, but the mining plan includes the use of water rights within the park. (updated 04/18/18). 

 

On May 10-11, the NPS will hold public forums and stakeholder sessions to present the 

Savannah National Historic Landmark District Integrity & Assessment report. Public comments 

on the report are also being accepted through June 30.  (04/18/18) 

 

[NEW] On or about May 11, the NPS will sign the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 

for an Environmental Assessment (EA) to construct a garage/maintenance building that will be 

used for two electric-vehicle shuttle vans at Valles Caldera National Preserve. The preferred 

alternative will be to construct the garage in an already-disturbed location. The construction 

project is funded by a grant from the Department of Transportation, Federal Transit 

Administration. The same grant was also used to purchase the shuttle vans and construct a solar 

photovoltaic panel system to generate electric power/fuel the vans. (05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On May 11, Glacier National Park expects to have a signed Finding of No 

Significant Impact for the Sperry Chalet Next 100 Years Project. The park expects to issue a 

press release on May 13 with this update. The EA will identify the NPS' preferred alternative, 

which is to use existing remnant walls to rebuild the structure, replicating and retaining as many 

historic character features as is practicable, and achieving some modernization in design. 

(Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

Between May 10-30, Death Valley National Park anticipates releasing the final Scotty's Castle 

Flood Rehabilitation Environmental Assessment and FONSI. This document analyzes repair 

work planned for historic structures, the cultural landscape, utilities, parking, and walkways to 

recover from damage from a flash flood in October 2015. The historic district is scheduled to 

reopen to the public in 2020. PEPC link (Updated 04/18/18) 

 

[NEW] On May 15, Rock Creek Park will host a public meeting at the Silver Spring Library to 

share information about the ongoing rehabilitation of Beach Drive. Staff from the Federal 
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Highway Administration, the DC Department of Transportation, DC Water, and the NPS 

National Capital Region will discuss the current status and the upcoming work on Segment 4 of 

the project. Segment 4 is the final part of the project and is expected to be finalized in Fall 2019. 

(05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] By May 15, Death Valley National Park and Mojave National Preserve will begin 

efforts to relocate up to 2,500 feral burros from each park. Peaceful Valley Donkey Rescue (a 

nonprofit partner) will fund and carry out the roundups, test burros for disease, relocate them to 

holding facilities, and domesticate the animals for adoption. This is anticipated to generate public 

interest. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

By May 15, pending Departmental approval, the NPS will publish a Federal Register notice 

announcing that the Department has authorized the preparation of a World Heritage nomination 

for the Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks in Ohio.  It is recirculating for surname.  With nine 

component properties including those that form Hopewell Culture National Historical Park, and 

others managed by the State of Ohio, this series of geometric mounds is approximately 2,000 

years old.  The nomination file, which will take more than a year to draft, will be developed by 

local proponents in Ohio with guidance from the NPS.  Upon completion and review, the Office 

of the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks will determine whether the nomination 

will be submitted to the World Heritage Committee.  (Updated 04/18/18). 

 

On May 15, Rock Creek Park will issue a prospectus and begin accepting proposals from 

vendors to provide equestrian and related services at the park’s horse center in Washington, 

D.C., under a new 10-year concession contract. Services sought include private horse boarding, 

therapeutic riding programs, instructional camps, guided trail rides and riding lessons. Contract 

offers must be received by June 15. (04/11/18). 

 

On May 15-16, the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail Advisory Council 

will hold a public meeting in Jamestown, Virginia. This will be the Council's final meeting since 

trail advisory councils are only authorized for 10 years under the National Trails System Act. 

Deputy Director Dan Smith plans to attend the first day. (04/12/18) 

 

By May 18, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA) expects to issue the Final 

Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact for the Muir Woods National 

Monument Salmon Habitat Enhancement and Bridge Replacement Project. The selected 

alternative will restore aquatic habitat degraded by riprap that was placed along the creek banks 

in the 1930s and replace four deteriorated pedestrian bridges that were installed in the 1990s.  

The project implements part of the 2014 General Management Plan/Environmental Impact 

Statement. The projects themselves are not expected to be controversial, but there is public 

interest in ensuring that NPS schedules its projects to reduce cumulative impacts from planned 

construction work in the area by the Marin County Department of Public Works and the Federal 

Highways Works Administration. (Updated 04/25/18) 

 

[NEW] Between May 19 - 23, the NPS will participate in the largest travel industry trade show 

in the country, IPW, in Denver, Colorado. The show focuses on international travel to the United 

States.  The NPS has scheduled appointments with 100+ international tour operators to discuss 
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outdoor recreation opportunities on park lands, policy, regulatory requirements, fees, and other 

issues. The NPS participates alongside a team of Federal agencies including DOI, FWS, BLM, 

BIA, Commerce Department, State Department, that engage with the tourism sector. DOI Office 

of Intergovernmental and External Affairs will also be participating. (05/02/2018) 

 

 

15-60 Day Look-Ahead  

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

 [UPDATE]  Between May 20-25, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a proposed rule 

and open a 30-day public comment period on the 2018-19 Refuge-Specific Hunting and Sport 

Fishing Regulations. The proposed rule would open up to 30 various national wildlife refuges to 

hunting and/or sport fishing for the first time and expand hunting and fishing opportunities at 

others. Outreach is planned to include a national news release when the Federal Register notice 

is published and notifications to members of Congress in affected districts, with some 

stakeholder outreach. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

On or around May 31, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a proposal to delist the 

Colorado butterfly plant due to recovery. This species is located in Colorado, Nebraska, and 

Wyoming. This action is not expected to be opposed. Outreach plans include a national news 

release, and an if-asked FAQs. Key stakeholders include private landowners, F.E. Warren Air 

Force Base, the City of Fort Collins, Colorado, and the BLM. (Updated 04/11/2018) 

 

On or around May 31, FWS and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) plan to send to the 

Federal Register a proposal to revise the regulations pertaining to interagency cooperation 

pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (50 CFR 402) and the procedures for listing 

of species and designation of critical habitat pursuant to section 4 of the Act (50 CFR 424). FWS 

will also propose to end the use of the 'blanket' 4(d) rule for newly listed threatened species (50 

CFR 17) to recognize the difference between endangered and threatened species and align with 

NMFS’ current practice. Planned outreach includes a national news release, emails and phone 

calls to congressional offices and stakeholders. The rules are currently undergoing interagency 

review though OMB-OIRA. (04/25/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] In late May, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final determination on the 

proposal to reclassify Kuenzler hedgehog cactus, a plant species endemic to New Mexico, from 

endangered to threatened. This reclassification is not expected to be controversial. Primary 

stakeholders include the Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest Service. Planned outreach 

includes a regional news release, emails to stakeholders, social media, and web postings. 

(Updated 05/02/18) 

  

[UPDATE] In late May, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final determination on the 

proposal to delist the Hidden Lake bluecurls, a plant in California, due to recovery. FWS does 

not expect opposition to the delisting. Primary stakeholders include California Department of 

Parks and Recreation Mount San Jacinto State Park. Planned outreach will include a national 
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news release and notifications to stakeholders and members of Congress. A communications 

plan has been shared with DOI Comms. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] In late May, FWS will send a news release summarizing cross-fostering efforts of 

Mexican wolf pups to media and stakeholders. Typically FWS will not announce until a 

successful cross-foster event is completed. Last year, two pups were flown in but the den in the 

wild could not be located. On April 18, four 10-day old Mexican wolf pups were removed from a 

captive litter at the Endangered Wolf Center in Eureka, Missouri and flown to Arizona.  Two 

were inserted into a wild wolf pack’s den in Arizona, and two were inserted into a wild den in 

New Mexico. The Interagency Field Team will monitor the recipient packs through the summer 

to determine the success of these cross-fostering actions. In May, FWS will release another 

group of pups The Mexican wolf recovery team will only have a very short time (72 - 48 hours) 

to get a cross-foster mission lined up for execution. Select reporters will be invited to attend the 

event. (Updated 05/02/2018)  

On or before June 1, FWS plans to publish in the Federal Register the final 2018-19 hunting 

regulations for certain migratory game birds. FWS annually prescribes frameworks, or outer 

limits, for dates and times when hunting may occur and the number of birds that may be taken 

and possessed in hunting seasons. These frameworks are necessary to allow state selections of 

seasons and limits and to allow recreational harvest at levels compatible with population and 

habitat conditions. Planned outreach includes congressional and stakeholder notifications. No 

news release is planned. Responsive talking points will be available for if asked questions. 

(04/11/2018) 

 

On or around June 1, the FWS anticipates the draft supplemental environmental impact statement 

for expanded public access to Rattlesnake Mountain on Hanford Reach National Monument, in 

Washington state, will be available for public review and comment. This is part of the required 

regulatory processes to provide public access to Rattlesnake Mountain, consistent with a 

mandate in the 2015 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA; P.L. 113-291). Section 3081 

of the NDAA states “the Secretary of the Interior shall provide public access to the summit of 

Rattlesnake Mountain for educational, recreational, historical, scientific, cultural, and other 

purposes, including (1) motor vehicle access; and (2) pedestrian and other non-motorized 

access.” The FWS established a Tribal Working Group with four local tribes and held public 

scoping meetings to address cultural concerns and to work through the process of Section 106 of 

the National Historic Preservation Act. The FWS is addressing National Environmental Policy 

Act compliance by drafting a supplement to the 2008 Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the 

Monument. Expanded public access will be controversial with tribes. FWS will continue 

outreach efforts to the tribes, media, and the public. A local news release is planned to alert cape 

public to comment period. (Updated 03/28/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On or around June 1, pending approval by the Department, FWS plans to send to the 

Federal Register a Notice of Intent to prepare a draft Programmatic Environmental Impact 

Statement (PEIS) addressing the potential impacts from four similar wind energy project habitat 

conservation plans in Hawaii. The HCPs were submitted to the Service in support of requests for 

permits authorizing the take of endangered or threatened species, under the Endangered Species 

Act. Due to similarities in the geography, impact, covered species, and proposed mitigation 

measures between these four wind energy projects the Service has determined that a combined 
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PEIS is the most efficient and comprehensive approach for considering the cumulative impacts 

of these actions on the human environment. When the PEIS publishes, outreach is planned to 

include local public notifications through the web and social media, and notifications to members 

of Congress in Hawaii, with targeted stakeholder outreach. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

  

On June 1 and 2, representatives from FWS, U.S. Forest Service, Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources, and other partners will celebrate the proposal to delist Kirtland’s warbler. 

The current Kirtland’s warbler population is estimated to be over 2,000 pairs, more than double 

the recovery goal. The Kirtland’s warbler population continues to grow and has exceeded 

recovery goals for the past 16 years. FWS is accepting comments on the proposal through July 

11. (04/25/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On or around June 8, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final 

determination on the proposal to list five Sri Lankan tarantula species as endangered. The species 

are in decline due to ongoing habitat loss, degradation, and the cumulative effects of this and 

other threat factors. This action is not expected to be controversial. Planned outreach will include 

web updates. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

On or around June 15, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register an action designating critical 

habitat for three plant species on Hawaii island and is correcting the maps for existing 

designations for an additional four species. FWS intends to exclude lands owned or managed by 

the Queen Liliuokalani Trust, the Department of Hawaiian Homelands, and other private 

landowners under 4(b)(2) of the Act. This action is not controversial. Interested stakeholders 

include the state of Hawaii and multiple state agencies, the county of Hawaii and various private 

landowners. Outreach includes a regional news release, social media, emails and phone calls to 

congressional offices and stakeholders mentioned above. (Updated 04/18/2018) 

  

In response to a petition to delist the species, on or around June 15, FWS plans to send to the 

Federal Register a proposal to reclassify the American burying beetle from an endangered 

species to a threatened species. While the primary threats to the species have been ameliorated, 

ongoing threats remain. FWS will also propose a rule under section 4(d) tailoring prohibitions to 

those most likely to harm the American burying beetle and its habitats. The American burying 

beetle currently occurs in Arkansas, Kansas, Massachusetts, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma, Rhode 

Island, South Dakota, and Texas. This finding will likely be opposed by the Center for Biological 

Diversity and Center for American burying beetle conservation. It is also likely to be opposed by 

the petitioners, American Stewards of Liberty, the Independent Petroleum Association of 

America, the Texas Public Policy Foundation, and Dr. Steven W. Carothers, as they petitioned us 

to delist, not downlist the species. Outreach plans include a regional news release and 

Congressional notifications. (04/25/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On or around June 15, FWS plans to send to the Federal Register a final 

determination on a proposed rule to list the hyacinth macaw as threatened. To address concerns 

raised by the pet trade industry, FWS is including a 4(d) rule that will allow for the import and 

export of parrots that meet certain criteria, as well as interstate commerce in this species without 

a permit. Stakeholders include the bird breeding community, Conservation International, The 
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Nature Conservancy, and World Wildlife Fund. Planned outreach will include a national news 

release and web updates. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

  

As early as June, FWS in partnership with Arizona Game and Fish Department will propose 

expanding the black-footed ferret 10(j) designation to include all current and historical ferret 

habitat in Arizona. The 1996 Arizona 10(j) area was limited to the Aubrey Valley Experimental 

Population Area (AVEPA); successful reintroductions and subsequent population expansions has 

resulted in ferrets venturing outside of the AVEPA (as fully protected status). FWS consultation 

with affected tribes has been initiated. FWS will coordinate with AGFD to best approach and 

inform Arizona grassland residents and industry (livestock) groups. Communication planning 

will be conducted. (04/18/2018) 

  

National Park Service 

 

By May 20, National Capital Parks-East, via the Federal Highway Administration, will award a 

contract to repair the roads in Fort Dupont and Fort Davis Parks. This paving project will 

completely reconstruct the most deteriorated sections and resurface the roads. Congresswoman 

Eleanor Holmes Norton has been interested in the project. Public notifications will begin in the 

coming weeks and work in expected to begin in summer 2018. (04/04/18). 

 

On May 21, Mount Rainier National Park will issue a news release announcing the availability of 

the Paradise Cellular Environmental Assessment (EA) Finding of No Significant Impact. The 

selected action will issue right-of-way permits to Verizon Wireless and T-Mobile, and provide 

conditional approval of AT&T’s proposal to co-locate wireless communication facilities in the 

Jackson Visitor Center at Paradise. The cellular facilities will be concealed in the attic of the 

visitor center and will not involve the construction of towers. The NPS received 893 comments 

on the EA, with approximately 70% opposed to the service. Comments opposed to the proposal 

emphasized the protection of national parks and wildernesses from wireless signals, with many 

assuming a cell tower would be constructed. Those in favor emphasized safety, and the benefits 

of improved communication including convenience, coordination, education, and timely 

notification of hazards. The NPS determined that cellular service at Paradise will benefit the 

public by improving communication between the NPS and the public, and between park visitors, 

in the most intensely used and developed district of the park. (04/25/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On May 22, pending an updated wage determination from Department of Labor 

(DOL), Golden Gate National Recreation Area’s General Agreement and associated draft leases 

for the long-term use of Pier 31 ½ as the Alcatraz ferry embarkation site will be considered by 

the San Francisco Port Commission for approval. This item was before the commission on 

February 27; however, commissioners continued the vote in response to concerns raised by labor 

unions about the concession contract DOL wage determination and other labor-related issues. 

Concurrently the NPS is working on a Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Sausalito 

(with notification to Congressman Jared Huffman’s office (D-2-CA)) summarizing common 

understandings related to the potential expansion of ferry passenger service to Fort Baker 

described in the Alcatraz Island Passenger Ferry Service Prospectus. Prospectus link 

(Updated 5/2/2018) 
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[NEW] May 23 is the final day for internal review comments on the Yuma Crossing 

Quartermaster Depot Reconnaissance Survey.  The NPS has prepared this reconnaissance survey 

at the request of Senator John McCain to evaluate the Yuma Quartermaster Depot in Yuma, 

Arizona as a potential unit of the National Park System.  The purpose of a reconnaissance survey 

is to provide a preliminary evaluation of a resource and to recommend whether an authorization 

for a Special Resource Study fully evaluating the resource should be considered by the U.S. 

Congress.  This reconnaissance survey report discusses national significance and presents 

preliminary findings on suitability, feasibility, and the need for direct NPS management. 

Additionally, in response to a special request from Senator McCain, the survey also provides a 

preliminary analysis of the interpretive approach outlined in a master plan prepared by the Yuma 

Crossing National Heritage Area. (5/2/2018) 

 

On May 23, the public comment period will close on Antietam National Battlefield’s Visitor 

Access and Circulation Plan/Environmental Assessment (Plan/EA). The purpose of the Plan/EA 

is to evaluate the implementation of strategies to improve visitor access and circulation at the 

park. This Plan/EA also serves as an amendment to the 1992 Antietam National Battlefield 

General Management Plan, taking into account newly acquired lands not previously considered 

in the general management plan and evolving management decisions regarding the visitor center 

and several Battlefield tour roads. http://parkplanning.nps.gov/ANTICirculationPlan  (Updated 

04/25/2018) 

[NEW] On May 25, public comments for the National Mall and Memorial Parks’ renewal of two 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits are due to the EPA. The permit for the 

World War II Memorial allows for stormwater discharge from the memorial pools and fountains 

into the Tidal Basin; the permit for the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool allows for the 

discharge of treated water to and from the Tidal Basin. If no substantive comments are received 

by the EPA (and none are expected), the permits will go into effect by June 24. (05/02/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On May 26, Lassen Volcanic National Park will close its public comment period on 

alternatives for a Wilderness Stewardship Plan and Environmental Assessment (EA). The plan 

will provide a comprehensive strategy to ensure the preservation and enhancement of wilderness 

character in the park's designated wilderness and backcountry areas. The proposed action seeks 

to maintain unconfined recreational use while identifying and preserving resource values that the 

public seeks in this setting.  (Updated 5/2/2018) 

 

[NEW] On or after May 28, the Tule Lake Unit of the WWII Valor in the Pacific National 

Monument will open a 30-day public comment period on the Tule Lake Jail Restoration Project 

Environmental Assessment. The proposed action would fully restore the exterior of the building, 

remove the freestanding shed and chain-link fence, restore or rehabilitate the jail interior, and 

would also improve accessibility to and within the building.  (05/02/2018) 

 

On May 29, Golden Gate National Recreation Area is expected to release a Request for 

Qualifications (RFQ) for a competitive business opportunity to establish a waterfront community 

center at the Fort Baker Historic Boat Shop and Marina as an affordable recreational and 

gathering place. The purpose of the RFQ is to identify both private- and public-sector entities 

interested in operating the facility, which is currently operated by the U.S. Air Force as a military 

recreation facility open to the public. The NPS is seeking a long-term lease that will enable an 
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offeror to make necessary investments in historic rehabilitation of deteriorating facilities, and the 

provision of public services and programs at the site. The park has kept the USAF informed 

throughout the lead up to this announcement, and they have express interest in participating in 

the RFQ process. (Updated 04/25/18). 

 

On or after May 29, the NPS will release the Tule Lake Unit of World War II Valor in the 

Pacific National Monument General Management Plan and Environmental Assessment  Finding 

of No Significant Impact (FONSI) to the public. The FWS co-manages two of three parcels that 

comprise the Tule Lake Unit, and the FWS has concurred with issuing the FONSI. The selected 

action outlines the long-term management and development for the unit established in May 2008 

by President Bush. (04/25/2018) 

 

[UPDATE] On May 30, the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission will hold a kick-off event at 

Independence National Historical Park.  Superintendent Cynthia MacLeod along with 

Philadelphia Mayor Kenney and Pennsylvania Governor Wolf have been invited to speak at the 

event.  The NPS has received a special use permit application for this event which is going 

through the approval process.  The public and media will be invited.  Before the event, the 

Commissioners will receive a tour of the Liberty Bell Center and Independence Hall.  After the 

event, the Commissioners will hold a public meeting in the Park at the National Constitution 

Center and then hold an executive meeting.  During both meetings, the Commission will begin 

planning programs and activities commemorating the 250th anniversary of the founding of the 

U.S.  The Commission is composed of representatives from various organizations and 

corporations, as well as eight members of Congress.  (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

By May 30, USDA APHIS will complete data analysis that will inform a schedule for bison 

transfer to the Assiniboine and Sioux tribes of Ft. Peck, Montana.  On April 5, Yellowstone 

National Park and the Deputy Administrator of USDA APHIS discussed several key issues 

related to the park’s proposed bison quarantine program.  This was follow-up to a February 2018 

meeting, convened and facilitated by the Secretary of the Interior, between DOI, NPS, USDA 

APHIS, Ft. Peck tribal leadership, and the State of Montana.  Substantive progress was 

confirmed on several issues including the structure and signators for agreements on quarantine 

facility operations, the future transfer of brucellosis-free bison to the Ft. Peck reservation, and 

USDA APHIS certification of the park bison quarantine facility.  Yellowstone bison 

management and quarantine receive national public interest and media coverage.  (Updated 

04/18/18) 

 

By May 31, the NPS intends to award multiple concession contracts for mountaineering guide 

services at Denali National Park and Preserve. Applicant submissions have been scored and 

rated. The selection process is currently in the matching phase where, one by one, prospective 

concessioners with ANILCA preferences have an opportunity to match the best offer. New 

contracts will have a term of 10 years, beginning January 1, 2019.  (Updated 03/27/18). 

 

[UPDATE] On or before June 1, the Missouri Department of Agriculture will issue its findings 

relative to the improper use of herbicides by a private contractor to the NPS on NPS lands at 

Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site.  The over application occurred in the Summer and Fall 

of 2016 and its effect became evident in the Spring of 2017.  Some 170 trees show signs of 
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mortality and stress.  The contractor has been cooperative to date and has indicated willingness 

to make restitution for damages.  The NPS is working to evaluate the best approach to restore 

resources. (Updated 05/02/2018) 

 

Between June 1-15, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (pending Departmental approval of 

NOA) expects to issue a Record of Decision for the Vista Grande Drainage Basin Improvement 

Project Environmental Impact Report /Environmental Impact Statement prepared in cooperation 

with the City of Daly City, California. This project would allow Daly City to take project actions 

at Fort Funston to address storm-related flooding in the Vista Grande Drainage Basin. PEPC link 

(04/04/18). 

 

On June 2, construction crews will begin temporary stabilization repairs on Arlington Memorial 

Bridge. The project start was delayed to accommodate the Rolling Thunder special event over 

Memorial Day weekend. This repair work is designed to keep the bridge open to traffic during its 

full rehabilitation (beginning in fall 2018). Work crews will repair bridge deck supports in the 

drawbridge span and the road deck in the westbound roadway. This work will require 

intermittent single lane closures on the bridge beginning after Memorial Day weekend. (Updated 

04/11/18). 

 

On June 14, the U.S. Mint will release the America the Beautiful Quarters Program coin 

honoring Voyageurs National Park. A ceremony will be held in International Falls, Minnesota. 

(04/04/18). 

 

On June 15, Yosemite National Park’s Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias will reopen to the 

public, following a 3-year $40 million project funded through the NPS and Yosemite 

Conservancy matching funds. A new parking lot and welcome center has been constructed at the 

South Entrance, a shuttle bus will take visitors to the big trees, a handicap accessible boardwalk 

has been constructed, trails have been improved, and new restrooms have been installed. The 

dedication ceremony to mark the completion of the project is slated for June 14. 

https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/mariposagrove.htm (03/07/18) 

 

[NEW] (Close Hold) On June 18, San Antonio Missions National Historical Park will host King 

Felipe VI and Queen Letizia of Spain for a tour of Mission San Jose. The City of San Antonio 

Office of International Relations is coordinating the park tour as part of a three-day visit by the 

royal family to commemorate the Tri-centennial of the founding of San Antonio, Texas, as a 

Spanish mission in 1718.  A public announcement about the visit will be made at a later date. 

Park employees involved in the planning effort have signed a modified confidentiality agreement 

(reviewed by our solicitor) with the City of San Antonio to coordinate planning efforts and keep 

the visit confidential. (05/02/2018) 

 

[NEW] On June 26, the Acadia National Park Draft Transportation Plan and EIS public 

comment period will close.  The comment period is open concurrently with the published EPA 

Notice of Availability. Public comment will be received through the PEPC website, standard 

mail, and during Open House events. Press interest in this public comment period is expected to 

be very high. The communication plan has been shared with NPS Comms.  (05/02/2018) 
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Jimmy Kimmel: “By the end of the week, Rudy Giuliani is going to implicate Trump in the

Lincoln assassination.”

Stephen Colbert: “What he’s trying to ship here is the idea that Cohen gets $35,000 a

month for Trump and out of that he deducts all the hush money he pays. All the porn

stars you want to silence for one low monthly fee. Cohen calls the service Netchix.”

Stephen Colbert: “Trump is claiming that he paid Cohen a monthly fee to hush up all the

affairs he wasn’t having. So anyone can just say they had an affair with Trump and leave

with $130-grand? In that case, I had sex with Donald Trump.”

Stephen Colbert: “Sir, firing the guy because he won’t announce you’re not the target of

the investigation is illegal. That’s Obstruction of Justice 101, which I believe was a class

they offered at Trump University.”

James Corden: “Last night on Fox News, President Trump’s new legal adviser, Rudy

Giuliani, admitted that Trump repaid his personal lawyer for the hush money he paid to

Daniels, even though Trump has repeatedly claimed to know nothing about it. Now,

forget all the lying. The most shocking part of this story is that Donald Trump actually

repaid someone.”

James Corden: “If you remember, when Giuliani joined the legal team, he said that he’ll

wrap up this case in two weeks. Now, I didn’t realize he meant ‘I’m going to go on TV

and prove that Trump was guilty.’”

James Corden: “Here’s how bad it is: This morning, Trump gave Giuliani $130,000 to

shut the hell up.”

James Corden: “Giuliani said Trump ‘knew the general arrangement,’ but not the

‘specifics.’ You know, kind of how Trump understands foreign policy and domestic

policy... And the Constitution and the English language.”

Trevor Noah: “The big news of the day, the Stormy Daniels affair. When we last left the

story, the official Trump version was that Michael Cohen, without Trump knowing, paid

Daniels $130,000 to keep quiet about an affair that allegedly never happened. Cohen

said it, Sarah Sanders said it, and Trump himself said it. Two weeks ago, Trump hired his

good friend Rudy Giuliani to join his ever-changing legal people. ... Rudy! Rudy! What are

you doing?! You’re now saying President Trump did pay Stormy Daniels? This is big

news! It’s so big, it’s so big that you probably didn’t even hear that Kanye West said he

wants to design new robes for the KKK.”

Trevor Noah: “Imagine a PR crisis so bad that your best move is to admit you paid hush

money to a porn star. So just so we’re all on the same page, everyone pretended Trump

had nothing to do with this payment, but now that the FBI raided Michael Cohen’s office,

they’re afraid the truth is about to come out, so they want to get ahead of it first.”

Trevor Noah: “The worst part of this whole story is if Trump had just paid Stormy

Daniels and didn’t try and hide it, the story would have just been Donald Trump had an

affair. Let’s be honest, no one would have cared. Even Melania would have been like,

‘Better her than me.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “It was 90 degrees here at New York today. People were sweating like

President Trump watching Rudy Giuliani on Hannity.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Last night, Rudy Giuliani went on Fox News and revealed that Trump

knew about and paid for Stormy Daniels’ hush money. Even Kanye was like, ‘You should
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Jimmy Kimmel: “Dennis Rodman’s friend, Kim Jong-un, is experiencing unprecedented

popularity right now after he hugged it out with the President of South Korea last week.

According to a new poll, 78 percent of South Koreans say they trust Kim Jong-un.

Seventy-eight percent. A month and a half ago, his approval rating in South Korea was

10 percent. Now it’s 78 percent. See, this is what happens when you poll people who

have missiles pointed directly at their homes. Don’t anyone tell Donald Trump about

that.”

Stephen Colbert: [On Trump dictating Dr. Harold Bornstein’s letter on the President’s

health] “I guess that explains these other doctors’ notes, like this one from Trump’s

dentist: ‘Most teeth ever. Much longer tongue than Obama.’ And his podiatrist report:

‘Feet of a god, unless there’s a draft, in which case, bone spurs. Sad.’”

Stephen Colbert: “Why would the Trump team purposely leak their own questions, you

question? Well, apparently, Trump now plans to point to the list as evidence that Mueller

has strayed beyond his mandate and is over-reaching. ‘Look, this Mueller guy, if he’s

going to ask me even half of the things my lawyers totally made up, he’s gotta go.’”

Stephen Colbert: “Trump has already found a replacement for Cobb-- famed attorney

and dehydrated Clark Kent, Emmet T. Flood. If you recognize the name of Emmet T.

Flood, it’s because he represented Bill Clinton during his impeachment proceedings. ‘The

crooked Clintons are the most corrupt people in the world. Get me their lawyer, all right,

stat. Have him washed and brought to my tent.’”

James Corden: “Just months after President Trump promised to send astronauts back to

the moon, NASA has stopped working on its moon rover project. Now when they head to

the moon, the astronauts’ plan is to just have a friend pick them up when they land.”

James Corden: “You’ve got to feel bad for him – Trump keeps throwing out this idea and

everyone just looks confused. The next time he brings this up, he’ll be like, ‘I’ve got

brand-new idea. We start a Space Force and the guy leading it will be called Star Lord

and there will be a little raccoon, and a tree man--’ ‘Sir, I think you’re describing

“Guardians of the Galaxy.”’ ‘Great, but let’s call it Space Force.’”

James Corden: “And this was an alarming story: According to a new government report,

a common weed killer that’s been linked to disease has turned up in nearly every

common food in the United States. Yeah, that was my reaction too. On the bright side,

scientists say the harmful chemicals from our food are usually killed off by the even more

harmful radioactive waves shooting out of our phones.”

Trevor Noah: [On French President Emmanuel Macron’s comment about the Australian

Prime Minister’s wife] “Back off, Pepe Le Pew! That’s someone’s wife. You know, it would

have been cool if the Australian Prime Minister thought it was some sort of custom and

rolled with it. If he was like, ‘Thank you President Macron. Yeah, your wife is quite

shaggable as well.’ ... Apparently, this was caused by a little translation issue, because,

apparently, the French word for ‘delicious’ also means ‘delightful.’”

Trevor Noah: “I was worried that when Macron came to the US, instead of him rubbing

off on Trump, it was Trump that was rubbing off on him. Like, they held hands and

suddenly Macron was like, ‘Madame and monsieur, we wil make France great again. Who

is going to pay for it? Belgium! Belgium! Delicious.’”

Trevor Noah: [On Trump dictating Dr. Bornstein’s letter on the President’s health] “This

is the least surprise reveal ever. It’s like if at the end of the ‘Sixth Sense’ they were like

‘and Bruce Willis was alive the whole time!’”



Trevor Noah: “No, Kanye, slavery is not a choice. Going blond is a choice. Both are

terrible, but one is easier to undo. Although, actually, you know, when I think about it,

slavery was a choice – for white people. Yeah. White people were like, ‘Hey, should we

keep doing stuff ourselves or make other people do it for us? Hmmm. Yeah, other

people. Yeah, that sounds good. That sounds good. Good choice.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “It was so hot President Trump’s lawyers spent the day fanning himself

with hush money.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Speaking of the President, his doctor wrote a letter calling Trump the

healthiest President ever. But now the doctor is saying Trump dictated the letter himself.

Trump was like, ‘Yes, I dictated it, and I am one of the healthiest dictators ever elected.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “In the letter, Trump said that his physical strength is extraordinary. ...

Then he used two hands to drink a tiny glass of water.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Later, Trump was asked why he has such a bad doctor, and he said,

‘Because I’m on the Republican healthcare plan.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “The Russia investigation is heating up. I saw that if Trump’s lawyers

don’t agree to a sit-down interview with Mueller, he’ll issue a subpoena. Trump was like,

‘No problem, I love Subpoena. She’s my favorite teenage witch.’”

Seth Meyers: “A source has told Axios that President Trump is triggered by the leaks

about Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation, and his instinct is always to be on

the offensive. So yeah, real good time to meet with the leader of North Korea.”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump tweeted today, quote, ‘there was no collusion, it is a

hoax, and there is no obstruction of justice. That is a setup and trap.’ But it’s not Trump’s

fault he tweeted that – it’s just what his iPhone auto-corrects to when he types ‘hello.’”

Seth Meyers: “White House Special Counsel Ty Cobb will reportedly be leaving President

Trump’s legal team at the end of the month. Which is weird, because to look at him, I

would have thought he left 105 years ago.”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump said yesterday he is seriously thinking of creating a sixth

branch of the military called ‘the Space Force.’ The space force is also what he calls his

greeting style.”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump wants to create a sixth branch of the military called ‘the

Space Force.’ They’ll patrol the distant reaches between him and Melania.”

Seth Meyers: “After facing backlash for saying slavery was a choice, Kanye West

defended himself last night and tweeted a quote attributed to Harriet Tubman, which has

been proven to be fake. But we already knew that.”

Conan O’Brien: “Kanye West is under fire for an interview with TMZ where he described

slavery as a choice. Said slavery is a choice. Yeah. It’s never a good sign when the moral

high ground in a room is held by the people of TMZ.”

Conan O’Brien: “A group of House Republicans has nominated President Trump for a

Nobel Peace Prize. Yeah. As evidence, they pointed out that Trump has managed to avoid

an all-out war with North Korea and Melania.”

Conan O’Brien: “Some critics are now saying that NASA will be unable to use SpaceX’s

rocket because it’s too small. Yeah. However, SpaceX insists that’s just the cold

weather.”
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Jimmy Fallon: “President Trump did a live phone interview with Fox & Friends. It was

tough for Trump. He didn’t know whether to focus on the questions or watch himself on

TV.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Melania made a wish, blew out her candles, opened her eyes and said,

‘Oh, crap, he’s still here.’”

Jimmy Kimmel: “The President celebrated this morning with a bonkers 30-minute-long

phone call to Fox & Friends.’ … Told them he got her [the First Lady] a beautiful card. A

beautiful green card.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “And then during the interview, Trump accidentally admitted that

Michael Cohen did represent him in the Stormy Daniels please-be-quiet-now case. So,

happy birthday, honey!”

Jimmy Kimmel: EPA Administrator Pruitt “says he intends to stay at his job until he gets

the average temperature of the earth up to a cozy 98 degrees.”

Seth Meyers: “Bill Cosby has been found guilty on all counts, and now faces 10 years in

prison for each of his three crimes. Oh man, please tell me his lawyer is Michael Cohen.”

Seth Meyers: “In an interview today, President Trump said that he’s been too busy to

buy First Lady Melania Trump a birthday gift. Oh please, I mean, it wouldn’t take that

long. I’m sure the only gift she wants is an open White House door, and a 10-minute

head start.”

Seth Meyers: “The Senate today confirmed CIA Director Mike Pompeo as secretary of

state. Trump says he’s excited and looks forward to working with him for the next week

or so.”

Seth Meyers: “President Trump said today that he would rather have an election based

on the popular vote, and when Hillary [Clinton] heard that, she laughed so hard her

pantsuit changed colors.”

Seth Meyers: “That was the first time in history that a TV show had to change its phone

number because of a stalker. … [Shows a clip of the Fox & Friends hosts] Look at those

faces. … That’s the way scientists who test zombie viruses on monkeys look when they

see the cage is open and the monkey is gone.”

Seth Meyers: [On Trump’s statement to Fox that he has many attorneys] “You have so

many attorneys, and not one of them told you to keep your mouth shut? Which one of

them told you it was a good idea to call a TV show on three hours sleep?”

Seth Meyers: “You picture prosecutors digging for evidence, now all they need is a

remote control. I bet this morning, one of them said, ‘Hey, should I print out the brief?’,

and another one said, ‘Oh, let’s hold off, he’s on TV. I bet he’s going to say something.’”

Trevor Noah: “It’s officially over for Bill Cosby now, because whether he goes to jail or

not, the shameful title of sexual predator will hang over his head forever. So he can’t do

anything now, except maybe run for president.”

Trevor Noah: [On Trump getting a birthday card for Melania] “I would pay anything to

know what he wrote inside that card that he definitely didn’t actually get. Like, ‘Roses are

red, love it is a mystery. I had a historic electoral college victory.’”

Trevor Noah: “I can safely say that I’ve never seen a news anchor try to bail on an






