








Briefing Statement FY 2019 

Bureau: National Park Service 
Issue: Quarantine of Yellowstone Bison  
Member: General Interest  
Park:  Yellowstone National Park  
  

Key Points: 
• Yellowstone bison have ecological, genetic, and cultural value that would enhance 

conservation efforts for the species. Indian tribes and conservation entities are interested 
in obtaining live Yellowstone bison. However, the population is infected with the 
bacterial disease brucellosis, which could be transmitted to cattle. 

• The NPS has proposed quarantine in Yellowstone National Park (YELL), at the Corwin 
Springs facility near Yellowstone, and at the Fort Peck Indian Reservation to identify 
brucellosis-free bison to: establish new conservation and cultural herds, enhance cultural 
and nutritional opportunities for Indians, and reduce shipments of bison to slaughter 
facilities. 

• Parallel agreements for quarantine process and operations are being negotiated between 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), YELL and Assiniboine and 
Sioux tribes at Ft. Peck.   

• Conducting quarantine in YELL and on the Fort Peck Reservation would not increase 
risk to livestock because the NPS and Fort Peck tribes will use facilities and testing 
protocols that meet APHIS-developed specifications and that have been found to 
effectively identify brucellosis-free bison. 

Background: 
• The public disdains the practice of shipping bison to slaughter. As a result, bison 

managers have explored alternatives to preserve valuable brucellosis-free bison. 
• The NPS and Fort Peck tribes adhered to specifications and requirements provided by 

APHIS and the State of Montana to construct double-fenced quarantine facilities and to 
establish testing protocols. 

• The NPS has proposed to transfer male bison testing negative for brucellosis exposure for 
7-8 months from YELL to a facility on the Fort Peck Reservation to complete quarantine 
(1-2 years) and, eventually, to be released on the Reservation. Bison transport would 
necessarily occur on Montana highways. 

• Female bison and their offspring could be transferred to Fort Peck for additional testing 
and released after completing the entire quarantine protocol in the YELL facility or 
another double-fenced facility in Corwin Springs, Montana, which APHIS has used since 
2005. 

Current Status: 
• The NPS completed structural improvements to the proposed quarantine pastures in 

YELL; APHIS and State of Montana representatives inspected the facility on December 
7, 2017.  APHIS has verbally certified the YELL quarantine facility, as of inspection 
date, though written certification is still forthcoming.  

• During December 2017, the NPS, APHIS, and the State of Montana developed and 
signed an agreement in principle  (b)(5)dpp
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DOI In The News

U.S. Federal Oil Output Hits Record In 2017, In Boost For Trump Energy Agenda.
Reuters (6/18, Valdmanis) reports that “pil production from U.S. federal lands and waters rose 7
percent last year to the highest in at least a decade, while natural gas output slipped, according to
soon-to-be-published U.S. data – a partial win for the Trump administration as it tries to fire up
energy production on public land.” According to the data from the Office of Natural Resources
Revenue, “crude oil output from federal leases averaged about 2.22 million barrels per day during
the 2017 fiscal year, the highest since at least 2007, and up from 2.07 million bpd during the
2016 fiscal year.” The data also “showed federal coal production rose in fiscal 2017 to about 333.5
million tonnes, compared to 296 million the year before, while natural gas output dipped 5 percent
to 4.36 billion mcf (thousand cubic feet).”

Trump Defends Oregon Monument Expansion In Lawsuit.
The Klamath Falls (OR) Herald And News (6/19, Floyd) reports that the Trump Administration has
“asked for dismissal of a lawsuit challenging expansion of the Cascades-Siskiyou National
Monument, claiming the president’s authority supersedes timber laws that would allow harvesting
on monument land.” The administration “filed a motion for summary judgement in Fourth U.S.
District Court seeking dismissal of a lawsuit filed last year by the Association of O&C Counties
(AOCC).” The motion said, “The Secretary of the Interior, as delegated to the Bureau of Land
Management (“BLM”), has significant discretion over management of O&C lands, and while BLM’s
management may focus predominantly on timber harvest, that does not require the agency to
manage every tree on every acre of O&C lands for timber production.”

Sportsmen Push To Keep Uranium Mining Ban Near Grand Canyon.
Cronkite News (6/18, Henne) reports that a coalition of Arizona sportsmen’s groups, led by Trout
Unlimited and the Arizona Wildlife Federation, “launched a campaign Monday to block what they
fear is a Trump administration effort to reopen 1 million acres around the Grand Canyon to
uranium mining, saying the environmental risks are too great.” The campaign “includes billboards
along interstate highways in the Phoenix area that call on Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to ‘save
the Grand Canyon from uranium mining.’” Advocates are worried that the Trump Administration is
“moving toward reopening the area to mining, pointing to a finding earlier this year by the U.S.
Geological Survey that uranium is one of 35 minerals of critical importance to U.S. economic and
national security.”
        Also reporting is Politico (6/18, Tamborrino).

Zinke Linked To Real Estate Deal With Halliburton Chairman.
Politico (6/19, Lefebvre, Juliano) reports that “a foundation established by Interior Secretary Ryan
Zinke and headed by his wife is playing a key role in a real-estate deal backed by the chairman of
Halliburton, the oil-services giant that stands to benefit from any of the Interior Department’s
decisions to open public lands for oil exploration or change standards for drilling.” A group funded
by Halliburton chairman David Lesar is “planning a large commercial development on a former
industrial site near the center of the Zinkes’ hometown of Whitefish, a resort area that has grown
increasingly popular with wealthy tourists.” The development would include “a microbrewery — a
business first proposed in 2012 by Ryan Zinke and for which he lobbied town officials for half a
decade.” The Whitefish city planner, David Taylor, “said in an interview that the project’s
developer suggested to him that the microbrewery would be set aside for Ryan and Lola Zinke to
own and operate, though the developer told POLITICO that no final decisions have been made.”

Meet The Govie Who’s Using “Drones For Good”.
Gov Loop (6/18, Carmichael) reports that “last year, the Interior Department flew over 700 flights
to 71 different wildfires as a part of their aerial vehicle program.” The initiative was led by Mark
Bathrick, Director of the Office of Aviation Services for Interior Department. The article notes that
“because of his amazing efforts in quelling dozens of fires, he is a finalist for the 2018 Service to
America Medals or the SAMMIES.”
        Drones Are (Still) A Firefighter’s Nightmare. Popular Mechanics (6/18, Grossman) reports that
drones can impede fire fighting efforts. According to the article, “when drones are flying above a



fire, the airspace suddenly becomes crowded with devices that not only aren’t helpful, but could
fly into a plane.” Steve Hall, communications director of the state’s BLM office, said, “[It’s] not a
distraction anybody needs – whether they’re on the ground or in the air.”

Cantwell Calls For Permanent Re-Authorization Of The Land And Water Conservation Fund.
KXLY-TV Spokane, WA (6/18, Yngelmo) reports that Sens. Maria Cantwel and Richard Burr have
“launched a 100-day campaign” in support of the Land and Water Conservation Fund. Cantwell
and Burr “along with fellow members of the House and Senate will highlight the looming expiration
of LWCF on September 30th, unless Congress acts to #SaveLWCF.” They will “call for the
permanent reauthorization” of the LWCF.

Greater Protections, More Funding Sought For Honouliuli Internment Camp Site.
KGMB-TV Honolulu (6/18, Westfall) reports that “a bill before Congress would designate Honouliuli
Internment Camp on Oahu a national historic site, giving it greater protections – and funding.”
Rep. Colleen Hanabusa, “who introduced the measure aimed at giving Honouliuli the new
designation,” said, “What happens is that monuments have to always struggle for independent
funding sources.”

Bureau Of Indian Affairs

Senate Committee On Indian Affairs Schedules Hearing On Subsistence.
The Nation Sun News (6/18) reports that the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs will hold a
hearing Wednesday on “subsistence, just a week after tribes scored an unusual victory in a treaty
rights case.” The hearing, titled “Keep What You Catch: Promoting Traditional Subsistence
Activities in Native Communities,” comes following the Supreme Court’s affirmation of “a ruling
that helps 21 tribes in Washington state protect their salmon catch.”

Calif. Tribe Asks 9th Circ. To Revisit DOI Casino Land Ruling.
Law360 (6/18, Westney) reports that “the Cachil DeHe Band of Wintun Indians of the Colusa
Indian Community urged the Ninth Circuit on Friday to rethink its ruling backing the U.S.
Department of the Interior’s decision to acquire land for another California tribe’s casino project,
saying the DOI gave preferential treatment to the other tribe in its review process.”

Bureau Of Land Management

BLM Oil, Gas Lease Bids Total More Than 38K Acres.
The Elko (NV) Daily Free Press (6/18) reports that “the Bureau of Land Management Nevada
quarterly oil and gas lease sale resulted in competitive bids for 38,579 acres of the 313,715 acres
offered.” According to the article, “the combined bids from the sale brought in $201,290, which
will be distributed between the federal government and Nevada.” The BLM “offered 166 parcels in
the Battle Mountain District” and 21 parcels were “sold in Eureka and Nye counties.”

Drilling Critics Appeal To Block Chaco-Area Development.
E&E Publishing (6/18) reports that “critics of oil and gas development near New Mexico’s Chaco
Canyon are taking their case to a federal appeals court.” A coalition of environmental groups on
Friday urged the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals “to reverse a lower court’s recent decision
allowing drilling plans to move forward on public lands in a sensitive area of northwest New
Mexico.”

BLM Plan To Drill In ANWR Crosses Major Threshold.
E&E Publishing (6/18) reports that the Trump Administration’s push “to sell oil and gas leases on
the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge crossed a significant threshold last week as
the Interior Department concluded its last scoping session before writing its environmental review
on drilling in northeastern Alaska.” At a late Friday meeting last week in Washington D.C, “a crowd
of oil development opponents and supporters presented clashing views on the impacts that drilling
would have on the region’s Alaska Native communities and on the Porcupine caribou herd that the
indigenous groups rely on for their subsistence lifestyle.”

Drilling Reveals Presence Of Coal.
The Grand Junction (CO) Daily Sentinel (6/19, Webb) reports that “exploratory drilling that has



resulted in about two miles of road being built in a roadless area in the North Fork Valley has
yielded promising preliminary results for Arch Coal’s West Elk Mine, even as environmentalists
continue to try in court to stop the company’s development of the area.” Arch Coal is seeking “to
expand its underground mine by operating beneath about 1,700 acres of the Sunset Roadless
area.” Late last year, the Bureau of Land Management “issued lease modifications covering the
acreage after the U.S. Forest Service consented to the leases.”

BLM Working On Two ‘Travel Management Plans’.
The Parker (AZ) Pioneer (6/18, Gutekunst) reports that the Bureau of Land Management “wants to
hear from off-roaders in the Parker and Bouse areas.” The agency is “developing their Bouse and
Cactus Plain Travel Management Plans, and they want to know which trails off-roaders want to
remain open and why.” The comment period runs through June 29.

BLM Seeks Input On Proposed Acquisition Of Land In Douglas Count.
KTVN-TV Reno, NV (6/18) reports that the Bureau of Land Management is seeking public
comments “for the proposed acquisition of 14,522 acres of environmental sensitive lands owned
by Bently Family Limited Partnership as part of the Southern Nevada Public Lands Management
Act (SNPLMA) Round 15 nominations.” Public input will “be accepted through July 15, 2018.”

Bureau Of Reclamation

Gila Diversion Project Enters NEPA Process.
The Silver City (NM) Daily Press (6/18, Steele) reports that “at their June 11 meeting, the New
Mexico CAP Entity, the group responsible for the design, construction, operation and maintenance
of the Gila diversion project, agreed that the NEPA analysis on the project can begin.” The CAP
Entity “submitted a ‘project confirmation package,’ that includes maps and an official letter, to the
Bureau of Reclamation and the Interstate Stream Commission – the joint leads on the project –
which effectively kicks off the development of the deciding statement on whether the diversion can
be built or not.” Jeff Riley, manager of the engineering division and the Bureau of Reclamation’s
Phoenix area office, said, “It was published in the Federal Register on June 12. That starts the
scoping period for the NEPA.”

Fish And Wildlife Service

Mysterious Canine Creature Shot In Montana Is Just A Regular Wolf, DNA Test Confirms.
USA Today (6/18, Puckett) reports that “the strange-looking canine creature shot in central
Montana a month ago that captured the curiosity of the nation was a regular gray wolf, even if it
did have big ears and tiny feet, DNA tests have confirmed.” Genetic material “from the animal was
tested at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service forensic laboratory in Ashland, Ore.” Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks said Monday, “The conclusion was clear – this animal is a gray wolf from the
northern Rocky Mountains.”
        Also reporting are the AP (6/18), CBS News (6/18, O'Kane), Fox News (6/18, Szathmary),
the Ravalli (MT) Republic (6/18), the Oregonian (6/18, Palenova), the New York Post (6/18,
O'Neill), KRTV-TV Great Falls (MT) Great Falls, MT (6/18), and KUSA-TV Denver Denver (6/18,
Rodriguez).

National Park Service

Supreme Court To Hear Appeal From Alaska Hovercraft Owner.
The AP (6/18) reports that “Alaska resident John Sturgeon is getting a second crack at the
Supreme Court in his fight to get his hovercraft back on the Yukon-Charley Rivers National
Preserve.” The high court “agreed Monday to review a federal appeals court ruling that sided with
the National Park Service and against Sturgeon.” The justices will hear arguments in the fall.
        Also reporting are the Washington Post (6/18, Marimow), the Alaska Public Radio Network
(6/18, Ruskin), and Law360 (6/18, Powell).

Giant Sequoias On View At Yosemite After 3-Year Project.
CNN (6/18, Lastoe) reports that “in an official ribbon-cutting ceremony and tribal blessing” at
Yosemite National Park, “the newly restored Mariposa Grove, home to 500 mature giant sequoias,



was unveiled on Thursday, June 14.” The project “cost $40 million dollars – $20 million each from
the National Park Service and Yosemite Conservancy donors.” Park superintendent Michael
Reynolds “explains that the trees ‘sowed the seeds of the national park idea in the 1800s,’
crediting the restoration project with ensuring that Yosemite ‘will remain one of the world’s most
significant natural and cultural resources.’”
        Also reporting are the Washington Post (6/16, Sachs) and the New York Times (6/18, Fuller,
Whittaker).

Proposal Could Add Permits Or Even Ban Sports Teams On National Mall Fields.
WTTG-TV Washington (6/18, Hemphill) reports that the National Park Service will take public input
on “a proposal to possibly ban organized sports along the National Mall and raise permit fees on
the use of nearby fields.” Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton “called a meeting after an
outcry and hundreds signed a petition protesting the news.” The NPS “says this is just a proposal
but it compares to how other cities handle public sports fields and it would allow them to take
better care of the fields.”

Contract Awarded For Repairs Of Historic Santa Fe Building.
The AP (6/19) reports that the National Park Service has “awarded a contract worth more than $4
million to an Arizona-based company as the agency prepares to restore a national historic
landmark in Santa Fe.” Under the contract, MW Morrissey Construction will “repair the exterior
adobe walls and other historic elements of the Old Santa Fe Trail Building.”

Blue Ridge Parkway Picnic Area Near Asheville In Need Of Repairs.
The Asheville (NC) Citizen-Times (6/18, Chávez) reports that “the lack of upkeep at Craggy
Gardens picnic area appears to be another victim of the park’s notorious half-billion-dollar
maintenance backlog.” Spokeswoman Leesa Brandon said, “Our maintenance staff has been in the
typical catch-up mode, getting everything cleaned and opened for the season, and it’s been
compounded by the heavy rainy season, which has diverted some of their activities to clean up
and removal of trees down across the parkway.” Brandon “said the parkway relies on armies of
volunteer partners, for funding and labor.”

Cape Cod National Seashore Advisory Commission Meets Again.
The Cape Cod (MA) Times (6/18, Cronin) reports that “more than a year after it was last allowed
to meet by the federal government, the Cape Cod National Seashore Advisory Commission
convened Monday to catch up, moving through a full agenda amid continued questions about
whether it would be reauthorized come September.” The meeting “touched on a litany of issues
facing the Seashore, including the operation of the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station, improvements
to the Herring Cove Beach parking lot, and the use of herbicides in the national park.” Also, “a
presentation was given about what occurred since the group last met; a full solar eclipse, the
collapse of the Marconi Beach stairs, and the appointment of Brian Carlstrom as the park’s newest
superintendent.”

Business Owners Wary Of Impact If Zion National Park Restricts Visitation.
The St. George (UT) News (6/18, Shoup) reports that “many businesses in surrounding
communities fear what will happen if visitor numbers are restricted” at Zion National Park. After
seeking public input , the park “came up with three alternatives, which are outlined in the National
Park Service Preliminary Alternative Concepts Newsletter.” However, many business owners “said
they would like to see a different solution than the alternatives presented.”

Kids From Variety The Children’s Charity Get A Preview Of New Gateway Arch Museum.
KTVI-TV St. Louis (6/18, Brown) reports that the new Gateway Arch museum will “open up July 3,
just in time for Fair St. Louis, which returns to the riverfront.” On Monday, more than 30 kids from
Variety the Children’s Charity of St. Louis “got a preview.” Rhonda Schier with the National Park
Service, said, “We had a lot of conversations.”

Wright Brothers Glider: NC Museum Of History Switches Planes.
The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (6/18, Quillin) reports that “the N.C. Museum of History is
getting an additional piece of Wright Brothers memorabilia with the installation on Monday of a
replica 1902 Wright Glider.” The glider “replaces a replica of the 1903 Wright Flyer that had been
on loan to the state.” The article notes that “both aircraft belong to the National Park Service’s
Wright Brothers Memorial Visitor Center at Kitty Hawk and were moved out when that building



was closed for renovations in November 2016.”

Lawrence Couple Help Homeless Donkeys Find Families Through Peaceful Valley Rescue
Project.
The Lawrence (KS) Journal World (6/18, Hlavacek) reports that the National Park Service “recently
announced a five-year partnership with the nonprofit” Peaceful Valley Donkey Rescue” to capture
and relocate 2,500 burros from California’s Death Valley National Park.” According to the article,
“the relocation project is entirely funded by private donations, foundation grants and corporate
sponsorships.”

A New ‘Abigail Adams’ Recounts The Battle Of Bunker Hill.
The Milford (MA) Daily News (6/18, Scheible) reports that Alison Kiernan, a park ranger at Adams
National Historical Park, on Sunday portrayed historical figure Abigail Adams “for the first time in
her three-year career.” Patricia Bridgman, “an historical interpreter who portrayed Abigail Adams
for many years at park service events, has retired and Kiernan, who lives in Rhode Island, stepped
forward to take on the new role.”

GSMNP Tracks Salamander Recovery After 2016 Wildfires.
WBIR-TV Knoxville, TN (6/18) reports that “the National Park Service and volunteers are studying
how salamanders, one of the park’s most abundant creatures, are recovering following drought
and wildfires in 2016.”

Searchers Find Body Of Missing California Man At Lake Mohave.
The AP (6/18) reports that “the body of a California man has been recovered, a day after he
disappeared while swimming at the Lake Mohave reservoir on the Colorado River, a National Park
Service official said Monday.” According to Lake Mead National Recreation Area spokeswoman
Christie Vanover, “park rangers and police from nearby Bullhead City, Arizona, found the body of
the 44-year-old man from San Jose, California, in the Pot Cove area.”
        Also reporting are the Las Vegas Review-Journal (6/18, Newberg) and KVVU-TV Las Vegas
Las Vegas (6/17, Benavidez).

Park Rangers Searching For Man Missing In North Cascades.
KOMO-TV Seattle (6/18) reports that National Park Service rangers and “a team from the
Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office are searching for a man missing in the North Cascades.”
Cornelius “Casey” Zippro, 31, was “last seen at the campground on Saturday.” The NPS “said they
have located some of his belongings, but still haven’t found the man.”

Long Grove’s Covered Bridge Added To National Register Of Historic Places.
The Chicago Daily Herald (6/18, Susnjara) reports that Long Grove’s covered bridge has been
added to the National Register of Historic Places.

Corron Farm Listed On National Register Of Historic Places.
The Kane County (IL) Chronicle (6/18, Schory) reports that Corron Farm has been named to the
National Register of Historic Places.

Insular And International Affairs

26,000 People To Be Screened In Majuro For TB, Leprosy.
Marianas Variety (6/18, Johnson) reports that the Ministry of Health in the Marshall Islands last
week launched “a program to screen 26,000 people in Majuro for tuberculosis and leprosy or
Hansen’s Disease.” According to a health official, “over 1,400 people were screened in the first
week of the program.” Dr. Richard Brostrom, a TB expert from the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control, “made the point that ‘this is not a surveillance project. Working with the hospital and
public health staff, we are not here to count, we are here to cure.’”

Venice Of The Pacific: The Race To Save The Mysterious Micronesian Ruins Of Nan Madol.
NZCity (6/16) reports that “Australia’s help” is being sought to protect the ruins of Nan Madol in
the Federated States of Micronesia. Foreign Minister Julie Bishop “led a bipartisan delegation to
the Federated States of Micronesia and two other North Pacific island countries last week.” The
goal of her “trip to the north Pacific was to strengthen Australia’s relationship with the region’s



small island states.”

The Slow Response To Hurricane Damage In Puerto Rico And Completely Neglected U.S.
Virgin Islands Reflects Legacy Of Racism And Colonialism. The Atlanta Black Star (6/17, Love)
reports that “with 18,500 homes destroyed and billions of dollars in damage, the U.S. Virgin
Islands have been forgotten, even as America’s neglect of Puerto Rico has drawn media
attention.” The article notes that “like Puerto Rico, U.S.V.I. suffers from a long legacy of
colonialism and racism from the U.S., with a federal policy treating the inhabitants of nonwhite
territories like second-class citizens.”

Taiwan’s Critical Battle To Keep Its Diplomatic Allies From Switching Sides.
The South China Morning Post (HKG) (6/18, Zheng) reports that China is offering “economic
sweeteners in a broader diplomatic offensive to steal Taiwan’s remaining allies.” Taiwan faces an
“uphill battle...after losing two more allies in May – Burkina Faso and the Dominican Republic –
with mostly smaller nations in Latin America and the Pacific as its remaining allies.” However, “one
of the island’s smaller allies, the Marshall Islands in the Pacific, said it was not facing much
pressure to switch over to Beijing.” Anjanette Kattil, charge d’affairs for the Marshall Islands, said,
“We don’t get much pressure from the other China. Since we left [our formal diplomatic
relationship with Beijing] they’ve basically left us alone.”

China’s Pacific Islands Push Has The U.S. Worried.
Bloomberg News (6/17, Scott) reports China’s bid for greater influence in the Pacific islands has
“the U.S. and its close ally Australia worried.” According to the article, “the region played a key
role in World War II and remains strategically important as Western powers seek to maintain open
sea lines and stability.” For China, “it offers raw materials, from gas to timber, and a clutch of
countries who could voice support for its territorial claims.”

Beijing Pushing Taiwan And US Allies Out Of The Pacific Islands, Says Congressional
Report.
The Epoch Times (6/17, Huang) reports that “the Chinese regime’s increasing involvement in the
Pacific Islands region is squeezing Taiwan’s already limited international space while also posing
security challenges to the United States and its allies Australia and New Zealand, a Congressional
report says.” China is “rapidly moving to establish a political, economic, and military presence
across the region, particularly through its Belt and Road Initiative, a massive diplomatic and
economic development policy designed to assert Beijing’s strategic interests across the world.”
According to a new report published by the congressionally mandated U.S.-China Economic and
Security Review Commission, “Beijing’s design for the Pacific Islands aims at reducing Taiwan’s
international space and gaining access to raw materials and natural resources.”

Office Of Surface Mining

Ohio Mines Not Properly Bonded For Reclamation, Groups Say.
Law360 (6/18, Powell) reports that “the Sierra Club and the Ohio Environmental Council alleged
on Monday that 100 mines in Ohio are operating in violation of the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act because of inadequate reclamation bonding and urged the federal Office of
Surface Mining, Reclamation and Enforcement to do something about it.”

US Geological Survey

Studies Show Groundwater Holding Own Against Drilling Boom.
The AP (6/18, Rubinkam) reports two new studies show “drinking water supplies in Pennsylvania
have shown resilience in the face of a drilling boom that has turned swaths of countryside into a
major production zone for natural gas.” Over 11,000 wells have been drilled, “since arriving en
masse in 2008, making Pennsylvania the nation’s No. 2 gas-producing state after Texas.” The two
studies “looked at groundwater chemistry” and didn’t “find much of an impact from horizontal
drilling and hydraulic fracturing.” The findings “suggest that, as a whole, groundwater supplies
appear to have held their own against the energy industry’s exploitation of the Marcellus Shale, a
rock layer more than a mile underground that holds the nation’s largest reservoir of natural gas.”
        NPR (6/18, Phillips) reports that “researchers used data provided by the industry, as well as
by the state and the U.S. Geological Survey, including 11,000 groundwater samples taken after



2010.”

Opinion Pieces

Let The States Manage Resources On Federal Lands.
In an op-ed for the Washington Times (6/18, Loris), Nicolas Loris, The Heritage Foundation’s
Herbert and Joyce Morgan fellow, argues against “federal control of the lands and the resources
they contain.” In his view, “federal management has proved neither nimble nor responsive to
dynamic energy markets.” On the other hand, Loris asserts, states “have had remarkable success
— both economically and environmentally — overseeing natural resource development.” Loris
supports draft legislation, the Enhancing State Management of Federal Lands and Waters Act,
which “would transfer to the states responsibilities for energy extraction on federal lands.”

Wenk’s Ouster Raises Concerns For Park Policy.
The Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle (6/19) editorializes that if outgoing Yellowstone National Park
Superintendent Dan Wenk is correct in his belief that “he is being pushed out of the job as a
‘punitive action’ for resisting Trump administration efforts to reduce the number of bison in the
park,” then “it’s a sad day for Yellowstone and the future of natural resource policy.” The paper
notes that “Wenk’s exit was just one of more than a dozen upper echelon moves regarded by
observers as efforts to execute Trump administration policies that downplay conservation and
favor industries like mining, forest products and agriculture.” They “signal these critical posts will
now go to those more supportive of the administration’s positions, regardless what’s best for the
natural resources involved.” The paper concludes that is “unfortunate” because “American national
parks, forests, wildlife and other publicly owned natural resources must not be entrusted to the
volatile whims of politicians.”

Indian Country Needs A Voice In The Trump Administration.
In a piece for the Nation Sun News (6/18, Brewer), Graham Lee Brewer, supports Tara Sweeney’s
nomination to be the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs. Brewer notes that “during her
confirmation hearing last month, Sweeney made it clear that Native nations are not homogenous,
and that dealing with sovereign nations as the unique and varied cultures and communities they
are would be a cornerstone of her tenure.” Brewer writes that “past leaders of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs have also held this view, but Sweeney’s perspective is significant, especially in light
of the current administration.”

Additional Reading.
Perspectives: What Would It Take To Stir Our Sense Of Injustice? St. George (UT) News (6/18,
Hyde).
Editorial: BLM Needs To Hear From Off-roaders. Parker (AZ) Pioneer (6/18, Gutekunst).
Andy Ostmeyer: Red Wolf Collapse Coming As We Realize Importance Of Top Predators In Natural
Communities. Joplin (MO) Globe (6/18, Ostmeyer).

Top National News

Trump, Officials Defend “Zero Tolerance” Border Policy Amid Bipartisan Criticism.
President Trump, DHS Secretary Nielsen and Attorney General Sessions all offered unequivocal
defenses of the Administration’s “zero tolerance” border security policy on Monday. Their
comments receive heavy coverage in print and online this morning and on Monday’s network news
broadcasts, all of which led with the story. The coverage is decidedly negative for the
Administration, with many reports asserting that the President’s claim that Democrats are
responsible for the separation of immigrant children from their parents is false and highlighting
that prominent Republicans are joining with Democrats in denouncing the Administration.
        The Hill (6/18, Fabian) reports that although Trump “is facing mounting pressure to change
the policy,” he “doubled down on the controversial policy” Monday. In the lead story for ABC World
News Tonight  (6/18, lead story, 4:05), David Muir also said Trump is “doubling down on his zero
tolerance policy.” The New York Times (6/18, A1, Rogers, Sullivan) reports that in “a series of
tweets and speeches on Monday,” the President “relied on fear to curry support” for the policy. In
one tweet, Trump wrote, “Children are being used by some of the worst criminals on earth as a
means to enter our country. Has anyone been looking at the Crime taking place south of the
border. It is historic, with some countries the most dangerous places in the world. Not going to



happen in the U.S.” Trump also “repeated his running blame of Democratic policies...despite the
fact that no law requires families to necessarily be separated at the border.”
        Trump tweeted, “Why don’t the Democrats give us the votes to fix the world’s worst
immigration laws? Where is the outcry for the killings and crime being caused by gangs and thugs,
including MS-13, coming into our country illegally?” He followed that with another tweet saying,
“CHANGE THE LAWS!” A few minutes later, he tweeted, “It is the Democrats fault for being weak
and ineffective with Boarder Security and Crime. Tell them to start thinking about the people
devastated by Crime coming from illegal immigration. Change the laws!”
        Reuters (6/18, Lambert) says Trump “responded sharply to critics,” saying at a White House
event, “The United States will not be a migrant camp, and it will not be a refugee holding facility.
It won’t be. You look at what’s happening in Europe, you look at what’s happening in other places
– we can’t allow that to happen to the United States, not on my watch.” Breitbart (6/18, Spiering)
says Trump “chastised Democrats for grandstanding on the issue of immigration instead of
working with Republicans to fix the problems.” Trump said, “If the Democrats would sit down
instead of obstructing, we could have something done very quickly. ... Good for the children, good
for the country, good for the world.”
        The Los Angeles Times (6/18, Stokols) reports that amid a “growing backlash,” Trump “stood
firm” to the “hard-line stance on immigration [that] is in keeping with the promises that defined
and helped propel his unlikely bid for the presidency from the start three years ago.” The AP
(6/18, Miller) describes the President as “undaunted and unapologetic” as he “defended his
administration’s border-protection policies Monday in the face of rising national outrage.”
        However, Kristin Welker said on NBC Nightly News  (6/18, story 2, 2:30, Holt) that Trump
could “end this crisis with a phone call.” Sessions “announced the zero-tolerance policy in April.
The Administration could reverse it just as quickly. But for his part, the President is trying to put
the blame on Democrats.” Under the headline, “Trump Falsely Blames Democrats While DHS Chief
Defends Family Separation,” Bloomberg News (6/18, Epstein) says that while Trump “blamed
Democrats’ opposition to legislation that would curb legal immigration for his administration’s
policy of separating child migrants from their parents,” there is “no law requiring children to be
taken from parents apprehended after unlawfully crossing the border.”
        The Washington Post (6/18, Wagner) says Trump “doubled down...on his false insistence
that Democrats are to blame for the administration’s forced separation of migrant children from
their families.” Major Garrett said on the CBS Evening News  (6/18, story 3, 3:15, Glor) that
Trump “blamed Congressional Democrats again today for his Administration’s family’s separation
policy,” but “it was the Administration that instituted the so-called ‘zero tolerance’ policy of
prosecuting any adult who crosses the border illegally and then separate them from their children
or accompanied minors.” Cecilia Vega said on ABC World News Tonight  (6/18, story 2, 3:40,
Muir) that Trump “could be the one to end it. It is his policy launched by his Administration.”
        Philip Bump writes in an analysis for the Washington Post (6/18) that while Trump said he
would speak “very honestly” and “straight,” what “followed wasn’t.” His remarks were “about
deflecting blame for an unpopular policy while reinforcing his long-standing political rhetoric, an
effort that at times was internally contradictory. It was not said very honestly or said particularly
straight.”
        Politico (6/18, Nelson) says Administration officials “are refusing to publicly back down from
their intensely controversial practice of separating migrant families at the border,” and USA Today
(6/18, Bacon) reports that Trump, Sessions, and Nielsen “staunchly defended” the “‘zero
tolerance’ immigration policy...amid growing outrage over the separation of children from parents
accused of illegally attempting to enter the country.”
        The Washington Post (6/18, Miroff) reports that in a speech at the National Sheriff’s
Association meeting in New Orleans Monday, Nielsen “pushed back...at the growing condemnation
of her agency’s practice of separating migrant families at the border,” telling the group, “This
department will no longer stand by and watch you attack law enforcement for enforcing the laws
passed by Congress. ... We will not apologize for the job we do, or the job law enforcement does,
or the job the American people expect us to do.” USA Today (6/18, Bacon) reports that Nielsen
“said the children are provided food, medical attention, education and anything else they might
need.”
        The Hill (6/18, Fabian) reports that Nielsen also made a “surprise appearance in the White
House briefing room” on Monday, where she “offered a combative defense of the Trump
administration’s controversial policy.” Nielsen said, “This entire crisis, just to be clear, is not new.”
Nielsen said, “Currently, it is the exclusive product of loopholes in our federal immigration laws
that prevent illegal immigrant minors and family members from being detained and removed to
their home countries. ... Congress and the courts created this system, and Congress alone can fix



it.” The Washington Examiner (6/18, Giaritelli) reports that Nielsen told reporters that the
separation of families also occurred during the Obama Administration. Nielsen said, “The Obama
administration, the Bush administration all separated families. They absolutely did. Their rate was
less than ours but they absolutely did do this. This is not new.” Aaron Blake of the Washington
Post (6/18, Blake) writes, “Behind the scenes, Nielsen is reportedly fighting Trump’s decision to
separate migrant children from parents.”
        Politico (6/18, Morin) says Nielsen’s comments came after she drew criticism for saying in a
tweet that her Department does “not have a policy of separating families at the border. Period.”
Politico adds that although DHS “may not have explicit rules on family separations, the practice is
a direct outgrowth of the Trump administration’s ‘zero-tolerance’ policy.” The New York Times
(6/18, Qiu) reports that Nielsen “suggested in two appearances on Monday that the Trump
administration policy to separate children from their parents at the border was justified, in part, to
prevent smugglers from posing as families to take advantage of a ‘get-out-of-jail-free card.’”
However, “characterizing the increase of this type of fraud as ‘staggering’ is misleading. The data
reflects a period of less than two years, making it difficult to draw a meaningful historical
comparison. And the instances of fraud make up less than 1 percent of families apprehended at
the border.”
        The Washington Times (6/18, Boyer) reports that as Nielsen “was defending the
administration’s policy of separating families who enter the country illegally,” a journalist on the
White House briefing room “played an audio tape of crying illegal immigrant children.” The sound,
which “went on for more than 30 seconds,” was from a recording “of 10 Central American children,
separated from their parents one day last week by US immigration authorities at the border.” It
“went viral earlier in the day.” The New York Times (6/18, Fausset) says the recording “is one of a
number of documents and accounts that have emerged in recent days showing the toll the
practice is taking on children, even though government officials have forbidden journalists who
tour the detention centers for migrant children from using cameras or conducting interviews with
the children.” The Times says it “added disturbing and intimate notes to the debate over the
Trump administration’s practice of separating children from their parents when families are
detained at the border.”
        The Wall Street Journal (6/18, A1, Radnofsky, Andrews) reports that Sessions told the
sheriffs’ meeting in New Orleans that the intent of the policy is to end “the lawlessness” at the
southern US border, and he offered suggestions on how the current policy could be ended.
Sessions said, “If we build the wall, if we pass some legislation, we close some loopholes, we
won’t face these terrible choices.” CBS News (6/18) reports that Sessions “blamed previous
administrations for allowing ‘loopholes’ that led to immigrants crossing the border illegally with
children, effectively given them immunity from prosecution.” Said Sessions, “Word got out about
this loophole with predictable results. The number of aliens illegally crossing with children between
our ports of entry went from 14,000 to 75,000 – that’s a 5-fold increase – in just the last 4 years.
This cannot continue.”
        Sessions said on Fox News’ The Ingraham Angle  (6/18), “We have watched what
happened with the Obama policies, and over the years, we went from 15,000 illegal entries to
75,000. This is a huge loophole in our system that’s attracting more and more people as more and
more people understand that under previous policies, if they were entering the country unlawfully,
nothing ever happened. But we are doing the right thing. We are taking care of these children.
They are not being abused. Health and Human Services house them in good conditions.”
        White House Director of Legislative Affairs Marc Short said on CNN’s Situation Room
(6/18) , “There’s a lot of misinformation about this. In 1997, there was a decision between INS
and HHS that says children of immigrants coming here illegally need to be handed over to HHS. In
2008 that was signed by President Bush. The law says they are to be handed over to HHS within
48 hours. The 9th Circuit determined a reasonable at of time they can be in detention is up to 20
days. ... The choice is binary, to separate the children or instead within 20 days to let the parents
and children go free into society with the expectation they show up for court.” Short continued,
“separating parents from children is not a policy that we want to pursue. At the same time, letting
children and parents come across the border unbounded, illegally, is not a policy either. We want
a solution.”
        In a heated interview on CNN’s Cuomo Prime Time  (6/18), presidential counselor
Kellyanne Conway said, “I’m a Catholic, I’m a mother, I have a conscience. I stand with the
President, the First Lady and everyone else who has said many different ways that nobody likes
this result. At the same time, you have to recognize what the Secretary of Homeland Security said
today: We have a 1,700 percent increase in asylum claims.” The rest of Conway’s interview on this
issue can be seen here .



        In the lead story for NBC Nightly News  (6/18, lead story, 5:40), Lester Holt described the
Administration as being “on the defensive” over the “policy...that is the object of a growing
bipartisan outcry.” The Washington Times (6/18) says congressional Republicans “beat a full-scale
retreat” from the Administration’s “zero-tolerance border policy, joining Democrats to demand that
President Trump stop jailing parents and find ways to keep families together while trying to stop a
new surge of illegal immigration.” GOP Rep. Will Hurd said on CNN’s Anderson Cooper 360
(6/18) that “it is very clear that it is within the Department of Justice, it is within DHS’s ability to
not separate kids from their parents. And so acting as if this is something that Congress is
preventing from happening is just incorrect and it is something that this Administration could
change right away.”
        The Washington Post (6/18, Wagner) reports that Jeb Bush “chided” the President “for
pursuing a ‘heartless policy’ of forced separation of migrant children from their families.” On
Twitter, Bush “also accused Trump of trying to use the plight of the migrant children as ‘a
negotiating tool’ to advance his own priorities on immigration with Congress, echoing a criticism
leveled by many Democrats in recent days,” according to the Post. Breitbart (6/18, Caplan)
reports that Ohio Gov. John Kasich “sent out a fundraising email Monday, seeking political
contributions in response to the growing controversy surrounding the Trump administration’s
handling of underage illegal border crossers.” According to Breitbart, the email reads, “Separating
children from their parents is just wrong. Take action now. Make your voice heard today.”
        Democratic Sen. Richard Blumenthal said on CNN’s Situation Room  (6/18) that the
Administration’s “policy” is “hold[ing] these children hostage. They are used as pawns.”
Blumenthal added that it “is so betraying American values. It recalls the worst period in American
history during World War II when we put people of Japanese descent into separate encampments
and separated them from the communities and in other times in our world history when families
have been torn apart as is happening right now.” Blumenthal also called it “child abuse, plain and
simple.”
        A New York Times (6/18) editorial says that watching Trump “blame Democrats for his
administration’s inhumane practice of snatching immigrant children from their parents at the
border evokes nothing so much as an abusive husband blaming his wife for the beatings he
delivers.” The Times calls the practice “immoral” and says lawmakers “should not negotiate with
the president until he puts a stop to this ‘zero tolerance’ insanity.”
        In an editorial, the Washington Post (6/18) says no one in the Administration has tried to
“justify breaking up families” because “there is nothing that can justify” the policy. Richard Cohen
writes in the Washington Post (6/18), “The outcry against the policy is such that it cannot last.” In
an op-ed for the Washington Post (6/18), former DHS Secretary Jeh Johnson writes that the
“current ‘zero tolerance’ deterrent policy, resulting in the separation of 2,000 innocent migrant
children from their parents, is immoral and un-American,” and will, “in the long run prove to be
ineffective.”
        Sean Hannity said on Fox News’ Hannity  (6/18), “No one likes the idea of separating any
child from any parent. But this issue has been in the hands of Congress. And right now the whole
issue can be fixed. Every law can be changed, and if they did their job, it would happen.”
        Republican Senators Working On Legislation To Halt Family Separations. Breitbart (6/18,
Caplan) reports that Sen. Ben Sasse wrote on Facebook, “Changing from catch-and-release does
not require adopting the wicked family separation policy.” According to Breitbart, Sasse said he is
“working with Senator James Lankford to address the ‘human tragedy at the border.’” The
Washington Times (6/18, Dinan) reports that Sen. Ted Cruz announced a bill Monday “to stop
family separations at the border, calling for a massive infusion of money and manpower to solve
the problem without going back to the days of catch-and-release.” While Cruz said “he is appalled
by the images from the border showing befuddled children being taken from their parents,” he
“rejected Democrats’ answer of releasing the illegal immigrant families, saying that would create a
loophole more migrants would try to exploit by arriving as families.”
        Sanders Pushes Back Against Laura Bush’s Criticism. The Hill (6/18, Samuels) reports that
the Administration “pushed back against criticism from former first lady Laura Bush of its ‘zero
tolerance’ policy.” White House Press Secretary Sarah Sanders said during Monday’s press
briefing, “Frankly, this law was actually signed into effect in 2008 under (Laura Bush’s) husband’s
leadership, not under this administration. ... We’re not the ones responsible for creating this
problem. We’ve inherited it. ... But we’re actually the first administration stepping up and trying to
fix it.” Sanders’ comments come after Bush wrote in an op-ed for the Washington Post “in which
she lambasted” the Administration’s policy, calling it “cruel” and “immoral.” The AP (6/18) reports
that former First Lady Michelle Obama on Monday re-tweeted a message from Bush promoting the
column, adding, “Sometimes truth transcends party.”



        Clinton: Separating Families Is “Horrific.” Bloomberg News (6/18, Kinery) reports that at an
event hosted by the Women’s Forum in Manhattan Monday, Hillary Clinton “called the practice of
separating immigrant families at the U.S. border a ‘moral and humanitarian crisis’ and criticized
her 2016 election opponent for allowing it.” Clinton said, “What’s happening to families at the
border is horrific. ... Every human being with a sense of compassion and decency should be
outraged.” Clinton also “criticized Attorney General Jeff Sessions’s citation of the Bible in his
defense of the policy,” saying, “What is being done using the name of religion is contrary to
everything I was ever taught.” The AP (6/18, Hajela) reports that Clinton “said she had warned
during the campaign that Trump’s hard-line immigration stance would result in family
separations.” Clinton said, “Now as we watch with broken hearts, that’s exactly what’s
happening.”
        In a story for the CBS Evening News  (6/18, story 8, 2:05, Glor), Gayle King highlighted
immigrants crossing the southern border to escape violence in their home countries and, in
another story on the CBS Evening News  (6/18, story 2, 2:00, Glor), Mireya Villarreal
interviewed “Mexicans on the other side of the border hoping to make it to America.”
        UN Human Rights Commissioner Calls Trump Policy “Unconscionable.” The New York Times
(6/18, Cumming-Bruce) and the Washington Post (6/18, Morello) both report that Jordanian
Prince Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, condemned the
Administration, saying, “The thought that any state would seek to deter parents by inflicting such
abuse on children is unconscionable.”
        Administration Could Be Holding 30,000 Children By August. In a story that was the lead on
Drudge Report Monday evening, the Washington Examiner (6/18, Giaritelli) reports that the
Administration “could be holding 30,000 illegal immigrant children by the end of August as a result
of its push to enforce federal immigration laws.” The Examiner cites “a senior administration
official who asked not to be identified,” who said that HHS “has been taking in about 250 children
per day in recent weeks.” According to an HHS official, the Department “expects to be taking
about 250 kids each day at least for the next two months,” which means it “could be caring for
18,500 more children by the end of August. The HHS official said as of Friday, HHS was already
holding 11,500 children, which means the total could hit 30,000 by August.”
        Report: Administration Discussed Separating Mothers, Children In February 2017. Citing “notes
from a closed-door DHS meeting,” NBC News (6/18, Ainsley) reports on its website that “the idea
of separating migrant children from their mothers was discussed during the earliest days of the
Trump administration as a way to deter asylum-seekers.” According to notes from a town hall held
for Citizenship and Immigration Services asylum officers on Feb. 2, 2017, “the agency’s asylum
chief, John Lafferty, told the officers they might have to ‘hold mothers longer’ and ‘hold children in
HHR/ORR.’” NBC adds that while the Administration “has repeatedly maintained that the
increasing number of children being separated from their mothers at the US southern border is not
a policy of its own making,” in the town hall two weeks after Trump’s inauguration, “Lafferty laid
out a number of policies specifically intended to lower the number of immigrants claiming asylum,”
including “separation of parents and children.”
        AP: Illegal Immigrants, Including Children, Are Being Held In “Cages.” The AP (6/18, Merchant)
has a report from inside a facility in McAllen, Texas where it says “hundreds of immigrant children
wait in a series of cages created by metal fencing.” According to the AP, “More than 1,100 people
were inside the large, dark facility that’s divided into separate wings for unaccompanied children,
adults on their own, and mothers and fathers with children.” Breitbart (6/18, Binder) says, “CBS
News, Time Magazine, Business Insider, NBC News, and their counterparts in the Democratic Party
have continuously claimed migrant children are being held in cages, specifically pointing to photos
from a detention facility in McAllen, Texas.” However, the same barriers “were used in that
McAllen detention facility under President Obama when the establishment media was silent on the
issue.”
        Caged Boy In Viral Photo Was Not A Detainee. USA Today (6/18, Connor) reports that
filmmaker and journalist Jose Antonio Varga last week tweeted a “photo of a small child crying
with his hands gripping the side of a cage” with the caption, “This is what happens when a
government believes people are ‘illegal.’ Kids in cages.” The post “has more than 24,000 retweets
and 35,000 likes.” But, the photo “was actually taken on June 10, 2018 at an event protesting the
Trump administration’s ‘zero-tolerance’ policy. The boy is not a detainee.”
        Trump Aides Planning Immigration Crackdown Ahead Of Midterm Elections. Politico (6/18,
Cook) reports that “top aides” to the President “are planning additional crackdowns on
immigration before the November midterms, despite a growing backlash over the administration’s
move to separate migrant children from parents at the border.” According to Politico, “senior
policy adviser Stephen Miller and a team of officials from the Justice Department, Department of



Labor, Department of Homeland Security, and the Office of Management and Budget” have been
seeking “ways to use executive authority and under-the-radar rule changes to strengthen hard-
line U.S. immigration policies,” with the goal of proving Trump “with enough data and statistics by
early September to show voters that he fulfilled his immigration promises — even without a
physical border wall or any other congressional measure, said one Republican close to the White
House.”
        The New York Times (6/18, Shear, Benner) says Sessions and Miller, who “spent years on
the political fringe in the nation’s capital as high-decibel immigration hard-liners, always warning
about the dangers of open borders but rarely in a position to affect law or policy,” have “moved
from the edges of the immigration debate to its red-hot center. Powerful like never before, the two
are the driving force behind President Trump’s policy that has led thousands of children to be
separated from their parents at the nation’s southern border.”
        Schumer: Ryan’s Immigration Bill Is “Doomed To Fail.” Breitbart (6/18, Munro) reports that
Senate Minority Leader Schumer “says House Speaker Paul Ryan’s amnesty bill is ‘doomed to fail’
because it cuts future legal immigration into the United States.” Breitbart adds that Schumer’s
position on the measure “is critical because Ryan’s amnesty bill needs support from roughly one-
third of the 49 Democratic Senators – and also needs support from nearly all GOP votes in the
House.”
        Polls Show Find Strong Opposition To Separating Children, Parents. The Washington Post
(6/18, Bump) reports that a new Quinnipiac poll “shows that the policy [of separating children
from their parents] is...unpopular among Americans – with one big exception.” According to the
poll, “Two-thirds of the country, 66 percent, oppose Trump’s policy...includ[ing] 6 in 10 men and 7
in 10 women.” However, “a majority of Republicans approve of the policy, while 6 in 10
independents and 9 in 10 Democrats oppose it.” The Post says “the net view of the policy overall
is minus-39, with Republicans at plus-20 – 20 percentage points more likely to support it than to
oppose. Among independents, the net margin is minus-44.” Politico (6/18, Morin) also reports on
the Quinnipiac poll.
        Jeff Glor reported in the lead story for the CBS Evening News  (6/18, lead story, 4:55) that
a new CBS News poll found that “67 percent of Americans call separating children from parents
unacceptable. That includes 90 percent of Democrats. Republicans are split on the issue. Thirty-
nine percent find it unacceptable. Thirty-six percent acceptable.”
        CNN (6/18, Sparks) reports on its website that a CNN poll conducted by SSRS found that
“two-thirds of Americans disapprove of the Trump administration’s practice of taking
undocumented immigrant children from their families and putting them in government facilities on
US borders,” while “only 28% approve.” Among Republicans, however, “there is majority support
for the policy that has resulted in an uptick of children being separated from their families.”
        Mothers Of Children Killed By Illegal Immigrants Blast Media Hypocrisy. The Daily Caller (6/18,
Caruso) reports that “the ‘Angel Moms’ of two American sons killed by illegal aliens” said that
“there was huge hypocrisy in the mainstream media focusing on migrant parents instead of
American parents who were permanently separated from their children after those children were
killed by illegal aliens.”
        Coulter: Crying Immigrant Children Are Actors. The Washington Times (6/18, Chasmar)
reports that conservative author and pundit Ann Coulter argued Sunday that the crying immigrant
children seen on cable news channels are “child actors” who are “given scripts to read by liberals.”
Coulter said on Fox News’ “The Next Revolution,” “I would also say one other thing, these child
actors weeping and crying on all the other networks 24/7 right now: do not fall for it, Mr.
President. I get very nervous about the president getting his news from TV. ... A New Yorker
article – the New Yorker is not a conservative publication – they describe how these kids, these
kids are being coached. They’re given scripts to read by liberals, according to the New Yorker.
Don’t fall for the actor children.” The Daily Beast (6/18, Wilstein) says The New Yorker article to
which Coulter referred “does not seem to exist, though some have speculated that Coulter may
have been referring to a New York Times article from May, which reported that Trump
administration officials claim migrant children have been ‘coached on what to say to make
fraudulent claims for asylum.’”
        USCIS: DACA Status Granted To 53,000 Immigrants With Criminal Records. The Washington
Times (6/18, Dinan) reports that the US Citizenship and Immigration Services has released data
showing that “ten people who’d been arrested on murder charges were nonetheless granted
permission to remain and work in the US under the Obama-era DACA amnesty.” In addition,
“Thirty-one ‘Dreamers’ had rape charges on their records, nearly 500 had been accused of sex
crimes, and more than 2,000 had been arrested for drunken driving – yet were approved for DACA
status.” The Times adds, “All told, 53,000 people who have been approved for DACA – 7 percent
of the total – had a criminal record when the government granted them status,” and “nearly 8,000



racked up criminal charges after they’d been approved.” Breitbart (6/18, Munro) reports that
“17,079 DACA recipients have been arrested more than two times.”
        WSJournal: Republicans Could Lose Congressional Majorities Over Immigration. The Wall
Street Journal (6/18) says in an editorial that internal GOP divisions over immigration coupled with
images of immigrant children being taken from their parents could cost Republicans their
congressional majorities in November.
        Krugman: Trump Turning US Into “Just Another Bully.” In his New York Times (6/18) column,
Paul Krugman calls President Trump “the worst human being ever to hold his position,” and argues
that he is overseeing “a systematic rejection of longstanding American values – the values that
actually made America great.” Trump, Krugman writes, “isn’t making America great again; he’s
trashing the things that made us great, turning us into just another bully – one whose bullying will
be far less effective than he imagines.”
        Greenberg: Trump’s Base Strategy Energizes Democrats, Alienates Some Republicans. In an op-
ed for the New York Times (6/18), Democratic pollster Stanley Greenberg writes that Trump’s
“outrageous, gutsy strategy of ginning up his base” brands the GOP “as sexist, racist, xenophobic
and anti-immigrant, which magnifies the anti-Trump reaction among Democrats,” and “leaves a
tenth who are conservative Catholics and a fifth who are nonreligious conservatives more tentative
in their support of the Republican Party.” Moreover, “it pushes away the quarter of Republicans
who remain ideologically moderate. The harder the president bangs these drums, the more
Democrats become enraged and a segment of Republicans gets demoralized.”

Media Analyses: Trump Move To Create Space Force Likely To Face Resistance In
Congress.
Media coverage of the President’s move Monday to create a sixth branch of the military, a Space
Force, casts the announcement as unexpected and likely to encounter opposition from the
Pentagon and Congress. Two networks covered the move last night. Calling it “a surprise
announcement,” NBC Nightly News  (6/18, story 5, 0:20, Holt) reported that during a meeting
with the National Space Council at the White House, “the President said he’s directing the
Pentagon to develop a so-called Space Force, an idea he floated in March.”
        The AP (6/18, Dunn) quotes the President as saying, “When it comes to defending America,
it is not enough to merely have an American presence in space. We must have American
dominance in space. We are going to have the Air Force and we are going to have the Space
Force, separate but equal.” The Wall Street Journal (6/18, Pasztor) says the move, if approved,
would represent the largest revamp of the armed forces in more than 70 years.
        David Martin said on the CBS Evening News  (6/18, story 4, 2:00, Glor) that it “would be
the first new branch of the armed services since the Air Force was created in 1947. Less than a
year ago, Secretary Mattis told Congress, ‘I do no wish to add a separate service that would bring
with it a whole new bureaucracy.’ But proponents of the Space Force argue the Air Force is too
devoted to fighters and bombers to give space the attention and the money it deserves. ... Before
it becomes a reality, it will have to be approved by Congress.”
        The Washington Post (6/18, Kaplan, Lamothe) too notes Trump “has floated this idea before
– in March, he said he initially conceived it as a joke – but has offered few details about how the
Space Force would operate.” The idea, however, “goes back at least a year to a proposal by Reps.
Mike D. Rogers (R-Ala.) and Jim Cooper (D-Tenn.),” who “argued that it made sense to have...a
separate branch of service.” The proposal was “scrapped amid resistance from senior Pentagon
officials, including Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson and Air Force
Chief of Staff Gen. David L. Goldfein, who said it would create unnecessary costs and
bureaucracy.” The Hill (6/18, Mitchell) similarly says “military officials...have been lukewarm on
the idea in the past,” and to Space News (6/18, News), Trump “threw a wrench into the
Pentagon’s carefully laid out plans to analyze how best to reorganize the military’s space forces.”
        The New York Times (6/18, Rogers) says the idea “has troubled lawmakers and even some
members of [Trump’s] administration, who have cautioned that the action could create
unnecessary bureaucratic responsibilities for a military already burdened by conflicts.” The Times
notes that in a letter last year, Mattis wrote, “At a time when we are trying to integrate the
department’s joint warfighting functions, I do not wish to add a separate service that would likely
present a narrower and even parochial approach to space operations.” The plan also faces
“legislative hurdles.” Sen. Bill Nelson “said the president’s order lacked the support of the generals
who would be required to carry it out.” On Twitter, Nelson said, “Thankfully the president can’t do
it without Congress because now is NOT the time to rip the Air Force apart. Too many important
missions at stake.”
        USA Today (6/18, King) says Congress “needs to sign off on the plan first – and it probably



won’t any time soon,” Bloomberg News (6/18, Dopp) says lawmakers “have been divided on the
idea,” and according to the Washington Examiner (6/18, Tritten), the House and Senate Armed
Services Committees “were not notified ahead” of the President’s announcement Monday, “aides in
both chambers said.”
        Reuters (6/18, Brice) notes that the US is a member of the 1967 Outer Space Treaty, “which
bars the stationing of weapons of mass destruction in space and only allows for the use of the
moon and other celestial bodies for peaceful purposes.”
        Bloomberg News (6/18, Bachman) says the move “would probably be a lot more expensive
than just extending the US Air Force’s capabilities – and no doubt the nation’s largest defense
contractors love that idea.” According to Bloomberg senior defense analyst George Ferguson,
Boeing, Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman and Raytheon “stand to gain more business from a
new branch.”
        Politico (6/18, Klimas) reports Trump on “also announced the signing of a space policy
directive Monday to make it easier for commercial companies to operate in space and mitigate the
creation of more trash in orbit,” which the Washington Times (6/18, Miller, Muñoz) says the White
House “billed...as part of the president’s agenda to restore US leadership in space.”

Trump: US May Impose Tariffs On Another $200 Billion Worth Of Chinese Goods.
The New York Times (6/18, Rogers) reports President Trump “escalated his trade fight with China”
on Monday night, saying in a statement that his Administration would identify “another $200
billion worth of Chinese goods that could face 10 percent tariffs.” Trump said that he had directed
USTR Lighthizer to pursue the additional tariffs in retaliation for Beijing’s decision last week to
place tariffs on $50 billion worth of American goods. Said the President, “Further action must be
taken to encourage China to change its unfair practices, open its market to United States goods,
and accept a more balanced trade relationship with the United States. The trade relationship
between the United States and China must be much more equitable.”
        The Wall Street Journal (6/18, Mauldin) quotes Trump as saying, “If China increases its
tariffs yet again, we will meet that action by pursuing additional tariffs on another $200 billion of
goods.” The Washington Post (6/18, A1, Lynch, Long) says “such a step would be virtually
unprecedented in US history and would put nearly all of the $505 billion in products that the
United States imports from China under tariffs,” while Bloomberg News (6/18, Leonard) says
Trump’s “latest salvo in a brewing trade war would mean a sizable amount of Chinese goods
shipped to the US would be exposed to tariff threats and raises new questions about the impact on
American consumers,” and Reuters (6/18, Editorial) says the two nations “appeared increasingly
headed toward open trade conflict.”
        Hassett: US Economy Strong Enough To Handle Uncertainty Over China Trade. Bloomberg News
(6/18, Woods) reports that in an interview with CNBC’s Squawk Box  Monday morning, White
House Council of Economic Advisers Chairman Kevin Hassett said “now is the right time to
pressure China on its trade policies because the US economy is strong enough to absorb
uncertainty arising from bilateral tensions.” Said Hassett, “When uncertainty is high, that’s difficult
for Americans, and it does depress activity a little bit. If right in the middle of a financial crisis we
added some uncertainty over exactly how are these negotiations going to work out, then it would
be pretty harmful then. But right now, the economy has got a lot of forward momentum.”
        NYTimes Analysis: US Tariffs “Too Small And Narrowly Targeted” To Do Chinese Economy
Serious Harm. Keith Bradsher of the New York Times (6/18, Bradsher) writes, “Thanks to
President Trump’s tariffs, Americans will soon be paying more for a wide variety of Chinese-made
goods, and some American customers may end up buying from other countries instead.” However,
according to Bradsher, the “tariffs the White House announced on Friday will have little immediate
impact on China, despite the size of the $50 billion in goods involved and the invective the move
set off from Chinese official news media.” Bradsher says the tariffs are “ultimately too small and
narrowly targeted to seriously impact China’s nearly $13 trillion economy.”

Editorial Wrap-Up

New York Times.
“A Siberian Prisoner Spoils Putin’s Extravaganza.” The New York Times (6/18) editorializes
that Russia’s hosting of “the World Cup soccer extravaganza” presents a good opportunity “to
raise the case of Oleg Sentsov, a Ukrainian filmmaker who has been on a hunger strike for more
than a month in a remote Siberian penal colony, to remind the Russian president that his costly
sport show does not wipe away his government’s crimes.” The Times asserts that Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s “regime alone is responsible for the assaults on Ukraine, for Mr.



Sentsov’s torture and phony trial and for whatever shadow Russia’s actions cast over the soccer
games.” The Times concludes in stressing that “Sentsov is risking his life to draw attention to all
this. He and the truth he proclaims deserve the full support of the West, no matter what is going
on in Russia’s stadiums – or in Mr. Trump’s mind.”
        “When Did Caging Kids Become The Art Of The Deal?” A New York Times (6/18) editorial says
that watching Trump “blame Democrats for his administration’s inhumane practice of snatching
immigrant children from their parents at the border evokes nothing so much as an abusive
husband blaming his wife for the beatings he delivers.” The Times calls the practice “immoral” and
says lawmakers “should not negotiate with the president until he puts a stop to this ‘zero
tolerance’ insanity.”

Washington Post.
“The Trump Administration Created This Awful Border Policy. It Doesn’t Need Congress
To Fix It.” In an editorial, the Washington Post (6/18) that no one in the Administration has tried
to “justify breaking up families” because “there is nothing that can justify” the policy.
        “Yet Another Russia Contact With The Trump Campaign Team. What Are They Hiding?” The
Washington Post (6/18) editorializes, “Hardly a goes by in which President Trump fails to call the
Russia probe a ‘witch hunt.’ Yet barely less frequent are the reminders of his damaged credibility
on the subject.” Special Counsel Robert Mueller “is conducting an essential inquiry into a foreign
effort to influence U.S. elections, amid increasingly worrying signs of Trump team contacts with
Russians.”
        “Colombia’s New Leader Should Tread Carefully On The Peace Accord.” The Washington Post
(6/18) editorializes that Colombia’s President-elect Ivan Duque is “a long-standing critic of the
peace deal” forged between the Colombian government and former FARC rebels, so his Sunday
electoral win cast doubt on the broader “peace process at a moment when violence in post-conflict
zones is on the rise.” The Post argues that “Duque wisely addressed these concerns on Sunday
evening, pledging to push forward with large parts of the peace accord and to continue supporting
the reintegration of former rebel combatants.” To the Post, Duque’s remarks “will be a welcome
foundation for the presidency he will begin in August.”

Wall Street Journal.
“The GOP’s Immigration Meltdown.” The Wall Street Journal (6/18) says in an editorial that
internal GOP divisions over immigration coupled with images of immigrant children being taken
from their parents could cost Republicans their congressional majorities in November.
        “Merkel On The Edge.” A Wall Street Journal (6/18) editorial says German Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s coalition government will not prevail if she fails to address populist concerns over her
2015 open-door migration policy. The underlying issue is that Christian Social Union leader and
Interior Minister Horst Seehofer is attuned to voters’ lack of satisfaction with Merkel, the Journal
says, underscoring how Merkel’s steadfast commitment to static centrism has ignored the
economic and social challenges facing her nation.
        “The Supreme Court’s Gerrymander Tease.” In an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (6/18)
lauds the Supreme Court for avoiding the issue of partisan gerrymandering, but warns that the
liberal justices made it clear they need just one vote to begin ruling on the issue. The Journal
warns that such a move would undermine the separation of powers, further politicize the judiciary,
and cause voters to see judges as being as biased as politicians.

Big Picture

Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.

Wall Street Journal: 
Trump Readies More Tariffs For China 
Trump Defends Family-Separation Policy 
How A Florida Utility Became The Global King Of Green Power 
Audi CEO Arrested In Emissions-Cheating Probe 

New York Times: 
Trump Resisting A Growing Wrath For Separating Migrant Families 
How The Koch Brothers Are Killing Public Transit Projects Around The Country 
As Europe’s Liberal Order Splinters, Trump Wields An Ax 
Mexico’s World Cup Captain Is On A U.S. Blacklist 



Erdogan’s Plan To Raise A ‘Pious Generation’ Divides Parents In Turkey 
How Anti-Immigration Passion Was Inflamed From The Fringe 

Washington Post: 
Bob Dole’s Final Mission 
Trump Defiant On Crisis At Border 
As Debate Shifts, GOP Decries Family Separations 
D.C.-Area Private Schools Plan To Scrap Advanced Placement 
Trotz Resigns, But It Shouldn’t Take The Shine Off The Capitals’ Cup 
President Threatens China With More Tariffs 

Financial Times: 
Trump Turns His Fire On Germany Over Immigration 
Colombia’s New President Faces Decades-Old Challenges 
Audi Chief Rupert Stadler Faces Being Forced To Step Down 

Washington Times: 
Republicans Abandon Trump, Demand End To Zero-Tolerance Border Policy 
Potential 2020 Trump Primary Challengers Eagerly Join Uproar Against Family Separations At
Border 
Russia-To-Germany Undersea Pipeline Unnerves U.S., Riles Region 
Republican Gov. Larry Hogan ‘Stronger Than Ever’ In Re-Election Bid In Deep-Blue Maryland 
‘Where’s The Beef?’ South Korea Says It’s Coming ‘Soon’ On Deal With Kim Jong-Un 
Southern Poverty Law Center’s Settlement With ‘Extremist’ Organization Dings Credibility 

Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 
ABC: Border Security-Immigrant Children; Border Security-Immigrant Children-Reactions; Severe
Weather; FBI-Inspector General Report; Japan-Earthquake; Tesla-Car Explosion; UK-Meghan
Markle’s Father-Regrets; California-ER Doctor Hostile Bedside Manner; Illinois-Prisoners Escape;
DC-Rollercoaster Riders Stranded; Daytona Beach-Rollercoaster Accident-Survivor; News Reporter
Overcomes Neurological Disorder. 
CBS: Border Security-Immigrant Children; Border Security-Immigrant Children-Reactions; Trump-
Space Force; World Health Organization-Video Game Addiction; Severe Weather; Illinois-Prisoners
Escape; Apple-iOS 911 Feature; Border Security-Immigrant Stories. 
NBC: Border Security-Immigrant Children; Border Security-Immigrant Children-Reactions; Severe
Weather; Tesla-Car Explosion; Trump-Space Force; New York-Taxi Driver Suicides; World Health
Organization-Video Game Addiction; NBC Reporter Richard Valeriani Dies; Florida-Cooling Towers
Implode; Box Office-Incredibles 2; Border Security-Immigrant Children-Final Thoughts. 

Network TV At A Glance: 
Border Security-Immigrant Children – 14 minutes, 40 seconds 
Border Security-Immigrant Children-Reactions – 9 minutes, 25 seconds 
Severe Weather – 2 minutes, 50 seconds 

Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 
ABC: Border Security-Immigrant Children; Border Security-Immigrant Children-Reactions; Trump-
China Tariffs. 
CBS: Trump-China Tariffs; Border Security-Immigrant Children; FBI-Inspector General Report-
Defending Report; Severe Weather; Wall Street. 
FOX: FBI-Inspector General Report-Strzok Subpoena; FBI-Inspector General Report-Defending
Report; Border Security-Immigrant Children; Trump-China Tariffs; North Korea-China Visit. 
NPR: Border Security-Immigrant Children; Border Security-Immigrant Children-Reactions; Trump-
Space Force; US Supreme Court-Gerrymanding Cases. 

Washington Schedule

Today’s Events In Washington.
White House: 
PRESIDENT TRUMP — Delivers remarks at the National Federation of Independent Businesses 75ᵗʰ
Anniversary Celebration; participates in the arrival of Their Majesties King Felipe VI and Queen
Letizia of Spain; meets with Their Majesties King Felipe VI and Queen Letizia of Spain; participates



in an expanded bilateral meeting with His Majesty King Felipe VI of Spain; participates in the
departure of Their Majesties King Felipe VI and Queen Letizia of Spain; signs the 10 millionth
United States patent; delivers remarks to the House Republican Conference; delivers remarks at
dinner with supporters. 
VICE PRESIDENT PENCE — Participates in an event for Representative John Katko (R-NY); tours
Nucor Steel Auburn, Inc.; delivers remarks at Nucor Steel Auburn, Inc.; participates in a
Republican Governors Association (RGA) event. 
US Senate: 
9:30 AM Senate Armed Services Committee nominations hearing – Nominations hearing considers
Lt. Gen. Austin Miller for U.S. Forces-Afghanistan Commander/NATO Resolute Support Mission
General and Commander Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm G50, Washington, DC 
10:00 AM Homeland Security Subcommittee markup hearing on Fiscal Year 2019 appropriations
bill ocation: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 124, Washington, DC 
10:00 AM Senate HELP Committee hearing on the 340B Drug Discount Program – Hearing on
‘Effective Administration of the 340B Drug Pricing Program’, with testimony from Health Resources
and Services Administration Healthcare Systems Bureau Office of Pharmacy Affairs Director Capt.
Krista Pedley Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 430, Washington, DC 
10:00 AM USCIS director testifies to Senate Judiciary Committee on EB-5 visa – Hearing on
‘Citizenship for Sale: Oversight of the EB-5 Investor Visa Program’, with testimony from U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services Director L. Francis Cissna Location: Rm 226, Dirksen Senate
Office Bldg, Washington, DC 
11:00 AM Financial Services and General Government Subcommittee markup hearing on Fiscal
Year 2019 appropriations bill Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 138, Washington, DC 
2:30 PM Marcia Gay Harden testifies to Senate Aging Committee – Hearing on ‘Changing the
Trajectory of Alzheimer’s: Reducing Risk, Detecting Early Symptoms, and Improving Data’, with
testimony from actress and family caregiver Marcia Gay Harden; CDC Alzheimer’s Disease And
Healthy Aging Program’s Dr Lisa McGuire; Pennsylvania Secretary of Aging Teresa Osborne;
Jackson Laboratory Associate Professor Dr Gareth Howell; and family caregiver Cheryll Woods-
Flowers Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 106, Washington, DC 
2:30 PM Senate Commerce subcommittee hearing on data privacy risks – ROOM CHANGE –
Consumer Protection, Product Safety, Insurance, and Data Security Subcommittee hearing on
‘Cambridge Analytica and Other Facebook Partners: Examining Data Privacy Risks’, with testimony
from University of Cambridge Department of Psychology Lecturer Aleksandr Kogan; NewCo CEO
John Battelle; and former FTC Chief Technologist Ashkan Soltani Location: 216 Hart Senate Office
Building 
2:30 PM Closed Briefing: Intelligence Matters Location: Rm 219, Hart Senate Office Bldg,
Washington, DC 
3:00 PM State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Subcommittee markup hearing on Fiscal
Year 2019 appropriations bill Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 138, Washington, DC 
Senate Veteran’s Affairs committee business meeting – Business meeting to consider the
nomination of John Lowry III, of Illinois, to be Assistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’
Employment and Training. Time and location still TBD. Location: TBD 
US House: 
10:00 AM House committees joint hearing on DoJ and FBI decisions on the 2016 presidential
election – House Committee on the Judiciary and House Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform joint hearing on ‘Oversight of the FBI and DOJ Actions in Advance of the 2016 Election’,
with testimony from Department of Justice Inspector General Michael Horowitz * DoJ IG
investigation, begun in January 2017, is exploring areas including then-FBI Director James
Comey’s July 2016 announcement on Hillary Clinton’s emails and his two subsequent letters to
Congress, allegations of improper disclosures of non-public information, and questions over the
timing of FBI release of certain Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) documents Location: U.S.
Capitol Visitor Center, HVC-210, Washington, DC 
11:00 AM Dem Rep. Darren Soto and social justice leaders call on the Trump Administration to
‘stop separating families’ – Press conference calling on the Trump Administration, in conjunction
with Attorney General Jeff Sessions, to ‘stop separating children from their families at the U.S.
border’, with Democratic Rep. Darren Soto, National Action Network founder and President Rev. Al
Sharpton, UnidosUs President and CEO Janet Murguia, Anti-Defamation League National Director
and CEO Jonathan Greenblatt, Lawyers’ Committee on Civil Rights Under Law President and
Executive Director Kristen Clarke, National Urban League President and CEO Marc Morial, National
Coalition of Black Civic Participation President and CEO Melanie Campbell, NAACP Legal Defense
and Educational Fund President and Director-Counsel Sherrilyn Ifill, and The Leadership
Conference on Civil and Human Rights President and CEO Vanita Gupta Location: House Triangle,



Washington, DC 
11:00 AM House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer regular pen-and-pad briefing Location: H-144, U.S.
Capitol, Washington, DC 
12:30 PM House Homeland Security subcommittee field hearing on ‘Opioids in the Homeland’ –
Oversight and Management Efficiency Subcommittee field hearing on ‘Opioids in the Homeland:
DHS Coordination with State and Local Partners to Fight the Epidemic’, with testimony from
Immigration and Customs Enforcement Philadelphia Special Agent in Charge Marlon Miller;
Customs and Border Protection Baltimore Field Office Director of Field Operations Casey Durst;
York County, PA, District Attorney David Sunday Jr.; and Pennsylvania State Police Department
Bureau of Records and Identification Director Raymond Singley Location: Room 205 of The
Speaker Matthew J. Ryan Legislative Office Building, Pennsylvania Capitol Complex 
2:00 PM House meets for legislative business – House of Representatives meets for legislative
business, with agenda including consideration of legislation including ‘H.R. 3192 – CHIP Mental
Health Parity Act’, as amended, ‘H.R. 4005 – Medicaid Reentry Act’, as amended, ‘H.R. 5590 –
Opioid Addiction Action Plan Act’, ‘H.R. 5687 – SOUND Disposal and Packaging Act’, as amended,
‘H.R. 5796 – REACH OUT Act of 2018’, as amended, ‘H.R. 5801 – Medicaid PARTNERSHIP Act’, as
amended, ‘H.R. 5773 – PASS Act of 2018’, as amended, ‘H.R. 5676 – SENIOR Communities
Protection Act of 2018’, as amended, ‘H.R. 5774 – COACH Act of 2018’, as amended, ‘H.R. 5775 –
PROPER Act of 2018’, as amended, ‘H.R. 4991 – Supporting Research and Development for First
Responders Act’, as amended, ‘H.R. 5762 – Joint Task Force to Combat Opioid Trafficking Act of
2018’, as amended, ‘H.R. 4627 – Shielding Public Spaces from Vehicular Terrorism Act’, as
amended, and ‘H.R. 6110 – Dr. Todd Graham Pain Management, Treatment, and Recovery Act of
2018’ under suspension of the rules Location: U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC 
5:00 PM House Rules Committee hearing – Hearing on ‘H.R. 5797 – Individuals in Medicaid
Deserve Care that is Appropriate and Responsible in its Delivery Act’, ‘H.R. 6082 – Overdose
Prevention and Patient Safety Act’, and ‘H.R. 6 – Substance Use-Disorder Prevention that
Promotes Opioid Recovery and Treatment for Patients and Communities Act’ Location: U.S.
Capitol, H-313, Washington, DC 
Other: 
        Association of Defense Communities Defense Communities National Summit – Association of
Defense Communities Defense Communities National Summit. Speaking program includes
keynotes from Republican Sen. James Inhofe, Navy Secretary Richard Spencer, Air Force
Secretary Heather Wilson, and Assistant Secretary of Defense for Energy, Installations and
Environment Lucian Niemeyer; with other speakers including Democratic Reps. Scott Peters and
Tim Ryan, Republican Reps. Mike Rounds, Scott Taylor, and Rob Wittman, officials from the
Department of Defense, and other organizations Location: Washington Hilton, 1919 Connecticut
Ave NW, Washington, DC
        7:15 AM USGLC State Leaders Summit continues with Capitol Hill Day – U.S. Global
Leadership Coalition State Leaders Summit, with day two agenda including Capitol Hill Day
Breakfast and Congressional appointments, before closing reception with Congressional champions
* Speakers throughout the summit include Democrats Sen. Chris Coons and Reps. Jimmy Panetta,
Tim Ryan, and Brad Schneider, and Republicans Sen. Todd Young and Rep. John Curtis Location:
Grand Hyatt Washington, 1000 H St NW, Washington, DC
        8:00 AM Prudential Bank Regulation Conference – Prudential Bank Regulation Conference,
co-hosted by SIFMA and The Clearing House. Speakers include Republican Sen. Pat Toomey,
Comptroller of the Currency Joseph Otting, Federal Reserve Board General Counsel Mark Van Der
Weide, and Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Chairman Jelena Williams Location: National
Press Club, 529 14th Street NW, Washington, DC
        9:30 AM ‘Restoring Restraint: Enforcing Accountability for Users of Chemical Weapons’ CSIS
discussion and report launch – ‘Restoring Restraint: Enforcing Accountability for Users of Chemical
Weapons’ Center for Strategic and International Studies discussion, on ways in which the
international community is working to rebuild the system of restraint against chemical weapons.
During the event, CSIS launches a report on the topic. Speakers include keynote Organization for
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons Director-General Ahmet Uzumcu, and others including
Assistant Secretary of State for Arms Control, Verification, and Compliance Dr Yleem Poblete,
British Embassy Washington Counsellor for Foreign and Security Policy Samantha Job, and French
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Strategic, Security and Disarmament Affairs Director Nicolas Roche
Location: Center for Strategic and International Studies, 1616 Rhode Island Ave NW, Washington,
DC
        11:00 AM VA Office of Research and Development VA Research Fair – Department of
Veterans Affairs’ (VA) Office of Research and Development holds a VA Research Fair, to share with
members of Congress and the public exciting new advances aimed at improving healthcare and



quality of life for Veterans, featuring exhibits and demonstrations covering areas such as
prosthetics, robotics, genomics and mental health Location: Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, DC
        11:00 AM AEI discussion on ‘Assessing the administrative state’ – ‘Assessing the
administrative state’ American Enterprise Institute address by Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs Administrator Neomi Rao, focusing on what has been accomplished a year and a
half into President Donald Trump’s first term and the tools that are available for the executive to
confront the ‘fourth branch of government’ Location: American Enterprise Institute, 1789
Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC
        12:30 PM Donald Trump and the Moral Collapse of American Evangelicalism – As some 1000
evangelical leaders meet with President Donald Trump at the Trump Hotel in Washington on June
19, Schenck, a dissenting evangelical, will lead a discussion, moderated by Ambassador Suzan
Johnson Cook, regarding Donald Trump and the moral collapse of American evangelicalism and
why this branch of Christianity needs reformation. Speakers: Rev. Dr. Rob Schenck, President of
The Dietrich Bonhoeffer Institute and author of Costly Grace: An Evangelical Minister’s Rediscovery
of Faith, Hope and Love, will be joined by Ambassador Suzan Johnson Cook (International
Religious Freedom appointee of President Barak Obama) . (Limited Seating – RSVP required). To
RSVP email Melinda Ronn at melinda.tdbi@gmail.com or call 917-743-7836
https://www.press.org/events/donald-trump-and-moral-collapse-american-evangelicalism
Location: 4th Estate Room, National Press Club, 529 14th St., NW.
        3:00 PM Democratic Sen. Ed Markey discusses free speech at Washington Post event – The
Washington Post host ‘Free to State: The Future of the First Amendment’, exploring ‘the
challenges and opportunities created by robust free speech guarantees in a diverse and modern
democracy’. Panelists include Democratic Sen. Ed Markey, former Cambridge Analytica contractor
Christopher Wylie, American Civil Liberties Union President Susan Herman, Black Lives Matter Co-
Founder Patrisse Khan-Cullors, Information Society Project, PEN America CEO Suzanne Nossel,
Federal Communications Commission Commissioner Michael O’Rielly, and comedians Hari
Kondabolu and Patton Oswalt Location: The Washington Post, Live Center, 1301 K Street
Northwest, Washington, DC
        International Summit on Borders – International Summit on Borders. Speakers include
Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Kevin McAleenan, Acting Deputy Commissioner
Ronald Vitiello, Acting Executive Assistant Commissioner for Operations Support Robert Perez,
Executive Director for Agriculture Programs and Trade Liaison Kevin Harriger, National Targeting
Center Executive Director Troy Miller, Safeguarding Division Director John Sagle, and Office of
Field Operations Deputy Executive Assistant Commissioner John Wagner, Department of Homeland
Security Chief Human Capital Officer Angela Bailey, Los Angeles County Sheriff Jim McDonnell, and
officials from the World Customs Organization, World Bank, Saudi Arabia, Canada, Australia,
INTERPOL, Finland, Malaysia, and Singapore Location: Ronald Reagan Building and International
Trade Center, Washington, DC

Last Laughs

Late Night Political Humor.
Trevor Noah: “Maybe these detention centers are nicer than where these kids were living in
Honduras, but that is not really the point. The point is the federal government is effectively
stealing kids away from their parents. Like if some guy in an unmarked van took your kids from
the park, the last thing you would be worried about as a parent was how nice the van was or
whether they had the good candy.”

Trevor Noah: “First of all, no one believes that the Democrats are to blame here. The Democrats
are like an iPhone at 5 p.m. They have no power, all right?”

Trevor Noah: “So look, President Trump, you got two options, man. Either you can own the fact
that this was your plan all along and you don’t hate this policy of keeping kids in cages, or you can
call up the one person in America with more power than you, Beyonce, because if anyone knows
how to organize an epic release, it’s her.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “The President spent his Father’s Day weekend the same way he does every year.
He opens a card and says, ‘Who’s Eric?’”

Stephen Colbert: “The big story continues to be the Trump Administration’s policy of forcibly



separating immigrant children from their parents. And faced with almost universal condemnation
from both sides of the political aisle, religious leaders, the UN Human Rights council – Trump took
full responsibility for the policy and promised a swift end to this humanitarian disaster. Just
kidding. He blamed the Democrats.”

Stephen Colbert: “There’s two things wrong with this. One, if it was a law, the Republicans are in
control of everything. They can fix it. Second of all, it’s not a law, this is a policy. It’s just another
scoop from your chum bucket of cruelty.”

Stephen Colbert: “But not everyone in the Administration blames this policy on the Democrats.
Some say the policy doesn’t exist. Like secretary of homeland security and definitely not the
descendant of immigrants, Kirstjen Nielsen, who tweeted yesterday, ‘We do not have policy of
separating families at the border. Period.’ Then why are you locking up kids in an abandoned
Walmart?”

Jimmy Fallon: “He’s talked about it before, but today, President Trump officially ordered the
creation of a new military branch. ... The Space Force! Trump was like, ‘It won’t be that hard. It’s
not like it’s rocket science.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “That’s right, Trump wants the Space Force to be the sixth branch of the military.
He said, ‘It’ll come right after the Army, the Navy, the Marines, the Avengers, and the
Incredibles.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “But it’s true, he’s actually creating the Space Force. It’s all part of Trump’s plan to
have one stupid idea distract from his other stupid ideas.”

Jimmy Fallon: “The Trump Administration is facing criticism for separating immigrant children
from their parents. Some people said they couldn’t believe Trump would do something like this.
Then African Americans, Muslims, DACA recipients, transgendered troops, and Special Olympians
were like, ‘We can.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “The Trump Administration is separating immigrant kids from their parents at the
border, but experts say there’s an easy fix to the problem – the midterms.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Even Melania Trump came out against her husband. This is real. Her office
released a statement that said, ‘Mrs. Trump hates to see children separated from their families.’
Then it said, ‘However, Mrs. Trump is totally okay with wives being separated from their
husbands.’”

Seth Meyers: “A federal judge in Virginia revoked former Trump campaign chairman Paul
Manafort’s bail on Friday and sent him to jail while he awaits trial. Jail or, as it will soon be known,
Trump 2020 reelection headquarters.”
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DOI In The News

US Mint Launches Voyageurs National Park ATB Quarter.
Coinweek (6/15) reports that the United States Mint joined the National Park Service last week to
launch the America the Beautiful Quarters Program coin honoring Voyageurs National Park.
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke said, “The beauty and recreational opportunities of Voyageurs
National Park in Minnesota make it a fantastic year-round destination for sightseeing, fishing,
boating, and hiking. The park’s interconnected lakes, maze of water ways, 2.7 billion year-old
exposed geological layers, campsites, and trails are examples of the many treasures and
experiences available on America’s vast network of public lands.”

Yet Another Top Interior Department Official Seems To Have An Ethics Problem.
The Huffington Post (6/15, Kaufman) reports that “a top political appointee at the Interior
Department repeatedly scheduled meetings with his former employers in an apparent violation of
federal ethics rules.” Todd Wynn, director of the agency’s Office of Intergovernmental and External
Affairs, “worked as the task force director at the American Legislative Exchange Council from 2011
to 2013, overseeing the energy, environment and agriculture division and organizing three
national conferences a year, a copy of his résumé shows.” On Oct. 27, Wynn “planned a 30-
minute video call with Jennifer Butler, a senior policy adviser at the ALEC-linked State Policy
Network, according to calendars released under a Freedom of Information Act request.” On Dec.
19, Wynn “scheduled another such call with Grant Kidwell, the ALEC director in charge of his
former task force.” The article notes that “on Oct. 16, Wynn signed President Donald Trump’s
ethics pledge prohibiting political appointees in the executive branch from participating ‘in any
particular matter involving specific parties that is directly and substantially related to [one’s]
former employer or former clients.’”

These Two Letters Explain Why Democrats Were Furious With Ryan Zinke This Week.
Mother Jones (6/15, Spinelli) reports that Democrats raised concerns about “some questionable
behavior” in Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke’s agency and “described some of their concerns in a
recent pair of open letters.” According to the article, “the first letter, from June 5 and signed by 12
Democratic senators, rips into the secretary for charging a political appointee with the task of
reviewing any grant applications that exceed a $50,000 threshold.” Also, last Wednesday, “all 18
Democratic members of the House Natural Resources Committee wrote to Chairman Rob Bishop
(R-Utah) requesting a hearing into sexual harassment at DOI.”

Cattle Rancher, Subject Of Possible White House Pardon, Had Years Of Disputes With
Malheur Wildlife Refuge.
The Washington Post (6/14, Sottile) reports that “a southeastern Oregon cattle rancher whose



sentence for arson on public lands” helped spark “the 2016 occupation of the Malheur National
Wildlife Refuge had for decades fought against federal workers in the region amid claims they
were hurting his operations, according to federal documents obtained by The Washington Post.”
Rancher Dwight Hammond Jr., and his son, Steven, are “among those whom the White House is
considering for presidential pardons.” According to the article, “their convictions for arson have
drawn sharp rebukes from the local community amid allegations that the family was aggressively
prosecuted using anti-terrorism statutes because they were outspoken about public land use in
rural Oregon.” Local media outlets here have “urged President Trump to grant clemency to the two
men.”

Bureau Of Indian Affairs

Flood Control Measures Underway In Mescalero.
The Ruidoso (NM) News (6/15, Stallings) reports that “with the Soldier Canyon Fire wrapped up,
officials in Mescalero focused their attention on preventing flooding from areas impacted by the
flames.” The Flood Response Group “assembled sand bags and placed k-rail concrete barriers
Wednesday and Thursday around homes and below the fire area in Soldier Canyon on the
Mescalero Apache Reservation that adjoins Ruidoso.” According to the article, “local law
enforcement was assisting crews as they maneuvered heavy equipment to and from work sites in
Soldier Canyon and the surrounding Mescalero area.” Thora Padilla, emergency management
officer for the Mescalero Apache Tribe, said that “the Bureau of Indian Affairs Burned Area
Emergency Response Team and the inter-departmental Flood Response Group were coordinating
flood mitigations and preparations while working proactively to protect the community and
people.”

Bureau Of Land Management

Head Of Wyoming BLM Says The Agency’s Mission Stays The Same Regardless Of
Administration’s Focus.
The Casper (WY) Star-Tribune (6/17, Richards) reports that in an interview, Bureau of Land
Management Wyoming director Mary Jo Rugwell “answered questions about some of the key
issues that have arisen in Wyoming public land debates over the last year” and how things have
changed with the new administration. Rugwell ssaid, “I’ve worked for the federal government for a
long time. Every time there is a new administration, the focus changes. But when you work for
BLM, our overall mission doesn’t change. It’s just that one administration focuses on one part of
our mission more than the other. But, we still keep doing everything that we are mandated to do
by (the Federal Land Policy and Management Act). It’s just kind of a balancing act. I’m not going
to say it’s easy, because it’s not. But it’s important. We really try hard to stay out of the politics of
it as much as we can and just focus on our mission.”

Feds May Change Approach To Oil And Gas Permits To Protect Native American Cultural
Sites In Wyoming.
The Casper (WY) Star-Tribune (6/17, Richards) reports that the Bureau of Land Management is
“considering new guidance to deal with tribal consultations on private land where owners want to
drill for oil and gas near historic sites.” Officials in Wyoming are “juggling a debate that is both
sensitive and very old – the rights of ranchers, the rights of tribes and the influence of the federal
government.”

Alaskans Flock To Washington, D.C. For Final ANWR Hearing.
The Anchorage (AK) Daily News (6/15, Martinson) reports that the Bureau of Land management
“held its final public hearing on the scope of the environmental review of drilling in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge before a divided crowd that included many Alaskans in Washington, D.C.
Friday.” The article notes that “organizations that plan to ultimately sue the federal government
over the product of the environmental review need to raise issues they plan to bring up in court in
their comments.” So “some of the commentary delivered Friday can provide a window into the
likely court battle over potential drilling in ANWR.”

Orphan Well Costs, Liabilities Growing.
The Grand Junction (CO) Daily Sentinel (6/17, Webb) reports that “a recent review found that the
Bureau of Land Management’s spending to reclaim orphan oil and gas wells and its potential



liabilities for doing so likely have increased in recent years.” However, the Government
Accountability Office report “says the full extent of those increases can’t be determined because
the BLM fails to systematically track data on the issue.” As a result, the GAO “can’t be sure if it
has sufficient bonds or financial assurance from companies to cover the cost of plugging and
otherwise reclaiming wells, and ‘minimize the need for taxpayers to pay for the costs of reclaiming
orphaned wells,’ the report says.”

Fracking Leases Possible On BLM Land Near Holbrook.
The White Mountain (AZ) Independent (6/15, Dungan) reports that “a group of Navajo County
residents has urged the Navajo Board of Supervisors to help challenge leases for oil and gas
fracking on Bureau of Land Management land.” The group, “which learned about the leases just a
couple of weeks ago, said the BLM has been working on the leases without public input from local
citizens or tribes.” According to the article, “it quickly banded together to form NoFrackingAZ to
research the affects of fracking, put up a web site and circulate a petition, which members said
has more than 700 signatures so far.”

Feds Saddled With Attorneys’ Fees In Wild Horse FOIA Case.
E&E Publishing (6/15, Doyle) reports that “a wild horse advocate and energetic Freedom of
Information Act filer has been awarded $69,019 in attorneys’ fees, in a case that shows the high
and sometimes disputable cost of litigation.” Debbie Coffey prevailed in her FOIA lawsuit, which
led to the Bureau of Land Management “releasing more documents on the agency’s Wild Horse
and Burro Program. That victory entitled her to seek attorneys’ fees.” However, U.S. District Judge
James Boasberg “also concluded that Coffey’s request for $125,541 went too far.” In his decision,
Boasberg “did not question the attorneys’ hourly rate of pay but instead disputed the number of
hours required, citing the example of ‘almost 40 hours to prepare for and draft an 8-page
[motion]’ as being ‘easily too much.’”

BLM To Remove 60 Burros From Bullhead City Neighborhoods.
The Mohave Valley (AZ) Daily News (6/17) reports that the Bureau of Land Management has
started “an effort to gather about 60 wild burros near Bullhead City.” According to the article, “the
three-week gather comes after discussions and concerns brought by private landowners and
community leaders following a string of incidents involving wild burros.” The gathered animals will
be “taken to the BLM Wild Horse and Burro facility in Florence, Ariz., where they will be prepared
for possible public adoption.”

‘You Have To Be Prepared To Do Anything.’ Twin Falls BLM Firefighters Test Their Skills
Ahead Of National Review.
The Twin Falls (ID) Times-News (6/15, Kennison) reports that “on Thursday, as part of an all-day
training to ready themselves for their National Preparedness Review, 165 Twin Falls District
firefighters were drilled on their last-resort plan: using fire shelters to protect themselves when all
other options fail.” Kelsey Brizendine, spokeswoman for the Twin Falls District BLM, explained,
“This is your last resort to help keep yourself alive.” The National Preparedness Review will “take
place next week as fire crews get ready for the main fire season.”

Bureau Of Ocean Energy Management

Gillibrand Opposes Offshore Seismic Tests.
Newsday (NY) (6/16, Gralla) reports that the Interior Department is “expected to soon decide
whether to grant seismic permits in the Atlantic Ocean, according to the office of Sen. Kirsten
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.).” Gillibrand is urging the Interior Department’s Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration “to reject any permits.”
She wrote in a June 12 letter, “Opening up the Atlantic to this harmful and nuisance-causing
testing in order to support the exploration for oil and gas, which we on the coast do not want and
do not need, should not be approved by your agencies. This activity runs counter to the Federal
government’s responsibility to be a good steward of our nation’s ocean resources and their
habitat.” BOEM’s acting director, Walter Cruickshank, said: “BOEM is committed to ensuring
protection measures will be in place before any Atlantic seismic survey activity occurs.”

Bureau Of Reclamation



Reclamation Chief Revitalizes Agency’s Infrastructure Mission.
The Salem (OR) Capital Press (6/15, Dumas) reports that the Trump Administration and Interior
Secretary Ryan Zinke “are ‘very focused’ on infrastructure, and Reclamation wants to partner with
water users to bring new projects forward,” Bureau of Reclamation commissioner Brenda Burman
said at the Idaho Water Users Association water law conference on Tuesday. Burman noted that
“the House just passed the Fiscal Year 2019 appropriations bill providing more than $1.5 billion for
Reclamation, and a similar bill is awaiting a full Senate vote.” They “represent an increase of more
than $400 million over the agency’s current budget.” Burman “encouraged water users to get the
backing for projects they’d like see, work with regional leadership and bring the details to
Reclamation.”

CAP Appeals Recommendation On Quartzsite Water Lease Deal.
The Kingman (AZ) Daily Miner (6/15, Louis) reports that “the Central Arizona Water Conservation
District has fired back at the Arizona Department of Water Resources’ recommendation to cancel a
water transfer from the town of Quartzsite to replenish groundwater reserves in Maricopa, Pima
and Pinal counties.” In a letter to Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, “the district expressed concerns
and its belief that the recommendation included several unsupported conclusions.” Among the
“unsupported assumptions”, the letter says, is “that the transfer would negatively impact other
Colorado River water users, a claim that the district disputes.”

Reclamation Seeks Comments On Powerplant Maintenance Project.
The Twin Falls (ID) Times-News (6/17) reports that te Bureau of Reclamation is seeking input on
“a draft Environmental Assessment for the maintenance and rehabilitation of Minidoka Powerplant
Unit 7, located at Minidoka Dam.” The work would “improve the structural integrity of the 75-year-
old bulkhead-gate steel slots and adjacent concrete to avoid further deterioration; assure
stabilization; and allow dewatering for regular maintenance.”

Colorado River Reservoirs Expected To Be Less Than Half Full, Headed Toward Historic
Low.
KUNC-FM Greeley, CO (6/15, Runyon) reports that “reservoirs that store water along the Colorado
River are projected to be less than half full later this year, potentially marking a historic low mark
for the river system that supplies water to seven U.S. states and Mexico.” The U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation forecasts “the river’s reservoirs – Lakes Mead and Powell among them – to be at a
combined 48 percent of capacity by the end of September.” The article notes that “without
significant rainfall this summer and fall and above average snow this upcoming winter the
combined reservoir storage could dip to 44 percent of capacity by April 2019 according to
Reclamation models.”

Federal South-Of-Delta Ag Water Allocation Upped.
The Chico (CA) Enterprise-Record (6/15) reports that “farmers south of the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta who use federal water will get a little more this year, the Bureau of Reclamation
announced Friday” The article notes that “the allocation to south-of-delta Central Valley Project
contractors for the 2018 contract year was increased from 45 percent to 50 percent.”

Fish And Wildlife Service

Rare Southern California Flower Taken Off Endangered List.
The AP (6/15) reports that “after nearly 20 years on the federal list of endangered and threatened
species, a tiny flowering plant that only grows on the shores around a single vernal pool in a
Southern California mountain range has recovered.” The Hidden Lake bluecurl will “officially be
delisted on July 2, according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.” The plant was “placed on the
federal list in 1998 because trampling by hikers and horses and its extremely limited range raised
concerns that it might become extinct.” The Fish and Wildlife Service “credited the recovery to its
partnership between the California Department of Parks and Recreation, Rancho Santa Ana
Botanic Garden and other partners.” Paul Souza, director of the service’s Pacific Southwest
Region, said in a statement, “California has one of the highest concentrations of geographically
restricted plants in the United States. We are fortunate to have an array of dedicated partners to
help ensure species like the bluecurls can be conserved for future generations.”

Fish And Wildlife Proposes Delisting Endangered Plant.













































in preventing necessary reforms’. Participants are RAND Adjunct Senior Fellow Amb. Bill Courtney,
Center for Strategic and International Studies Senior Fellow Ed Chow, and Ukrainian Verkhovna
Rada Member Nataliya Katser-Buchkovska Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm G11,
Washington, DC 
US House: 
10:00 AM House Small Business Committee field hearing on small businesses in Western Kentucky
– Field hearing on ‘Exploring the State of Western Kentucky’s Small Businesses’, with testimony
from First Community Bank of the Heartland President Bruce Kimbell; Swift & Staley President
Leon Owens; Musselman Properties owner Edward Musselman; and Socially Present owner Jonas
Neihoff Location: Paducah Area Chamber of Commerce, 300 South 3rd Street, Paducah, KY 
2:00 PM House Small Business Committee field hearing on rural small businesses in North
Mississippi – Field hearing on ‘The Perspective of Rural Small Businesses in North Mississippi’, with
testimony from Woods Farm Supply owner Pat Woods; Hyperion Technology Group founder,
President, and CEO Geoffrey Carter; Michael Hatcher & Associates President Michael Hatcher; and
Summit Management Services President and CEO Jason Bailey Location: ServPro Training Center,
1160 Stateline Road East, Southaven, MS 
3:30 PM Helsinki Commission briefing on curbing corruption in Ukraine’s energy sector – ‘High
Crimes and Pipelines: Curbing Corruption in Ukraine’s Energy Sector’ Helsinki Commission
briefing, reviewing ‘the challenges facing Ukraine’s energy sector with a focus on corruption’s role
in preventing necessary reforms’. Participants are RAND Adjunct Senior Fellow Amb. Bill Courtney,
Center for Strategic and International Studies Senior Fellow Ed Chow, and Ukrainian Verkhovna
Rada Member Nataliya Katser-Buchkovska Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm G11,
Washington, DC 
6:30 PM Dem Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton hosts community meeting on NPS policies on organized
sports – Democratic Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton hosts a community meeting on National Park
Service policies affecting the ability of organized sports teams to reserve space and play games on
the National Mall Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2167, Washington, DC No votes
scheduled in the House of Representatives 
Other: 
        9:00 AM USGLC State Leaders Summit – U.S. Global Leadership Coalition State Leaders
Summit, with day one speakers including Democratic Sen. Chris Coons, former New Jersey
Governor Chris Christie, former Vermont Governor Howard Dean, USAID Administrator Mark
Green, U.S. Institute of Peace President Nancy Lindborg, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Gen. Paul Selva and OPIC President and CEO Ray Washburne * Other speakers throughout the
summit include Republicans Sen. Todd Young and Rep. John Curtis, Democratic Reps. Jimmy
Panetta, Tim Ryan and Brad Schneider, former Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle, U.S. Global
Aids Coordinator Deborah Bix, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Dr
Anthony Fauci, Senior Deputy Assistant Administrator for Economic Growth, Education and
Environment Michelle Bekkering, and Senior Deputy Assistant Administrator for Food Security
Sean Jones, Panagora Group President and CEO Betsy Bassan Location: Grand Hyatt Washington,
1000 H St NW, Washington, DC
        12:00 PM ‘The Future of Housing Finance Reform’ American Action Forum event – ‘The
Future of Housing Finance Reform’ American Action Forum lunch event about reforming Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac. Department of Housing and Urban Development Senior Advisor Adolfo
Marzol gives the keynote address, while Politico’s Lorraine Woellert moderates the discussion
Location: American Action Forum, 1747 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC
        American Society of Naval Engineers (ASNE) hosts Technology, Systems and Ships 2018,
focusing on the latest efforts of the Navy, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, and Army to design and
procure the next generation of weapons, systems and ships * Event formerly known as ASNE Day
Location: FHI 360, 1825 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington, DC
        7:00 PM 2020 Dem presidential candidate Rep. John Delaney book talk at Politics and Prose
– 2020 Democratic presidential candidate Rep. John Delaney participates in author talk and
reception on his new book, ‘The Right Answer: How We Can Unify Our Divided Nation’, in which he
calls for ‘bipartisan action, entrepreneurial innovation, and a renewed commitment to the
American idea’ Location: Politics and Prose Bookstore, 5015 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington, DC
        7:00 PM National Alzheimer’s Dinner – National Alzheimer’s Dinner hosted during the
Alzheimer’s Association AIM Advocacy Forum, with honorees including Republican Sen. Susan
Collins, Democratic Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto, and actress Alexandra Socha. Other speakers
include actress Marcia Gay Harden, with emcee MSNBC and NBC News Anchor Richard Lui
Location: Washington Marriott Wardman Park, 2660 Woodley Rd NW, Washington, DC
        Association of Defense Communities Defense Communities National Summit – Association of
Defense Communities Defense Communities National Summit. Speaking program includes



































US Senate: 
9:30 AM Senate Judiciary Committee Executive Business Meeting – Executive Business Meeting,
with agenda including ‘S. 2837, Preventing Drug Diversion Act of 2018’, ‘S. 974, CREATES Act of
2017’, and ‘S. 2245, KIWI Act’, and nominations of Britt Cagle Grant to be U.S. Circuit Judge for
the Eleventh Circuit, Allen Cothrel Winsor to be U.S. District Judge for the Northern District of
Florida, Patrick Wyrick to be U.S. District Judge for the Western District of Oklahoma, Edward
Felten and Jane Nitze to be Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board members, Charles Goodwin
to be U.S. Marshal for the District of Hawaii, R. Don Ladner to be U.S. Marshal for the Northern
District of Florida, Susan Lewellyn Pamerleau to be U.S. Marshal for the Western District of Texas,
and Gadyaces Serralta to be U.S. Marshal for the Southern District of Florida Location: Rm 226,
Dirksen Senate Office Bldg, Washington, DC 
10:00 AM Senate Foreign Relations Committee nominations hearing – Nominations hearing
considers Harry Harris Jr. to be U.S. Ambassador to South Korea; Tibor Peter Nagy Jr. to be
Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs; and David Schenker to be Assistant Secretary of
State for Near Eastern Affairs Location: Rm 419, Dirksen Senate Office Bldg, Washington, DC 
10:00 AM Hearing on ‘Update from the Comptroller of the Currency’, with testimony from
Comptroller of the Currency Joseph Otting Location: Rm 538, Dirksen Senate Office Bldg,
Washington, DC 
10:00 AM Dems Sen. Bob Casey and Rep. Donald McEachin attend report launch on rural health
care – Protect Our Care and Rural Forward release new report titled ‘A Tough Row to Hoe: How
Republican Policies are Leaving Rural Health Care in the Dust’, via press event. Attendees include
Democrats Sen. Bob Casey and Rep. Donald McEachin, Rural Forward Executive Director John
Whitaker, and Protect Our Care Campaign Director Brad Woodhouse Location: Dirksen Senate
Office Building, SD-G11, Washington, DC 
10:30 AM Senate Appropriations Committee markup hearing – Markup hearing on ‘Interior,
Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2019’, ‘Commerce, Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2019’, and ‘Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 2019’
Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 106, Washington, DC 
2:00 PM Closed Briefing: Intelligence Matters Location: Rm 219, Hart Senate Office Bldg,
Washington, DC 
US House: 
7:00 AM GOP Rep. Markwayne Mullin hosts annual Men’s Health Month workout on Capitol Hill –
Men’s Health Caucus co-chair Republican Rep. Markwayne Mullin hosts his annual workout on
Capitol Hill to celebrate Men’s Health Month, open to all Members of Congress and Congressional
staff Location: Upper D Park, Washington, DC 
9:00 AM House Armed Services subcommittee hearing on ‘Navy and Air Force Depot Policy Issues
and Infrastructure Concerns’ – Readiness Subcommittee hearing on ‘Navy and Air Force Depot
Policy Issues and Infrastructure Concerns’, with testimony from Naval Sea Systems Command
Commander Vice Adm. Thomas Moore; Naval Air Systems Command Commander Vice Adm. Dean
Peters; and U.S. Air Force Sustainment Center and Material Command Commander Lt. Gen. Lee
Levy Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2212, Washington, DC 
9:30 AM House Financial Services Committee markup hearing – Markup hearing on ‘H.R. 5749,
the Options Markets Stability Act’, ‘H.R. 5953, the Building Up Independent Lives and Dreams Act’,
‘H.R. 6035, the Streamlining Communications for Investors Act’, ‘H.R. 6068, the Counter
Terrorism and Illicit Finance Act’, and ‘H.R. 6069, the Fight Illicit Networks and Detect Trafficking
Act’ Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2128, Washington, DC 
10:00 AM House Foreign Affairs subcommittee hearing on ‘Democracy Promotion in a Challenging
World’ – Hearing on ‘Democracy Promotion in a Challenging World’, with testimony from National
Endowment for Democracy President Carl Gershman; International Republican Institute President
Daniel Twining; and National Democratic Institute President Kenneth Wollack Location: Rayburn
House Office Building, Rm 2172, Washington, DC 
10:00 AM House Small Business subcommittee hearing on solutions to the workforce shortage –
Economic Growth, Tax, and Capital Access Subcommittee hearing on ‘Shrinking the Skills Gap:
Solutions to the Small Business Workforce Shortage’, with testimony from Kiddar Capital CEO
Todd Hitt; Hamilton-Ryker IT Solutions President and CEO Kelly McCreight (on behalf of American
Staffing Association); St. Marys Foundry President and CEO Angela Dine Schmeisser; and Always
Best Care Senior Services owner Bryant Greene Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm
2360, Washington, DC 
10:00 AM House Space subcommittee hearing on NASA cost and schedule overruns – Space
Subcommittee hearing on ‘NASA Cost and Schedule Overruns: Acquisition and Program
Management Challenges’, with testimony from Government Accountability Office Director of
Contracting and National Security Acquisitions Cristina Chaplain; NASA Associate Administrator



Stephen Jurczyk, and Inspector General Paul Martin; and American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics Executive Director Daniel Dumbacher Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm
2318, Washington, DC 
10:00 AM Environment Subcommittee hearing on ‘The Chemical Facilities Anti-Terrorism
Standards Program (CFATS) – A Progress Report’ Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm
2123, Washington, DC 
10:00 AM Dems Sen. Bob Casey and Rep. Donald McEachin attend report launch on rural health
care – Protect Our Care and Rural Forward release new report titled ‘A Tough Row to Hoe: How
Republican Policies are Leaving Rural Health Care in the Dust’, via press event. Attendees include
Democrats Sen. Bob Casey and Rep. Donald McEachin, Rural Forward Executive Director John
Whitaker, and Protect Our Care Campaign Director Brad Woodhouse Location: Dirksen Senate
Office Building, SD-G11, Washington, DC 
10:00 AM House Natural Resources subcommittee legislative hearing – Energy and Mineral
Resources Subcommittee legislative hearing on ‘Discussion Draft H.R. XXXX, Enhancing State
Management of Federal Lands and Waters Act’, with testimony from Competitive Enterprise
Institute Center for Energy and Environment Director Myron Ebell; Heritage Foundation Center for
Free Markets and Regulatory Reform Herbert and Joyce Morgan Fellow in Energy and
Environmental Policy Nick Loris; Sutherland Institute Coalition for Self-Government in the West
Director Matt Anderson; and Nags Head, NC, Board of Commissioners, Mayor Ben Cahoon
Location: Longworth House Office Building, Rm 1324, Washington, DC 
10:15 AM House Commerce subcommittee hearing on ‘the digital advertising ecosystem’ – Digital
Commerce and Consumer Protection Subcommittee hearing on ‘Understanding the Digital
Advertising Ecosystem’, with testimony from George Washington University Professor of Strategic
Management and Public Policy Dr Howard Beales; Wunderman Global Chief Privacy Officer Rachel
Glasser; and Trustworthy Accountability Group President and CEO Mike Zaneis Location: Rayburn
House Office Building, Rm 2322, Washington, DC 
12:00 PM House meets for legislative business – House of Representatives meets for legislative
business, with agenda including ‘H.R. 5788 – Securing the International Mail Against Opioids Act
of 2018’ and ‘H.R. 5735 – Transitional Housing for Recovery in Viable Environments
Demonstration Program Act’ Location: U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC 
Other: 
        8:00 AM Dem Rep. Adam Schiff and FCC Chairman Ajit Pai speak at Axios360 News Shapers
event – Democratic Rep. Adam Schiff and Federal Communications Commission Chairman Aji Pai
speak at Axios360 News Shapers event, in conversation with Axios Executive Editor Mike Allen and
Managing Editor Kim Hart on the end of net neutrality, North Korea, and other news of the day
Location: AJAX, 1011 4th St NW, Washington, DC
        8:00 AM Code of Support Foundation launch PATRIOTlink at NPC – Code of Support
Foundation launch PATRIOTlink, the nation’s first cloud-based solution that ‘enables any user free
access to vetted, direct, cost-free veteran services’, at National Press Club news conference.
Speakers include U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Community Engagement Director Lelia
Jackson, Code of Support Executive Director Kristina Kaufmann, Noblis Project Manager Yasamin
Sekandari, and Rand Corporation Senior Behavioral Health Scientist Terri Tanielian Location:
National Press Club, 529 14th St NW, Washington, DC
        9:00 AM Environmental Protection Agency public hearing on proposed changes to the Risk
Management Program rule Location: William Jefferson Clinton East Building, 1201 Constitution
Avenue Northwest, Washington, DC
        9:00 AM CSIS discussion on economic opportunity in Africa – ‘Successful Models for Private
Sector-Led Economic Growth in Africa’ Center for Strategic and International Studies report
discussion, on how market-based approaches to development can help drive sustainable change
and economic opportunity in Africa. Speakers include U.S. African Development Foundation
President and CEO C.D. Glin, Initiative for Global Development President and CEO Mima
Nedelcovych, Niger Delta Partnership Initiative Executive Director Heather Kulp, and Ambassador
of Guinea to the U.S. Amb. Kerfalla Yansane Location: Center for Strategic and International
Studies, 1616 Rhode Island Ave NW, Washington, DC
        9:00 AM Dem Rep. Joaquin Castro speaks at The Dialogue on education in Latin America and
the Caribbean – ‘The Future of Education in Latin America and the Caribbean: Possibilities for
United States Investment and Engagement’ Inter-American Dialogue discussion, with opening
keynote from Democratic Rep. Joaquin Castro. Other speakers include IAD Education Program
Associate Sarah Stanton, Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Susan Bell, American Council
on Education Center for Internalization and Global Engagement Associate Director Heather Ward,
Institute of International Education Head of Program Development, Private Sector and
Government Nicole Johnson, former U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Roberta Jacobson, and former



Peruvian Ambassador to the U.S. Luis Miguel Castilla Location: Inter-American Dialogue, 1211
Connecticut Ave NW, Washington, DC
        9:30 AM Army leaders lay wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier to celebrate Army’s
243rd birthday – Secretary of the Army Mark Esper, Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Milley and
Army Sgt. Maj. Daniel Dilley lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington
National Cemetery to celebrate the Army’s 243rd birthday. Ceremony hosted by Joint Force
Headquarters – National Capital Region and the U.S. Army Military District of Washington
Commanding General Maj. Gen. Michael Howard Location: Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington,
VA
        9:30 AM U.S. Chamber of Commerce wrap-up briefing – U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Litigation Center holds 14th Annual Supreme Court End-of-Term Media Briefing, to discuss
business cases argued during the Court’s term. Speakers include U.S. Chamber’s Senior Vice
President, Chief Legal Officer and Chief Counsel John Wood, Arnold & Porter Partner Lisa Blatt, and
Kirkland & Ellis Partner Paul Clement Location: U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 1615 H Street
Northwest, Washington, DC
        9:30 AM Wilson Center discussion on China and Latin America – ‘Another Great Leap
Forward? China and Latin America in Turbulent Times’ Wilson Center Latin American Program and
Kissinger Institute on China and the United States discussion, on the role of China’s global trade
and investment strategy in the region, the perspective of Latin America toward China as well as
China toward the region, and the possible consequences for U.S. foreign policy in both political
and economic terms. Speakers include former Chilean Ambassador to China Jorge Heine, George
Washington University Associate Professor Stephen Kaplan, George Washington University
Economics and International Affairs Professor Maggie Chen, and Tokai Consulting CEO and Chair
Gabriel Rozman Location: Wilson Center, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC
        1:00 PM Dem Rep. Paul Tonko at CAP on ‘Silencing Science’ – ‘Silencing Science: Risks
Posed to Climate and Energy Data from Political Interference’ Center for American Progress
discussion with remarks from Democratic Rep. Paul Tonko. Other speakers include Center for
American Progress founder John Podesta, former Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz, Harvard
Kennedy School Senior Fellow Joel Clement, University of Virginia Environmental Sciences
Professor Deborah Lawrence, and American Association for the Advancement of Science Science
Policy Visiting Scholar Kei Koizumi Location: Center for American Progress, 1333 H St NW,
Washington, DC
        3:00 PM Wilson Center discussion on ‘Building Resilience Through Integrated Regional
Programming’ – ‘Building Resilience Through Integrated Regional Programming’ Wilson Center
Environmental Change and Security Program discussion, on how to build resiliency when facing
uncertain future scenarios. Speakers include former USAID Planning for Resilience in East Africa
through Policy, Adaptation, Research and Economic Development Program Deputy Chief Chelsea
Keyser and former Chief of Party Scott McCormick, USAID Famine Early Warning Systems Network
Team Leader James Verdin, and USAID Bureau for Economic Growth, Education and Environment
Office of Forestry and Biodiversity Senior Wildlife Advisor Mary Rowen Location: Wilson Center,
1300 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC
        5:30 PM Congressional Baseball Game on 1st anniversary of shooting at GOP team training –
Annual Congressional Baseball Game * The annual game sees Democrats face Republicans, with
funds raised going to charities including the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Washington, the
Washington Nationals Dream Foundation, the Washington Literacy Center and the United States
Capitol Police Memorial Fund, created in gratitude to the officers who saved lives at the Republican
baseball practice shooting in 2017 * Today marks the 1st anniversary of the shooting during a
Republican team practice that injured House Majority Whip Steve Scalise and three others. Rep.
Scalise is on the Republican roster for this year’s game Location: Nationals Park, 1500 S Capitol St
SE, Washington, DC
        6:00 PM FCC Chairman Ajit Pai speaks at Cato Institute on net neutrality – Federal
Communications Commission Chairman Aji Pai speaks on ‘Net Neutrality, Six Months Later’ at Cato
Institute #CatoDigital event, six months after the FCC voted to repeal ‘net neutrality’, regulations
that had been enacted in 2015. Chairman Pai discusses what net neutrality is, why he supported
its repeal, and what comes next for the future of the internet Location: Cato Institute, 1000
Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC
        Beating the Odds Summit with former First Lady Michelle Obama – Reach Higher Initiative
Beating the Odds Summit to support first-generation college-bound students, co-hosted by
college-to-career network handshake, with speakers including Reach Higher Initiative Founder and
former First Lady Michelle Obama, former Teen Vogue Editor-in-Chief Elaine Welteroth, ‘Hamilton’
actor Daveed Diggs, ‘Power’ actor La La Anthony, and The Aspen Institute President and CEO Dan
Porterfield Location: Twitter, 800 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington, DC



        Department of Justice releases report on DoJ and FBI decisions on the 2016 presidential
election – Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General due to publicly release the first
report of its ‘Review of Allegations Regarding Various Actions by the Department of Justice and the
FBI in Advance of the 2016 Election’ * The investigation, begun in January 2017, is exploring
areas including then-FBI Director James Comey’s July 2016 announcement on Hillary Clinton’s
emails and his two subsequent letters to Congress, allegations of improper disclosures of non-
public information, and questions over the the timing of FBI release of certain Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) documents Weblinks: http://www.justice.gov,
https://twitter.com/TheJusticeDept

Last Laughs

Late Night Political Humor.
Jimmy Kimmel: “Here in California, there will be a literally divisive measure on the ballot in
November that, if it passes, would separate our state into three different parts. It’s called the Cal-
3 plan. It would divide California into three parts: the part that smokes weed, the part that
smokes meat, and the part that smokes meth.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “The President took a victory lap on Twitter this morning, basking in the glow of
his lovefest with Kim Jong-un. He’s feeling very good about himself. I counted, as of 4:00 this
afternoon, he had 14 straight tweets with an exclamation point at the end. Including this one:
‘Just landed, long trip but everybody can now feel much safer than the day I took office!’ That’s
true, I didn’t feel safe that day.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “Kim Jong-un is getting rid of his nukes the same way Donald Trump is building
his wall. They’re not.”

Jimmy Kimmel: Trump is “right. He’s a great judge of character. You can almost tell right at the
beginning how the relationships are going to go. Like when, for instance, he met Jim Comey. You
could almost tell. Jeff Sessions, you could tell the demeanor. Reince Priebus. Or Steve Bannon. Or
his first wife, Ivana. Rex Tillerson. Or H.R. McMaster. Or Omarosa. Or Marla Maples. Or maybe
even his two good friends, Bill and Hillary Clinton.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “AT&T executives said they need to get into content creation and distribution in
order to survive against technology companies like Amazon and Netflix. Another way to survive
would be to fix your cell phone service, but you know.”

Jimmy Kimmel: “Net neutrality rules, which are the rules that give everyone equal access to the
internet; more than 80 percent of Americans support net neutrality. So of course, Trump’s
commissioner of the FCC decided to end it.”

Stephen Colbert: “Donald Trump is back from his to face-to-face with Kim Jong-un, and that’s a
lot of face.”

Stephen Colbert: “Sources say that ex-Trump lawyer Michael Cohen is likely to cooperate with
federal prosecutors. Yes, Michael Cohen is going to sing like a canary, which is ironic, because it’s
Trump that looks like one.”

Stephen Colbert: “One former White House official said even before the news that Cohen was
cooperating broke, that ‘Trump should be super worried about Michael Cohen. If anyone can blow
up Trump, it’s him.’ Well, okay, that gives Cohen leverage, because the last guy who threatened
to blow up Trump got his own summit.”

Stephen Colbert: “Now, there’s still hope for Trump. A person close to Cohen says he hasn’t
flipped yet. ‘He’s sending up a smoke signal’ to Trump: ‘I need help.’ And that smoke signal’s not
a metaphor. Their pants are literally on fire.”

Stephen Colbert: “Trump says the meeting was a complete success and that North Korea pinky-
swore they’d give up their nukes, even if he didn’t get it in writing.”

James Corden: “Apparently, President Trump has a habit of ripping up official documents when he



is done with them. And because there’s a legal requirement to preserve presidential records,
White House staffers then have to piece the documents back together with scotch tape. It’s been a
lot of work. They’ve already had to put the Constitution back together three times.”

Trevor Noah: “ Finally. Time Warner and AT&T are joining forces. This is such great news for
consumers. Because now we can get all of our horrible customer service in one place.”

Trevor Noah: (On Trump assurances to FIFA that fans will be able to come to the US for the World
Cup): “Okay, quick question: Why is Trump promising he will allow people to come to the United
States in 2026? Because even if he won a second term, he would be done in 2025. That is some
confidence right there. ‘Don’t worry in 2026, I will allow you all to come into my country.’ ‘But you
won’t be President then.’ ‘That’s what you think.’”

Trevor Noah: “America has won the bid to host the FIFA World Cup. And it is so funny how a few
years ago, Americans were like, ‘FIFA is a corrupt organization that can’t be – what, we won the
bid? We won the bid! We won the bid! FIFA is normal now! We won the bid!’”

Jimmy Fallon: “This weekend is actually the 40th anniversary of the movie ‘Grease.’ To celebrate,
President Trump and Kim Jong-un sang a duet of ‘You’re The One That I Want.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “Trump got back to the White House today. He walked through the doors and
yelled, ‘I’m home!’ And then remembered he fired everyone.”

Jimmy Fallon: “It came out today that Trump’s lawyer Michael Cohen might flip on the President
in the Russia investigation. Here is a photo of Cohen. Yeah, that’s called ‘resting snitch face.’”

Jimmy Fallon: “Here’s some good news for the President: Tomorrow is his birthday. The White
House is filled with balloons, champagne and streamers. He was flattered until he realized it was
all left over from the party the staff threw when he left for North Korea.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Tomorrow, Trump turns 72. But he doesn’t tweet a day over 12. It’s very nice.”

Jimmy Fallon: “Today it was announced the US will host the 2026 world cup with Mexico. Players
can either travel from the US to Mexico by plane or just walk past the wall that still won’t be
built.”

Seth Meyers: “In a recent tweet, Ivanka Trump misattributed a quote from an American
newspaper as a Chinese proverb. Which is weird, because usually she takes things that are
Chinese and passes them off as American.”

Seth Meyers: “California will vote on a proposal this fall that would split the state into three
pieces. They’ll be called California, Northern California, and Sad Thin People.”

Conan O’Brien: “A new report came out that says that this past year...was a record-breaking year
for Americans giving to charities. Yeah. ... In fact, just yesterday, President Trump gave away
South Korea.”

Conan O’Brien: “Yesterday, President Trump attacked Robert de Niro as someone – this is a quote
– ‘who’s received too many hits to the head by real boxers.’ Yeah. It was all part of Trump’s
speech entitled ‘I Don’t Understand How Movies Work.’”

Conan O’Brien: “The owner of the Bunny Ranch brothel won the primary for the Nevada state
legislature. ... He won on his strong record of hiring women.”

Conan O’Brien: “The Detroit Zoo announced it’s sending 11,000 tadpoles to Puerto Rico to help
restore their native toad population. ... Grateful Puerto Rico said ‘Thanks. But could you send
some electricity instead? Maybe a little electricity?’”

Samantha Bee: The Trump-Kim summit “did produce a few concrete items, even if they’re the
kind of hollow concrete Trump uses in his trashy hotels.”

Samantha Bee: “The President has agreed to give up conducting military exercises on the Korean







• Craig (CO) Daily Press: BLM To Host Meeting On New Draft Sage-grouse Plan In Craig.

Bureau Of Ocean Energy Management
• Toxic Waste Sits Buried At Sea. Will It Be Rattled By Trump’s Planned Seismic Testing?
• Sen. Bill Nelson Files Legislation To Keep Oil And Gas Rigs Off Florida’s Coasts Until 2027.
• Va. Shore Residents Get A Measure Of The State Of Their Waters.

Bureau Of Reclamation
• Settlement Being Negotiated In Lengthy US-Canada Water Fight.

Fish And Wildlife Service
• Associated Press: Official Blasts Critic Of Nuclear Plant Cleanup.
• Public Radio International: No Refuge For Wildlife In Some US Wildlife Refuges.
• Kenai (AK) Peninsula Clarion: Refuge Repairing Boat Launch, Trails, And Cabins.
• Kenai (AK) Peninsula Clarion: Fish And Wildlife: Trees With Eagles’ Nests Cut Down.

National Park Service
• Washington Post: When’s The Caps Parade? Tuesday Morning, On Constitution Avenue.
• Missoulian (MT): How Firefighters Gambled And Lost The Sperry Chalet.
• KDVR-TV Denver: Colorado National Monument Vandalized With ‘Promposal’.
• Associated Press: Officials Continue Repairing USS Arizona Memorial.
• Associated Press: Glacier National Park Sees Highest-ever May Visitor Count.
• Associated Press: Yellowstone National Park Sets May Visitation Record.
• Associated Press: Fungus Associated With Bat Disease Detected In South Dakota.
• Northwest Florida Daily News: Pavilion At Gulf Islands Seashore Demolition Scheduled.
• Associated Press: Fee Set To Increase For Glacier Bay Cruise Ship Permits.
• Associated Press: 2 Dead After Glider Crash In Grand Teton National Park.
• Associated Press: Overdue Hiker, 76, Found Dead In Mount Rainier National Park.
• Associated Press: 3 Hurt In Separate Wildlife Attacks In Yellowstone Park.
• Associated Press: Kentucky Man Sentenced In Native American Artifacts Theft.
• Associated Press: Michigan Windmill Added To Register Of Historic Places.

Insular And International Affairs
• Secretary Of The Interior Ryan Zinke Commends President Trump’s Proclamation Of June As National
Ocean Month.
• Mapp Joins Governors And Trump At FEMA Hurricane Prep Video Conference.
• Virgin Islands Hurricane Recovery Efforts Hobbled By Cash Shortage.
• V.I. To Receive Preservation Grant.
• Award Of $2.8 Million For Dept Of Health.
• Gubernatorial Candidates Discuss Sales Tax And Funding For Education.
• 10-year Foreign Labor Extension For CNMI Passes House.
• Australian Official Wraps Up Whirlwind Island Hop In Marshall Islands.
• Pegasus Rocket, NASA Satellite Head For Launch Base In Pacific.
• Instability In The Pacific Islands: A Status Report.

US Geological Survey
• Associated Press: Magnitude 4.4 Earthquake Shakes Part Of Northern Oklahoma.

Opinion Pieces
• Selling The Protected Area Myth.
• Nat Robertson: Explore Offshore: More And Better Energy Exploration And Job Creation.
• Offshore Drilling Is Wrong For New England.
• Additional Reading.

Top National News
• Associated Press: Trump Doubles Down On G7 Criticism As Kudlow, Navarro Slam Trudeau.
• NBC: Trump Touts “Excitement In The Air” As He And Kim Arrive In Singapore For Summit.
• ABC: Trump Heads To Singapore Ahead Of Summit With Kim.
• Reuters: Trump: Administration Will Not Endorse G-7 Statement.
• Fox News: Trump Meets G-7 Leaders Amid Anger Over Trade, Russia.




























































